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Proceedings of the West Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935, 
as adapted. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Tuesday, the 
10th February, 1948, at 2-30 p.iu. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon'ble Sri Iswar Das Jalax) in the Chair, 
12 Hon’ble Ministers and 01 members. 


Obituary on Mahatmaji’s Death 

Mr. SPEAKER: Friends, we are meeting today under the shadow- of a 
great catastrophe which has unfortunately fallen over our country, I 
regret to announce that Mahatmaji is no more. It wus inconceivable that 
we shall have to mourn this most unfortunate loss so soon. Mahatmaji has 
disappeared from the scene at a time when he was required most by thia 
country. We have achieved freedom, but we required his assistance in 
order to tide over the great difficulties which have come in the stream of 
our political emancipation, but God willed it otherwise. He always in hia 
life time said that he was entirely in the hands of God and, so long as God 
desired, he would remain in this world; but the moment He willed other- 
wise, he would disappear. It seems to have come out true, and it so 
happens that this seems to he the way of great Incarnations of God. We 
know- that Shri Krishna, after His mission was fulfilled, did not die ft 
natural death. He died by the arrow of a hunter. Shri Ilamohandra when 
His mission was fulfilled did not die a natural death. He was drowned in 
the river Hnruju. In the case of Mahatmaji it seems God willed it that 
after the political emancipation of our country his mission ended, and God 
has taken him away. Mahatmaji’s was a personality the parallel of which 
can hardly be found in the history of mankind. There have been political 
leaders who have brought about political emancipation of countries, but 
they had nothing to do with religious principles. There were religion* 
leaders who brought about revolutions in human thought in mankind by 
their teachings, but they had ven little to do with political emancipation 
or political struggles and movements of their countries. It was Mahatmaji, 
and, I believe, Mahatmaji alone, who combined both religion and politic*. 
He led the Congress movements for emancipation of this country not on 
the usual principles of violence, untruth ami revenge, but lie led those 
movements on principles of non-violence, truth, amity and love. And this 
is a unique achievement which will be for ever remembered in this world. 
High tributes which have been paid to him throughout the whole world bear 
eloquent testimony to the high esteem in which he was held not only by 
the people of this country but by the people of the world. Though he is 
no more with us, his teachings, that he has preached throughout his whole 
life are with us, and that will serve us as a beacon light to guide u» to the 
true destiny to which our country is destined to reach. 

So far as Mahatmaji 's death is concerned, it i* not a que*tion of lend* 
lag any condolence to the* bereaved family, because today the entir# nation 
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is bereaved; be was not a member of a particular but the entire 

Indian nation was bis family, but still with vour penftssion I shall convey 
a message of condolence to the members of the family of Mahatmaji. 

The Hofl'ble Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY* Mr. Speaker, Sir, 
today we meet under the shadow of a great calamity. The Father of the 
Nation, Gandhiji, Bapuji, is no more. He is no more in this world to guide 
us, to advise us, to indicate our duties and responsibilities. No more shall 
bis mortal voice ring through this torn and tired world asking humanity 
to follow the path of truth and non-violence. Yet he lives, as he himself 
said, “Death is only a big change in life and nothing more”. Yes, he 
lives; his spirit is with us, that deathless spirit which will ever guide this 
country and the whole world to its destined goal. Gandhiji’s life was one 
of constant strife. Twenty years ago in 1928 he wrote me, “I am vain 
enough to think that I shall still lead my country to freedom, but the time 
is not yet”. Throughout his life he fought for the freedom of his country 
and for the freedom of humanity, never losing faith in his mission. His 
was not a fight with the sword to destroy. He loves his enemies and 
eventually gave them his life and in doing so vanquished the forces of evil 
to fulfil his mission in life. Today the whole world mourns the passing of 
Gandhiji. His death is a loss to all men from one end of the world to the 
other. The poisonous fumes of hatred darkened the atmosphere and the 
spirit of violence has at last roused itself and desecrated the spirit of man. 
Gandhiji’s teachings are ever, more than even, necessary. It was his 
conviction that the world is tired of violence, that it would at last take to 
his path of non-violence and truth. “Non-violence”, he said; “is the first 
article of my faith; it is also the la.nt urtiele of my creed”. At no time in 
the history of civilisation was this article of faith more vitally necessary 
for peace than now. Today in the name of democracy freedom of the 
individual is suppressed — the people, the individual, is forgotten. There is 
no freedom for the common man. We now utter slogans, we repeat shib- 
boleths, we declare our affiliation to parties and groups. We have 
neglected to develop the moral concepts of the individual. We have denied 
him the freedom Mint is his birth-right. We have to restore to him his 
individuality even. Let him be free even as Gandhiji was free through 
living a life of non-violence and truth. Gandhiji was a free man inside 
out. Starting his life with the usual frailties and imperfections of an 
ordinary individual mortal, weighed down with fears and temptations, 
passions and prejudices of human beings, he succeeded in changing his 
whole personality by years of rigorous concentration on a few simple 
emotionally significant ideas, years of strict self-discipline and intensive 
self-training. He thus developed within himself a peace of mind and a 
freedom which was ever eager to recognise freedom in others. It is said 
that he was n saint amongst statesmen and a statesman amongst saints, hut, 
above all, he was a Man amongst men. As a man (with a big M) he was 
bold enough to confess his error and he withdrew his non-co-operation move- 
ment after the Chnuri Chaura incident calling it a Himalayan blunder. 
Who in his place as a leader of men would have the courage to own his 
mistftke P 

In March, 1934, the late Dr. Ansari and myself approached him with a 
request to withdraw his Civil Disobedience movement because in our view 
the country needed another programme and that those who did not subscribe 
to the Civil Disobedience programme should be allowed to enter Assemblies 
and work inside them. In a characteristic way Gandhiji said, and it was 
Gandhiji alone who could have said it : “I still believe that my scheme 
is the correct one for leading the country to freedom, but as I am an 
honest man and believe in the correctness of my scheme, I will not say that 
you are not also sincere in your conviction and, therefore, I have decided to 
lot you have the opportunity of putting your scheme into practice. It may 
bo ibat after a time you will come to my way of thinking or I shall he con- 
verted into yours.” That is a bold statement vhich could only be made by 
Gandhiji as Gandhiji himself had said “You must have freedom to bo free”. 
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Misunderstanding, jealousies, rivalries, suspicion and distrust prevail in 
the #orld today. HU teachings are forgotten. People suffer from persecu- 
tion complex. Hate and distrust — sectional, communal and otherwise— 
rail© their ugly heads and cause delusion in the minds of men. How else 
caA we explain this cruel and inhuman act? How else can be explained 
this act of barbarism which has deprived the world of the Prince of Peace 
of our times? 

“The manner of Gandhiji’st death is a grim and urgent reminder of the 
forces of hate and violence that are at work in our country and which 
imperil the freedom of the nation and darken our fair name/ That is the 
resolution of the Government of India. These forces must be swiftly 
controlled and suppressed. I have no doubt whatsoever that the Indian 
people as a whole demand that prompt action should be taken and our duty 
performed. The Government is determined to deal with such forces of evil 
with determination and courage. We ask for co-operation of all right- 
thinking people in our efforts to prevent further mishaps, but the individuals 
alone must not take the law into their own hands. Government today is 
of the people — it is theirs. If any action of the Government is not 
approved those with different ideology will take its place. 

Gandhiji is no more. He cannot be replueed. But as long as we are 
here, w*e on our part should strive our utmost to fulfil the great message of 
Gandhiji, i.e., the pursuit of truth and the practice of tolerance. He stood 
for the Kingdom of God. He braved ever> thing — he lost his life hut won 
the Eternal Crown. 

Janab MD. KHUDA BUKH8H: Mr. Speaker, Sir, the foul hands of 
a cowardly assassin have robbed the world of one of its greatest treasures. 
It is impossible tor us to assess the gravity or the magnitude of the cala- 
mity, for Mahatmuji not only belonged to the present but he also belonged 
to the uuborn future Tie not only belonged to India but he belonged to 
the world. He was a light that sought to dispel the gloom and the darkness 
that overhanged humanity; he was a light that shed truth, justice, love; 
he was a light that showed the path of rectitude and orderly conduct to 
humanity. Sir, for his death the world is darkened. 

Sir, our religion enjoins on us not to mourn the departed by recounting 
their virtues and extolling them. Sir, death is an inevitable bridge that 
a mortal has tc cross to embark on life eternal. Mabatmaji’s soul 1ms been 
freed from the trammels and the bounds of this limited and circumscribed 
earth and now roams freely in the limitless expanse of the universe. From 
God he came and unto God he has returned, but tor us, Sir, who have been 
left behind to mourn his loss, his presence in our midst in flesh and blood 
was sorely necessary. When the forces of evil, hatred, distrust and 
disintegration are rampant tin* unifying force that was Mahatmuji was 
necessary. Sir, his penetrating insight, his universal love and his wise 
guidance, his transcendent sympathy were all sorely necessary to us in the 
hour of our dire peril. 

Sir, we have lost our father and it is a small consolation to know that 
he has gone to heaven. 

Therefore we now turn to search the root of this fell tragedy that 
removed the dear one from our midst. How is it that India was capable 
of producing even one man who could inflict such a grave and terrible 
injury on us! Sir, we have been told that elaborate police precautions and 
other precautionary measures were taken to safeguard this inimitable, this 
wonderful gift of the Indian nation to the world, but we have seen to our 
ever-lasting shame how misguided political fanaticism has spoiled and 
foiled all those measures. 

Sir, Mahatmaji was a true friend of the Muslims. In fact, he has laid 
down his life in protecting the Muslims, and. Sir, we plainly feel appre- 
hensive now of our future— indeed the future of India. If India is to be 
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M ved from Fascism, we have, all of us, to apply ourselves to the task ^ 
rootina out this cult of violence from our fair land, and, in this 1 ea 
Iwur^the Hon’ble the Leader of the House that he will 8«t tinatinted, 
unreserved and unqualified support and co-operation from i ns, the M lul 
of Indiu Sir even in this grave menace that is beseting us, the peril 
that we are facing, I wish Mahatmaji were present to guide u» «« to how 
bert U, tackle it. It is indeed a very cruel dispensation of hate that he 
has been taken away from our midst when we need him so mui • 
Mahatmaji is no more. We cannot look to him for guidance any more. 
But he has left us a rich heritage of abiding ideals and nn^anfconduct, 
and it is in the relentless pursuit of those ideals and unremitting apph 
cation of those rules of conduct in our own lives that we can establish 
peace, that we can create conditions for the ordered progress of the country. 

With these words 1 and the Muslim members of this House wish t a 
associate ourselves with the resolution moved by the Honble the Learie 
of the House and also associate ourselves with the sentiments that he has 
expressed. 

Mr. <1. R. WALKER: Mr, Speaker, Sir, on behalf of my colleague and 
myself and the commercial associations we represent I identify myself 
completely with all that you, Sir, the Chief Minister and my honourable 
friend, have said. It is my distressful duty to give voice to our deep sense 
of sorrow and sadness occasioned by the death of Mahatma Gandhi in such 
tragic circumstances. 


The Father of the Indian Nation was the world’s most powerful ex- 
ponent of peace through non-violence and no words of mine can express 
how we feel for the people of this land in particular and humanity in 
general at his loss. He was simple and humble in heart and long will be 
remembered his sympathy with the poor and lo\\l\ and his courageous 
endeavours in the face of personal anguish aud sacrifice to further the cause 
of hiw beloved country. Like all great men Mahatma Gandhi knew that 
“the more life is spiritual the more it is real” and his saintly bearing 
captured the imagination and commanded the respect of the whole world, 
while the simplicity of his way of life serves as an inspiration to all who 
would emulate the dictates of his doctrines. In his play Ahiaham Lincoln, 
♦Tohn Drinkwater uses these words — “when we wot ship greatness passing 
by, ourselves are great”. In paying this tribute of respect to the memory 
of Mahatma Gandhi mere lip service cannot make us be considered as 
great. AVe must be determined to furthei the cause for which he worked, 
namely, brotherhood, to see in leality the vision as expressed by Robert 
Burns that “Man to man the world o’er shall blithers be for a that”. No 
mere lip service can suffice, deeds not words will be required of us all in 
the service of India, 


To members of Mahatma Gandhi’s family we extend our sincere and 
heartfelt condolence. To his countrymen our firm belief that his shining 
life-long example will ever remain a source of spiritual influence to guide 
those who must continue in his great work 

In company with the multitudes of his people we mourn his passing 
and honour his memory 


Ml** E. M. RICKETTS: Mr. Speaker, Sir. the Anglo-Indian Group 
wholeheartedly associates itself with the sentiments expressed by the 
previous speakers. On an occasion like this, words are of little avail to 
express sorrow, or to pay tribute to the departed great, and for niv part I 
would consider it presumptumpT for me to attempt to sing the praises of a 
man of the calibre of Mahatmaji. On the single ociasion on which we 
had the privilege of coming into personal contact with him, we were so 
impressed with his innate goodness and with the charm of his magnetic 
personality, that we still find it difficult to realise that any human being 
should have dared to raise his hand against him. The world-wide respect 
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A p'd veneration in wkich he was held were due more to the instinctive 
* recognition of his greatness than because of a thorough appreciation and 
understanding of his doctrines. India had grown so accustomed to 
depending on him to solve her difficulties, that it was impossible for us to 
visualise a time when he would no longer be there to guide and lead us 
in his own inimitable way. His sincerity, his convictions were so strong 
that they could not but influence others, aud wear down all opjwsition, 
and we who had seen him pass from victory to victory, had almost come 
to believe that he was not enly invincible, but also immortal. 

To one, however who had Iwrne the burdens of a nation for over half a 
century, the ordeal of repeated fastings must have been an increasing 
strain, to which was attached th<* ever present dread of his succumbing, 
and leaving the warring elements of his beloved people with the feeling 
that they had been the cause of his death. Losing him as we have done, 
at the hands of an assassin, all men of good will are spared the tortures of 
remorse. No nation cun be without its Judas, and the tragic success of 
the dastardly attack has made everyone realise the bitter harvest of disunity 
and disaffection. The Mahatma had done all he could to bring us to our 
senses. His frail frame could hardly have stood further mortification. If 
the choice had been given him. then* is no doubt that he would gladly have 
made a holocaust of himself for the peace and happiness of his beloved 
Motherland. His death like his life bus been a sacrifice, A cruel fate has 
takeu him from us whilst we are still floundering in the deep and dangerous 
waters of newly acquired Freedom and Independence and the only way 
in which we can show our appreciation for this Oreut Soul, and our grati- 
tude for the privilege of the many years of his inspired guidance and 
leadership, is by giving him m death, tin* consolation we ^o often denied 
him in life Let us his children, sink our difference* in our common grief, 
and just us the loss of a dear one so often unites a divided family, let each 
one ot us who is associated with this condolence resolution, erect a living 
monument to his beloved memory, by sincerely practising in onr day to 
day action*, in our every word and thought his doctrine of tolerance, of 
brotherly love and of kindness and consideration to the weak. 

No matter how wise nr how clear-sighted a man may he in life, he is 
not always able to read the thoughts and the hearts even of his friends; 
hut (men he heroines immortal, lie ran no longer be deceived. In life the 
power, thr influence of the Mahatma were limited, in death his spirit is 
everywhere, nothing is hidden from him. H< is still, like an anxious 
parent, watching over uv bopwig and praying that the cruelty and inhu- 
manity of his end roijpht shock us all back to our senses, so that the fruit* 
of his teachings might he even more abundant m death than in life. 

We grieve most hitterlv at the loss of the Father ot our nation. May 
his noble soul receive eternal consolation and peace ! 

8li JYOTI BASU: Mr. Speaker, with ihe whole nation mv party 
mourns for Gaudhiji I shall not attempt to describe today Gnndhiji's role 
m Indian politics and struggle for emancipation, nor do f feel it necessary 
to do so because it is common knowledge that for over a quarter of a 
J* nt * ir .y ..Gandhij 1 has been dominating Indian politics. In recent months 
Gandhi ji, with whom we also came in very close contact, appeared to iw a* 
a distinct personality grasping with keen insight that communal strife 
would lead once more to the forging of new imperialist shackle* of bondage. 
Whilst .fratricidal war enveloped our minds ajid agonised cries of thousands 
pf men, women and children rent the air, while even top ranking Congress 
Leaders deviated from their ideals and the Congress Ministry failed to stem 
the flood of universal hatred, Gandhiji in his own simple w«v appealed to 
the people, to their basic humanity in Noakhaii, Calcutta, Delhi and the 
rest of our land^ While Congress leaders and Governments were failing 
him, he prepared himself* for the supreme sacrifice of his life and the 
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ordinary people, both Hindus and Muslims in India and in Pakistan, 
responded splendidly. It was indeed in the fulfilment of this noble task 
that Gandhiji gave his life, being slain by the foul hands of a communal 
Hindu Mahasabha murderer. I am constrained to say that the Congress 
Government have so far failed to demonstrate their steadfast faith in 
Gandhiji's teachings. Those leaders do not believe in non-violence as far 
as the workers ami common people are concerned. While Gandhiji preached 
unity, the Congress Government have split up the working classes into 
two camps through the I. N. T. U. C. Whilst Gandhiji believed in truth, 
his disciples, the Congress leaders and Governments spreading the false- 
hoods that the workers and the communists and other left parties with 
violence are threatening the State and not the communally-minded police, 
R. S. S. and the Hindu Mahasabha and such other communal bodies. The 
passing of a pious resolution, or joining in prayers, or erecting a monument 
will not help in fulfilling the task dear to Gandhiji. It is a false cry to 
say, as is being done through the radio and in public meetings, “Father, 
forgive them for they know not what they do!” We must pledge to 
declare war on malevolent forces of communalism, to hate those wretched 
and powerful forces which sow bitterness amongst us, to rouse just anger 
in our people against those, whether inside or outside the Government, who 
are attempting to crush the common people. We shall declare war on them 
and we shall move forward for the establishment of a truly free and 
democratic government of the workers and the kishans. We shall wait and 
see whether the Congress Government which has so far failed will change 
their attitude after the supreme tragedy and not. merely pray but act in a 
manner which will be a fitting monument to the memory of Gandhiji. 

8H UDAY CHAND MAHTAB, Maharajadhiraj Bahadur of Burdwan: 

Mr. Speoker, Sir, I rise to join in the homage paid to the memory of 
Mahutnuiji by you, Sir, by the Hon’ble the Chief Minister and leaders of 
various other groups in this House. It is difficult to find words adequate 
enough to express one’s sense of deep sorrow during such a great national 
calamity. Gandhiji was not merely a great leader to all of us, but he was 
one of the greatest men of his age throughout the world. The void caused 
by bis passing away is almost impossible to fill. Though he um\ not be 
with us in body, his spirit, his noble example of self-sacrifice will help and 
guide us through all our difficulties, and 1 am sure if we follow the path 
he wanted us to, we can steer clear of evil forces, avoiding rocks of luitred, 
strife and want, and bring our great country to the shores of prosperity] 
greatness and peace. And this alone will be a fitting and lasting monument 
to one W'ho was the great architect of our freedom and independence today. 

Jonah ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: Mr Speaker, Sir, so many 
tributes have been paid to the memory of our great leader that it is 
difficult to say anything new about the many aspects of Gandhiji’s life and 
work. I have read and beard the many tributes paid by leaders of the 
world and by our countrymen in all parts of India. There was a reference 
in the meeting held in Bangolore, where the President, of the meeting said 
that the concourse that had gathered to honour Gandhi ji's memory reminded 
him of the glorious days of the Khilafat Movement. 

I am standing here, Sir, today to declare with all the sincerity I possess 
that Gandhiji was not the leader of the Hindus alone. He was our leader. 
He understood us and he gave his life to save us. Whether in South Africa 
or whether in the earlier years of his activities in India Mohandas 
Kammchand Gandhi was more^nur leader than the leader of any other 

C up in the country. We pxft hiin—to translate an Urdu idiora-^-on our 
d and eyes, Gamlhiji’s word was law to us. In spite of the ferocity 
in the proverbially fanatic Muslim he followed Gandhiji on the path of 
non-violence with greater sincerity than some other sections of our people. 
Gandhiji, Sir, tried and tried successfully to show us the right political 
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Mtl i #nd he was our greatest odvocate in the oouacil* of those whd eould 
not me eye to eye with us. Garni hi ji may not have accepted our ideology 
in it* totality but Gandhiji understood the psychology behind it and I feel 
that if he had been spared to us longer who knows the whole aspect of the 
present Indian political situation might not have changed for the better. 
In spite of the division, in spite of the bitterness obtaining in the country, 
he, the man of peace, the man of friendship, the man of universal 
brotherhood, would have succeeded in bringing mutual friendship and 
affection among the Muslims and the non-Muslims not only of the Indian 
Union but of the part of India outside the Indian Union. 

I had the honour of meeting Mahatma ji so far back as 1917. Since 
then, Sir, off and on I have been associated with him through the year*. 
Sometimes 1 took the liberty to question his decisions. Not by anger, not 
in any other way but by n smile and bv argumeut he put me right. Only 
three "years ago ! had the honour id going to him in Bombay and placing 
mv grievances before him — why had he left us alone. He was not a 
Congress man, he wu* not a Muslim leaguer; he was the leuder of united 
India and 1 wanted him once more to come out and lead us. I 
guaranteed to him that the cdd Khilafatists 'and the senior members 
ot the non-slogan chanting part of my community would rush to 
him in their hundreds ami thousands ami it Gandhiji led that Muslim 
eiowd he would have a ten times larger crowd ot non-Muslims with 
him and thus he would be able to settle outstanding problems. He could 
not see his way to do that immediately then but Gandhiji could not ignore 
things as they were happening. He brought peace to Calcutta, he brought 
peu«e to Hi liar and he brought pence to Delhi. It is a nitv that Providence 
did not permit him to go to Pakistan, i wish he had been spared to us 
even tor a month for that vi*it. Had he gone to Karachi and Lahore the 
whole set-up of the country might have changed and then both India and 
Pakistan could have started to build the two Dominions as they should be 
built — not on animosity, not on unfriendliness but on amity and concord 
as brothers building their own two different homes but with the one object 
to build the country as a whole. 

God m his wisdom. Sir, took away the Man of Peace. We mortal human 
beings cannot undo the act. but 1 leel confident in my own heart that in 
death Gandhiji will have served his people both in India and Pakistan— 
Hindu, Muslim, Sikh, Pat see, (’hristian, Jew — better than what he did 
in his life. 

Sri NISHAPATI MAJHI : *T**tl Speaker OTTTO, HOT* C C TOOT 

*THI 44>2R!*t 6 H^St* OTt TOSS STOTOT WOT *flC* TOOTTI 

tow OTtoron fa*; awf* ottto ot'Tto, ot* torn, tow*, tftowm * 

cut® m ot tom w* pIto toi cic$ croi*t to; toto ft* tohitsI totocto 
ott micro s c toot txm tori froj to^ oocr *Fywrt otto* a*ro pm 
towot smito* to* toot ot ci to* m mxm\ rorar ra fl * tos^r 

TOOT TO TO9 TOW* *T ; — *TT*f at HOT* OTTO* C***T. TOT $ TOUT* 

HOT CTOHftf^jl \ 

wm TOltH C* 1*^* TOOT tot, TOOT t* TO tf OT OTTO ifa* OTTTO OTfl* 
TOOT TOT* OT TOTO OTfll Clt TO TO l CTO TO at i ff TO1TOOT OTml TOW STOt 

tootfI torol ot. tosnl ot aro toitotiot hot toot cOTtorot to? 

«;:cro TOT TOTOt TO Clt TOWTOll OT COT ■qjTOT TOtl 8KHTt C TOCTO TOTO OT* 
TOOT tol TOWTlI *l*C*fTO WTWlOTT TOStro TOT TOUTCt tot^f f* i fOTTOll *TOT 
*5f*OT OTtoG TTO5 ifTOlT TOTO* TOOT CITOlf C* tot TO* TO >0t 
TOTOCOT TOOT ItTOCOT WOT $C1 tol* dfTO.TOTOT at f*f*TOT TOl^CTO TO<fl tol 
TOT OTftOTt Cl fa* fit* *1 ffaFTOH *TO"OTt tot* 1TTOOT fTOl fad*! 
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* 7 trrf? top mz* to Pt fro? frsrc *?r «rtt 5 i 

TO 5 t TO <^^TT 5 t *TO 7 T 7 l? *nt^ ST^T, W 52 TS -13 W’KTT ?*TO-«rnr TO 
TO ^ TO SttPl 3 Tt TOT 5 ? SKSTTrft aWTHITO «Pt 3 STO 3 

TOT $PF TO waawl? STTsTO TO $TOl 

jrfir?RF? 5 t=tt fyvr < TT 2 r fin TO? TO? > 2 5 " <r ? ?rr$ to to jto? r ro? y iT<aK c r 
>0 TO? 'TO JIT 0 TO *rfara*-5TTOT? spmT TO*<$ co $*? fas? TO fTOtTOR I 
gm^n ^«nf?ro TO?* Kpro to to^tof pi s^vncrr* ip$pm to cto'tt ^to 

TOT I 3*T? K^TOrf f?f®R 2KTOI Ff?3R $TT?R TOTT*. TO?uj?T ?*? y ? 33T J^T^TOT ?*U? 
fjRf yrTOy?* t TO 5 TTO I TOT*? 57 5 ? TOPT$ -*P , TO 4 3 ? JpTO-ptTT fafTTO TOC 
TO$? JTT?R 3 TO 7 ?* 7 ? WST? •te TOT^Rff TOPI 


«H¥ Wl? TOlTO? fa? 7 ? SrrTO 7 , ©ltd SIC TOr 5 R-$fcSR faCT 5 ! P^^H? •TOTO? TO 5 
*qj#R jjr^R 43 * 3 ? tflfPTO* cp^^i^r-WV 33\ SrP-'fUTCP* fa* 5TOF7 3T? UTOir? 

toTOtI jto mz& srnprrfaT/ <H,y i J^/csro* tot ^tott? ®nVt?iTO cpt* 

f^Trt TO7T 5TTW STOTi 

•nrl^r «f*nr. tot>tt, siTOst? a?t sto tott i JirorTOt a* ft? 

*rf**wn ut ^xcgro fapfTOR cr TOr* srt? wr?? sto? pttTO? fa*y 
TOP*! «T*to ^TO* TOfy. 3 TTO*. ’irTT-TO^ 3? 1 TOMTIT ? 7 TO? TO OT!t®Tl 
«at^ «TT«TO7T W*FF TO TO TO TO I nTO* ?T?5IT? co TOT? ??TOj 

ifa v?n*TO 7 T ?w to hwl«t *?t ttto srr^ $r»?T ?^.t? 5 ttto to 

ar?T?T 1 ?rew TO T TTTOR ’ 45 TTO 1 C* 3 ?>TTO fa*TO TO] 'TO* ^T? f JnafT«T 
TOT? PI TOI TOTS^TT TOfTO? Cl I* TO TO?? i 3 ^? fc^TOl STTTO? TO TO 

a ’TTTO tw? Kps I ?K HTO SPT'TO fap FTO? '• TTO^ 

♦rtro uror?^ >r^ r'TO n? 27 f ^ ^ to ttt? 

fTF®! TOC ?!?c? JIT > 

51^313 T1C?4 TO 5I5Pfl ii 5»^Tf TO ^1^7 TO TO? 5T"? JI^TO 

CIPRTO? FTSfM 5T?!3 <FT3? ?•?! PTO3 pr? 5T? vTTO 5 TO 1 f? TO TO? 

TO?*7 TO 515 TO? *j;«» arswr K77 71 TO ATTO Kt; ^ TO- »r‘TO? TTF 

5TO?jn 1?3T?S( 4?TC? I 

5 TO? wp: ssnXTF? 37 75 ? ?TO? ^TO ^* 7 TO > 5 C toK'? f 'TO 5 TO? TTOF? ??t? 
jjr^Tp? ^TC 3 T»TT? \H ?>?’'-4 <f?TV? I ^TO?v ST 5 » 3 tl»T?r ^T? : T 7 'TO r TOTTO ^ 3 TO? 
C5 iwfl ^n?rn,< ?PTtiT«T? 'srr??J pit sitvpr? 5 tto Kra ??to? p:? t > pi ttoti 
to dr? Iw< TOc ? f-TO 5i?r ?i , crt to ctTO- ^tp? ?j?t 7 JT^nro 7 5TO 

f4yvf a ? T :<5 TO?73TO' ^TH? 37? 5TT3 ?T cT? ^?T ?T, «£3T 5TOT TO? 

aurTOrc ^TO? arst'T'C ft? ?t i ptt 373 sro ^ twTOj <to TO 5 nr?T 
aTO? ‘Tro *nl 4 . a jtto c < ^ crpt* TOrc to 

<TO, JST5 5 OTF. -'TT s TO?. ^5 TOOP 3 ?T??r 3 HT?? 7 ? . ^T*T? TOPF. W1JTTO. HTTO 5 TTO 

«ITa?T3 <?? r TOT; «f=CT ITOTT Pv*T. *T?T TOP 5H7?T3 ^rTOTPF ! 


Mr. DANIEL COMES: Mr Spoaker, Sir, 1 *h<*le}iear!e«U\ associate 
m> -elf with thr sentiment.s *»\pn»>MMl by you. the H<m‘hle the Premier ;»u<l 
the honourable memlter^ of thi^^HoiRe t hi any reekouin^ the death of 
Mahatma Oamllti is a ralamiU <>t ^rreat ma^mtude l>ur helo\e<l Mahatma 
by his exemplar) manner of plain hung and high thinking had attracted 
the attention of the whole world and he was looked upon by the entire 
world as the embodiment of all that is l>est in the Indian civilisation. 
Rightly or wrongly, hut inevitably the world will interpret his death in 
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such a foul and criminal atmosphere as the beginning of the end of that 
ancient civilisation of our*. The death of Mahatma following within a 
few jraars of the death of Rabindranath Tagore undoubtedly leaves a very 
deep cavity in the international reputation of India which may take yearn 
to fill. In our own country the death of Mahatma has thrown the people 
into indignation, bewilderment and frustration. Our language fails, our 
voice gets choked and our senses swim in tin ocean of grief. The present 
and the past by contrast bring home to u> what a source of courage, what 
a pillar of strength and stability, what a fountain of justice and equity, our 
Mahatma was. The Central and Provincial Governments have lost a friend, 
philosopher and guide. The people have hist a selfless leader, n forgiving 
commander, a guafdian and a comforter. Mahatma was a person who 
.inhaled nothing but truth and who exhaled nothing but non-violence. To 
Contemplate that this flower of innocence, this champion of the down- 
trodden, this hero of our buttle of independence should June lieon destroyed 
by one of our countrymen in circumstances whi< li < r\ hea\en for vengeance, 
fills us with an overwhelming sense of shame and hitter jHiignancy. If our 
grief is natural, our atonement foi the sin is very necessarv. We must 
strive to bring about the fulfilment of the desfinv of India as Mahatma had 
foreseen it. We must strive to achieve a new India in which the dignity 
of lalwuir is raised to its proper level where untmichabihty will be an 
unknown thintr. where the different communities will mingle with one 
another in fraternal affection like milk and sugar. We must search our 
hcait and purge ourselves of the slightest vestige ot fiutiut, We must 
Jeteimine to infuse the countn with a (landhian sense ot spiritual values; 
we must icsolve to bring about the mh ial revolution l>\ means compatible 
with the (iarnlhian sense of tolerance and charity, patriotism and discipline. 
Above all we must resolve to be woithv ot the independence that Mahatma 
hits earned foi its Only thus <4111 we hope to atone for the shameless 

ingratitude one of us has shown to him. 

Mr. SPEAKER: To mark our respect to the memor\ of Malmtmaji I 
propose that we should stand foi two minutes and observe silence. 

< Members rose m their seats and two minutes silence was observed.) 

There will la* no further business of the House todav and in memory of 

Malmtmaji I adjourn the House till 3-4 3 p.m. on Fridav, the 13th February, 

ms. 


Adjournment. 

The House was aceordinglv adjourned at 3-30 p.m. till 3-4 r > p.m, on 
Fridav , the 13th Febmurv, 104S, at tlte Assembly House* Calcutta. 
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[13th Feb. 


Proceeding* of the West Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935, 
at adapted. 

Till*. A.vshMHLY met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Friday, the 
13th February, at .‘5-45 j>.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speuker I the Hon'ble Sri Isu vr Das I w.an’j in the Chair, 10 Hon’ble 

Ministeis and members 


STARRED QUESTION 

(to which oral answer was given) 

Night-soil depot in the Bally Municipality. 

*1. Janab MUDA8SIR H088AIN: N the Hon’ble Minister iu 

charge <d the Health and Focal Seli-( io\ernment Department await* that 
there is a long-standing dispute between the BalU (district Howrah) 
M uiiieipalit n and the late-paxer* of Ward No. 1 regarding lemma! of a 
night-soil depot located within the residential area and human habitation 
of Muid Ward No. 1 ? 

{h) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware — 

(/) that some correspondences, *.//, No. HJIIFFl., dated ‘iltth April, 
134J, were made with the Health and Focal Self-( toveinnient 
Department in this matter who forwarded it to the District 
Magistrate, ilowiah, for taking necessary actmn; 

(*'*) that the District Magistrate. Howrah, issued necessary instruc- 
tion* to the Hall \ Munn ipality tor taking early steps in the 
matter; and 

(tii) that no action h\ t lie said muiihipalitx appears to ha\e been 
taken up till now !" 

(< » H the answers to (,/) and ( h ) are in the affiimatix e, will he Hon'ble 
Minister he pleased to state what steps ha\e been taken or proposed to be 
taken m the mattery 

{tf ) It no action has been taken, is the Hon'ble Minister considering 
the desirability ot making an enquiry into it and taking such steps as he 
deems necessary in near future!" 

Prime Minister and Minister-in-charge of the Health and Local Self- 
Government Department (The Hon'ble Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY): 

(<o (iovernment are not aware ot un\ Mich dispute. 

\h\ </> and (in No such correspondence is available in the offices of the 
District Magistrate. Howrah, and of the Bally Municipality. 

inn and (cl Do not arise. 

(<h An enquiry has been made into the matter from- the Commissioners of 
the Bully Municipality in order find out the exa*t situation. 

Janab MD. KHUDA BUKH8H: With leference to answer (#/ i will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state when the enquiry was made Y 

The Hon’ble Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: The papers were sent 
to me the day before yesterday. I think the enquiry has gone to-day. 



1 m.} ftOVERNMENT BILLS, II 

Janab MO, KHUOA BUKHSH: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to *tate what were the findings of the enquiry Y 

The Hen’ble Or. BIOHAM CHANDRA ROY: No enquiry has been 
made from the Commissioners. With regard to the emjuirv from the 
District Magistrate, I have already driven the answer. With regard to 
enquiry from the Commissioners ot the Bally Municipality, that enquiry bus 
been sent to-day. 

Janab MD. KHUDA BUKHSH : Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased 
t r » state it the views of the local people were taken in the enquiry Y 

The Hon’ble Or. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: No f think 1 have not 

made myself < lear. After l u r et a leport from the Commisssioners of the 
Bal!\ Munieipalit\ 1 shall institute n»\ own enquiry through my own Direc- 
tor ot Rubin IIe»»!th as well as take tin* \ lew ot the rate-payers. 

Janab MD. KHUOA BUKH8H : Am 1 to undei stand that tin* enquiry 

lias i»ni \et been made!’' 

The Hon’ble Or, BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY. No. no, 1 think the word 
‘‘enquin has a different meaning The employ means that an enquiry’ has 
gone hum the Balk Muiueipal Commissioner*, and no enquiry has been made 
by the Government 

Janab MD. KHUDA BUKHSH: Will the Hon'lde Mmistei he pleased 

to state w lielltet be would let the House ha\e tin* findings »»t the etlqliirv 
w bell it is enm pleted Y 

The Hon’ble Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: That depends upon what 
the fi ini m trs are. 

Janab MD. KHUDA BUKHSH: Will tie* Ilon’ble Mmistei be pleased 
to slate if lie is await* that there is some loiig-staiidimr dispute between the 
l ate-pa \ eis <q some wards and the Balk M unnipality Y 

The Hon’ble Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: I am not aware of it But 
I rati' assure m\ tiiend that I am more anxious to prevent any filth depot 
attectiiii* the tate-payeis. being a medical man, than anybody else 

Panel of Chairmen. 

Mr. SPEAKER: In accordance with the provisions of rule (\ of the West 
Bengal Legislate e Assembly Rroceduie Rules, I nominate the following 
members of the Assembly to form a panel of tour Chairmen for the ensuing 
session : — 

( 1 » Sri J C. Gupta, 

\ 2 » Tanab A F. M. Abdui Rahman, 

(d) Mrs. Kdna May Ricketts, 

(4' Sri Radha Nath Das. 

unless otherwise arranged, the senior member among them piesent in the 
above order will preside over the deliheratious of this Assembly' in my 
absence and in the absence of the Deputy Speaker. 

GOVERNMENT BILLS. 

The West Bengal Special Benches (Continuance) Bill, 1943. 

The Hon ff ble Sri NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: I beg to introduce 

the M est Bengal Special Benches (Continuance ) Bill, 11M&. 

(Secretary then read the short title of the Bill.; 
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Sir, I be#; to move that the West Bengal Special Benches (Continuance) 
Bill, 1948 , be taken into consideration. 

As it is clear from this Bill, it is a non-controversial measure which 
this Government has to bring before this House as we are saddled with a 
sour legacy from the pus! Government and the date on which the Special 
Benches will expire is the Ibth of March this xeur. There are still 29 cases 
pending before these Special Benches and these an* 29 ca**es of crimes com- 
mitted during the period of riots. Government examined for a long time 
those cuses and particularly those involving heinous offences are 
now pending then trial, and it is not possible that the trial 

will be over b\ the 1 Gt li of March. Therefore, to meet the 

anomaly which n likch to arise. Government n < unstrained to bring 

this measure before this House with a view to provide for the continuance 
of the Special Benches. 

8ri JYOTI BA8U: Mi Speaker, Sir, the Hon’ble Minister has made out 
U case that this is a non-contiovei sial Bill which is before Us but we have 
not been told as to w b\ , tor instance, those < uses which weie pending before 
the Special Benches were not gone into as yet. Tliev took place a long 
time ba i k . Secondly, we sue told in the Statement oj Objects and 
Reasons that other cu-es max be allotted to these Benches before that date. 
Theretoie it seems that it is not ineirlx a question that some tax's aie 
pending and theretoie we need a Bill of this kind, but that the lloifhle 
Minister wishes to extend these provisions in mu li a wav that in futuie 
also we shall have to lie luled b\ Special Benches. On principle* I am 
against this particular kind of justice, ami I think all demoera*ti< opinion 
would he on m\ side. But l know that there max be occasions when 
such things max he neressuix. but those occasions have gone b\, and I 
do know why again at tills particular slagc u,. tJ ie being subjected to 

tins kind of law. It would have been much better if tlm-e eases vvhi< h 
are ponding before the Special Benches could have been icferied to the 
nnlinarv touits id law, and as fat as the future is loneetned, I am against 
giving mix power to the (iovernmeiit whciehv 1 lit* x can constitute siuh 
•Special Benches even if it he for tning *urli offences I think the 01 di- 
nary laws of the land and the nnlinarv mutts of justice are sufficient to 
meet the situation. 

The Hon’ble Sri NIHARENDU DUTT-MA2UMDAR : Mr Speaker, 
Sir, I ‘.should like to sax that nix honourable friend has brought forward 
points, 1 am afraid, under a misconception ni the whole situation. It is 
not for me to sax why those cases have not been gone into. As I have 
nl reads stated, those cases are pending before the Kj>ei ial Benches, and 
the gentlemen who are memhets of the Special Bern lies are trying- to dis- 
pose of them. But then* is an inordinately largo nutnhet of cases before 
them which have been disposed of. I would have been verx happy if so 
many cases had not cropped up and if the riots did not take place at all. 
An immense volume of riot cases have been disposed of — hv far the largest 
number of them — and the number pending to-dax is 29, as I have ascertained, 
and 1 find that it is not possible for those 29 cases to be disposed of within 
this short time. Therefore the Special Benches have to be continued until 
those cast's are disposed of, and I do fervent lx hope that there will l>c no 
occasion for fresh cases to arise. The question of allotting cases that has 
been mentioned are the cases which have alreadx been taken notice of by 
the police, investigation completed and at the trial stage, these cases are 
to be allotted. 

T do fervently hope again that Tto fre*h episodes may take place which 
would necessitate fresh prosecution on the ground of these riots and there 
is no question of anyone being ruled by these Special Benches. These 
Special Benches are not ruling over the country, nut thev are entrusted 
with the task of trying offencec ''Inch are committed. I do hope that no 
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such occasion arises and, as I have stated, other questions could he 
better answered by my predecessors — by the Government which had earlier 
been in office when t lie riots had been taking place — but we look forward 
all to see that the Special Benches may he rendered a dead letter after the 
29 cases have been disposed ot and in this, I hope, the co-operation and 
pood will of all men will tome forward to see that no further occasion 
arises to invoke the aid of the Special Benches. That much I could sav 
to clear up ihe misconception ami I commend this measure to the accept- 
ance of the House. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Sri Niharendu Dutt-Mazumdar that the West 
Bengal Special Benches { (\nitimmnce ) Bill, 194S, be t.iken into considera- 
tion was then put and agreed to. 


(la use 1. 

The question that clause l do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

('hi use 2. 

The (jUe-u m that clause 2 dn stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed 1 1 ' . 

l*rt iimhlt . 


The ijuest! >n that the pteatuhle do stand part ol the Bill was then put 
and agreed to 

The Hon’ble Sri NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Sir, 1 move that 

the West Bengal tei ta I Benches ( ( out lima nee r Bill, 194*4, a- nettled ill 
t lit 1 A ssembl \ , he passed . 

I he motion was then put and agreed to 


The West Bengal Finance (Amendment and Repeal) Bill, 1948. 

The Hon’ble Sri NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER : Sn. I ver\ murh regret 
that tioverimieni are m»t prepared tn-da\ to introduce this Bill. We shall 
give urn noth e m due course 

The West Bengal Motor Spirit Sales Taxation (Amendment) Bill, 1948. 

The Hon’ble Sri NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER : Sir. I beg to introduce 
t he West Bengal Motor Spirit Sales Taxation (Amendment) Hill, J94S. 

tSerietar\ then read the short titb* of the Bill ) 

Sn, l beg to more that the W cst Bengal Motor Spirit Sales Taxation 
(Amendment i Bril, !94tS, be taken into consideration. 

8ri JYOTI BASU: Of course, 1 see that this is a very small Bill which 
has been plated before us tor continuing the enhanced taxation on petrol, 
but we have Hot been told as set- -not explained a- \et by the Ifotfble 
Finance Minister a* to why it was necessary to introduce this Bill to-day 
before the House. I .should have thought that there was sufficient petrol in 
the < min try xvheiebx it was not necessarx lor us to enhance the rate of 
taxation. Government's information may he different — we do not know. 
1 am reluctant to give this power to Government whereby they are going 
to introduce such taxation I know that it max be said that this affects 
certain rich people who run cars, hut we also know— and that is what. I am 
concerned with — that if this Bill is introduced and these rates are continued, 
it max so happen that hus fares and so on max go up and that will certainly 
affect th»* public generally. Therefore, as we do not know whether a war is 
ou the agenda of the GovertfUient and so they are storing up petrol, it would 
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liave been good of the Finance Minister to kindly explain to us as to why 
this was necessary. I think that every effort should be made by Government 
to bring' down such kind of taxation of the public generally, but, on the 
other hand, i find around in Bengal, for instance, that the cost of living 
index has gone up to about 350 or 3G0 during the last three or four months 
awl the Government are unable to deal with the situation at all — with 
ameliorating the people s livelihood at all — and vet they are coming and 
asking us to enhance the petrol tux or to continue that in operation so that, 
they say, their revenues may increase. But f am sure that for a people’s 
Government, which the present Government claim themselves to he, this 
is not the procedure, this is not the method wherein they should increase 
their revenues. Increase of revenue should he firstly by taxation of the rich 
as much as they like — we would not mind that — nationalisation of industries 
and ho on, hut this kind of taxation — as I have said. I repeat it once more — 
does affect the public generally We would have liked the hus and tram 
fares to go down, hut we find that that is not happening and the Govern- 
ment are not helping us to do that but are doing the very opposite and, 
therefore, on principle 1 am opposed to this kind of taxation. 

Janab MD. KHUOA BUKH8H: Mr. Speaker. Sir, the object <>i this 
Bill is to continue in force on a permanent basis the piesent rate <d taxation. 
AVIien thi> Bill was passed by this House in l!Gf> it was given only a life 
of little over two veais Now the present Government wants to give it an 
indefinite life 

Sir, when this Bill was introduced there was a shoituge of petto] and 
petrol was rationed and therefore people were not able, even if they wanted, 
to consume as much petrol as they wanted to and therefore revenue on 
petrol had fallen and Government tell constrained -and 1 tee) justifiably 
— to increase the dutv or the taxation on petrol Sir. petrol i> even now 
rationed but it is easing up We find that there are umre issues nj petrol 
made hv the Petrol Rationing Authority and a time will s<»on come when 
petrol will be derationed, but with the coming of derationing ot petiol it 
in incongruous, Sir, that the Government should s<*ek t<» keep the enhanced 
taxation on a permanent basis. If tbe Government wanted to keep the 
level of revenue on a pal by keeping in force the taxation on petrol, as wav 
allowed for in the Bill of for onlv a limited peiiod til) such time as 

petrol was derationed, I should have understood it, but the Government 
now seeks to enhauce the rate hv (» annas per gallon, irrespective of whether 
petrol is rationed or deiationed or whether there is unlimited supply of 
petrol in not. We do not know what the Gov eminent proposes to do with 
the money it will get at this enhanced rate of tax when petrol is eventually 
derationed but 1 suspect the Government’s motive for onlv introducing the 
words “on a permanent basis 1 ' Government should immediately, here 
and now, state like the old Petrol Bill that it should have a limited life of 
two years or til! such time as |>etrol is deiationed and the country is able 
to consume as much as it will be willing to consume. 

The Hon’ble Sri NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER: Mr Speaker, Sir, the 
first part of the objection ot the Honourable Mr. Bumi lias been answered 
by tnv friend on the other side. The Bill was uecessarv, because the Act 
levying the tax at the current rate will expire on the 3Kt of March As 
regards the question of putting it on a permanent basis, that is necessary 
in view of the financial position of our Province, and the honourable member 
will be able to find the position in that regard on Tuesday when 1 shall pre- 
sent the Budget. But though it is permanent, it is absolutely possible for 
the members to alter the rate and to decrease tbe tax if a case is made out. 
Because it is in the Statute Book, it does not take a wav the right of mem- 
bers to change the Bill. We have not been able at the short time at our 
disposal to go through the implications of all the taxation measures. That 
is why we have kept the </«<». And if we find it necessary {Janab 
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Md* Khoja Bvkhsh: Have it extended for two years.) (Tries of No, No.) 
It ie neeessan to put it on a permanent lniai** because we think that petrol 
tax money will he j>ermanently necessary. Avoiding taxation and demand 
for all the amenities of life — I do not think —can go together. 

The motion <>i the llon’hle Sri Nalini Banjul! Sarker that the West 
Bengal Motor Spirit Sales Taxation (Amendment) Bill, UMS, he taken into 
consideration wa> then put and agreed to. 

( fit use /. 

The (juestion that riaiW 1 do stand pait ot the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

( t<i us<' 2. 

The question that CLium 1 J do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
ugieed to. 

( lilU't' •>. 

The (juestion that rlause *1 do stand pait of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

I* mini file. 

The question that the Iheanilde do stand pait of the Bill was then put and 
HLTlerd to 

The Hon’ble 8ri NALINI RANJAN SARKER: Sn . I hey to move that 
tie- West Bengal Motoi Spn it Sales Taxation ( Amendment i Bill, HMH, 
Us sfM ed id lb,* A sselil I d \ . he pass'd. 

The motion was then j>ut and agieed to. 

Mr, 8PEAKER : The othei Bills Will not he taken up to-da\ , because 
time h.is horn given to! tabling amendments. Tlie\ wdl lie taken up oil 
Some other dav 


Adjournment. 

1 he House was then ad)(*umed at 4-1 A pm. till d-4 » pin on Tuesday, 
the 17th i'ehinarv. 1 ! M *s , at the Ass«*mld\ ll«n|s«*, (’aleutlu. 
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Proceedings of the West Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
tinder the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935 
as adapted. 

Till-; Assembly met in the Assembly House. Calcutta, on Tuesday, the 
17th February, 1 at ‘i-4o p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Sneaker (the Ilou’ble Shi 1s\v\h D\s .law in the Chair, li 
Hon’blc Ministers and (>1 Members. 

(When the question was called the Hon'ble Minister was found absents 

8ri BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: Sir, I suggest that the question be held 
over today. 

Mf. SPEAKER: Let the question be held over today. 

BUDGET FOR 1948-49. 

Finance Minister’s Statement. 

The Hon’ble Sri NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER: Mr Speaker, Sir, 

J rise to present the first Annual Budget ot West Bengal, one of tilt' two 
youngest Provinces m tree India brought into being under the new order 
of things. As 1 recall the occasion when it tell to me, as the first hi nance 
Minister ot Autonomous Bengal under the ( love? nment of India Act. 19*lo, 
lo present the hist Budget, 1 cannot but feci the irresistible impact ot the 
momentous changes that have taken place in our land during these l liter- 
veiling sears. Today , we breathe the air of freedom and the power to 
shape our destinies lies in the hands of our own people. And yet on the 
morrow’ <>! our newly -neqimed freedom, a great national calamity has 
robbed us of our proudest possession and leaves us stunned with an over- 
powering sense of sorrow. I share with millions of our people and with 
countless men and women all over the "lobe the profoundest sense of grief 
at the tragic event It is difficult to reconcile oneself to this stupendous 
loss; difficult and awful to contemplate that the ship ot State will have, 
henceforth, to sail the uncharted s t *a of freedom without the wise and 
sagacious pilot at the helm For over a (juaiter of a century Mahatma 
Gandhi has been our never failing guide and mentor; that vast shadow 
under which we have lived and grown; and the mainspring of all our 
national urges and aspirations In fact, he represented the soul of India 
and the quintessence of her culture and civilisation with its ideal of olain 
living and high thinking and service to the common man It was his life’s 
mission to attune our Ircedoin to the highest concept of Indian life of which 
love, piety and simplicity are the key-notes. And our desire for democracy 
and our determination to achieve it have their springs of inspiration in the 
teachings of the Master, who lived for the lowly and the |>oor and symbolised 
in his hare and spare physical frame their mute yearning for self-expression. 

By his experiments with truth and non-violence, he was weaving into 
pattern a unique synthesis between, different classes, creeds and communities 
which was opeuing up a new awl hitherto undisclosed chapter in human 
history. He more than made up, in himself, for the defects and short- 
comings, not only of Ministers of State, but also of the vast multitude of 
his countrymen. In fact, he filled the gaps in our nationhood until we 
became a nation; and yet the infant nation, mothered by sorrow and 
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travail, is today, almost at its nativity, bereft of the solicitous care of 
the ministering angel. The hand that guided us along 1 the path of strife 
and struggle, towards the goal of independence, is today withdrawn behind 
the veil of death. Today, when our need for his advice and guidance is, 
if anything, greater than ever before, he has been snatched away from our 
midst by a cruel destiux . As a barge in a perilous sea looks up to the 
lighthouse for a safe haven, so our leaders used to look up to him for 
light and guidance. Now that light is gone, und gone is that central 
unifying force in our national life. Let us not forget, at this turning 
point of our history, to try to translate into our policy and actions the 
lessons which he has left behind as our heritage — to serve the oommou 
man and to bring into bis life the bracing air of peace, prosperity and 
happiness. Let us not forget that m a secular government moulded in the 
form of true democracy, the emphasis must always remain on the com- 
mon man irrespective of religion, caste or creed. 

As I reflect upon the life of the Master, my heart also goes out in deep- 
est gratitude to tho.sse fighters for our national liberation — known and un- 
known — many <>i whom made the supreme sacrifice h\ laying down their 
lives mi that those whom thex left behind could live and die as free men 
in a free India They have now passed into history; but the light that 
they had lit will never grow dim and will illumine the long and arduous 
path that lies ahead. 

Maliatmaji's passing awax marks the end of a crowded epoch in our his- 
ton, the closing phase of which, full id stoim and stress, has made our 
task today even more onerous than it was a decade ago It enjoins on us an 
extrordinan h linn] it \ m new oi the magnitude of the task and emphasises, 
th e need tor tare, caution and noon in the discharge of the responsibilities 
that he ahead of U\ 

The birth pangs of our infant Province have indeed been terrible. The 
insensate outburst of communal frenzy, generated In (he pernicious two- 
nation theory and its attendant cult of liatc, lone left behind it a trail of 
iniserx too deep for worths and gixen rise to problems too baffling for the 
ingenuifx of human endeavour Thanks to the wise counsels of our leaders 
and, above all, to the niighfx spiritual influence of Mahatma Gandhi, the 
innate good sense of our people has begun to reassert itself and lo West 
Bengal belongs the proud distinction of being the first to recover sanity. \V« 
have upheld in practice the tiindameut.il tenet of our new ('(institution thut, 
under the Hag of the Indian l until, all its citizens are equal as brothers and 
comrades, irrespective of religion, caste or creed. 

It is most unfortunate, however, that it has not been given to us to 
share the fruits of our new 1\ -acquired freedom with our kith and kill 
xvho have been severed from us by the immutable course of events culminat- 
ing in the new frontier of Hast Bengal. It is ea*\ to iculise the sense 
of frustration and the wrench of heart which they must be feeling- when 
they find that all their sufferings ami sat n frees for the cause of freedom 
have proved to be so barren t<» them. With the limitations imposed on us 
by the new political change*, it may not be imssilde for us to render all the 
relief they may need or all that we max wish to render to them in the m*w r 
predicament, but I give vent to our sincere feelings when I say that they 
hare our deejiest and most sincere sympathies in the situation they find them- 
selxes in gnd that their interest and welfare shall ever reman a matter of 
vital concern to us. Whenever necessary and wherever possible and to the 
full limit of constitutional proprieties, we shall use all our good offices with 
our neighbouring Dominion to secure for them political and economic justice. 
Political division and man-made frontiers cannot, 1 sincerely think, alter 
the fundamental cultural unity of the great Bengali race, l»orn and brought 
up in the midst of a multitude of cultural, economic and social ties. I 
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devoutly hope that, given good-will, the two sister Provinces can yet regain 
and re-establish that good neighbourliness which must ultimately tend to 
nerve the best interests of both, culturally and economically. 

In the present political set-up it is necessary to take a closer view of 
the area to which our activities, political and administrative, have to be 
confined. Partition of the Province has, indeed, changed the complexion 
of our economic problems in many important respects. An appreciation 
of these changes is essential before we can proceed to tackle such of our 
problems as fall within the scope of the Provincial Government. Tn impu- 
tation and area. West Bengal is about a third of the old Province ot Bengal. 
According to the Census of 1941, its population is about 2 crores 12 lakhs 
or >Cr] per cent of the population of undivided Bengal. This number must 
have increased substantially due to the general growth in population during 
the inter-census period after 1941 and also during the war years when influx 
of population to Calcutta and adjacent areas from other parts of the country 
was considerable. The latest mntiibutory factoi to the increase in popula- 
tion has been the steady influx of people from East Bengal after the Partition. 

The area ot West Bengal is about 28.21 o square miles or ‘10 4 per cent, 
of the urea of the [uirent Province. The density ot population is To 1 per 
square mile winch must have risen as a result ot the increase in population 
in recent years. According to the occupational statistics, about bO per cent, 
of the population follow mm-agncuCural occupations and of them about 
If) per coni, are believed to be engaged in liidiisfiy of some type or other. 

As regards distribution of imputation in West Bengal, about 22 per cent, 
live in towns while the conesponding figure tot East Bengal is about 4 per 
cent, on 1 \ . Since the influx from East Bengal is mostly swelling the popula- 
tion in the towns, West Bengal’s problems of food-supply, housing, educa- 
fion and public health as also of finding emplo\ment for huge blocks 
of floating population are rapidly growing m magnitude and complexity. 
For example, housing shortage ni the towns is very acute; owing to sudden 
influx of population, the existing saintuiv arrangements even in smaller 
towns are proving inadequate and unequal* the need foi increase m agri- 
cultural production has become urgent foi the purpose of providing the 
necessary foodstuff and also the raw materials for certain industries. This 
process of rapid urbanization of the Province should no doubt be welcomed 
for if has a brighter side as well. It is easier to organise lw»tter facilities 
for education, public health and other social amenities in urban areas. But 
at the same time urbanization throws a great responsibility on the people 
and their Government to find the neeessaiv hinds for all these purposes as 
also foi feeding the entire urban population. Urban areas provide the most 
lucrative market for agricultural produce but the agricultural economy of 
the Province must be so planned as to fulfil this great responsibility of feeding 
the urban population by the intensification of production. Rural economy 
should, therefore, be more efficient, more pmgressive and more elastic. 

Agricultural land in A\ est Bengal has low productivity. Compared with 
East Bengal, it has a lower percentage of low lands and a smaller average 
rainfall. Irrigation is ill-deveJoj>ed, only about 1,(148,000 acres being irri- 
gated. Of this, again, only about 244.000 acres are irrigated by Government 
canals while some 800, 0(H) acres are irrigated by tanks. Coin pa red with East 
Bengal, West Bengal has larger percentages of agricultural land classified 
as current fallow*, cultivable waste and umultivable ; and it lias a lower 
percentage of good arable lands,* The high location factors of current 
fallow, cultivable wastes and uueultivahle land measure the further possi- 
bilities in the direction of extensive cultivation. Such possibilities can, 
however, be tapped only by suitable irrigation facilities, including multi- 
purpose projects like the Dumodur Valley Scheme. There is also much 
scope for intensive cultivation by double cropping and other methckU, for 
which also suitable conditions have to be created, the existing conditions 
being not very favourable. Generally speaking, lands in West Bengal 
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suffer not so much from any serious inherent deficiencies as from the 
scarcity of water which is now the greatest drawback; for even the best 
manure can have little effect in the absence of necessary moisture in the 
land. 

Agricultural land /*cr ni/nta of fHipulation in undivided Bengal was 
nearly 0 49 acre. In West Bengal it is now 0 44 acre including land under 
food-crops to the extent of 0 40 acre. The Province is deficit in most crops, 
e.g.* jute, sugarcane and mustard, and possibly in rice as well. 

The problem of jute is one of vital importance to us. Bo far as jute 
manufacturing industry is concerned, West Bengal retains all tin* nulls of 
undivided Bengal, but more than 70 per cent, ot raw jute is being produced 
b\ Hast Bengal although die has no manufacturing industry of her own. 
In such circumstances, the intei-depemlenee of the two Provinces should 
act as a potent factor fot ♦Mablidting fnendh commercial relations between 
them. Should this prove not to be possible, if may In* necessary to meet the 
raw material requirement ot our jute mills h\ increased production in 
Assam, Orissa and Bihar, and b\ removing the existing restriction on the 
acreage of jute in West Bengal 

The sugarcane position in West Bengal lias also got to he fully investi- 
gated The acreage undei sugarcane in (his Pint nice according lo available 
statistics is bo, 000 acres and the a\eragc \ ield is about 4< N) muunds per acre. 
The total acreage, howc\ci, is scattered all over the Province uiuinU in 
small plots and the output i> mostl\ Used for producing // r It is necessary 
to in reuse the acreage under sugarcane is well as the wold, to facilitate 
an expansion of the \ci\ limited product ion ni sugar within the Province 
and incidentally to secure a larger output of molasses which is a basic raw 
material for the nianufa< tin c of rectified spirit The atca, it is estimated, 
can be doubled h\ expanding cultivation of sugarcane in Kalna and Katwa. 
subdivisions of the Burdwan district, tihatal and Tamluk subdivisions of 
the Midnapore distiot and the districts of Nadia, Murshidubad and 
VM-Purgnikas. 

As a result of the Partition w-e have lost all the big rivers except the 
lIoogh!\. The small livers we haw now got all migmate in the hills of 
( hotu-Xagpur in Bihar. These rivers are really drains for eliminating tlm 
rain-water ot ( hota-Xagpur After (arising Hoods in West Bengal during 
the rainy reason. the\ go dr\ during the summer. It the Hoods are to be 
controlled or if the water is to he used for irrigation purposes, it is nece*» 
san to build reservoirs m the upper reaches of the rivers which are situated 
in Bihar. To this end two schemes, viz , the Darnodur Valley Scheme and 
the Mor Scheme, ha\e already been conceived to which I shall refer later on. 

West Bengal has the advantage of a diversified economy with well- 
developed industries, trade and commerce. On the eve of the World War JJ, 
Beugal had nearh a 711 lakhs of industrial workers in large establishment*, 
or 2N7 f»er cent, of all such workers in the whole of India. The mimlier him 
since exceeded bv fi lakhs. The Partition has put nearly the whole of indus- 
trialised Bengal within the orbit ot the new Province of West Bengal. 

est Bengal retains all the resources of coal, iron ore and other minerals 
so far found within the old Province as w*ell as a substantial area under ten. 

It also includes the major industries in and around Culrutta and AmwhoI. 
With the principal industries in Fast India situated within its territories 
and with Calcutta as its port of pre-eminent importance. West Bengal still 
offers an attractive field for new industrial enterprise which will improve 
further with the implementation of the new electrification schemes. 

Factories and commercial organisations in Bengal grew' up in the past 
on the basis of the Province being an economic unit and necessarily one 
marketing none. Xow. under changed conditions, it is doubtful if the old 
markets in East Bengal can 4re counted upon with as much confidence. Bo, 
in planning our industrial and commercial expansion, more reliance will 
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have to he placed on the markets in the Indian Dominion than on those of 
our sister Province which today form* a part of a different Dominion. This 
may create considerable difficulties for some of the industries in the matter 
of development and expansion and the Province will require the effective 
goodwill and support of our Dominion Government for providing oppor- 
tunities for expansion along new lines in the framework of all-India plans. 

As regards geographical compactness West Bengal has suffered greatly 
from the Radcliffe Award. The two northern districts of Jalpaiguri and 
Darjeeling have no teriitorial contiguity with the nM of the Province and 
there ure consequent difficulties in communication with the southern part, 
which is compact and well-served hy roads and railways and whose poten- 
tialities for development are demonstrably great In Calcutta, we possess 
not only a great cosmopolitan rit\, but also a great centre of trade and com- 
merce, Wo have renowned centres of culture like the Calcutta University 
and the Visuabharati. We have been fortunate that institutions like the 
Medical College and its Group of Hospitals, the Engineering Colleges, 
Research Institutions and other important institutions have fallen within 
the territorial limit 1 - 1 of otir Province. We thus possess a good basic structure 
to which v\e con add progressively affording to our requirements, though, 
as I shall mention later, the retention of these assets will result in our 
being hui doited with a larger share of the liabilities of undivided Bengal. 
As nart and jiareel of the great Indian Union l am quite hopeful, we 
shall not lack opportunities of development and progress. But the sine 
qua m>n for such development and progress i^ a peaceful atmosphere and 
the requisite will, energy and initiative of out people Given these con- 
ditions. there is no reason why West Bengal should not fulfil a glorious 
destiny and it shall be our endeavour to work towards that end 

Now, turning to the administrative and financial consequences of the 
Partition, the most important of these relate to the transfer of staff on 
the basis ot their choice and the division ot assets and liabilities In 
regard to the former, had the Government of Last Bengal agreed to a 
standstill arrangement for a short period and consented to offer to the 
Government servants an opportunity tor revising- then choice at the end 
of the period, as was done at the Centre, both the Provinces would have 
benefited, This Province would not have been saddled with a large sur- 
plus service personnel and the Government ot East Bengal would not 
have lost the benefit of the experience of a large bodv of trained personnel. 
But, as in spite of repeated attempts it was not possible to persuade flic 
Government of Hast Bengal to agree to such a course of action, imme- 
diate movement of a very large personnel from East Bengal had to be 
undertaken on the loth August. 1947 Owing to the limited scope for 
employment available at the present moment due to a substantial shrinkage 
of the administi ative area of the Province, it has not been possible to 
provide useful occupation for all these persons. The position is particularly 
difficult in regard to subordinate staff. We have seen to it, however, that 
avoidable hardship is not caused to this section of our service personnel. 
Some of them have been granted lea\e pending absorption: others have 
already been absorbed in suitable services; and the rest have been attached 
as supernumeraries pending absorption in permanent posts. It is our 
intention that all such pools of displaced manpower should be liquidated 
ns early as possible by absorption in our expanding schemes of develop- 
ment. 

In regard to the division of assets and liabilities, a large number of 
Departmental Committees on which both the Governments of East and 
West Bengal were equally represented were appointed under the tegis of 
the Separation Council to tabulate all the known assets and liabilities of their 
respective departments and to suggest the most reasonable basis for their 
allocation. These suggestions were considered first hy a main Committee 
and thereafter hy the Separation Council and agreements were reached on 
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a number of points. Division of various items like furniture, equipment, 
motor vehicles, launches, dredgers, medical stores and stock of foodgrtunt), 
etc,, were carried out by agreement. J^inds and building were allocated 
on the basis of tbeir territorial location. But it was agreed at a later 
stage that their values should be determined for the purpose of financial 
adjustment between the two Provinces. The basis of valuation is pending 
before the Arbitral Tribunal. In regard to -ume other important points 
also, as for example, tin* ratio in which the net excess of liabilities over 
a^ets should he distributed between Fast and West Bengal, no agree- 
ment was found possible and these had to be referred to the Arbitral 
Tribunal tor decision. In an Appendix to t lie Bed Book which has been 
placed m the hands of tin* Hon'ble Members will he found a statement 
of the assets and liabilities ot undivided Bengal showing the value of 
items specifically taken o\ei bv bast and West Bengal either as a direct 
consequence ot the Partition as m the rase of buildings, or on the basis 
ot negotiations as m the t ;im> ot stoi ks ot fnodgtums The estimates of 
value are m most rases approximate "imr the actual figures will not he 
known till the aeeounts ot the old Province of Bengal are finally settled. 

A matter ot most \ital and immediate concern lias been the settlement of 
outstanding liabilities of the old ( bo eminent ot Bengal on areount of goods 
supplied and services tendeled hrtoir the date ot Partition. Ill order that 
creditors might not he left in doubt and umertaintx almut the jmsitioii. it 
was provided b\ the Indian i Bights, Property and Inabilities) Order, 1947, 
that the initial llahilitv tor all lommIs supplied and services rendered, atld 
for outstanding loans, guarantees and fmaimal obligations ot the late Gov. 
eminent ot Bengal at tlo* time of Partition should lie the liability of Hast 
Bengal subject to an equitable eonti ibution from this Province to be settled 
latei on B\ agreement with the (ro\ernmenl ot Kast Bengal, an Appli- 
cation ( 'oniuiit tec < (insisting of otic representative from each of the two Pro- 
vinces was mu up toi the pin pose of scrutinising the claims of creditors of 
the old Bengal (»o\ernment with a view to their initial paunent by the 
Goxeniment of hast Beniral m terms ot the said Urder Unfortunately, the 
Go\ er nment of Fast Bengal lias not \et found it possible to send their re- 
presentative to the Application Uommittee in spite of repeated reminders and 
requests, and to the great disach .mtage ot tlo* creditors of Bengal, thin 
statutory financial obligation of l.ast Helical remains undischarged up till 
now The amount involved m suc h outstanding claims, as fur as we have 
been able to ascertain, will be* over ti er ores Apart from the financial 
obligations in respect of supplies made and services rendered to the Gov- 
ernment of Bengal, the* old Gmemmcnt left a large financial liability of 
a miscellaneous nature Thus. rhe\ not only lett behind a public debt 
in the form ot treasury bill-. hut had also spent up all the Provident Fund 
deposits of Government servants a- well as c ivil, criminal, revenue deposits 
and de|K»sits of mihlie bodies winch formed a part of the cash balance of 
undivided Bengal, West Bengal will have to take a further share of these 
liabilities according to the award of the Arbitral Tribunal in addition to 
the financ ial liability of 2J crores taken immediately after Partition, which 
I shall explain later. Financial adjustment will also lie against West 
Bengal in respec t ot asset- like land and buildings, institutions with plant 
and machinery, etc*., which are geographically located in this Province. 
Unless adequate help is forthcoming from the Centre to enable this Pro- 
vince to start on a clean slate, the new Province will have to begin it# 
career with a financial handicap. 

Let me now explain the jKMtinn of the Government Account as it stood 
on the 15th of August. 1947. The House is aware that the Government 
of undivided Bengal had a succession of deficit budgets during the last 
few years and their budget tor the current year left an uncovered gap 
of 0 crores between revenue and expenditure. It is not surprising in these 
circumstances that on the date of Partition, leaving a«ide the cash in 
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Treasury chests, the Account of the late Government of Bengal with the 
Reserve Bank showed a debit balance of over 5 erores. This debit balance, 
was, by direct negotiation Ik 4 tween Pakistun and the Indian Union in 
Delhi, allocated in equal proportions to East and West Bengal. This 
Government accordingly started with a debit balance of 2J crores in the 
Reserve Bank partly counterbalanced by the cash balance in Treasuries 
amounting to about half a erore. In other words, it started with a net 
negative opening balance of 2 erores. The debit balance of 2jj crores in 
the Reserve Bank wa-. liquidated with the help of a special advance of 
an equivalent amount obtained from the Government of India. A further 
Wavs and Means advance of 2 crores was taken from the same source to 
enable the Province to cany on till sufficient revenue had been collected 
for the purpose of a reasonable working balance. The Wavs and Means 
advance ot 2 crores has since been fully iepaid. The terms of repayment 
of tiic other advance of 2l crores have not vet been finally settled. 

1 shall now review, very briefly, t lie financial estimates for the period 
from loth August, 1947, to Jl>t March, 1948, as introductory to the Budget 
for tlie coining year. 

The total revenue expected during thi> peiiod of 71 months is rlo-.e 
upon 19 crores out of which 2 erores represent grants from the Centre for 
financing of Development Projects The yield from normal sources thus 
amounts to 17 crores This figuie includes of) lakhs on uccount of Jute 
Duty and *‘t erores (il) lakhs on account ot Income-tax receipts. Both these 
estimates are provisional because the Government of India have not yet 
decided what change should be made in the basts of allocation of these 
two items as a result of the Partition ot Bengal. In regard to Jute Duty 
the position is that in terms of the Niemever Award, (»2$ per rent, of the 
export duty on jute used to be divided among Bengal and other jute- 
growing Provinces in proportion to the amount of raw jute produced iu 
each Province. This method ot distribution i- no longer suitable since the 
Partition has resulted in a t lea v age between East Bengal which cultivates 
the hulk of raw' jute and West Bengal which manufai hires the hulk of 
jute goods. It seems necessary in these circumstance* that the divisible 
export duty on jute should he divided into two categories, namely, duty 
cm raw jute and duty on jute goods; and that, while the former may con- 
tinue to be distributed on the basis of acreage, the latter should be dis- 
tributed on the basis of production of jute good-*. Proposals to this effect 
have la*en submitted It* the Government of India and are still under 
their consideration. 

In regard to Income-tax, the arrangement based on the Xiemever Award 
has been that Bengal should get 20 |»er cent out of the divisible pool of 
income-tax collected by the Centre This pool consisted of half the net col- 
lections reduced hv a sum of 4$ erores. As a result of the Partition and 
consequent reduction in the size of the Piovince. it has been suggested hv 
the Centre that the allotment to West Bengal should la* minced from 20 
per cent, to 12 per cent, of the divisible pool. The value of the pool being 
estimated at JO (‘lores, our share according to the revised formula comes 
up to 3 crores GO lakhs, the figure adopted in our estimate, as against 6 
crores to which we should have been otherwise entitled. In our view the 
proposed change in the basis of allocation is not justified and we feel that 
our shore of income-tax receipts should not be reduced by a figure greater 
than the net tint amount of income-tax collected from East Bengal which 
comes up to a very insignifiennt^amount. We have submitted our views 
to the Government of India and are awaiting their final decision. 

In regard to the remaining heads, the estimate* have been based on 
amounts actually derived in previous years from areas now included in 
West Bengal. The more important contributory items are 1$ crores from 
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Land Revenue, 1$ erores from Stamps, r i$ erores from Excise, U erores from 
Sale Tax, 70 lakhs from Betting Tax, ‘10 lakhs each from Entertainment 
Tax and Electricity Duty and 40 lakhs from Motor Spirit Sales Tax. 

On the expenditure side of the Revenue Account, the estimate for the 
7$-montli period of the current year stands at 10$ erores out of which 2 
erores is on account of Development Project financed by grants from the 
Government of India. What may be called the ordinary revenue expen- 
diture for the jK*riod under review thus amounts to 14$ erores. The Develop- 
ment Projects undertaken in the eurrent sear are, to a great extent, conti- 
nuation of schemes already taken in hand before the elate of Partition hut pro- 
vision has also been made tot a number of new projects which have l>ee!i 
worked out in sufficient detail to admit ot their partial implementation in 
the eurrent sear, Among these may he mentioned a provision of 17 lakhs 
for the introduction of Hum< Pnmurs Education, 1 lakh for a Planning 
Organisation tor heavy chemical industries in collaboration with Bihar and 
the D.imoclar Valley < orporation. '{ lakhs for the rehabilitation of Cottage 
Industries, 1 lakh tor production of homi-made jnijicr, lit) thousand for 
Kh<i<h and lb thousand t « >i the promotion uEGm/* industry. The estimates 
also provide tor the exe< ution ot a large uumher ot irrigation schemes 

in various localities, the more impoitant ones being the Truns-Datuodar 
Intern.il Drainage Scheme in the districts of llooghls and Howrah, the 
Soadigbi-Gangukhali Drainage S< heme in the Midnapore district, the Berai 
(anal Project and t h •» Suhaiikai Dauii in the Bankuta district, re- 
excasation ot the Saia-wati Khal in llooghls and Howrah and the prepa- 
ration ot a master plan toi the drainage ot Talent ta and the surrounding 
area". Details ot all the ilem** included in the Development Programme 
will lie found in an Appendix to the printed cops ol this statement. 

As already stated, the revenue expenditure in the current year, outside 
the Development Programme, is estimated at 11$ erores This includes f>7 
lakhs tot famine relief, W lakhs for the rehabilitation of riot 
victjuis. 4S lakhs toi giants to local authorities for payment of 
dearness eonsessmns t«» their employees and 2 erores for the ad- 
ministration ot the Tivil Supplies Department Euder other ad- 

minist rat is e charges mas be mentioned about 1 crore under General 

Administration, 2 erores umlei Police, ‘18 lakhs under Jails, oO lakhs under 
Administration of Justice and an e(|uivaleiit amount toi the discharge of 
|M*nsion<ir\ lialiilities. The provisions under heiiefieent activities include 
I crore and 8 lakhs for Agriculture . o2 laklis for Irrigation, 1 crore and 10 
lakhs tor Education, 98 lakhs for Health Services, 00 lakhs for Industries and 
90 lakhs for ( ivil Works. Details of all these provisions will he found in 
tlie Red Book and I need not tax the patience of the House by recapitulat- 
ing them here. All that 1 would like to mention is that increased provision 
has been made for the development of facilities for education and medical 
relief both in State-owned and privately-managed institutions and due atten- 
tion has been paid to the urgent need for irrigation, seeds and manures in an 
all-out attempt to increase the production of food-crops, Steps have also 
been taken to earn out essential improvements in our means of commu- 
nication which is so necessary for speedy transport of agricultural and other 
produce. 

With an estimated revenue of 19 erores and an expenditure budget of 
lb$ erores, the Revenue Account for the current year closes with a balance 
of 2$ erores. This has been carried over as the opening balance for 1948-49. 

I have already referred to certain transactions outside the Revenue 
Account. These include a Ways and Means advance of 2 erores which has 
since been repaid; and a further advance of 2$ erores which has been utilised 
for wiping out the negative debit balance in the account of undivided 
Bengal with the Reserve Bank of India. This second advance remains out- 
standing at the (lose of the year. The only other item which requires % 
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word of explanation is the provision of 2 erores uuder “Capital Expendi- 
ture”. Out of this 14 (Tores represents the net outlay on the' procurement 
of foodgrains 0 j*, in other words, the value of stocks acquired in the current 
year which are expected to remain in hand at the end of the year. Procurement 
operations are financed by means of a rush credit advance from the Imperial 
Bank of India, the advance beiug secured by hypothecation of the stock. 
The balance of the Capital Expenditure relate** to the outlay on productive 
development project**, the most impoitant ot these being the Mor Irrigation 
project for which 40 lakh** has been provided in the current year. The ex- 
penditure is to be financed b\ a loan from the Government of India, for 
which requisite provision has been included m the estimates. As in the case 
of these transactions receipt and expenditure balance each other, the closing 
balance is not affected. 

T now turn to the estimates lor the coming year. The year starts with 
an opening balance of 24 erores. Revenue Receipts are estimated at 11 
crons out of which (if. erores arc on account of grant from the Centre for 
financing Development Projects. The “ordinary* ’ revenue, therefore, 
amounts to 244 ciores. The principal items contributing to this revenue 
are 1 cron* undo .lute Duty , 3 erores < »U lakhs under Income-tax, 4n lakhs 
under Agricultural Income-tax, 2 erores under Land Revenue, <> erores 
under Excise, 24 erores under Stamps ami •’> cron** under Sales Tax and 
cognate levies. The estimates under .lute Dill \ and Income-tax are tentative 
ones and reasons tor this have been alreadv stated 

There are two points in tegard to the Revenue Estimate to which I wish 
to invite the attention ot the House. In the first place, two of the most 
important sources ot icvemie, viz.. Income-tax and I\<im\ are very sensitive 
to trade conditions, the latter being part leiilarlv conditioned by the exise 
policy of Government Secondly, the pn sent estimates ,ire based on the 
existiug structure of financial allocation between tin* Centre and the Province. 
It will 1 >e only aftei the new Constitution has been finallv settled that we 
shall be in a position to know what our future financial resources are likely 
to be. 

The Revenue Expenditure in the coming veai is estimated at 32 erores 
out of which (»4 croies ale on account of Development Project* financed out 
of the grant obtainable tor the purpose from the Government of India The 
estimate also includes a lump provision ot 1 cioie with a view to afford 
some further measure of financial relief to lower paid Government employees. 
Leaving these two special items out ot account, the estimate of what may 
be termed the ordinary expenditure ot the Province stands at 244 erores. 
The House may be interested to know how this figure compares with the 
expenditure in undivided Bengal. It appears from the Accounts that 
Bengal's revenue expenditure stood at 4d erores in 194’»-4(>. The actuals for 
194(1-47 amounted to 42 A erores but as this was inclusive of 3} erores on 
account of Development Projects, the ordinary revenue expenditure was very 
nearly the same as in the previous year. The estimated expenditure accord- 
ing to the Bengal Budget for J 947-48. amounted to 34 erores including 124 
erores for Development Projects; which places the ordinary expenditure at 
41<j erores. An ad interim increase in pav granted to Government servants on 
the eve of Partition raised the estimate by 24 erores to a total of 44 erores. 
It will thus appear that the estimated expenditure in this Province is nearly 
5(> per cent, of the estimate for undivided Beugal That the proportion is 
not in closer accord with the reduction in the size of the Province is due 
to a variety of factors. In the first place, there is a large body of surplus 
personnel opting from East Bengal for whom provision has had to be made. 
Then, again, the administrative and other charges in the city of Calcutta 
which form a large part of the expenditure have not undergone anv diminu- 
tion as a result of the Partition. These include, among other things, the 
charges on account of the Calcutta Police, the rationing organisation in Cal- 
cutta as well as the larger medical, educational and other Government insti- 
tutions situated within the city. Apart from these, the most important reason 
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for the enhanced expenditure in West Beugal is that expenditure on bene- 
ficent activities has been veiy substantially increased over the limit fixed 
for undivided Bengal. This is most notice»d>le under “Agriculture” where 
the provision in the present estimates stands at 2 crores 41 lakhs agaiusit an 
actual of 2 crores 7 lakhs in 194>-4b and 2 crores 11 lakhs in l94fi-47 for the 
whole ot Bengal. The piiuciple ut making proportionate!) larger provi- 
sion than would follow from the ledmtioti tn the size of the Province, has 
been pursued under a good many other heads of beneficent activity. 

Let me now mention briefly -ome of the more iiupo r tnnt items for which 
provision has been made in the Budget for tin* coming year. 

Having regard to the tact that efforts ate likely to be wasted or be 
productive ot very limited results m the absence of timely and carefully 
drawn up plans as parts of ,m integrated comprehensive scheme, it has 
been decided to s t *f up - penal or g.uusation- for the survey of requirements 
and for comprehensive planum** m respect of Education. Agriculture, Irri- 
gation, Medical Relief. Public Health measures. Fisheries and Industrial 
Development. The total provision made foi these purposes amounts to 10 
lakhs. There is a further provision of b laklis for a Planning Organisation, 
for Heavy f heiim a 1 Indu-m**- to be -et up in the cunent year in colla- 
boration with Bihai and the Daniodai Willey ('orpomtom It is hoped that 
with the assistance of these vanous planning oignmsitum* it will be possible 
to chalk out an effective and well-co-ordinated piogramme of all round 
development in the Province to la* implemented aeeojdmg to our resources 
in men. monev and material and mi pui-uanr** of a correct older of priority. 
In the meantime it is proposed to proceed with a number of items in regard 
to which obje< fives and sc hemes have been more or less definitely settled. 

TTidet tlte Education Budget provision has been made for the improve- 
ment of facilities in various directions. The grant to the Uuleutta Uni- 
versity which is the pivot of our higher educational system has been 

enhanced from M lakhs to 14A lakhs mainly for the purpose of expanding 

the activities of the Po-t-( i ruduute Department in regard to higher research 
amj the study of scientific subject- For the expansion ot Uollcgiute educa- 
tion, *> laklis have been provided b\ wav of research grants, 2 lakh- for 
the improvement ot the Sanskrit College and I A lakhs for preliminary 
expenses m connection with the establishment of a new College in Darjeeling 
to satisfy* the needs and aspirations of the Ilillmen for higher education. 
Ail extra provision of •) lakhs has been made for grants to uon-Governiueiit 
Colleges for building projects and for the improvement of their libraries 
and laboratories A provision of 1A lakhs has been made for the establish- 
ment ot tour new High Schools for girls at Krishnagar, Suri. Julpaiguri 

and Jhargiuni. A contribution of lakhs has been provided for a non- 

lapsable Fund c reated for tlo* promotion of education amongst those section* 
of the society which are educationally and economically backward, ami this 
will contribute towards the special needs of Scheduled Castes, Hillnieu and 
Muslims. The grant to the Viswabharati has been enhanced from twenty- 
five thousand to forty thousand, and fifteen thousand has been provided for 
Tagore Memorial prizes. 

The Development Programme under Education includes a provision of 
11 lakhs for the introduction of the system of Ba«ic Education in the 
Province. Also, in view of the* importance which literacy among adult* 
is likely to attain as a result of the imj>endiitg change in franchise quali- 
fications. a provision of a lakhs has been made for an adult education 
drive. Five lakhs have been provided for the improvement of the Shib- 
pore Engineering College, 5 lakhs for the attachment of technical classes 
to High Schools and 2 lakhs for the setting ud of an Engineering School 
for diploma courses. A provision of 7 lakhs has been made for the over- 
seas training of students in various branches of technical and scientific 
•tudv. 

8 
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Other provisions comprised in the Development Programme include 6 
lakhs lor the expansion oi Secondary Education including 4 lakhs for Girls’ 
Education; 2 lakhs for the extension of the Presidency College; 2 lakhs 
for additional grant to Women’s Colleges; ‘U lakhs for equipment and 
machinery for Government Colleges and 1 lakh lor Hostel Buildings in 
rural areas. 

The largest individual provision for Medical Relief is one of a erore 
and d lakhs under the Development Programme lor the establishment of a net^ 
work of Union and Thana Health Centres throughout the Province, each 
centre being equipped with an indoor hospital, an outdoor dispensary, a 
maternity clinic and an anti-malarial “quad. Othei provisions include 72 
lakhs tor the maintenance <>t Auxiliary Hospitals in rural areas and (J lakhs 
for the establishment of a rural Nursing Service Provisions for the im- 
provement of medical facilities in Calcutta include 2b lakhs for the Lake 
Medical College, b lakhs for the improvement of the Campbell Medical 
School with provision for an extiu 1 GG beds. I lakh loi the children's ward 
in the Medical College Hospital and 1 lakh for preliminary expenses in 
connection with the establishment of an Infectious Diseases Hospital. Among 
measures for combating tuberculosis are included a provision of lb} lakhs 
for tilt* hospital at Kanehrapara, 4} lakhs for the establishment of a Sana- 
torium. 2 lakhs for the improvement of the Jadavpur Hospital and 1 lakh 44 
thousand as a maintenance grant fm the same Institution . A lump provision 
of b lakhs has been made for the improvement of non-Government medical 
institutions and oi 10 lakhs for the rehabilitation of existing State-owned 
hospitals. 

Provisions under Public Health include -45 lakhs foi Rural Water-supply 
and 12} lakhs for Water-supply and Drainage Projects m municipal areas. 
There is also pro\ision amounting to close upon 2*"» lakhs for the execution 
of anti-malarial measures including free distribution of Quinine and 
Pnludmie A lump provision of 8 lakhs has been made for auti-Leprosy 
Schemes and ol 4 lakhs fot Maternity and Child-welfare Centres 

The most important item in the Agm niton* Budget iclates to the Mipply 
of seeds and manures to agiimltutists with a vievs to im lease the cultivation 
of food-crop"*. The total provision on this u< count amounts to 1 erore 44 
lakhs, the grcatei part of the outla\ being recoverable tiom the cultivators. 
Othei provisions made im the same purpose include (>} lakhs fm the distri- 
bution of Iron and Ster 1 for Agricultural Implements, 4 lakhs for the dis- 
tribution of improved Sugarcane Cuttings. 4 lakhs for small Irri- 
gation Projects in agricultural areas, 4 lakhs tor the production of 
Coinjmst and 5 lakhs for the establishment of Seed Stores. The more import- 
ant provisions under the Development Programme are 2b lakhs for the re- 
exeavatron of Irrigation Tanks. 8 lakhs fm the improvement of Livestock, b 
lakhs for Crop Survev, -Ml thousand for Agricultural Roseau h. M» thousand 
for Soil Survev and 5b thousand for u Special Survev regarding the possi- 
bilities of extension of potato cultivation. With a view to secure the requi- 
site trained staff for improved agricultural activities it is proposed to 
start an Agricultural College in West Bengal and a provision of 2 lakhs 
has accordingly been included in the Budget for land acquisition and other 
preliminary expenses. One lakh has been provided for the establishment of 
u drv cow salvage farm and 44 lakhs for the running of ♦he Brooklyn Ice 
Plant and Cold Storage chambers which have been acquired from the Army 
authorities. Fiually, there is a provision of 25 lakhs for the completion of 

structures and provision of equijwneut in connection with the Central Live- 

Stock Station at Haringhata. 

The most important item in the Irrigation Budget is the Mor Irrigation 
Project for which a provision of 86 lakhs has been made under a Capital 
head in the coming year. The Project is divided into two parts. Part I 

being the construction of a reservoir behind a high dam across the Mor in 

the Sauthal Parganas in Bihar and Part II being the setting up of a 
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barrage in Suri along with pick-up weirs across the rivers Dwarka, 
Brahmani, Kopai and Bakreswar and a network of canals which are expect- 
ed to irrigate an area of six lakhs of acres in Birbhum and parts of Burdwan 
and Murshidabad. The present provision is for the second part only which 
will irrigate about a lakh and 20 thousand acres and is estimated to cost 4 
crores d8 lakhs in all. Kxeeution of Part I of the Scheme awaits an agree- 
ment with the Government of Bihar. It is hoped that this agreement will 
be soon forthcoming as Part II by itselt will not be sufficiently productive. 
Other important provisions include 17 lakhs for the Soadighi-Gangukhali 
Drainage Scheme, the Jhargmm Scheme and the Dolong Project in Midna- 
pore. 10 lakhs for the Bcrai Canal ami Suhunkur Duura Scheme in Bankitni, 
8 lakhs tor the re-excavation of tin* Saruswnti Klial and the Truns-Dnmodur 
Internal Drainage Scheme in Hooghlv and Howrah, 44 lakhs for the develop- 
ment of the River Research Institute and ti lakhs tor the preparation ot a 
master plan for the drainage of Calcutta and the sumiunding areas. In 
connection with our plans for irrigation, I should like to refer to the 
Damodar Valley Development Project which is a multi-purpose scheme of 
unique importance and interest The scheme involves the erection of as 
many as eight dams in Bihar and is estimated to cost .V> crores. It will 
not only ensure adequate protection from the danger of floods but will 
also irrigate a vast area in this Province and generate .'l lakhs kilowatts of 
electric power which will be available both to Bihar and to West Bengal. 
The scheme when completed will help m the production of additional food- 
crops of between 2 and •» lakh tons; and the hydro-electric power generated 
hy it will be of great benefit to the coalfields 

1 nder piesenf day conditions a large Mvtoj ot Indu*diy will continue 
to he left to private cuter pi iso ( im eminent ’•* role will 1 m* to provide 
suitable facilities and assistance under piopei lontrol and regulation where 
necessary Government <an help (lie development of industries b\ creating 
favourable condition- and b\ providing neies-ary facilities wit'll a view 
to niaxmiisc production and cinplovnient In accordame with tlicir latest 
industrial policy. the Central tiovernment propose to develop a number of 
basic lndustne* either as purely State enterprise m as enterprise set up 
partly with State and partly with private capital, ot even whom as private 
enterprise with State support and under regulation h\ the State. The Pro- 
vincial < iover nment ’s direct responsibility Inis, therefore, to la* limited to 
the residual held In that held again they have neccss.i » \ 1 \ to direct their 
attention rnoic to loftage small and medium-sized industries than to large 
industries, whnh ale more organised and can look alter themselves much 
better Besides, big industries have to operate not only on an all-India basis 
but. in some cases, on an international scale. These industries are parti- 
cularly affected by questions relating to taxation, tanft. foreign exchange, 
currency, etc, winch come under the sphere of the (Vntra! Government. 
The scope tor action on the part of the Provincial Government is also cir- 
cumscribed to some extent by the responsibility of the (Vntrul Government 
to co-ordinate regional development in accord with all-Tirdia plans. 
Subject to these limitations, the Provincial Government can and 
will render all the assistance they are capable of towards the 
development of all categories of industries in the Province under proper 
control and regulation where necessary with a view to max inline production 
and employment 

By this it is not suggested that under no circumstance* will the Piovin- 
cial Government venture ujron any industrial enterprise on their own 
account. In regard to industries which are of a basic nature or which 
constitute public utility services. Government may decide to undertake 
such enterprises with a view either to carry out pioneering work or to create 
maximum employment for the people or to supply raw materials for other 
industries. The generation and supply of electricity, for instance, is a 
typ® of industry which Government has decided to undertake on their own 
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account, with the object of providing power to be utilised in irrigation, 
agriculture and industry. Government G also considering the question of 
developing the salt industry either on their own account or through suitable 
public cot [Mirations and Boards and by affording nece^suiy assistance to the 
existing concerns. 

Con.sistenth with tin*' policy, a provision of 15 lakhs has. been made 
in the Budget tor participation in the Central Government’s scheme for 
the manufactuic of tcrtilisers on a large scale at Sindri in Bihar. A sum 
of 14 lakhs has been provided for the development of the silk-reeling indus- 
try. Other items concerned with the development of the silk indus- 
try include reorganisation of the Silk Conditioning House, the Silk Tech- 
nological Institute and the Department of Sericulture at a total cost of 
8 lakhs, f ive lakhs have been provided for the development of salt pro- 
duction and 3 lakhs for the encouragement of various types of small-scale 
industries such as hand-made paper, r/i/r, etc. There is a provision of 4 
lakhs tor the promotion of the Khadi Industry and of 3 lakhs 
for the reorganisation of the industrial Research Laboratory. With 
a view to ensure an adequate supply of electrical energy which is so neces- 
sary for industrial development 3^ lakhs has been provided for the Xorth 
Calcutta Electrification Scheme, 2b lakh- for the appointment of power 
engineers and lakhs for the Khniugpur-Midnapore Electrification 

Scheme There is also a provision ol ‘1 lakhs tor Diesel alternators for the 
supply of power and energy to areas where electricity is not yet available. 
The Tanning Institute and the Textile Institute under the Directorate 
of Industries ale going to lie considerably expanded and a total provision 
of Id lakhs has been made for these two items. A number of provisions 
hus been included in the Budget for the development of technical training 
institutions in West Bengal A sum ot ti\ lakh> has been provided for the 
establishment of two Technical Schools at .Talpaiguri and Darjeeling and 
of Ft lakhs for the provincialisation of the existing Technical Schools at 
Burdwau and Bishnupur. A provision of Ft lakhs has been made for the 
acquisition of land for a Higher Technological Institute to be established 
by the Government of India in the vicinity of Asunsol. I would also like 
to refer to two other important provisions, namely, one of 4 lakhs for a 
general Planning Organisation for industiial development and another of 
6 laklis for n (Manning Organisation for Heavy Chemicals in collaboration 
with the Bihar Government and the Damodar Valley Corporation. 

1 hope, in tine course, to place before the House a proposal for the crea- 
tion of an Industrial Finance Corporation for financing the development 
of medium-sired and small industries in this Province. The proposal is still 
under the consideration of Government. The organisation is proposed to 
be formed on the lines of the recent scheme for Industrial Finance Corpora- 
tion formulated by the Government of India. Xo provision for this item 
has been included in the Budget but when the scheme matures, it will be 
placed before the House and the necessary demand for funds will be made. 


Earlier in my statement I have referred to the urgent need for develop- 
ing our means of communication. The total provision made for this pur- 
pose in next year’s Budget amounts to 1 crore 33 lakhs and covers both 
Provincial Highways and important District Roads. There is also a provi- 
sion of 45 laklis for the section of the Calcutta-Delhi and Calcutta-Bombay 
National Highways passing thrmigh this Province as well for a road link 
with Assam from the border of Bihar to Bagdogru in Talpaiguri. Work 
is also in progress on the Xational Highway connecting the southern part 
of West Bengal with the northern part. The entire expenditure on account 
of all these Xational Highways will be met by the Centre and the Pro- 
vincial Budget is accordingly relieved of the charges relating to them. 
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The House is well aware of the extreme hardship to which the people 
going about their huMuess in greater Calcutta are subjected daily for 
absolute inadequacy of transports facilities As this area is the nerve-centre 
of the economic activities of the Province. facilit\ of movement is 
absolutely essential, and Government have decided to oieate ail organisation 
for putting a large number of buses on tin* roads immediately. Beside* 
offering the necessary relief to the people, the srheme will also provide the 
requisite experience which will be helpful in connection with the eventual 
nationalisation of transport services in Calcutta. A provision of '>0 lakh* 
has been included in the estimates with this object in view. 

A very important matter which is engaging the earnest attention of 
Government is the pioblem ot prouditig Mutable housing accommodation 
tor Im'fcc dwellers ns well as lor the lower middle classes. The Burget 
includes a provision ot „Mt lakhs tot the iclumsing o* inmates t» f slums and 
hnstees and of M) lakhs ioi housing schemes tot lowei middle-class people. 
The outlay on the latte! piop*<t is expected to In* fully recoverable in course 
of time. 

Another item of prodmnve expenditure which calls for individual 
mention is the Kanchiapaia Area Development Scheme foi which a provi- 
sion ot Ml lakhs has been included in the Budget The object of this 
s( heme Js to ,(i quite the Artn\ sit - at K. ill'll » a para measuring about |'l, ()()() 
actes with a \ lew to develop it on a planned b.isi-* tor industrial, residential 
and other purposes The need tor dev oloprneiit ot residential locations has 
assumed special uti'cncv at the present time 

A lump provision ot 1 lakh Im* been included in the estimates tor the 
purpose of helping the establishment of a few community kitchens on an 
ot the selieme is to alleviate the hardship nj the large floating 
population of moderate means m this city who are confronted 
with acute difficulties ot accommodation and cannot run their 
own kit< hens for want ot taulities It also aims at provid- 

ing a welcome 1 e I let to -ik h families from the dt inlgery of eookillg 
and at assisting them in obtaining a balanced diet The kitchens will serve 
nutritious ft we! under hvgieim conditions and at economic prices. It this 
experiment proves successful hi creating a favourable response to community 
feeding, if will have rendered a distinct social service by lightening the 
household problems of a large number of middle-class families. It will not, 
however, be possible to pul tile sthenic into operation before the food stock 
position improve^ substantially 

We feel that those patnotic persons, who suffered and made sacrifices 
for the cause of the country and hastened the dawn of freedom, deserve 
special consideration from the Government. The Government are aware that 
some of them are living a lite of poverty and are desperately trying to find 
their feet in life A s< heme of as-Mance for them is under the consideration 
of Government hen all over the world it is found that the w ar- veterans are 
being helped in many material ways by the Governments, we owe it to our- 
selves to do what we can to assist these veterans in the fight for freedom in 
the best practicable manner 

The welfare of labour is engaging the earnest cosideration of Government. 
It is fully recognised that contented and efficient labour is a vital asset to 
industrial production The labourer is entitled to his full share in production 
and to adequate attention to his problems of welfare. At the same time it is 
obvious that increasing production is the surest road to increasing wages. 
Production being a co-operative process, the maintenance of good relations 
between the employer and ibe employed is essential to increasing production 
which is to the mutual benefit of both parties. It is, therefore, the duty of 
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Government to assist in the development of trade unionism on sound lines an 
to provide the necessary machinery for the settlement of disputes by bringin 
together the parties on a plane of reason and discussion. In consonance wit 
this policy a provision of 1 lakh 68 thousand has been made for the establish 
ment of a conciliation machinery, development of trade unions on sound line 
and the opening ol new labour welfare centres. There is also a provision o 
1 lakh 25 thousand for labour welfare centres with attached dispensaries 
radios, reading room'), etc.; and 40 thousand from the publication of th 
Calcutta Labour Journal. 


There is a provision of 10 lakhs included in these estimates for preliminar 
expenses in connection with the abolition of the Zemindari System which i* 
has been decided to carry out in the shortest possible times. "The details o 
the programme of abolition are being worked out jointly with other Province 
and considerable progress has already been made The nuestion of the amoun 
compensation us well as the method of its payment has not \ot been settled a: 
it is now being discussed at the all-India level. The provision of 10 lakb 
represents merely the preliminary expenses in connection with the preparatioE 
ol records and the assessment of claims to compensation. 


It will be seen that in the estimates before the House for the coming veai 
an additional provision of 1 erore has been made for increasing the emolu- 
ments of lower paid Government employees. This iuerea.se, I may point out, 
comes iu addition to an increase of 24 cron.** per annum provided for on the 
eve of the Partition. Both these increases are recurring charges. I am well 
aware thut in the conditions of the present times even these increases may be 
found inadequate to meet the lull needs of those fm whom tlu*\ are meant. 
Hut I am sure that Government employees, consisting as they do of a large 
proportion of educated men, will not fail to appreciate the difficulties in the 
wa\ of making larger appropriations tor this purpose. While there cun lie no 
denying that conditions of liviug in the urban areas have become difficult for 
lnauy, particulai I\ those with fixed incomes, it will be recognised that the 
f»u tunes of Government employees must bear a ceitain relation to the income 
41 ( * s H uh lin li y i »«‘ ( d the vast masses fiom whose toil the coffers of 

the State liuve to be filled The Government of a country is not a profit- 
making institution like a commercial enterprise m which increased emolu- 
ments can be claimed on the basis ot the profits made Besides. Govern- 
ment service can have a real significance only when it is actuated by a genuine 
sjunt of service to the public. That does not mean that Government should 
k* nidi norent to the economic welfare of their employees ot should not reward 
their devotion to duty by improving their emoluments. But this should be a 
gradual process, conditioned by our ability to achieve an improved standard 
ot living for the masses and consequent availability of requisite resources to 
the State. 1 am fully confident that Bengal is second to no other Province 
in the displaN of public spirit which I have .just now mentioned. And I make 
the appeal in the fullest confidence that Government employees of everv 
grade ami in every branch will evince that spirit of service to the country 
without which our new -found freedom would be of no avail to the masses anil 
may, indeed, prove to be a bitter disappointment to them. I mav assure them 
that after our present developmental plans for the ' amelioration 
of the conditions of the masses have progressed to some extent and the full 
pictuie of our financial recount 1 ' under the new Constitution is known we 
expeet to see our revenues expand and then the question of raising the emolu- 
ments of lower pant Government servants will strain he considered. For the 
present, let us not forget that the masses ton are looking forward to the first 
fruits of freedom and the most essential amenities of rivilised Government in 
the shape of better educational and medical facilities and other measures of 
aocial service. 


Let me now state briefly the financial results of the working of the cominjr 
year according to the estimates placed before the House. The year starts with 
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an opening balance of 2i crores. Revenue receipts amount to 31 crores 
against an expenditure of 32 crores thus resulting in a revenue deficit of 1 
crore. The net effect of operations under the Debt, Deposit and Capital 
^Sections of the Bedget is a debit balance of 1 crore representing mainly the 
net outlay on procurement operations, that is to say, the value of stocks of 
foodgrains purchased but not sold off during the year. 

The outstanding liabilities at the end of the year include the advance 
of 2A crores taken from the Centre to liquidate the share allocated to this 
Province of the debit balance of undivided Bengal with the Reserve Bank 
of India. As already explained, other liabilities of substantial dimensions 
are likely to uccrue as a result of the allocution by the Arbitral Tribunal 
of the outstanding’ financial commitments of undivided Bengal and the 
value of a-Nots like building* included within the boundaries of this 
Proviuee 


The House will observe that the first annual Budget of the Province 
of West Bengal i-> a deficit Budget This however, need not give rise t<* 
misgivings If we suceeed m inplementing the schemes for which financial 
provision has been made m these estimates, wt 1 shall have achieved encour- 
aging progress toward" the development of mil Province. As the financial 
settlement under the new Constitution is finalised and mines into effect, 
we shall be in a po-ition to know the nature ami extent of our financial re- 
sources and we shall he able to exploit further sources oi revenue according 
to requirement 

t may thus permit mwdt to end on a cautn»us|\ confident note. If the 
potentialities lminediatcU ahead ot us are fullv realised b\ the right kind 
ot elide, ivoin on out p.itl, there is ground, indeed, for taking a definitely 
optimistic \ lew of the fuluie I hope and believe that in planning and exe- 
cuting our future I)e\ elopiueiit Programmes, lack of mom*\ will not prove 
to be a great obstacle, provided money is properly used, schemes are 
rightU drawn tip and taken up tor execution in the correct order of priority, 
an efficient m.n Imiei \ is set up for their implementation and the enthusiasm 
and co-operation of the public are forthcoming in an adequate measure. Let 
me stress m\ conviction that given highest sense of integrity and the keen- 
est standard ot efhciem \ , the immediate future may well pave the way 
to a bet tei . stronger and more balanced economy tor out Province. 

T have just given lou a brief account of our plans and proposals fop 
the Miming \ ear 1 confess that thc.se do not present a complete picture 
or a tull> integrated programme of de\elnpmen1 for the Province. During 
the short time which was avtilalde to the pre\ious Ministry, absorbed as 
ihc\ were with the immediate problems caused by the Partition, and the 
very brief period during which the present Ministry have been in office, it 
has not been possible tor us to formulate such integrated plans. Tn respect 
of most of the development schemes, lump provisions have been made as an 
earnest of mit sincere intention to elaborate comprehensive plans covering 
♦ he requirements nf the Province \\ hen detailed schemes in respect of the 
lump provisions made under different department are ready, it is hoped that 
it will be possible to fit them together into an integrated whole. 

The central objective of our Development Programme is admittedly to 
raise the standard of living of the masses. This, in ultimate analysis, 
i* conditioned by two obvious factors, namely production of more wealth and 
its equitable distribution among the people The foremost emphasis should, 
of course, be laid on the first of the factors at this stage of our economic deve- 
lopment. Even the most equitable distribution of our existing national 
wealth can hardly ensure auy substatial improvement in the standard of 
living and more wealth must be created by tne improvement of agriculture 
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and industry. The resuscitation of our rural economy is naturally to be 
placed in the forefront of our programme of work and will depend mainly 
on the provision of (‘heap electricity and adequate irrigational facili- 
ties ( heap electricity can alone assist the cottage and small industries in 
a material way and /dace them in a position of competitive efficiency in 
regard to organized industries — not indeed, with a view to replace them but 
as un effective pa it of an integrated whole compiling large-scale, medium- 
sized, small and cottage industries The improvement of irrigational faci- 
lities in the ruial areas will impnm* the yield of agriculture and help its 
extension iu the Pinxim-e in which many thousands of acres remain arid 
and uncultivated in the absence of adequate water-supply. Schemes for- 
tackling all these problems are, of course, being taken in hand on a gra- 
duated scale and according to due order of priority. 

In (hi- pieces*, of developing our resources ami creating new wealth, it 
shall he mn constant endeawmr to see that the increased production and 
prosperity is shared in its full measure In the common man both in rural 
ami ui ban mens. it will lie our aim to abjure an\ policy that 

tends to concentrate wealth m the hands of a fortunate few, thereby 

nuking, relatixely. the rub richer and the pool- poorer. It should, how- 
ever, lie i eniembei ed that it is not within the competence ot any Provincial 
Government to control all the iaetois responsible for such inequalities in 
the society. 1 need hanll\ stress that no eountiy cm he a true democracy 
if it allow s gieat inequalities of wealth and lank to cxi-l except such as 

are wai ranted by ditfeienees in merit For, it is husicullx wrong that one 

should go through life with even conceivable material advantage while 
others should he subjected at cveiy turn to the cumulatiw penalties of the 
under-pi i\ ileged. 

1 am fully conscious that whate\ci -a hemes, we ha\e he» n aide to provide 
ill the present Budget do not go t.u enough to >ol\e mu preying problems ami 
to meet the anticipation of the public 1 feel also that in the first \ear of free- 
dom, it is difficult for the people as ,t whole m particulai classes thereof 
to adjust then hopes and expectations to the icaiitics of the sitintion The 
exhilaration of new-found ireedom. the scum* ot achievement that it gives, 
the matcnal impulse to seek a jiM lew.ird for the sacrifices or prixations 
of decade* and, tihoxe all, the inescapable feeling that foieign rule was 
almost the sole impediment to out prosperitx and plenty— these inevitably 
raise high expectations ami tend to accentuate the sense ot disappointment. 
It is necessarx . therefore, at this stag-e to remind ourseUes of our difficult 
ties ami to view the problems to he solved on an objective basis. The change 
that fieedmu implies is that we are lice to pool and apply our energies to 
our common task as we envisage it to oui best interests. It docs not 
automatically or by itself change in a moment the resources at our com- 
mand. Those who expect that freedom, h\ itself, will, in the twinkling 
of an e\e, wave all our wants and troubles a wax and at once re-establish our 
deranged economy on a sound basis, are counting without the inherent res- 
ponsibilities of freedom. While Government may find ways and means of 
making larger outlays on big and beneficial schemes, the accomplishment of 
the various constructive schemes and projects would depend upon the expert 
personnel at our command, the capacity for co-operation and co-ordination 
which we have in our ranks and also the* availability of requisite materials. 
That capacity can be greatly enhanced if we are capable of eliminating un-* 
healthy differences, and enthusing one and all for the common aims we have 
before us. * 

While our endeavours as represented in this, the first Budget of our 
Province, in Free India are not spectacular or far-reaching, let us prav to 
Almighty God that these may lead to greater and more comprehensive efforts 
on our part. Let us also invoke the blessings of the Father of the Xation, 
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Mahatma Gandhi, in all our endeavours to build up a society in which there 
will be ho poverty, no feeling of high olds* and low* class; a society in whose 
making the common man will have an effective voice and in which all com- 
munities big or small .shall live in perfect harmony. 


“ BAXDE MATAKAM.” 


Janab MD. KHUDA BUKHSH : Mai Hind 

The Hon’bfe Sri NALINf RANJAN SARKER: “Candhiji ki Jai.” 

Although Mahatma (iaudhi is not with u> in flesh and blood, his spirit is 
with u s. 


APPENDIX I. 


West Bengal Budget, 1948-49. 


H<W^iptn- 

Opemng Balance 
Revenue Receipts 
Receipts from Debt Heads 


Expenditure — 

Revenue Expenditure 
Capital Expenditure 
Expenditure on Debt Heads 
Closing Balance 


Net Result — 

Surplus ( + ) 

Deficit (-) 

(а) On Revenue Account 

(б) Outside Revenue Account 

(c) Net. excluding Opening Balance „ 


(The figure* are in thousands of rupees.) 

Estimate from 
15th August Budget, 

1 1*4? to Hist 1048-40. 

March 1948. 


I’.OU, 1 2 
JS.88.2a 
53.42,15 
7u.24.2M 


2.54.23 

31,18,52 

72.8h.30 

i.omM 


16,46,08 31,06,45 

2,17,011 5,67,00 

49, (Ml, 00 68,20,70 

2,54.22 74,60 

70,24.20 1,06,50,11 


+ 2,41,28 — 77,03 

+ 2,10,06 -1,01,40 

+ 4.60,84 — 1,79,88 
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[The figures are in thousands of rupees.] 
Estimate for the 

period from 15 Ul Budget 

Haads. August 1947 to 31st Estimate, 

March 1948. 1948-49. 

A — Revenue Account. 



63B — Expenditure on Post-War Development Schemes— 



Land Revenue 

5.50 

10,00 

Forest 

9.96 

7,75 

Irrigation 

11,35 

60,96 

Police 


2,00 

Education . . . . , , 

81,1 5 

84,02 

Medical 

46,94 

2,48,88 

Public Health 

16,72 

65,09 

Agriculture 

25,86 

70,77 

Veterinary 

12 

53 

Co-operation 

6.73 

21,74 

Industries 

8,32 

07,61 

Fisheries 

10 

3,12 

Cinchona 


98 

Labour 

67 

2.08 

Works ... 



Miscellaneous 

6,00 

12,00 

Total (Revenue Account) 

1,99,42 

8,57,43 

B — Outsido Revenue Account. 



48 — Construction of Irrigation, Navigation, Embankment 
and Drainage works. 

40.00 

88,04 

71 — Capital Outlay on Schemes of Agricultural Improve- 
ment and Research 

2..*0 

11,50 

72 — Capital Outlay on Industrial Development 

11,80 

79,18 

81 — Capital Aooount of Civil Works outside the Revenue 
Aooount. 

17,65 

1,33,24 

82— Capital Account of other Provincial Works outside 
the Reveuue Account. 

25 

1,70,00 

Total (Outside Revenue Aooount) . . 

78,20 

4,79,96 

Grand total 

8*71,88 

11,37,19 
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Dttmu. 

Land Ravanua. 

[Th* figurm are in thousand, of rupaeaj 
Estimate 

fo r the period from Budget 
13th August 1947 to K«Umete # 
3Ut Man'h 1948. 1948*49. 


Preliminary measures for abolition of the Zenumlari 
System. 

Forest. 

5,5 »0 

10,00 

l. 

Scheme for afforestation in the district of Nadia 

3,83 

45 

2. 

Conservation of private forests and afforestation of 
private waste lands. 

1 .85 

2,30 

3. 

Acquisition and afforestation of waste lands. 

4.28 

5,00 


Total 

Irrigation. 

9.98 

7,75 

1 

Rukri Khal Irrigation Scheme in Bankura district . . 

25 

19 

2 

Harahatuganj drainage project in 24 Purganas 
district 

25 

3,00 

3. 

Silt clearance of Duma Khal in Midnnjiore district . . 

3(» 

2.00 

4. 

Trans Damodar Internal Drainage Scheme in the 
districts of Hooghly and Howruh. 

1.20 

3,75 

6. 

Kulai Khal Irrigation Scheme m Bankura district . 

3n 

38 

6. 

Silt clearance of Jibanti and Banki rivers m 
Murahidabad district. 

4 2 

1,00 

7 - 

Hinglow River Embankment Scheme in Birbhum 
district 

30 


8. 

Jampot Irrigation Schemes in Jalpaiguri district 

34 

1,90 

9. 

Re-excavation of Saraswati Khal in districts of 
Hooghly and Howrah 

Ho 

4,00 

10. 

Soadighi-Uangakliah Drainage Seheuio in Midnapore 
district. 

1,00 

8,00 

11. 

Berai Canal Irrigation Scheme m Bankura district 

1,00 

5,00 

12. 

Subankar Danra Scheme in Bankura district 

75 

5,00 

IS. 

Putrangi Irrigation Scheme in Midnapore district 

40 

1,00 

14. 

Jhargram Irrigation Scheme m Midnapor* district . . 

75 

4,00 

15. 

Dolong Irrigation Project in Midnapore district 


5,00 

10. 

Anita drainage project in Howrah district 


1,00 

17. 

Cut connecting the river Kuntj and Oiandannagore 
ditch m Hooghly district. 


2,00 

18. 

Minor Irrigation Scheme in Birhhum district 


41 

19. 

Drainage and Flushing Scheme m Mutshidabad 
district 


50 

to. 

Btdyadhan-Peeii Scheme in 24-Parganas dwtnet 

63 


21. 

Preparation of Master plan for drainage of Calcutta 
and surrounding areas. 

2,25 

5.73 

22. 

Development of River Research Institute 

41 

4,50 

23. 

Planning of comprehensive Irrigation and Drainage 
Projects. 


2.00 


Total 

11,35 

00,96 
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Poliet. 



[The figure# 

are in thousands of rupees, j 


Items. 

Estimate 

for the period from 
15th August 1947 to 

Budget 

Estimate 

Establishment of Police Wireless Headquarters at 
Tollygungc 

3Bt March 1948. 

1948-49. 

2,00 

1 . 

Education. 

Immediate Plan of Sibporo Engineering College 

2,12 

3,00 

2. 

(.rant to Jadavpur College 

1.55 

40 

3. 

Strengthening of Headquarters staff for supervision 
of the new system of education 

h 

8 

4. 

Physical Instructresses of Training Schools and 
Colleges for (i iris 

3 

7 

r>. 

Scheme for sending students abroad 

2,87 

7,36 

«. 

Increasing the salaries of Primary School TeacherR . . 

32.04 

24,61 

7. 

Expansion of training facilities for graduate men and 
women teachers 

14 

2,32 

8. 

Training of staff for Basic Primary Training School 

36 

i,oo 

9. 

Banu Training School 

5.97 

5,00 

10. 

Introduction of Basic Education 

10.50 

5,50 

11. 

Primary Training College 


1,00 

12. 

Adult Education 

t.o 

5,00 

13. 

Sibpore Engineering College Final Plan 


2,00 

14. 

Technical High Schools 


5,25 

ir*. 

Engineering School for Diploma (Anuses 


2.00 

10. 

Secondary Education 


3,00 

17. 

Expansion of Girls' Secondary Education 

40 

2,70 

18. 

Equipment of private Colleges 

2,00 


19. 

Equipment and machinery for Government Colleges 

1.00 

3,40 

20. 

Extension of Presidency College 


2,00 

21. 

Increasing efficiency of Primary School Inspection 
and strengthening of staff 


1.73 

22. 

Nursery School and Classes 


10 

23. 

Colleges for Women 

75 

1,80 

24. 

Reorganisation of Government Commercial Institute, 
Calcutta 

5 

1,10 

25. 

Youth Welfare and provision of facilities for physical 
exercises 


2.10 

26. 

Hostel buildings in rural areas 


1.00 

50 

27. 

Educational Survey and Planning 



Total 

61,15 

64,02 
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[The figures? are in thousand* of rupats.J 
Estimate for 

the period from Budget * 
Items. 1 5th August 1047 Estimate, 

to 31st March 104$. 1048*49. 


1. 

Increase m the number of rural th.s]>ensaries and 
establishment of Public Health I'mts 

2.00 

1,03,00 

2 

Maintenance of Auxiliary Government Hospitals 

23,00 

72,00 

3. 

Hehabilitation anti improvement of existing 
hospitals 


10,00 

4. 

Stud} lea \ e ex -India for Officers of the Provincial 
Medical Service (I pper) 


30 

r, 

Establishment of a temporun Metlical College in 
the hake area in Calcutta with a temporary I.(KM> 
bedded hospital (Provincial share) 

11.00 

26.00 

0 

Provision of an Infe- tious Diseases Hospital ui 

Cal< utta 


1,00 

7 

Children's Ward in Medical College Hospitals, 
Calcutta 

DO 

1.00 

h 

Creation of an Ambulance Service 

20 

30 

it 

Control and pre\ ention of \ cnrreai 1 >wea»es 

2,18 

3,73 

1". 

Establishment of T II Sanatorium 


4,68 

11 

Establishment of a T H Hospital at Kanchrapara 

3.00 

10,68 

13 

Establishment of a rural Nursing Service anti 
improvement of nursing svstem 


3,82 

13 

Conversion of Campl>ell Metlical School, Calcutta, into 
a College and provision of HR' additional beds 


3.82 

14 

Improvement of Pharmacy and Pharma < \ framing 


1,41 

15 

Improvement of Jadavpur T. Fi. Hospital 


1,94 

10. 

Planning Committee for Medical Relief 


1,00 


Total 

46,94 

2.48,88 



Public Health. 



1. 

Rural water ripply 

8.00 

31,40 

2. 

Water-supply and drainage in municipal areas 

2,00 

12,36 

3. 

Control of Malaria 


6,00 

4. 

Maternity and Child Welfare Scheme 

30 

3,00 

3. 

Malaria control in the fringe area of the Salt Lake* to 
the east of Calcutta. 

3,22 

4,13 

6. 

Anti-leprosy Scheme 

3,00 

8,00 

7. 

Comprehensive Planning of rural water-supply and 
other public health measures. 


1,00 


Total 

16,72 

63,09 
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[The figures are in thousands of rupee*.] 

Estimate Budget 

for the period from Estimate, 
Items. 15th August 1947 1948-49. 

to 31st March 1948. 


1. Establishment of a Central Livestock Research -oum- 

Breeding station at Haringhata. 

2. Improvement of Livestock Industry 

3. Goat Multiplication Scheme 

4. Improvement of Agricultural School at Chinsura 

5. Development of Publicity and Propaganda Organisa- 

tion of Agriculture Department. 

6. Expansion of commodity grading centres 

7. Scheme for development of Agricultural Marketing 

8. Soil Survey 

9. Station for trial of new potato hybrids at Bh&njang 

in Durjoehng district. 

10. Scheme lor control of disease in potatoes m plains 

and in lulls 

1 1. Running of Brooklyn Ice plant and cold storage 

12. Anti-erosion experiment by Visva-Bharati 

13. Crop Survey Work 

14. Agricultural Research 

15. Scheme for the establishment of a dry cow salvage 

farm. 

16. Tank Improvement 

17. Establishment of an Agricultural College 

18. Agricultural Planning 

19. Survey for extension of potato cultivation 

Total 


VtUrinary. 

Provision of letter facilities for Veterinary aid hi Calcutta 
and its suburbs. 


Co-operation. 

1. Reorganisation of the staff of the Co-operative 
Directorate. 

2 Improvement of supply of milk to the city of Calcutta 
through the t'alcutta Co-operative Milk Societies’ 
Union. 

3. Rehabilitation of cottage industries on Co-operative 

basis. 

4. Co-operative Training and Model Co-operative Colony 

5. Development of Co-operative Fisheries 

6. Organisation and development of the Co-operative 

Alliance 

7. Organisation and development of Co-operative stores 

and banks. ^ 

8- Establishment and development of Multi-purpose 
Societies. 

9. Establishment of Co-operative Farms . . 


10,00 

26,37 

3,71 

7,73 

5 


11 

25 

30 

64 

8 

33 

8 

29 

17 

G6 

4 

14 

19 

29 

90 

4,50 

17 

17 


5,40 


50 


1,00 

1 0,0(1 

20.00 


2,00 


L00- 


.*0 

25. Mi 

7o,77 

12 

53 


60 

5.0 i 

1,14 

14 

3,28 

3,94 

33 

5 /A 

15 

9 

52 

9 

27 

1,09 

29 

6,14 

15 

61 

6,73 

21,74 


Total 
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l. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6 . 

7. 

H 

9. 

10 . 

11 

12 


1 3 

14 

15 
Mi 
17. 
I* 
19 


21 . 


22 . 

23 . 

24. 

25. 

26. 
27. 


1. 

2 . 

3. 

4. 




[The figure* are in thousands of rupees.] 
Estimate for 

the period from Budget 

Item*. 15th August 1947 to Estimate, 

3 let March 1948. 1948-49. 


Appointment of Power Engineers and staff for 
development of electricity. 

Reorganisation of the Department of Industries 
Reorganisation of the Ceramic Institute 
Office of the Adviser on location of Industries 
Reorganisation of the Department of Sericulture 
Scheme for SericuKural Training 
Reorganisation of the Textile Institute, Seram pore 
Reorganisation of Government Silk Conditioning 
House. 

Expansion and reorganisation of the Tanning 
Institute, Calcutta. 

Reorganisation of Industrial Research laboratory 

Promotion of Uur industry 

Promotion of hand-made paper industry 

Establishment of a Technical School m Darjeeling . . 

Promotion of Khadi industry 

Establishment of a Sales Emporium 

Establishment of a Technical School at Asanaol 

Reorganisation of the Industrial Museum 

Reorganisation of the two existing Weaving St hoois 

Reorganisation of the Stlk Technological Institute at 
Berhampore. 

Increased grant for Industrial Research 
Expansion of Mulberry cultivation in 1 >arjcel mg >1 ills 
Establishment of a Technical School at Jalpaigun 
Pro\ incialisation of ihshnupur Technical School . 
Provmcialisation of Hurdwan Technical School 

Planning Committee for Heavy Chemical Industries ui 
collaboration with Bihar and Damoclar Valley 
Corporation. 

Planning for Industrial Development 

Land acquisition for a Higher Technical Institute 

Total 

FisbtriM. 

Development of Tank FUberie* 

S underbans A bad areas fishery development scheme 

Establishment of a technological station for expert 
merits in fish processing and utilisation of fish 
wastes. 

P lanning for development of Fisheries 

Total 


1.30 

45 

1,91 

9 


71 


19 

I.Oo 


00 

32 


30 


1,00 


8,32 


10 


10 


2,50 

1.20 

3,83 

5.00 

1.00 

0,27 

03 

0,78 

3.00 
57 
50 

4.00 

4.00 
35 

2.00 

10 

1.70 

1,25 

1,00 

20 

2,00 

1,75 

3,20 

6,00 

4.00 

5.00 
67,51 


09 

29 

1,64 

50 

3,12 



BUDGET FOB 1948-49. [17th Fbb., 

Cinehm. 


[The figures ore in thousands of rupees.] 
Estimate 

for the period from Budget Estimate, 
Items. 15th August 1947 to 1948*49. 

31st March 1948. 


1. Higher Technical Training of Overseers ... 7 

2 . Research into improved methods of Quinine . . 55 

manufacture. 

8. Higher Technical Training of Quinologiat . . 6 

4. Cultivation of Medicinal plants 30 

Total . . 93 


Labour. 

1. Establishment of a conciliation machinery for settling 64 1,68 

industrial disputes, development of Trade Union on 
sound Lines and opening of new Labour Welfare 
(Centres. 

2. Calcutta Labour Journal 3 40 

Total . . 67 2,08 


Misctllantoui. 


Peace-time Fire Service 

6,00 

9,00 

Establishment of Community Kitchens 


1,00 

Grant for all-round rural development 


2,00 


Total . . 6.00 12,00 


M— Saiwtruatlan ol Irrigation, Navigation, Embankmant ami Oral nag* Work*. 

Mor Kwervoir Project in the district, of Birbhuin »nd 40,00 86.04 

Murshidabacb 


71 Capital outlay an tchama* ot Agricultural Imyrovamant and RaMarch. 

I. Multiplication of quality potato seeds at Rungbull 1,00 8,00 

Farm in Darjeeling and in the plains. 

'*• 

f. Es ta blishm ent of six Seed Multiplication Farms . 1,50 5,00 


8. E st a b lishment of one Jute Seed Multiplication Farm 

2,50 


3,50 


Total 


11,50 
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72— Capital autiay an Industrial Develapmant 

[The figure* are in thousand* of rupee*.] 

Eitiouit* Budget 

for the period from Estimate, 

15th August 1947 to 1948*49. 

3Ut March 1948. 


1. Exploitation of Coastal ami Estuarine Fisheries anti 
pro\ usion of Fishmg Fleet 

3.80 

2,18 

2. N' rth Calcutta Rural Elect rifiuat ion Si heme 

4.00 

32.40 

3 Participation m the <>o\ eminent of India 't Scheme 
for manufacture of Fertiliser*. 


15.00 

4 Diesel Electrn Pool 

50 

3,10 

5 Organisation of silk Keeler* *( u operative* 

3.50 

13.80 

6. Development of Salt Production 


5,00 

7 Kharagpur Midnaporo Kle< trim at ion S< heme 


2.03 

8. Increased provision for aid to Industrie# 


5,00 

Total 

11.80 

79.18 

SI — Capital Account of Civil Works outside the Revenue Aeeount. 


Development of Provincial Road* 

17,85 

1,33.24 

Construction and improvement of National Highways 

8,00 

45,00 

Deduct — Recovery from the Central Government for 
National Highways 

— 8,00 

— 45,00 

Total 

17,85 

1,33,24 

02— Capital Account of othor Provincial Works outside the Revenue Account 

1. Kanchrapara Area I>evelopment Scheme 

10 

50,00 

2. Re-houaing of buatee-dweliers and constitution of a ^ 
Housing Board for the purpose [ 

Improvement of slum* under the Bengal Slum j 
Improvement Act, ]9I8 J 

8 

20,00 

3. Housing for inuidle -class people 


50,00 

4. Improvement of Transport facility s in Greater Calcutta 


50,00 

1 otal 

23 , 

1,70,00 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER! I flunk no other hu*im^<n vvj]| bp trarm;ict**rl 
to*iu> . I. adjourn the Hou>e till d-4o pm. tomorrow. 

Adjournment. 

Tli*» Houne was urcorrlimrlv adj<»uru«-*l at o p.m. til] .J-4-j p.m. on Weiirten* 
ilay, the 18th l't*bruar\ , llGS, at the A^HeinMv Houee, Ualcutta, 


4 
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[18th Fkb., 


Proceedings of the West Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of ndia Act, 1935 , 
as adapted. 

Tjik Asskmui.y iirnt in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Wednesda\ , the 
18th Fehruan 1 IM.H, at ‘ 1 - 4 ) j».in. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the llon’ble Sim lsu \r 13 v s .1 \l\n) in the Chair, 11 Hon’ble 
Ministers and ’>7 members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answer* were given) 

Export of cattle from Murshidabad to Pakistan. 

*2. Sri SHYAMAPADA BHATTACHARYYA; in) U the Hon hie 

Miniate! in ehaige of the Agneult ure Depai tment aware — 

(/) that a huge nuinhei of cattle is being exported from Murshidabad 
to Pakistan area**, and 

in) that there is a serious shortage ot milch rows as well as cattle meant 
tor agricultural needs m tin* Province Y 

(h) It so, what immediate steps, if an\, do (in\ernment intend to take 
to prevent tlie export a< referred to in (n) < i > P 

The Hon’ble Sri JADABENDRA NATH PANJA: a/im cvma 

SWft s tU STW fSftl «|WWf **3t r 5T w I $v\ 

«f»f5 W»TKW <1*i I Wm $*C!> 

*?wcf f* ai sfwi at«i sSuiss i 

(») sfaw* sr^tfsr ss at? i 

(6) cw l «nrmf=!* o?«n firm antaf <i» 'itwO* 

w *|t5i i 

Sri ANNADA PROSAD CHOWDHURY : am, jttt*. 

ST5T6 wsr^n to„ ^rtt r to - 1 *tRa^ 

*nrn r ni, sts fa, srtrt ctot x>*t *^W^trtr csrstr? 

'pt % 

Ths Hon’ble Sri JADABENDRA NATH PANJA : 

Sri ANNADA PROSAD CHOWDHURY : im 

^ *rcrr totcv; sfa sr* to *3 sw *rrfauF!r^ ;*t w ^ stot't TOfa to 

hJ-iVmr *rcn c^r? && wsrc cr? shjt r wr afairr^i 

*rt sntsrr ^niroi fac4DRi tor fa? 

Thi Hen’bls Sri JADABENDRA NATH PANJA: Standstill agreement 
tfPTT fal^tX ^<0“ faC5 *iftw *rr 1 tjTt abnormal Ufa 5-5 y i tc . 

Pfctfa order «TO. ^ jtc? CW3 SRTi 

Sri ANNADA PROSAD CHOWDHURY : Standstill agreement srti 
wtfc, fa^J \*hi 8 ttt efrtrosT? ®nr^ siti *nv ufa t^sRi 5 cmtut ^ 
v* mt errra m f wnm «ra; stoIr ^ f^? 
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Tt» Hon’klt Sri JADABENDRA NATH BANJA : ifa FTO SW! 1RTTI 

VH tfTTC TOTS rarms 5WTT? WZ ra. TO era fTpt ^itl OTT^T 4 fl**CT tTOfT 
Government of India:* refer raft | 5 fa *TT *1**1 5T 4*rc$ •TCl' 1 ^ CSW 

fwfa mssT unifa i 

Sri KHAGENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA : *7^ TOl ^ WK*R 

fa, g f « fv" ’ ? 7 V fTyr$ ^TO*r^ S <*5* *:ra SRTRJ ^TJH ftT5 •I^G* nifaHIR 3£* 
•RTfa eo, r top? ra? 

Thi Hon’bli Sri JADABENDRA NATH PANJA : CT, TOTO a faTO rw 
fai; ^ 5T2TR «H! 

Sri KANAILAL DE : ratfff st«rt wt«i? w, ^faTTOTWi era era 

ffr *T5 faTO S** STOsv <RTfti <T*r i*ZlU W, nfaR *T*TO era *T?T **$Tfa 

55 hT. 3TCF’r5! fafa fa STO *t7m PI 3 «Tt> nfa>H ?ira PTO *T?T TO *T? 

Thi Hon’bU Sri JADABENDRA NATH PANJA : at 2ETOW ^ CTO 
*nr?i pm faro?? :wpt to. stto a* sot'w ptctr cto *rau raw 

ttC? 7 ^ fr:5 mr :<dt <?? 

8ri AN ANDILALL PODDAR: Will the ll.m'hle Miniver W pleased 
in **.i»e ,is in wli.u ;n rmii In* |»r oposr*. in t.ike lor t lit* import of milch rmvs, 

eoiis.iil*«nii'« r tin* set i n 1 1 ■«. short. ijjti* ?* 

Thi Hon’blt Sri JADABENDRA NATH PANJA : Imp ort of milch cow 
4TR5 *nr i Z era ?tto t *fT ffffa, TO TOTOT *rprm a* PI Haringhattn 
scheme &z* rcy rr$ w *> r fr t* t <tr*u to *k» it? wrr-tT ar* toto itoto fair fat; 
<t«5h: To' arai sr« f-nr stR ?5T to *tr i 

Sri AN ANDILALL PODDAR: Whnt will happen hi the meantime 
! n*i w »*i*!' the period nt 1 1 1 1 u .mil the Haimgh.itu scheme, how our children are 
to til ink in l ik ill the lne.mtilne v • 

Thi Hon’bli Sri JADABENDRA NATH PANJA : W m to®: CTOTO 

fto, ??t?s fav k sra t to*-? faro sot cvto to otic* «rt srro *ur< i 

Janab ABUL HASH EM : w«^t TOHR :n t?TO W 

scvf»r CVT* «t*r 4 enu ^■i - wr<OT «*n t artu ‘^^rmr injtf 3*rc^. 

a Ts&~wr~* sfTCT? pi f^rr? TTO pj <«rrta *r»r wrci, 

f3J?T-? aCffT^TfTO TOF, =T. «TTT^3 5TTF > 

Thi Hon’bli Sri JADABENDRA NATH PANJA : Sf^m 

ptS r&i aiti sn^ w S^tu s^ 1 ! ct 3 n»r it? »ti faro 

y'tsi sr. tt? •tt**? ^to :«.t^* a«rpr <r?r mpt i 

Janab ABUL HASH EM : ^ ? f ^Ti <t ^ r?^?r titot ram. fWT? s 
y«Tori ar^f«ws «.r*sepj^ ?Tfa? ?T<Hrr ra, <rarrf« wtswrI to rat 

m yr-c? ^ s 5 ?- Riurr? wr» era ram fV 

5C C^jT f^TTJ 5Tt 1 

Tha Hon’bli Sri JADABENDRA NATH PANJA : 5 KMC*^( era Jf4*T? 

«[Tt^ 3TT? ft? aT. ^ heiui Oovcnirncnts? rat fTO^*t 5T55T raRtl 

Janab ABUL HASHEM : *rf* attTT^ fsnjrwr =?T t 

pm cf^at'i *RTn5 n*r~? to ram. sf^:3 «rtptt jots nira 

*^r €5Tpt yr ernrr «rrm, £>t c?p> raTrrrj era ?ttot irito ra 

ort fr <RTtt? trra cim ra to—c^ totos «?Tfa f^rai stiff i 
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TIm Hon'bl* Iri JADABENORA NATH PAN4A : a# WW RTOWJ to re nfa 

NTS! a urWTFTT 5TTOI 

Shaik MOHAMED RAFIQUE: Supplementary question, Sir. Will the 
Him’ hie Minister be pleaded to state if he is aware that there is a cattle 
surplus in Eastern Pakistan and such surplus cattle are brought to 
Murshidabad for sale in the rattle market? 

Tht Hon’bl* Sri JADABENDRA NATH PANJA : nifww 

mtnr fa nfw*r ottt, to* *nfi it i 

Janab MO. KHUDA BUKHSH : TOR? TOOR, fwm 

tRWfi ? ?To *nw TOfa n*t; i*srfa tr? i oCr to urt>, i*zTt toto fa 

CWTR faffl 5? fa IT 55T falT? 6 STCTRT s r .n r .*t TOT In fa ITl 
Tht Hon’blt Sri JADABENDRA NATH PANJA : w «rr*rnt fai^ fR rIi 
S ri ANNADA PR08AD CHOWDHURY: Supplementary question. Sit. 
KCTOTfl 5TO* fa$1l SI^TO TO TOT Cl *Tf*5I TOT TO^> nfarot TOfa ^ 
cat an tntiTO wi 171 ? om aro smr b t#> m jtto *dw c r 
WHICH4 faT*T Wl ST*T fad nT»d $ CUW IT falT? 

its; aci iju totoH ii’yrcri jkfGt imls «ra“t tors fad5ir*roi fa? 
Tht Hon’blo Sri JADABENDRA NATH PANJA : CRt *I*3t fTO&lfafa 

TOT I TO final fadtRT TO. TO suggestions fadFIT ViT TO I 

Janab ABUL HA8HEM: Supplementary question. Sir TO 3trTR 
tntrfa «rrro faOT cw *tt troial tr a« st rrt rtctto to anrafo to a^ 
ifa 3T TO to refrr i*< c*ti nfawir tocih fa? 

Tht Hon’blt Sri JADABENDRA NATH PANJA : c* fro&IT tot TO. 
froj n*afa d c* sir rr to, ur* ®rr*rr tot to hi 

4 

Complaint against the Second Munsif of Kandi, Murshidabad. 

•3, Sri 8HYAMAPADA BH ATTACH ARY YA: Will the Hon hie 

M mister in charge of the Judicial Department he pleased to state — 

(a ) whethei the Government hu\e received any grievance from the 

members of the Bur as well as the public regarding the conduct 
of the Second >1 unsit of Kandi in the district of Murshidabad; and 

(b) it so. do the Government contemplate taking steps to remedy the 

grievances ? 

The Hon’ble 8ri NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Yes Represen- 
tations have been received from the Secretaries of the Berhainpore and Kandi 
Bar Association^. 

{h) The matter is receiving attention. 

Sri 8HYAMAPADA BHATTACHARYYA: Has Hie Hi;rh Court been 
moved in t lie matter!' 

Tht Hon'ble Sri NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR; Yea. the Hijrh 
Court has been informed. 

Sri KANAI LAL DE : *Ww SR. Sir fa natures? complaint IT dffdlH 
nrsfT cro. *ro1i i*5l to to tori fa? 

Thi Hon’bU Sri NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: 

m **CT «fadfa ST® IT CTO1 


ot5t to Turfai 
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tH KAMA I LAL DE : m* f**; **? 

TIM Htn’blt Sri NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMOAR : nvn fw*t5 ftranta 
«roti 

Jan ib MO. KHUOA BUKHSH : stjfw a^.Sir. at c* «r *twrt* 

w *sr,w. ®t *!’.«« newt? 

Tha Hon'bla Sri NIHARENOU DUTT-MAZUMOAR : St** irfa* $ Bara* 

members* 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 

Tha Wait Bengal Land (Requisition and Acquisition) Bill, IMS. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The Hon'hle Sri Moliini Molum Harman. 

Janab MD. KHUOA BUKH8H : On a point of order, Mr. 

Mr. 8PEAKER." Will jou pleu.se let him iiitimlme the Hill first? 

Janab MD. KHUOA BUKH8H : Sii, 1 want to raise this point of order 
before tin* Hill is introduced. 1 will inter \ou to section 'JJIH of the Govern- 
lnent of India Aft , which lav- down tin* procedure that must In* followed 
when ( rover (intent propose- to introduce a Hill for eontpulsoi \ acquisition 
of land. Section 'JltH lavs down that no {tersoii shall he dt*privetj of hin 
piopert\ sa\e b\ autlmntv of law. and m < ;' > it sa\s that tin* law should 
provide pa\ merit ot I'oiiipeiisat mn loi tin* piopertv anjuired and fix tin* 
amount <d coiiipeu.sution . and it lavs down tin* procedure relating to 
compensation Hut, Sir. I would draw voiri attention particiilai l\ to No. (J) 
winch sa\s that no Hill or amendment making provision tor the trails- 
lereme to public ownership of an\ land for the extinguishment or modi- 
fy a * ,o n of rights therein including rights or privileges in respect of land 
revenue shall he introduced or modified in either chamber of the Dominion 
Legislature without the previous sand ion of the Govenjor-Geueral or in a 
« hambei of the Hrovimial Legislature without tin* previous sanction of the 
Governor. 

Sir, we want to know whether this previous sanction of the Provincial* 
Governor lias been obtained prior to the introduction of the Hill. 

Mr. SPEAKER : It has been obtained. 

Jwi®b MD, KHUDA BUKHSH* \\ hen It lias bo**ii obtained, I want to 
know whether the countrv is entitled to know that the sanction has 
been obtained or onlv the Speaker of the House should he satisfied that 
it has been obtained. Section kM)9 is dear that it should he obtained, and 
m % \ submission m that the rountn should know that the previous sanction 
of Ihe Governor has been obtained liefore the Government propose to legia- 
late on the coinpuDorv a< quiMtmn of land. Here the Governor and the 
Government are two distimt tilings. Here the (iovernment mav decide to 
do one thing, hut the HkVi Act holds that the right of the individual to 
continue in uninterrupted possession and enjoyment of his property is to be 
fro valued as sacred that before the Council of Ministers (nine to any decision 
they must a uprise of their intention to the Governor, and the Governor ami 
the Council of Ministers after applying their mind may come to two 
independent decisions on the same subject that the (iovernment would In* 
authorised to acquire the land for public use. 

The Hon’bli Sri NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: What is tbe 
point of order, Sir? 
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Mr. SPEAKER* The point of order is, whether the sanction of the 
Governor has been obtained. 

The Hon’ble Sri NIHARENOU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: It is not a point 
of order; it is a point of information. And 1 would submit on that point 
of information, as it has Keen already stated, that the sanction of the Gov- 
ernor has been obtained, and so fai as the public are concerned , since the 
Bill has been .published it has been done so after conforming to all the pre- 
requisites; and you may lake it that it has been done properly and all rules 
have been conformed to unless the honourable member is in a position to 

state that the sanction has not been obtained. But when the information 

has been supplied that the sanction has been obtained, my submission is 

that there < an he ienlly no point of order raised. 

Janab ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Si i . has the Government urn 
objection to read out that pej mission in this Houser' 

The Hon’ble Sri BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Sir, may I submit that 
the request made by the honourable member is not really tenable. He 
might remember that a membei of the Assembly asked your predecessor 
about a veai ago in this House as to what was tbe procedure by which a 
private member could know whether the recommendation of the Governor 
had been obtained. Your predecessor was pleased to observe that when the 
Speaker had allowed a Hill to he introduced it might be presumed that he had 
seen to ii that all the pnxedtiral regularities and necessities had been gone 
through and all the formalities had been observed; and that was the 
guarantee that the Goxernoi’.s sanction had been obtained. 1 think, Sir, 
that should close the matter and tbe formal sanction of the Governor need 
not be read out. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 think the moment tbe Hill is introduced it is 
presumed that the ne< essary formalities have been observed, and when the 
honourable member enquired a* to whether the Governor'- -arntion had 
been obtained, the moment it was stated th.it that sanction had been 
obtained the mattei was closed. 1 do not think therefore that it is neces- 
sary to say anything in this connection. 

The Hon’ble 8ri MOHINI MOHAN BARMAN: Sit. I beg to introduce 
the West Bengal Land (Requisition and Acquisition) Bill, 1 !I4S. 

(Secretary then read the short litlte of the Bill.) 

The Hon’ble Sri MOHINI MOHAN BARMAN: 1 beg to move that 
the West Bengal Land (Requisition and Acquisition) Bill, 1948, be taken 
into consideration. 

Janab MD. KHUDA BUKH8H: On a point of ordei, Sn. My point of 
urdei is precisely whether this Legi-luluic i- competent to limit, modify oi 
alter the piovisions oi a Central Act It \on s<>e clause 7, which 
deals with eoiupeiisat ion, it leads; “W’heiever any laud is acquired 
under section 4 there shall he paid compensation the amount of which shall 
be determined by the Collector in the manner and in accordance with the 
principles set out in su1i--eetion (/> of section *4 of the Land Acquisition 
Act, 1804" — tins i* a Cential Act, and then follows; — 

“Provided that the market value relent'd to in clause first of sub- 
section (/ 1 of section •-??{ of the said Act shall, in respect of any 
land acquired under this Act, be deemed to In* tbe market value 
of such land on the date of publication of the notice referred to 
in sub-section (/) of section 4: 

“Provided further that if such market value exceeds by any amount 
twice the market vuhu* of the laud on the ‘list December, 1941, 
on tbe assumption that the land had been at that date in the state 
in which it in fact was on the date of publication of the notice 
referred to in sub-section ( 1 ) of section 4, the amount of such 
excess shall not be taken into consideration,” 
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Sir, this is directly contrary to the provisions of the Land Acquisition 
Act to which this Bill has referred in m* or seven places. In fact, it is a 
subterfuge hv which the Provincial Government seeks to modify, alter and 
amend and nullify and annul tin* provisions of ’•the Land Acquisition Act 
which is an Act ot the Cential Legislature. 

Sir, in the Statement of Object* and Reasons we find that in consequence 
oi the partition of Bengal it has become urgently necessary to obtain 
powers for Government so as to ensure at short notice and fair price — 
please niaik these words "fair prii e' pnn urement of lands required for 
public security facilities for i oiiuiiuuiration and transport and for main- 
taining supplier ami services essential 1 the life of the community. Sir, 
all these an* perfedh legitimate objects for which land can be acquired- 
arid in some instances they ate laudable objects but ( iovcrtimelit , when 
m the Statement ot Obje< ts atul Reasons, states that it will be prepared to 
pa\ tan price for land aiquired < ompuUorils from the people, it gt>e* on in 
a pi o v 1 so to sii\ that the tan price shall lie twice the market value as in 
11*41 B hen the Government was prepared to buy gold at more than twice 
the market value as m 1P41 and the Minister would be willing to purchase 
a niotoi car at twee the market value, win is it that Government will not 
tie willing to pay more than two times the market value of 11141 Y Sir, all 
these objects for w hit h t his Bill is purported to have been introduced are 
io\eie«l b\ the Land Acquisition A< I What is the necessity, Sir, of try- 
ing 1 » \ this method to limit the provisions of the 1 Act ¥ If you find, 
'Nil. as 1 submit vuii ought to, that thw is an attempt bv the Provincial 
Government i<> modify and t«* restrict the application of provisions of a 

( entiaf Act, [ liope \ « * n w il In* plc.ised to rule that tins is ultm rirt* and, 

theretoie, tills Bill is not sustainable in the Provincial Legislature. 

Th« Hon’ble Sri BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Mr. Speaker. Sir, may 
i submit that the point ot order raised b\ m\ honourable friend opposite in 

te.lh m. point ot order He has tried to make out a case that this Bill is 

leallv not within the enmpeteme o| the Piovmnal Legislature and. as 
mu h. i s out order He s,nd. Sir, what is the necessity for this Billy May 
I submit that the question of rieoessjtv m ,» different matter altogether. 
W e shall have to find out whether it is within the competence of this Legis- 
lature to emu t siii h a Bill into law M\ submission, Sir, is that if von 
refer to section JWi oj the Government of India Act, you wili find specifically 
stated there. Neither the federal nor a Provincial Legislature shall have 
power to make anv law authorising the compuisorv acquisition for public 
purposes of anv land, or an\ inmmercial <*r industrial undertaking, or anv 
mteiesi hi, or m anv <ompan\ owning", etc. etc , “unless the law pro- 
vides for the pavment of < ompensation for the property acquired and either 
fixes the amount of the com peiisation , or specifies the principles on which, 
ami the manner in whnh. it is t.» be defer mined” It is. therefore, clear 
from tins section that it js quire within the (ompeienre of the Provincial 
Legislature to enact Mich a Bill onh if there bus been made provision in the 
bod\ of the Bill foi fan compensation m accordance with section ‘2V9. Sir 
thin js the first point on winch 1 rely and I submit that this Bill is quite 
within the competence of the Provincial Legislature. 5 

Secondly, I dtaw vour attention to List II of the Seventh Schedule, 
Legislative Lists; If you refer to item It ot List 11, urn will find that iPuti 
■' of the Provincial Legislative last is “( ompuLorv acquisition of land”. 

’] I herefore, it has been made quite clear that it is only the Provincial 
Government— 1 say, Sir, it is onlv the Provincial Government — which ran 
legislate in this matter and I would submit that the Central Government 
has no right or jurisdiction so far as this matter is concerned. I would, 
therefore, say that in view of the fact that compulsory acquisition of land 
is entirely a provincial .subject, the Provincial Legislature and the Previn- 
cial Legislature alone is competent to legislate on the subject. 
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Sir, I would also refer you to item 21 of List II. There it lias been 
mentioned: “Land, that is to say, rights in or over land, land tenure, 
including the relation of landlord and tenant, and the collection of rents; 
transfer, alienation and devolution of agricultural land; land improvement 
and agricultural loans; colonisation; Courts of Wards; encumbered and 
attached estates! treasure trove”, etc. All these are items for provincial 
legislation. Therefore, in view of these facts, I submit that it is quite 
within the competence of this House to legislate on the subject and you 
would be pleased to rule Mr. Khuda Bukhsn’s point of order out of order. 

Jtfltb MD. KHUDA BUKH8H; May I be permitted to elucidate 
the point that I made before \ou give \ our ruling. My point was 
not whether it was within the competence of the legislature to legislate but 
the subject of acquisition. I am aware quite as much as my honourable 
friend is aware that it is within the competence of the Provincial Legisla- 
ture to legislate on the subject. The point I wanted to make out was 
whether it was in eiiect an alteration of the provisions of an existing Act 
which was also applicable over Bengal. At present land is acquired under 
the Land Acquisition Act and in the acquirement of that land Government 
has to follow a prescribed procedure ana the Government has to pay com- 
pensation as laid down by the Land Acquisition Act. If you find that bv 
this section 7 the Provincial Government seeks to amend or to alter the 
provisions of that Act, then, Sir, it is in effect trying to amend the provi- 
sions of a Central Act. That is my point of order If you find that it is 
an attempt to alter the provisions of a Central Act, you will rule that it is 
ultra r/roi and that cannot he done. 

The Hon’ble 8ri BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA: Mas I submit. Sir. that 
it has been Npecificalh laid down in section 291) that we have to lay down 
certain principles. That is the only limitation placed on the functions of 
the Provincial legislature and what we have done in this Bill is that we 
have onh hud down that the principles which we have to follow are the 
principles which have been mentioned and enunciated in the Land Acquisi- 
tion Act. Therefore, Sir, if we take a leaf out of the Central Act. it does 
not by itself make this ultra nrrx or vitiate this Bill. Therefore, I submit 
♦ hat as it has been laid down in section 299 that t lie principles on winch 
compensation should be given must be mentioned in the Bill, we have done 
only that much, viz., we have mentioned the principles that are to be 
enunciated in connection with the grant of compensation and the principles 
are those which have been followed in the Land Acquisition Act. There- 
fore, Sir, 1 think this Bill is quite in order and does not in any way go 
beyond the jurisdiction of the Proxincial Legislature. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1„ m\ view this Bill is within the purview of this 
Legislature and 1 do not agree with Mr. Khuda Bukhsh*s point of order. 
The subject after the Act of 19)15, lias come within the purview* of the 
Provincial Legislature and the Provincial Legislature is now quite com- 
petent to deal with the same. When t he Land Acquisition Act was passed 
it was passed prior to 19)15. At that time this list was not there but after 
the Act was passed the list U there and the list empowers the Provincial 
Government to pass legislation on this subject. Therefore, in my view it 
is within the competence of this legislature. 

So far as Mr. Khuda Bukhsh's objection to second proviso to section 7 
is concerned, in my view .section 299 clearly savs that there should be com- 
pensation and the compensation may be fixed by the Act or the principles 
may be laid down. 1 find that far as the principles are concerned, they 
have been laid down in this proviso and I do not find that that offends 
against section 299. I, therefore, hold that this Bill is in order and it is 
within our competence to pass this Bill. 

Does anybody want to speak on the consideration motion also? 

(No response.) 
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(The motion of the Hon’ble Sri Mohini Mohan Barman that the West 
Bengal Land (Requisition and Acquisition! Bill, 1948, Ve taken into conai- 
deration was then put and while the motion w&g being agreed upon, 
Mr. Speaker observed:) 

Mr. SPEAKER • 1 am sorry 1 find that there are three amendments — 
one for circulation and two other for Select Committee, and T think they 
will be moved. Therefore, 1 ask Mr. Kliudu Bukhah „to mcft'e his amend- 
ment. 

The Hon’ble Sri NIHARENOU DUTT-MAZUMDAR S Sir, were the 
amendments moved Y if the amendments were not moved before you were 
on your leg* to take a decision, it should be presumed that the amendments 
have not heen moved. 

Jan&b MO. KHUDA BUKHSH: The Hon'ble Speaker has already 
permitted that the amendment* should lie moved. I teel that after 
the Hon hie Speaker’s permission has been given to move the amendments, 
the question raised by my fiiend opposite does not arise. Therefore, I 
propose to move 

Mr. 8PEAKER : <hder, order So far. 1 believe, the practice in this 
"a* that the Speaker u*rd to rail the amendments \\ hat I said here 
ls f hiv. l)n(»s an\hoil\ want to speak on the question of consideration y ' 

The Hon’ble Sri NIHARENOU DUTT-M AZUMDAR : After tlm 

motion tor < on*ideration has been moved and when the Hon’ble Speaker baa 
gJ'« n an opportunity to the members of the House, it js tor members to get 
11 1 ' l,u ,uoV< * amendment •. of which they might have given notice. No 
mutation for >pee< h is neiosarv. When the motion for consideration is 
>r nit* the House, it is certainly within the right of any honourable member 
o get up and move the amendment of which he ma\ have given notice. 

1 ut it no one gets up, it is presumed that it is not intended to move the 
amendment 

Janab MD. KHUDA BUKHSH: Sir. 1 beg to move 

Mr. 8PEAKER : Order, order. No doubt what my honourable friend 
has said should be followed, namely . that if anybody wants to move an 
amendment, he should stand up before and say “l have got an amendment 
and I want to move it” Here 1 am sorry I have not called the atten- 
tion of the members with regard to any particular amendments. There- 
fore, I feel that an opportunity should be given to them to move their 
amendment* and I allow llu* without creating any precedent on the point, 
and I think the Hnu*e ha* no objection 

The Hon’ble Sri NIHARENDU DUTT-M AZUMDAR : All right, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Without clearing am precedent I a*k Mr. Khudu 
Huklish to move amendment \o 1 

Janab MD. KHUDA BUKH8H : Sn. 1 beg to move by wav of 
amendment thal the West Bengal Land (Requisition and Acquisition ) 
Bill, CMS, lie circulated tm the putpo*e of eliciting opinion thereon 1»\ the 
1 it h of May , 1!*4S 

Sii. 1 have had already occasions to mention that as the objects and 
reasons enumerated in tin* Bill all come under the Land Acquisition Act, 

I feel that there was no nei e**ity for the presentation of this Bill for 
acquirement of land in Bengal alone. Land Acquisition Act is of all-Indin 
applicability, and land ha* been acquired, is still being acquired and will 
be required even if this Bill were not there for the said purpose. Sir, the 
most ( ontroversial portion of the Bill — and, in fact, that is the only reason 
for the introduction of this Bill — is the portion bv which it is intended to 
limit the provisions of the Land Acquisition Act, J.e., the second proviao to 
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section 7(7). Sir, thin is revolutionary inasmuch as Government do not 
want to pay compensation more than twice the market value of 1941. This, 
1 am emphatic and I know, the country will not accept and the country 
should he allowed to expre^ its opinion W hen the co.st ot living index 
has gone up hy lliree hundred to four hundred per cent., Government only 
propose to give twice the market value of land acquired for the purposes 
enumerated iu the Bill. Sir, this will not he accepted by the country and 
the country should he allowed to express an opinion to Government whether 
the people would he prepared to swallow the fact that they will be deprived 
of their land — that then land will he, 1 was going to say, eonfiai^UttLat 
only twice the market value of the land. Therefore, I propose that the 
Bilt Tie rTreiilnied and opinion elicited thereon and the Bill should come up 
before the House utter Bemral has agreed that such a Bill is at all necessary. 

The Hon’ble Sri NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: In answer to the 
motion for emulation I would like to su\ and remind the honourable mem- 
bers of this fact that it is not on everv point that the community can allow 
the hare question of laws ot supplv and demand to determine the prices. 
Sir, it is known when the market juice of essential foodstuffs goes up, there 
is a limit winch the State is entitled to set in order to save the community — 
there control becomes neeessan, even .subsidised foodstuffs become 
necessary, for tin* life of the communitw Sh, land, particularly which 
grows foodstuffs, is ot ver\ great impni tance, and in the situation of today 
when even thing soar.’, to a high and ven high level indeed, it is necessary 
that ihe State should intervene and acquire land for the purposes which aie 
vital to the life of the community In that view' the price of land shall not 
he allowed to soar to such a pitch as rn\ honourable friend might have 
liked It has been said that it is a revolutionan measure. If m\ friend 
says so, then this Government would accept that it is a revolutionan Gov- 
ernment 1 should sa\ , in order to effect changes in conditions which have 
been in the jiast ruinous to the life of the commumU Toda\ m the 
present situation land is ot prime importance, particularly so in the setting 
ot West Bengal Province, Therefore, what the Government aims at is to 
curb the opportunities of profiteering on land, on acquired land in ordei to 
further the various State jirojei K wliiih are vitall\ nei essar\ for the life of 
the comiminit \ . I, therefore, hope that it would not he necessary for 
Government to fine uti\ difh(iilt\ and .ill those who ha\e land within ilieir 
possession — land which lias been lung without the proper use that 
tain he made of it --ought to \olunteei a" a part of their patriotic duty to 
help Government to acquire that la ml, s ( , that that land can be made tie* 
best use of, and on this T can >a\ with all the sense ot responsibility 1 can 
command that public opinion is known It would he mere dilaton work 
on the put t of the Government and ot this House it this measure is allowed 
to he delayed further on the plea of circulation for public opinion. The 
public are damouting for the acquisition of land for making the best and 
social use of it possible, and m that view I consider the motion for circula- 
tion tor the {impose of eliciting public opinion quite mineee>*ar\. and in 
that view of the matter 1 commend this motion to he rejected hy the House. 
1, therefore, think that we should prot eed straightway with the considera- 
tion of the Bill. 

The Hon’ble Sri MOHINI MOHAN BARMAN: Sir, I oppose the 
amendment . 

The motion ot •iunuh Md. Khuda Bnkhsh that the W est Bengal Land 
(Requisition and Acquisition) Bilj^ 194S, be circulated tor the pm pise 
of eliciting opinion thereon by the loth of Maw 1948, was then put and 
lost, 

Mr. 8PEAKERS As regards your second amendment, -Tanab Khuda 
Bukhsh. you have not obtained the consent of Sri Dhirendra Narayan 
Mukkerji and Mr. G. C. D. Wilks. 
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Janab MD. KHUDA BUKHSH: Sir, T propose to omit those two name# 
aince I have not been able to obtain their consent. 1 have obtained consent 
ot all other memheis. A* regards tjunniiu, since the nuni her ot members 
has decreased. I bejr to fix the quorum at five. 

Now, Sir, l bejr to move by wa\ of amendment that the Hill he referred 
to a Select Committee consisting of — 

( 1 ) Sri J (’ (iiipta, 

(V? 1 Sri Satisli Chamlra Hose, 

( C Sri Xishapati Majlii, 

.Tanah MulMinin.nl Kafique, 

(it -Tanah .lasimmhhn Ahmed, 

(fit Mr. C. K Clarke. 

(7 • Sri J\ ot i Basil. 

(8 > Mr. Daniel (tomes, 

C* The Hon'ldo M in Met m ihai^e <d the Department of Land and 
Land Ke\enue. and 

(ML .Tanah Muhammad Khuda Bukicdi. 

with institutions, io sulumt thru report b\ the ) "» t h Ma>, CMS, and that 
the qmuum ot the Select Comtiiittee he fixed at five 

Sir, tins Hill i> .»t a i o n 1 1 o\ ♦* i s i a 1 nature as is proved To the number of 
nme’.dinents that lime been -«*u t m h\ all shades ot opinion in this House. 
^ on ha\e noticed . Sir, that as mans as l!l amendments have been 
sent h> memheis belong mj, r to a l shades ot opinion in this House. 
Sir. I find that Su Auandila! Hoddar has sent m amendments. Sn Shyuma- 
pada Hh.it tm harji on the (io\einment side lias ,i|si> nent in amendments and 
a 1 i tie’s,, amendment.* are lejraidin^ the notoiious < latise 7. So l suffffost 
that the Hill he releiied it* .» Selei i Committee wherein, in an atmosphere 
of s\mj*ath\ and and take, memheis ot the Select Committee could 

come to an agreement and present an a^ieed Hill Indore th*» House and the 
House Would then he aide t<- acrept the Hill with less ,n rilllOHV Ulld with a 
hcttei heart. 

With these words, Sn. 1 eommend m\ motion foi the acceptance of the 
House 

The Hon’ble Sri MOHINI MOHAN BARMAN: Su, i oppose this 
amendment of -lamih Muhammad Khuda Hukhsh to refer the Hill to a Select 
Committee This i> u short measure and u is an uijf**ui piece of legislation. 
Jt is ot .i tempoian nature ami it will remain m force onlv tor 
2 .*> On aceount of the ur^i-rm of the situation this Hill should 

he passed at an early date The honour aide member i<* aware that dll conse- 
quent e <»f the partition ot Bengal. senom matters, new problem* are crop* 
piny 1 up daily and m the present moment immediate neees.mty has arisen for 
undertaking construction of *tratejrn roads providing dirn i communication 
between Northern. Central and Southern parts of the Province of West 
Bengal. In tlie inteiests of puoh< s.»fte\ ibis Hill should he passed expedi- 
tiously and if we refer thi> Hill to tlie Select Committee it will he deferred 
unmvessarih So without deja\ in^r, tins matter the Hill should he passed 
immediate!} and as i* is a short term measure it should he settled here in 
the chamber. 

Jftfttb MO. KHUDA BUKHSH: The Hon hie Minister has not stated 

the urgenci of the measure. 

Janab ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI (rose to speak). 

Mr. SPEAKER: After the Minister I do not think you are entitled to 
speak on this motion. 
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Janab ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: 1 thought that the Hon’ble 

Minister would explain the point of view of Government in this matter. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Anyhow the Hon’ble Minister has replied and you 
should have risen earlier than him. 

The motion ot Janab Md. Khuda Bukhsh that the Bill be referred to a 
Select Committee consisting of — 

(1) Sri J. C. Gupta, 

( 2 ) Sri Sat ish Chandra Bose, 

(tt) Sri Nishapati Majhi, 

(4) Jnnab Muhammad Rafique, 

(5> .Tauab Jasimuddin Ahmed, 

(ti) Mr. C. E. Clarke, 

(7) Sri Jyoti Basu, 

(5) Mr. Daniel Gomes, 

(9; The Hon’ble Minister in charge oi the Department of Laud and 
Land Revenue, and 

(10) J n ii ab Muhammad Khuda Bukhsh, 

with instructions to submit their report b\ the loth Max, 194*, and that 
the quorum of the Select Committee be fixed at five, was then put and a 
division taken with the following result: — 


Ablar Babman, Janab, A.F.M. 
Ablar Rakmaa lilllyl, Janab. 
Maiaa An B«kmm, UmI. 


aim- «. 

| Khala Bnkbtb, Janab, Muhantnal.* 

1 MahmmaJ tiyaai Mia, Janab. 

I Malta Mabammal Ablat Mali*, Janab. 


•aalayalbaya, Irl Pranatba Natb. 

•anarjM, Irl laail Kamar. 

BantrJI, Or. laratb Obtain. 

Barman, Tba Maa'bla Irl Mablai Maban. 
Baaa, Irl Hamanta Kamar. 

Bhaalari, Irl Oban Obtain. 

■battaebaryya. Irl Ihyamayala. 

Ban, Irl latlab Obtain. 

Qbakravarty, Irl latlab Obaaln, 

Obtalbary, Irl Aaaala brawl. 

Daa, Irl Baiba Matb. 

Daa lu|ta, Irl Kbagaalra Natb. 

Oaaa, Irl Kaaallal. 

Oa, Irl Ka«al Lai. 

Dalai, Irl Hanalra Natb. 

Datt-Mainmlar, Tba Maa'bla Irl Nibaraala. 
•angall, irl Bayla Babarl. 

Bayaa, Irl AnMala. 

Bbaab, Iri A. K. 

Bayta, Irl I. 0. 


Nallar, Iri Kabar Cbaal. 

Mabaaty, Irl Cbara Chanlra. 

Maltl, Tba Maa'bla Irl Nikaaja Babarl. 
Maibl, Irl Niahayati. 

Majamlar, Tba Maa'bla Irl BbayatJ. 

Mai, Irl liarir Cbanlra. 

Malflek, Irl Aahataab. 

Maarial, Irl Baakababari. 

Manlal, Irl Krlahaa Pruat. 

Maakarjaa, Tba Maa'bla Irl Kaliyala. 
Manrfca, Iri BaaaaUal. 

Naakar, Tba Han'bla Iri Maai Obaaln. 
Fanja, Tba Maa'bla Irl Jalabtalra Natb. 
F allar, Iri Aaaaiilal. 

Fnmaaik, Iri Bajani Kaata. 

Bay, Iri Kauai Krtabaa. 

Bay, Iri Jajnaavar. 

Ian, Iri Dabaaln Natb. 

liaba, Tba Maa'bla Iri Bin a I Obaaln. 


The Ayes being t> and the Noes *19, the motion was lost. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: As regards the next motion, I have not received the 
consent of the members whose names luve been proposed, and, therefore, it 
is out of order. 

I put now the main motion again to vote and the previous one stands 
cancelled. 

The motiou of the Hon’ble Sri Mohini Mohan Barman that the West 
Bengal Land < Requisition and Acquisition) Bill, 1948, tie taken into consi- 
deration was then put and agreed to. 



1948.] 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 


53 


Clause 2. 

The question that clause 1 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 2. 

The question that clause 2 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

C lause IS. 


8ri KHAGENDRA HATH DAS GUPTA: With \mir permission. Sit, 
I beg to move that in clause *3 1 / > . lines *’> and ti, after the word “communi- 
cation" the words “and for irrigation anti drainage" be inserted. 

Sir, I am sorry 1 do not want to move it. 


ilanab MD. KHUDA BUKH8H: I think. Su, he has already moved the 
amendment, and if it is to be withdrawn it requires the leave of the Chair 
as \>e!l as of the House. 


Mr. SPEAKER: So tar as this amendment is concerned, Mr. Das 
Gupta, do you want leave to withdraw it. v 

Sri KHAGENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Yes, Su 

Mr. SPEAKER: Lea\e has been asked to withdraw the motion* la 
there any objection!" 

(No objection was raised. > 

1 lie motion was. by leave of the House, withdrawn. 

Sri AMAR KRISHNA CHOSE: With \oitr permission, Sir, I beg to 
move the following short-nothe amendment; — 

That m sub-clause (h ot clause *1, m lines *i and t», for the words “and 
< ominunu ation". the words “communication, irrigation or drain- 
age" be substitutes! 

Jamb MD. KHUDA BUKHSH : Su, 1 beg to move that the following 
further proviso he added to clause M(/i, narneh ; 

“Provided further that not less than one calender month's notice of 
the Provincial Government's intention to requisition any land 
shall he given to the ownei." 

1 he wording of sub-clause (2) is; “An order under sub-section (/) 
shall be served in the prescribed manner on the owner of the land and 
where the order relates to land in occupation of a tenant also on such 
tenant". 

Here the prescribed manner is left to the rule-making power of Govern- 
ment. but l say Me should settle it here and now that Government shall not 
give under the rule-making power less than one calender month's notice. 
The land mat he under occupation and the man in occupation may be 
evicted from that land with a notice shorter than one week. If we leave 
the matter to the Grnernment to he settler! In their rule-making power, he 
may lie evicted by a notice shorter than even one week. To provide againat 
that contingency, Sir, we must here settle what notice shall be given to the 
owner of the land before he is asked to quit, before he is asked to make 
over possession of the land. Therefore, I sugg»st not less than one calender 
month's notice shall Ire given to the owner to make over possession of the 
land to the Government. 

Sir. I hope my amendment would be accepted and with these words I 
commend my motion to the acceptance of the House. 

Thi HonTile Sri MOHINI MOHAN BARMAN: Sir I oppose this 
amendment of Janab Muhammad Khudu Bukhsh on the ground that if this 
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amendment is accepted, the very purpose of this' Bill will be frustrated. 
There is a provision in the Land Acquisition. Act that after requisition time 
shall he given to the parties for determination of values and for possession, 
etc. After requisition this question arises hut before requisition this sort of 
time cannot he allowed. If this he allowed then it will frustrate the very 
object of this Bill. So I oppose the amendment. 

/The motion of Si i A. K. Gliose that in siib-< lause (7) of clause 3, in 
lines 5-0, for the words “and communication “ the words “communication, 
irrigation or drainage" he substituted, was then put and agreed to.^ 

Tlie motion of danah Md. Khuda Bukhsh that the following further 
proviso he added to clause 3(7), namely: — 

“Provided furthei that not less than one calendar month’s notice of the 
Provincial Government’s intention to requisition any land shall 
}>«• gncii to the owner", was ihen put and lost. 

The question that clause 3, as amended, do stand part of the Bill was 
then put and a division taken with the following result : — 


BanMpadhaya, Sri Fra math Nath. 

Banar|l, Dr. luraah Chandra. 

Barman, Tha Han'Ha frl Mahini Mahan. 
Bata, Iri Hamanta Kumar. 

Bhanlari, Iri Oharu Chandra. 

Bhattaaharyya, Iri Ihyamapada. 

Baaa, Iri latiah Chandra. 

Ohakravarty, Iri latiah Ohanlra. 

Okaudhury, Iri Ananda Pratad. 

Dai, Iri Radha Nath. 

Oat Rupta, Iri Khagtndra Nath. 

Oaaa, Iri Kanaiial. 

Da, Iri Kanai Lai. 

Dtlul, Iri Harandra Nath. 

Dutt-Maiumdar, Tha Hon'fela Sri Nlharandu. 
Baaiuli, Iri Bapin Bahari. 

Bayaa, Iri Arahinla. 

Bhaaa, Iri A. K. 


Ayat — 35. 

Qhoia, Iri Bimat Comar. 

Bomai, Mr. D. 
flupta, Iri Jl. C. 

Mahaaty, Iri Charu Chandra. 

Maitl, Tha Hon'hla Iri Nikuaja Bakari. 
Majhi, Iri NUkapati. 

Majumdar, Tha Hon'kla Iri Bhupatl. 

Mil, Iri liwar Chandra. 

Milllck, Iri Aihutaih. 

Mandal, Iri Bankukahari. 

Murarka, Iri Baiantlal. 

Nukar, Tha Han'bla Iri Nam Chaadra. 
Panja, Tha Hon'hla Iri Jadabaudra Nath. 
Pramanik, Iri Rajani Kanta. 

Ray, Iri Kama) Krishna. 

Ray, Iri Jajnttwar. 

Ian, Iri Dakandra Nath 


Ahdur Rahman, danab, A.r.M. 
A Mur Nahaman Itddifi, danab. 
Muaaa Ara Bagum, daaab. 


Noa» I. 

Khuda Bukhih, danab, Muhammad. 

1 Mahammad layaod Mia, danab. 

| Malta Mahammad Abdut Nalim, daaab. 


The Ayes hemg 35 mid the Noes (>, the motion was carried. 


('hi use 4 

danab MD. KHUDA BUKHSH: Sn. 1 beg to move that in clause 4(7), 
line 3, utter the words “it in Mich mannei- " the expression “consistent with 
sub-section (7) of section 3" he inserted. 

Sir, section 4 says, “Where any land has been requisitioned under section 
3, the Provincial Government may use or deal with it in such manner as 
may appeal to it to be expedient ... " The word “expedient** is 

vcr\ vague and the Government may put the land requisitioned or even- 
tually acquired after that to any use that -it may deem expedient. We have 
a glimpse of what the Government might feel tempted to do from an amend- 
ment that was tabled by an important member of the Government which 
reads as follows (though it has ii?it been moved it is ititeiesting > : — “oi for 
putpose of rehabilitation and development*. Sir, if this m an insight into 
the mind of Government members that land acquired for public purposes 
should be employed for rehabilitation then. Sir, the very character of the 
Bill is frustrated and lost, and therefore. Sir, to ensure that the statement 
of objeets and reasons shall be strictly adhered to the land taken for a pub- 
lie purpose and compulsorily acquired from the possession of the poor 
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tenants shall he employed only for such purpose* us would he consistent 
with the objects and minin'* stated in the Bill. So I hope that Government 
wifi see nothing objectionable m this aud will accept my amendment. 

The Hon’ble 8rt MOHINI MOHAN BARMAN: Sir, 1 oppose this 
amendment on the ground thal the expression “consistent with sub-section 
{I i of .section T* is served b\ Mih-clatw* (h of clause 3. I think thia 
auiendement is superfluous ami so it cannot he accepted. 

The motion nt Janali Md Khmla Hukhsfi that m clause 4</>, line ’t, after 
the uoids "it in such manueis" the expression * ‘consistent with sub-section 
\1 i of section d“ he nisei teil. was then put and lost 

The question that < lause 1 d<> stand part of the Bill, was then put aud 
agreed to. 

( Imnc i 

Janab MD. KHUDA BUKH8H : Sir. 1 beg to move that in clause 
liio-s -4 t»» (», the words hegmning with “as reside'* and ending with “Uie 
land is situate' he omitted. 

Ni: , here the mannei of serving nt notn e is laid down It says that “th# 
Lolle* ! ui shall . 1 1 s o s<n\e notnc in the manner prescribed on the occupier 
<it mi\) of such land and <>n all such oersons known or believed to he 
interested therein, or to he entitled to act for peraoiiH so 
nitcj ested But iicMe the (Oiulitioii is "as reside’’ or have agents authoris- 
ed to ie» ei\e servo e mi then heliait witlnn the re\eiiue district in which tho 
land is situate Ion know. Sit, that Bengal has been partitioned, and many 
peojde ha\e on that a« i nuiit heen displaced People owning lurid in thin 
part <d the movinee ma\ have migrated to the other putt, to another dia- 
tjut. It will he ver \ haul on them it oiil\ sin h persons who reside within 
the revenue jurisdn tiou of the district whole the land is proposed to he 
a< ijtr. red sloaild he served With not it e arid people who liu\e gone out should 
mo get an\ notn e at .til ILoe Government should ti \ to ensure service 
of notne on the owner It the person is ru»t traceable then flic question 
hei ! ancs a different matter But where the person is traceable and the mun 
ha- migrated to a district other than his own it should he the duty of Gov- 
ernment to sene the notice on him and to ensure* thal the notice reaehtni 
him But here Government want to take powei and the\ do not want to 
serve with notice the owner ol the land who ma\ have migrated to another 
part ut Bengal and there the person will have to suffer for no fault of hitf 
own 1 want the lion lde Minister to give an assurance thal he will apply 
all diligence and care to seaic h tor the man who is the real owner of the 
lam! which he proposes to acquire. 

The Hon’ble 8ri MOHINI MOHAN BARMAN: Sir. I oppose this 
amendment on the ground that this expression is in the* Land Acquisition 
Am. Tt is alre.idc pnonled in the Aft Otherwise there will he no service 
of summons and m that < use no < a>e will he disposed of. I, therefore, think 
that this amendment cannot he accepted 

The motion ot Janab Md Khmla Bukhsh that i it clause lines 4 to (I, 

tlm words beginning with “as reside" and ending with “tire land is 
situate*' he omitted, was then put and fo-t 

The question that clause 3 do *und pat t of the Bill, was then put and 
agreed to. 

* * httlXi fi 

Janab MD. KHUDA BUKHSH: s n I heg to move that in ehiiiae 
hue I. after the words “Poss**--o«*n ot such land the words ‘'in like order and 
condition as when requisitioned fie inserted. 

Sir. here this section down the procedure of derequisitioning land 
and making over possession of land to the owner. The land had been 
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requisitioned with the ultimate purpose of being acquired, but later on it 
was decided by Government that tne land should be released from requisi 
tion. But if in the meantime Government had altered the land and hac 
suffered it to be used in such manner as was detrimental to the interest of 
the owner, then I submit the land should be made over to the owner in th< 
condition in which it was taken over from him, and it is fair that when 
Government want* to deprive a man of hi* property and when subsequently 
Government in charity wants to give him back his property it should alsc 
in its charity decide to give it hack in the condition in which it was taker 
from him. 

With these words I commend my motion to the acceptance of the House 

The Hon’ble Sri MOHINI MOHAN BARMAN: Sir. I oppose thi: 
amendment on the ground thal when there is provision for compensator 
such question* do not arise. If there be any damage to the land the owner 
will he entitled to compensation when the land will he returned to him. 

Janab MD. KHUOA BUKH8H: For that he will have to ^ file 
a suit. Government will not of its own volition give compensation Thai 
is what I want to avoid I want that Government should give compensa- 
tion ot its own initiative, of its own volition. 

Tba Hon’ble Sri MOHINI MOHAN BARMAN: If there is any damage 
Government will pay compensation. So there is no need for such provision 
in the Bill. I, therefore, think that the amendment cannot be accepted. 

The motion ot dunab Mil. Khuda Bukh-di that in clause lim l, 

after the words ‘'Possession of such land” the word** “in like order and 
condition as when requisitioned” be inserted. wa*> ihen put and lost 

Janab MD. KHUDA BUKH8H: Sir. I beg to move that the following 
proviso be added to clause namely 

“Provided that the Provincial Government shall, on the request of the 
I km son entitled to possession of such land, remove any -struc- 
tures or masonry work that may have In-cn erected on the land 

Here 1 am thinking of the air-strip and aerodromes or runways and such 
like that the Government may have to build on that land and after the Gov- 
ernment has done with the land the Government decides to derequisition the 
land and to make over possession of the land to the owner. Sir, the Minis- 
ter lias just now said that Government would be prepared to pay compensa- 
tion for any damage done to the land. But, Sir, for that damage the ownei 
of the land will have to go through a lot of technicalities and formalities and 
he will probably have to contest his claim for compensation in a court ol 
law. But here. Sir, the owner of tin* land, instead of taking damage in 
rupees, annas and pies, may require the Government to demolish any struc- 
ture or to take awav the strip or runway or any other masonry work thai 
the Government hail necessity to have built on the land. Sir, this is fail 
and I hope the Minister will see his way to accept my amendment. 

The Hon’ble Sri MOHINI MOHAN BARMAN: 1 oppose this amend- 
ment on the ground that when the requisitioned land is derequisitioned the 
owner of the land will get compensation for am damage done to the land. 
But in the case of any masonry or any other work done oy the Government, 
Government will naturally takeaway those structures because when then 
be any structure it will l»e constructed at the cost of Government and when 
the land will be derequisitioned Government cannot but take away such 
structures. 

Janab MD. KHUDA BUKH8H: Government will also take away the 
run wav, etc. 

Tbi Hon’bla 8ri MOHINI MOHAN BARMAN: Certainly. 
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The motion of Janab Md. Khuda Bukhsh that the following proviso be 
added to clause namely: — 

“Provided that the Provincial Government shall, on the request of the 
person entitled to possession of such land, remove an\ structures 
or musoim work that may have been erected on the land,” 

was then put and lost. 


•lanab MD. KHUDA BUKHSH : Sir. 1 beg to move that ill 
‘ hi use b(4», line*, 3 and 4, toi the words “on artd from the date of such 
publication tlie woids ‘after one calender month from the date of such 
publn at ion* ' be substituted. 

Sit, here the Bill sa\s, “When a notice referred to m sub-section (J) 
is published m the Official (iazette, the land specified in such notice shall 
cea**c to he subject to lequisition on and from the date ot such publication 
and shall be deemed to have been delivered to the person entitled to posses- 
sion thereof: and the Provincial Government shall not be liable for any 
compensation oi otbei * hums ui respect of such land for nuy period after 
the said dale 

Sir, the clause t ontempl.ites that ihe |iersnn is either an Hon ’hie Minis* 
ter. »>r an M I.. A , <»t a literate person who is also in the habit of reading 1 
Oftn ml (iazette so that as soon as tin* notification is published in the Official 
(iazette it would come to Ins notice and he would go to the spot to take 

possession ot hjs land All this, 1 should say, is rather a tall order. A 

tomnion peasant ot Bengal is neither in possession of an Official Gazette nor 
is jo* alw a \ s on the spot to lake possession of the land. That is wh\, Sir, 

1 have proposed that the person should he given one calendar month's 
notice from tlie date ot publ ication so that some kindly gentlemen may fell 
him that “\ our land has been derequisit nuied and you should within a 

month fmm this da\ fake over the possession of your land'*. It is very 

hard, Sit, for him to do that. It may be that he has left the place and 
from the date oi the publication— from the date when the land stands 
derequisitioned — tlu Government washe- Us hands off it and it is not liable 
tor any thing done to the land from that date Therefore, 1 hope my aniend- 
men t w ould he a< cepfed 

The Hon’ble Sri MOHINI MOHAN BARMAN: Sir, i oppose the 
amendment on the ground that it h already provided in the Land Acquiai- 
ttun Act This amendment cannot fx* accepted also on the ground that if 
after derequisition time is allowed for one month Government will have to 
bear unne<essar\ compensation u hen the\ actually do not retain the land. 
So after notification in the Official (iazette the liability of the Government 
ce.isCH. If one month s tmo* is allowed it will involve unnecessary expendi- 
ture oil the part of Government Therefore. I oppose the amendment. 

Ihe motion of .lanuh Md Khudu Bukhsh that in clause t\(4) 

lines 3 and 4. for the words “on and from the date of such publication" the 
words “after one calendar month from the date of such publication" be 
substituted, was then put and lost 

The question that clause b do sund part of the Bill, was then put and 
a division taken with the following result: — 1 


luapXU n, prt Rraawtka Nat*. 

*1 ftaaM Kaasr. 

•MMtt. Or. Una 0UMn 

Tht Mm*M« m MakM N«Ui 
Um, M Nmmn«> Kutr. 

■k« atari, trl Man Olaatn. 


AYII« 

Oka* rawly, Irl latua Okaatra. 
Ckaatkary, Irt AmUi S ratal. 
k«. IH Ratka Nats. 

Oaa Rafta, Irl RUftatn Nats 
Raw. krl KaaaMal. 

•a, 10 Ratal Uf. 

•tM. M Hara t tra Rata. 
•aaiaR, to Sl^la Ra*a*i 
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Uj", Irl AraMil*. 

$lm*, irl A. K. 

Bk«k, Irl BlflMl 0«M«r. 
lapte, Irl 4 . 0. 

Htlltr, Irt KiNr Ota«l. 

Mlmmat lligki, Irl B. D. 

Mtkairty, Irl Oktri OkaMra. 

Ma HI, TM Hm’Wi Irl MikMfij« Bthflrt. 
Majkl, Irl NlihaMtl- 
Majwailar, Tb« Maa'Ma Irl Btowfatl. 
Mai, IrlUwar Okiiln. 

Malltfk, Irl Aikitnk. 


AMar Rihamaa, JaMb A. f. M. 
Haaan Ara Bagam, Janak. 
KkalalakMk.Jaaak M 4. 


Mania I, Irl SaakaMkari. 

Mania I, Irt Kriakaa Fraaal. 

Natkar, Tht Maa’Ma Irl Mam Chaalra 
Paaja, Tba Haa'Ma Irl ItMftBartra Ritk. 
Pwitaay, Mr. L. B. 

Platal, Mr. R. K. 

Pramanik, tri Rajaal Kaata. 

Ray, Irl Kamal Kritkaa. 

Roy, Iri Jajntiwar. 

tan, Iri Ookaalra Natk 

Doha, Tba Haa'bla Irl Biaial Okaalra. 


NOCI — I. 

I Mahammal layaal Mia, laaab. 

Malta Mohamaul Ablal Halim, Jaaal. 


The A)es being ‘10 and the Noes o, the motion was carried. 

Clause 7. 

Janab MD. KHUOA BUKH8H : Sii , 1 beg to move that in clause T (/), 
the second proviso lx* omitted. 

Sir, this is a proviso that seeks to limit and alter and modify the Land 
Acquisition Act, and it is in this juiticulai that this Act is different from 
the Lund Acquisition Act Sir, tlu* pool peasant o! Bengal will perhaps 
he willing to part with his land lor the larger interest of tin* State when the 
State wants his hind tor building up a militan camp oi a police outpost to 
guard the border line, or wants his land ior bettering the communication 
by making a highway, or wants his land tor an aerodrome or such other 
things. But it will he cruel to him to he asked that he should part with 
his land at twice the market value prevailing in 1941 when he is perhaps 
fulled upon to purchase the necessaries oi life at -U)U to 400 per cent, of 
1941 prices and when it means probabh his last bigha oi land. Under the 
scheme b\ which Government has to acquire it lie will have to part with his 
land at twice the market value of 1941, but I sa\. Sir. if he has to part 
uirh his land he must have the current market value. J have already 
characterised it a*< tevolutiomu \ hut now I sa\ it is woise than revolution* 
an inasmuch as it savours almost of confiscation of property. Nowhere in 
the world such thing has been done when compensation is decided upon. 
The compensation should he fair. The Bill in its Statement of Objects and 
Reasons has stated “at fair price”, but it blows hot and cold in the same 
breath, ami it says, it should be the fair price, and then it says, the fair 
price is twice the price as it was in 1941. Everything is selling at higher 
rate than twice the rate of 1941 But the poor peasant of Bengal who has 
half a higha or a bigha ot land has to sell it to Government at twice the 
price of 1941. This is not the thing in the Land Acquisition Act. Every- 
where else the Hon’ble Minister has Wen idensed to say that this is a part 
and parcel of the Act I of 1S94 and therefore lie cannot accept my amend- 
ment because it is so worded in the Land Acquisition Act. But. Sir. in 
this particular case he will have to deviate from what is there in the Land 
Acquisition Act and what the Land Acquisition Act provides is a fair price, 
namely, the market value. But the Hon’ble Minister deviates from that and 
only proposes to give him twice the 1941 price. In this connection all 
sections of the House agree that this should be omitted. You have called 
out the name of Sri Anandi Lai Poddur who is not here and of Sri Shyama- 
pada Bhattacharyya w*ho has defdined to move his amendment for pressure 
from the party to which be has to submit. Sir. you can guess the mind of 
the House that this should be omitted. I hope this has been brought home 
to the Minister and he will he prepared to accept my amendment. 

Sri A. K. CHOSE S Sir, with your permission I beg to mot* two abort 
notice amendment* to clause 7. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: Yes. 

8ri A. K. CHOSE: Sir, 1 tag to move that in the second proviso to 
suh-elail.se (I) of clause 7, line 2, the word "twice” he omitted. 

1 also tag to move that in the second proviso to sub-clause (i) of clause 
7, hue 3, for the figure '‘1941” the figure "194t»” he substituted. 

TM Hon’bU Sri MOHlNI MOHAN BRAMAH: Sir, I oppose the 
amendment of Mr. Khuda Bukhsh and I accept the short notice amendments 
of Mi A K (those 1 should like to >a\ to m\ friend opposite that Gov- 
ernment is ever readv to pa\ tan price*. 

The motion of Janab Md. Khuda Bukhsh that in clause 7 ( / ) the second 
proviso he omitted, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Sri A K Ghoso that in the second proviso to sub-clause 

{1 1 ot i la use », line 2, the word "twite” be omitted, was then put and 

agreed to. 

The moiuui of Sm A K Ghose that in the se< ond proviso to sub-clause 

(1 \ of < lause 7. Inn* •!. ini the figure "Hill ” the figuie "194fi” 1 m' substi- 

tllted. was then put and agreed to 

The question that (lause 7, as amended, do stand part of the Bill, was 
then put and agreed to 

Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned at ’»-2’» p m till 3-4o p.m on Thursday, 
the 19th Febiuan. 194'\ at the A»emld\ House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the West Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935, 
as adapted. 

The Assembly wet in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Thursday, the 
19th February, 1948, at 3-45 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Deputy Speaker (Sri Ashutosh Mallick) in the Chair, 8 Hon’ble 
Ministers and 53 members. 

GOVERNMENT BILLS 

The West Bengal Land (Requisition and Acquisition) Bill, 1948. 

Clause 8. 

The Hon’ble Sri BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Sir, with your permis- 
sion I beg to move that in paragraph (a) of sub-clau9e (7) of clause^, for 
the word and figure “section O’* the word and figure “section 7” be 
substituted. 

4anab MD. KHUDA BUKH8H: We have not been quite able to 
follow tbe amendment. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Si nlia, will > oil please read it again? 

Mr. JYOTI BA8U: May 1 suggest that some explanation should be 
given when short-notice amendment is moved, otherwise we cannot follow? 

The Hon’ble Sri BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Sir, this is a formal 
amendment. 1 l>eg to move that in paragraph (a) of sub-clause (7) of 
clause 8, for the word and figure “section (i“ the word and figure 
“section 7“ be substituted. 

The motion was then put and agreed to 

The question that clause 8, as amended, do stand part of the Bill was 
then put and agreed to. 

Clause 9. 

The question that clause 9 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 10. 

The question that clause 10 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 77. > 

The Hon’ble Sri BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA: May I have your 

permission to move the short-notice amendment? 

Sir, 1 beg to move that in'clause 11 before the words “No decision” at 
tb© beginning, the words “save as otherwise expressly provided in this Act” 
be inserted. 

Sir since an explanation was demanded of the short-notice amendments, 
may i’ explain this amendment ? It is only a formal amendment. It has 
been laid down in section 11 that “No decision or order made in exercise 
of any rower conferred by or under this Act shall be called in question in 
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any Court”, but in section 8 we have said that reference to court is possible. 
Therefore, unless we add these words, viz., “save as otherwise expressly 
provided in this Act”, the powers given to the Courts under section 8 
would be nullified. Therefore these words are being added to clause II 
whereby we are giving the powers to Courts as provided in section 8. That 
is the object of the short-notice amendment. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Sri Bimal Chandra Sinha that in clause II 
before the words “No decision” at the beginning, the words “save as other- 
wise expressly provided in this Act” be inserted, was then put and agreed 
to. 

The question that clause 11, as amended, do stand part of the Bill was 
then put and agreed to. 

Clause 12. 

Ihe question that clause 1 1 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. ' 

Clause 13. 

Janab MD. KHUDA BUKHSH: Sir, I beg to move that the following 
proviM> he added to clause Id, namely; — 

“Provided that nil rules made by the Provincial Government shall be 
laid before the Provincial Legislature”. 

Sir, here in the rule-making potters Government have reserved unto 
themselves the power to make titles without any prejudice to the generality 
of the foregoing powers, the manner ot service of orders on the owner or 
oct upier of land, retorted to m sub-section (2) of section 8, the manner of 
servile of notice. leletred to in sub-section (3 ) of section o and sundry 
oilier things. 

Sit, we know that these rule-making powers are often abused by the 
Government departments and to provide against that contingency, &ir, I 
suggest ihat all rules made under this Ait be laid before the Provincial 
Assembh so that the accredited representatives of the country have a 
chance to set* what rules are being made - whether the\ are emit run to or 
whether the\ art* in agreement with the wishes of the people or whether 
the\ ate in agreement with the purposes set out in this Bill. 

Sir, there is precedent also of this procedure. In respect of the Motor 
Vehicles Act Government agreed that rules made thereunder should be 
placed before the Provincial Legislative Assembly and also, Sir, there are 
other Bills where Government, have accepted Ihe principle that the rules 
should be laid before the House. Therefore, Sir, I suggest that my amend- 
ment should be accepted by Government. 

The Hoit’ble Sri BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA: Mr. Deputy Speaker, 
Sir, I think the proposal put forward here is really redundant because it is 
one of the universally accepted principles of legislation that only the 
general principles are laid down in the body of the statute and there must 
be given some powers to the Provincial Government to make rules without, 
infringing the letter and spirit of the statute. I quite agree with my 
honourable friend that the Government in certain cases have the chance of 
misusing the powers, but Sir, no legislation, l submit, can be fool-proof 
and knave-proof. Therefore, the ultimate test is whether you have 
confidence in the Government or not because you have to give certain powers 
to Government if you have to earn legislation into practice. 

Sir, I could not really follow- the argument of my honourable friend. 
He said that the rules should be hud before the Assembly. I do not know 
whether he meant that the rules shall have to be approved by the Assembly 
or shall have to be laid before the Assembly only for information. Well, 
Sir, I find that the honourable member says that the rules will have to be 
laid before the Assembly only for information. If that be the object of thia 
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QfUQfrdjncnt, I beg to submit that this is really quite jumecmsary, because 
rules are published in the gazette and the gazette is also laid an the Assembly 
fa bh end is supplied to me members of the Bouse free. Therefore, if the 
tneraber® of the House want to have any knowledge of the rules, they may 
also go through the gazette and have information on that point. There- 
fore, Sir, my view is that this amendment should not be accepted. \ 

daft ah MD. KHUOA iSUKHSM: Sir, may I rise again to clarify 
the point raised Y My honourable friend has said that the gazette 
is available to the members as also to those of the public who would care 
to read it. Sir, laying of the rules before the House has an implication. 
When they come before the Assembly, members can express themselves on 
them and members can take the Government to task, if they disapprove of 
those rules, hut mere publication in the gazette, Sir, does not give thb 
members that opportunity. What I wanted from Government is an oppor- 
tunity to be able to express ourselves on the rules made by the Government. 
My honourable friend is quite right in thinking that my intention was that 
the rules should not have the prior approval of Government but the rules 
made in exercise of the powers given to the Government under this section 
should he laid on the talile, so that the members may hay# a look at them 
before they are printed and they ran ask questions or probably by a resolu- 
tion disapprove of a certain rule. And, Sir, in another f Bill " the same 
llon’ble Minister has accepted the principle of laying down the rules on the 
table. 

S J'he motion of .Janab Md. Khuda Bukhsh that the following proviso be 
ed to clause 13, namely; — 

“Provided that all rules made by the Provincial Government shall be 
laid before the Provincial Legislature”, 

was then put and n division taken with the following result : — \ 

A Y|E8 — 10. ' 


Abdur Wahid Sarkar, Janab. 
AMur Rahman, Janab A. P. M. 
Abdur Rahman Siddlqi, Janab. 

\ B|tu, Sri Jyotl. 
ffrftynln, Sri R|tan|al. 


Khuda Bukhth, Janab Md. 

Mahammad Sayaad Mia, Janab. 

Molla Mohammad Abdul Halim, Janab. 
Mudatalr Hotaaln, Janab. 

8arajuddin Ahammad, Janab. 

NOES — 37. 


Bandyopadhaya, Sri Pramatha Nath. 
Banff) f,Dr. Surtah Chandra. 

Barman, tha Hon’bls Sri Moh^il Mohan. 

pllM, Sri HflnianU Kunw- 

BbaRdarl, $rl C haru Chandra. 
Shattaoharyya, Sri Shyamapada. 

Boat, Sri Satlah Chandra. 

ChfKrayfrty, Sri Satlih Chandra. 
thpMtmury, Sri Annada Protatf. 

Dal, Srfjukta Bina. 

Dat, SB Radha Nath. 

Kaffir*’ - * 

DMUI, Sri Harsndra Nath. 

Ohaaa, Sri s. k. 

*» limil Comar. 


Hlldar, Sri Kubsr Chand. 
Nlmmatslngka, 8ri P. D. 

Mfhanty, Sri Charu Chandra. 

Maiti, tha Non'bl* Sri Nlkunja Sabah. 
Majhl, Sri Nl'hapati. 

Majumtfar, tha Mon'bla 8rl Bhupatl. 
Mai, Sri liwar Chandra. 

Wandof, Sri Sankubpharl. 

Mandal, Sri Krishna Prjuad. 

Murarka, 8ri Baaantlal. 

Naakar, tha Hoh'btt Sri Ham Chandra. 
Pan)a, tha Hon'Sla Sri Jadabandra Nath. 
Pantony, Mr. L. R. 

Pramanlk, Sri Ra)ahl Kanta. 

Ray, Sri Kamal Krishna. 

Roy, Sri Jafnaasar. 

San, Sri Dabsndra Nath. 

pinna, tha Non’bla |rl Blmfl Chandrf. 


The Ayes being H) end the Noes 37 the motion was lost. 

The question that clause 18 Mo stand part of tlie Bill waa then put and 
ageed to. 


Preamble. 

Mr. UNITY IPIAKSB: ^Amendment No. 19 is dependent on amend- 
ment No. 4 which has been withdrawn. So it falls through. 
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, Hi A, It. BHOfEt With your permission I beg to move a ehort notice 
amendment.** 

|lr. DIPUTY SPSAKER: Yes. 

;Bri QHMft Sir, I beg to more that in the preamble for Urn 

Fords “and communication” at the end, the words ‘‘communication, 
irrigation or drainage” be substituted/ 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The question that the Preamble, as amended, do stand part of the Bill, 
was then put and agreed to. 

TIM Hoo’bU Sri MOHJNI MOHAN BARMAN 8 Sir, I beg to move 

that the West Bengal Lund (Requisition and Acquisition) Bill, 1948, as 
settled ill the Assembly, be p^*s*4. 

Jsnab MD. KHUOA BUKH8H: Mr. l)eput\ Speaker. Sir, the clauses 
of the Bill have been accepted b\ the House on the strength of the 
majority ot the Government benches. All the amendments that this 
■Hide of the House suggested have been rejected on the strength of their 
majority. 

Sir, in the Statement of Objects and Reasons it has been stated that in 
consequence of the partition of Bengul it has become urgently necessary to 
obtain powers for Government mi a> to ensure at abort notice and fair price 
procurement of land for public security, etc. Sir, whether this urgency 
ha> evolved or has come overnight, the Horrble Minister has not been able 
to make out a case for urgency. Sir, as I have always maintained and I 
wi*b to repeat it here with all t lie emphasis 1 can command that all the 
provisions in this Bill are to be found in the Land Acquisition Act but it 
differs only in this respect that it prQxidaa lar speedier acquisition of land. 
But speedier acquisition can only be justified by urgency. 
has only said that a situation ha* arisen or that there is urgency, but he 
has not thought it tit and proper to take the House into confidence and tell 
us exactly what is the uature of the urgency and in what manner or in 
what particular the Land Acquisition Act is deficient for his purposes. 

Sir, we have tried to improve the Bill in certain respects, but in his 
hurry — 1 must mi> , in his indecent hum — the Hon 'Me Minister has not 
looked into the amendments with the consideration that they deserve. And, 
Sir, before this Bill is placed on the Statute Book we are again asking the 
Hon’bio Minister to avail of this last chance of taking the House into 
confidence and tell u» what exactly is the urgency and what is the necessity 
that certain provision* of the Land Acquisition Act should be "waived and 
speedier processes be substituted for probably more lengthy processes. 

Sir, with the last amendment that I moved for placing all rules made 
under this rule before the House, I again enter our protest that this should 
have been done and at this stage I should like to have an assurance from 
the Hon’ble Minister that though he has had the amendment rejected by 
his party, he will lay those rules before the House, 

Tll§ Hon'ble Sri BIMAL CHANDRA SINHAl Mr. Deputy Speaker, 
Sir, before the Hon’ble Minister replies to the points raised by the members 
opposite, may I point out. Sir, that in presenting the Bill, the Hon'ble 
Minister in charge of this legislation made odt a case for speedy acquisition 
of land. I think it is unfair to complain that this Bill has been rushed 
through t # he Legislature by sheer weight of the majority because, firstly, it 
must be understood that in the present time when parties are so’id and 
there must be clear-cut party lines, there is no use complaining about that. 
We also used to complain on that score for two years, and Hon ole Ministers 
from these treasury benches used to put forward the assurance that they 
would give sympathetic consideration to our suggestions but they used to 
reject all our amendments.* While I do not propose to emulate that 
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example, I should like to, say a few words as regards the reliableness of 
this piece of legislation . ( AVe should not forget for one that the 

border of Bengal is also the border of India, and that it is therefore neces- 
sary to connect the border regions with good roads so that there ma# be 
easy movements in all the areas. Secondly, you know West Bengal vronld 
become a deficit province and it is necessary for good food procurement to 
have interior villages connected with towns with a good network of roads. 
If we go through the ordinary processes of land acquisition, it will take 
six months or seven months, to say the minimum, before any road construe* 
tion can be taken up. Therefore I put it before the House if the House, 
desires that six or seven months should elapse before even preliminaries to 
road construction should be completed. As the rains would intervene, a 
delay of six months would really mean that it will take one year more to 
begin construction of roads. Is it the desire of the House that at the 
present moment there should be no roads, even dry fair-weather roads for 
food procurement for one good yearP 

Sir, it is quite understandable that we cannot leave the province in that 
state of affairs, and if that be so, it is essential that before rains come, there 
should he at least dry fair-weather roads, and preparations should be set on 
foot so that we may have good roads within a year. This Bill has been 
brought with this object in view, and as my Hon’ble friend, Mr. Niharendu 
Dutt-AIazumdar pointed out \esterda\ , it should be t lie patriotic duty of all 
interested in the stability of the State or in the interest of proper food 
procurement to see to it that land is voluntarily given up so tnat we may 
connect villages with the Central headquarters and other towns in order 
that there might not be any possibility of famine or possibility of any 
dangerous activities. I think, it has been made amply clear that this Bill 
has been drafted with that object in view and that has been stated 
specifically ami clearly in the Preamble. I do not think there is any reason 
that the powers given m this Bill will be misused because this Bill is after 
nil a limited Bill, limited to three years onlj. 

With these words. Sir, 1 entiroh support the motion moved bv my 
Hon’ble friend, Sri Mohini Mohan Barman, and suggest that this Bill be 
passed into law. 

Sri ilYOTI BASU: Mr. lleputy.Speuker, Sir, 1 had no desi re yesterday 
to participate in the discussions with regaid to this Bill which is before 
us because 1 felt that it was so vague — the Statement of Objects and 
Reasons, etc. — that it was not possible to say anything until and unless one 
heard, especially the Ministers, on this particular 'Bill and its clauses. I 
heard them yesterday and today and especially just now I have also heard 
another Minister on the purpose of this Bill. I feel as Mr. Khuda Bukhsh 
has rightly pointed out that no case lias in faot been made out as to why 
this BUI was necessary. AVe are told that for quick irrigation purposes, 
for roads, food procurement and all the rest of it we need this Bill very 
urgently. Of course, in the Objects and Reasons they do not say so. This 
is made out in the speeches of the Ministers. In the Objects and Reasons, 
ns usual, the Government trots out the reason that for public security due 
to the partition of Bengal and for communication and transport this Bill 
is necessary, that is, to requisition and acquisition lands, but we do not 
know — the Ministers have not told us — whether there is a war on between 
Pakistan and India. Those tl|*ngs are never told us. Yesterday I thought 
and on first reading of this Bill I thought that probably for the border 
districts bordering on Pakistan for certain defence purposes the State of 
West Bengal would need some lands and therefore it would be of limited 
application. But having beard ine Ministers I come to realise that in 
actual fact it is of far wider application than what I thought at the begin- 
ning. The Objects and Reasons, as I have tried to show, do not mean any- 
thing, because, for instance, it says that for maintaining supplies and 
Jteirioes essential to the life of the community such powers — wide powers— 
are necessary for the Government. Now, this has nothing to do either with 
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the parti tiftflLgf Bengal or with the creation of a new State, because it ii 
easy enouPpftr any State at any moment to say that for maintaining 
sujmiies sttcljfand such powers are necessary and therefore drastic legislation 
mtjl be g©ng through. Therefore 1 feel that no case has at all been made 
orals to why this Bill is particularly necessary. 

,^Ye are told that before the rains — that is the most amaaing part of it— 
jusf now we have l>een told by another Hon’ble Minister that oefore the 
x rains this road construction is going to be started. 1 would like to see this 
Government doing that particular thing before the rains. We know how 
the Government moves as far as giving benefit to the ordinary people ia 
concerned. Therefore we shall wait anu see for another two months how 

this road construction is going to start before the rains. If I may say so, 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, it is uo use trying to bluff us — 1 use that word and I 
know what 1 sa\ — because when it was framed they did not have all this 
in mind. Now in order probably to hoodwink the people again a short- 
uotice amendment was introduced that for irrigation purpose also to benefit 
the Kisans they need these powers under this Bill. Again we are told, as 
always we are told these days, that the State is in danger — for public 
security. Now, if the Dou ble Ministers specially are so enamoured of 
public security, if they so love their country, I do not see why during these 
three, four or five months all that the\ have been doing was to squabble 
amongst themselves f«»r petty offices. Toda\ there is no question of doing 
service to the people. We heard a few days back that aguin signature* 
were being taken by some or other Ministers or people who want to become 
Ministers Gt course the best thing would be in such a case to make all 

of them Ministers- those who want to become Ministers — by rotation, if 

necessan. However. 1 made out that point in order to show that really 
this question of public security or the security of the State has nothing to 
do with tin* purposes as stated in the Objects and Reasons. 

Mr. Deputy Speukei, Sir, 1 have also felt on hearing the speeches that 
these gentlemen sitting opposite have enunciated a principle here which is 
very dangerous and which may in future bo used for other purposes oven if 
this particular Bill or Act was used for the limited purposes for which it 
is purported to have been placed before us. 

Now, with regard to compensation, that is, clause 7. Yesterday on© of 
the Ministers was very eloquent. He suid that somebody paid him a 
compliment by saying that this was a revolutionary measure and that parti- 
cular Hon’ble Minister congratulated himself and his Government because 
he thought that this was really a revolutionary measure. 1 also feel that it 
is to some extent a revolutionary measure because hero the poverty-stricken 
people, the ordinary people are told if their land is going to in* requisitioned 
or acquired from them, as it is said in the Bible — Blessed are the poor for 
theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven — they should not ask for more, the rate 
of compensation in their case should not be higher than what would be in 
the case of their triends, the rich. That is why we find no distinction 
whatsoever made. That is their idea of fairness, fair play, fair price and 
all the rest of it, because we thought in our simple human logic that fair 
pnce cannot be the same for all persons. If a rich man’s land is taken 
away from him, 1 ran even suggest that if it is necessary for the State*, no 
compensation shall be paid to him because even then he can carry on hi* 
livelihood. But if a poor man’s property taken away from him, then 
surely the rate of compensation should be much higher ihau what is given 
to either a middle class person or a zemindar and so on. But our present 
Ministers »do not believe in that kind of* logic because within a very abort 
period of time they have succeeded in forgetting — almost forgetting— the 
people and therefore according to their present logic they think that 
parasites should be paid the same compensation a* the ordinary toiling 
people. Of course, it would be, I know, a sacrilege even to suggest to tne 
members sitting opposite, specially those adorning the Ministerial Benches, 
that compensation need nof*be paid at all in certain cases, because I know 
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that in the constitution which has been framed by the Congrtpss it has been 
laid down that no property shall be taken away from a person without 
compensating him adequately. I do not of course agree with thgt point of 
yiew but I know that the gentlemen sitting opposite do agree with *that 
point of view Wause they are the servitors of the rich and they will not and 
cannot serve the ordinary people. But I would suggest at tne same time 
that even if they did not do that sacrilege, at least there must be some 
justice left in them, so that they might at some time or other look at the 
ordinary common people and see that they at least, if their lands are taken 
away, get something more than what the rich get. But I know that I am 
shouting in vain, it is not possible that 1 shall be able to convince them, 
because some of them have, (luring the last three or four months, somehow 
or other got office and power. Office, of course, they have got, but as 
regards power some of them think that they are already independent and 
the Britishers are no longer there. AH this has turned their heads. So 
naturally 1 cannot expect to convince them about my suggestions. But I 
would ask them : is this the principle — the principle which has been 
enunciated in this Bill and which on first reading may sound to be very 
innocuous — which is going to be followed in future with regard to all other 
measures which may come about during the course of one, two or three 
years, if they get sufficient time leaving apart their own petty squabbles 
and quarrels? If they do bring these measures, measures for instance in 
order to get rid of the zemimlari system, then would the same principle be 
followed, 1 wonder. And that is wh> after having heard all the debates 1 
would even at this stage suggest that since, in fact, no case has been made 
out that they need all these powers, so that within the next two or three 
months they have to go through some emergent work — since that case has 
not been made out, i would suggest to them that even at this stage they 
should not proceed with the Bill but halt here, so that as was suggested, 
may take this up a little later on after having some more discussion, because 
some very vital principles are involved. Therefore, 1 am constrained to say 
that my vote shall certainly go against this Bill, because all these principles 
Jiave been violated — principles by which I stand, by which the gentlemen 
sitting there stood a few months back before the\ were in office. 

Janab ABDUR RAHMAN tIDDIQI: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, the 
very fact that vicarious defences are being offered for the relevancy of this 
Bill, is enough to convince me of the fact that it was not wanted. Imagine, 
Sir, bringing forward tin* argument that because a new frontier has neen 
established on the eastern side of this province and for that purpose roads 
and all the other parapharnulia of military strategy will l>e required is an 
argument that could come out of a brain full of enthusiasm but not good 
sense. When you think of the frontier from the Bay of Bengal to the 
confines of Assam and then if you consider the whole military problem and 
the manner in which the vicarious defence was nut before us, had the 
Finance Minister been here he would perhaps have given up the ghost. 
Kir, we have hoard of Maginot Line. I wonder if we are going to have 
another. After the financial statement that was presented to us only the 
other dsn I feel that the whole thing — to use an Americanism — is bunkum. 
There are reasons why this Bill is being wanted, but its sponsors are 
mightily afraid of giving out those reasons to the House. I wish they had 
come out openlv and freely and told us wh\ this Bill is wanted. Sir, we 
all know* that the majority must support the Government : Otherwise the 
Government would not be there. But to use the power of the majority 
either bv silence on their ow'n part or by refusing to listen to those who have 
some criticisms to offer shows tendencies which, to say the least of it, are 
unparliamentary and definitely undemocratic. These are tendencies which 
honourable members sitting opposite would have described as totalitarian, 
jfiir, I know we are passing through a crisis these days. I am hoping that 
•pop we shall come down to Mother Earth and that very soon we shall 
begin to realise that eves* the critic may have sincerity m hie heart. He 
doftf not criticise merely to criticise, but the duty of the Opposition is to 
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#e|l the Government where it U going wrong, to teU the Government why 
it should not do this and why it should do the other thing. Otherwise 
there need be no opposition, there need be no legislature; they could sit in 
their ministerial offices and issue orders. Sir, to mention monsoon as a 
sort of time limit was another argument which made me laugh. Perhfltyp 
there was something in the cheek of the Hon’ble Minister who was using 
it. We are in February. Monsoon will come soon. Whether roads are 
built in monsoon and whether irrigation schemes are taken up in monsoon 
is. to put it again in the most modest manner, laughable. Yes, the whole 
scheme and plan of roads, irrigation and the thousand and one other things 
connected with military strategy — I am leaving aside the civil aspect of the 
matter — to use military strategy us the main argument and simultaneously 
to talk of procurement and joining the villages with the centres, again 
establish the fact that there is something up the sleeve of the Cabinet which 
it is not prepared to divulge to the House. 

in these circumstances, Sir, we can only utter our warnings, because 
we know that the Bill will become an Act in 10 minutes* time from now. 
Again is it possible to apj>eal to the new Cabinet to go about their business 
in a friendlier way — I am repeating this ml nauseam — for the simple reason 
that with our criticism before them they will perhaps be able to reconsider 
their position on some of the points. All that is uttered from this side of 
the House need not he brushed aside summarily. Then* may he sense in 
it somewhere, because the\ will themselves agree that a Cabinet or individual 
Ministers are not infallible It is possible for them to make mistakes, and 
the he**t proof of what I am saying, is the fantastic idea that all these 
schemes will have taken shape before the monsoon and, as I understand, will 
have ( nme into being within the period of the Bill, three years. Kir, let u» go 
about our business in a more sensible manner than this. J can understand 
that the partition has created certain problems for us, and we have got to 
handle them as best as we can. but let us meet them sensibly, let us meet 
them with generosity or statesmanship for the good of the province which, 
as the Hon hie the Finance Minister told us, needs combined effort and 
united endeavour to reach the goal which he considers will he a glorious 
one 


Th# Hon’ble Sri NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDARs Mr. Deputy 

Speaker, Sir, our friends opposite seem to find some difficulty to realise the 
urgency of (hi*, measure 1 do not wish to waste much time of the House 
in replies or ent humus ot all the speeches. 

Sir, some of my friends opposite seem to have been neutralised, to start 
with, in the course of the debate yesterday and, as is their wont, to sit on 
the fence and then alternately to l>e on one side or the other. Of course 
that liberty of theirs must be recognised I do not wish to pursue such 
vacillating gyrations of that point of view any further. But I wish to say 
tins only that it should have been obvious to my friends opposite what the 
urgency of this Bill is. In the first place, thanks to all men of good will. 
We are enjoying comparative ;>eace and tranquillity in ibis West Bengal 
province of ours. Here is no question of communalism in our politics any 
longer: citisens find absolute protection of the State: the State is unsparing 
of lawlessness and hooliganism, no matter .what community the hooligans 
might belong to. Thanks to that, we have been fortunate so far as this 
province of West Bengal is concerned. We are also fortunate that in the 
neighbouring sister province of ours which is now in a separate State, we 
have got a Government about whose intention I have no doubt that they are 
absolutely friendly to this their sister province of West Bengal. Sir, we 
look forward to the best and utmost cordial relations between the Govern- 
ments of these two provinces, but at the same time it is not possible to 
stmt the eyes of any thinking or seeing people to the fact that very unfor- 
tunately the Government of* East Bengal does not seem to be able to ccwftrol 
the people as it ought to be. Sir, we have read only recently that jf&gm 
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hare been burnt down just a few days ago. We have seen that there are 
element* of lawlessness there. Incidents have taken place when such 
elements have crossed the border and created trouble. 

Sri J. 0« Gupta* On a point of order, Sii. I think criticism of another 
•State in this connection is not permissible. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: It is not permissible. 

Tha Hon’ble Sri NIHARENDU UTT-MAZUMDAR: No, Sir, I have 
not said anything against another Stute. I have said, to start with, that 
we are very fortunate in having a friendly neighbouring Government, but 
at the same time I have said that there are elements who have crossed jnto 
Indian border, and it is with a view to ensure that in any emergency wjien 
such lawless elements who in spite of the best of intentions of the Govern- 
ment transgress all restrictions of law and international decorum our people 
must be fortified and we must see that they are supplied with good roads 
so that even citizens having the advantage of good communications may be 
able to defend themselves against the inroads of marauders 'whom the 
Govern men t of East Bengal province, I am sure, decry. But if it is beyond 
their power to resist these elements, at least our people in the border land 
who are precariously situated must be able to defend themselves. That is 
one reason why in the particular region there ought to be good roads for 
the purpose of seeing that no smuggling out of the province can take 
place: there is proper arrangement for patrol: there may be proper cordon- 
ing to save this province from foodstuff and other esseptial articles going 
out illegally, and it is well known that a lot of these free hooters are about. 
Y\ hen this province is in a precarious state as regards essential necessities 
and foodstuff, 1 do not see why there should be an\ objection to make this 
provision. There is no question of any panic in this province but at the 
same time this province is faced with this situation that thousands of 
people are flocking in as immigrants out of panic. That constitutes an 
enormous problem lor this piovince, but the same situation does not Prise 
in the case of our sister province. Taking all these points into considera- 
tion it is necessary that our Government and our people should be in a 
position to provide for good roads, good communication*, and places where 
refugees may find shelter, where proper patiolling ariangenients may be 
made so that foodstuffs cannot go out. and where our forces may be in a 
position to restrain the marauding bands who cross the border. 

8ri JYOTI BA8U : On a point of order. Sir. There is no such thing 
in the Bill ns housing of refugees. He is talking irrelevant. I think the 
Hon’ble Minister should read the Bill. 

Tho Hon’ble 8ri NIHARENDU D UTT-MAZUMDAR: Sir, with all 
these things happening around us the Government is asking that power 
should be gi\en to tlm Government m. order to acquire land where works 
of urgent public importance may be .started. An honourable friend of 
mine opposite was carried a Way in his enthusiasm; in his enthusiasm for 
the monsoon, lie seems to have skipped over the whole of the winter season, 
and he is now skipping over the spring season that lies ahead. But all 
works have to be carried through and carried through straightway, and for 
these purposes these powers a»e urgently required. 

Sir, beyond this 1 do not wish to say anything further. With a little 
bit of imagination on their side ik might not have been difficult for our 
friends opposite to see the urgency of this Bill. There i* no Question of 
rushing this piece of legislation through. We have seen on the floor of the 
Mouse that by a simple validating Bill, seven, eight, nine or ten Ordinances 
have been conyerted into law. That is a practice which this Government 
WQl|d never emulate. There is no question of rushing this Bill through. 
T** Bill ha* been published, notified and circulated; and if any honourable 
member changing his opinion break* his neutrality, he is at liberty to do so 
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to add an interest to the debate. But so far as the relevancy and the 
urgency of the Bill are concerned, I think it ought to satisfy my honour* 
able friends that it is in the interest of the public of this province that these 
arrangements should be made immediately and these powers are precisely 
directed to meet these necessities of Government. 

, The Hon’ble Sri MOHINI MOHAN BARMAN: Mr. Deputy Speaker. 
Sir, honourable members of this House are aware that this short ana 
temporary piece of legislation will remain in force for a period of three years 
and honourable members are also fully aware that in consequence of the 
partition of Bengal many problems have cropjwd up which oould not be 

anticipated before. At t he present moment good roads are essentially 

necessary in order to connect the border lands with other parts of the 

province. This i* the time when in the interest of public safety and for 

providing direct communications and for maintaining services and supplies 
essential to the life of t lie community, the Bill is essentially required. 

danab MO. KHUDA BUKHSH: Is it intended to acquire land under 

this Act for housing the refugees also Y 

The Hon’ble 3ri MOHINI MOHAN BARMAN: No, 

Now, that is also the procedure of acquisition under the Land Acquisi- 
tion Act, but if we follow the principles of th<« Land Acquisition Act, this 
work will he deferred and we will not be able to proceed further and in 
that case practically a year will be lost without any progress or without any 
work. So, in order to ensure public safety. Government should have power, 
os in this Bill, to ensure acquisition of land at short notice and also at a 
reasonable price — reasonable market price. 

As regards determination ot market value 1 like to submit that we also J 
provided previously that the* market value would be determined according 
to the market value of the present day or double the market value for the 
year 1941 whichever is le*s. But now we see that if we determine the 
value according to the price of 1941, or double of it, the land-owners will 
be losers thereby. So, we thought that the price of 1946 would be the 
fair price and if we take the price according to the present day, that is in 
1948, it will be practically a black-market price. Now, the price has risen 
up to a ven high level and it is not the proper price. So, we shall deter- 
mine the value of the land according to tlie market value of 1 94G f 

ilaitab MD« KHUDA BUKHSH: Who will determine the market 
value — Collector ? 

The Hon’ble Sri MOHINI MOHAN BARMAN: Yes It is provided 
in the Land Acquisition Act. The Collector will do that. 

Janab MO. KHUDA BUKHSH: How will he come to know w hut was 
the market value in 1941)? That needs clarification. What will be the 
procedure that the Collector will be asked to follow in determining what 
should have been the price of' land or what would have been the 
price of land in 1946? 

The Hon’ble Sri MOHINI MOHAN BARMAN: It is a question to lie 
determined by the Collector. According to the Land Acquisition Act 
certain valuation is fixed by the Collector and in this matter also the Land 
Acquisition Collector will nx the value. 

Jaittb MO. KHUDA BUKHSH: The Land Acquisition Collector will 
be able to fix the market price because there will be persona present who 
will be able to testify or adduce evidence, but what will be tne procedure 
to be followed in arriving at a price two years ago? * 

The Hon’ble Sri MOHINI MOHAN BARMAN: It is rather the con- 
cern of the Collector to determine. I think my friend is fully aware that 
the prices are settled according to the kobalo— according to the transfer deed. 
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4km M»i KHtftIA BOKHIH: Transfer deeds of lands that took 
pla<>* in 194ftf 

th* Hon*bl« Sri MOHtNl MOHAN BARMAN: What value will be 

determined is a question of evidence. How much the price of the land will 
be, has rather to be determined by the Collector according to the evidence 
he will get. 

Sir, With these words 1 commend this Bill for acceptance of the House. 
The motion of the Hon’ble Sri Mohini Mohan Barman that the West 
Bengal Land (Requisition and Acquisition > Bill, 1948, as settled in the 
Assembly, be passed was then put and a division taken with the following 
result: — 


AYES— 37. 


iff Prumitn* flat*. 
Barter Jf, Or. Sureeh hhan^a. 

Barman, me Hoo’ble Sri Moblni Mohan. 
Itititf, srl Memartta Kumar. 

Bhandarl, Srl Charu Chandra. 
Bhattaoharyya, Sri Shyamapada. 

Bote, Srl Satlih Chandra. 

OhaKravarty, Srl Satlah Chandra. 

Mr. t. E. 

Bit, Brt/ukfi Bind. 

Oat, Srl Radha Mam. 

Oat Gupta, Srl Khagendra Nath. 
OatKftrl Kanallal. 

Of. Srl Kami Lit. 

DOHA, Srl Narendra Nath. 
Dutt-Maxumdar, the Hon’ble Srl 
Nlhartndu. 

«MM, Srl A. K. 
dhoee, Sri Btmai Oomar. 


Gupta, Sri J. C. 

Haidar, 8ri KUber Chand. 

Mahanty, 8ri Charu Chandra. 

Maltl, the Hon’bla Srl Nlkilhja Beharl. 
Majhi, Srl Nlthapatl. 

Majumdar, the Hon’ble 8rl Bhupatl. 
Mai, Srl Imrar Chandra. 

Mandal, Sri Bankubehari. 

Mandal, Srl Krishna Prated. 

Murarka, Srl Batantlal. 

Natkar, Sri Ardhendu 8ekhar, 

Natkar, the Hon’ble 8ri Hem Chandra. 
Panja, the Hon’ble Sri Jadabendra Nath. 
Pentony, Mr. L. R. 

Pramarrlk, Sri Rajanl Kanta. 

Ray, Sri Kamal Krishna. 

Roy, Srl Jajneswar. 

Slnha, the Hon’bie Sri Blmal Chandra. 
Walker, Mr. J. R. 


Abdul Wahid 8arkar, Janab. 
Abdur Rahman. Janab A. t. M. 
ii to, Srl Jyotl. 

Brahmin, sri Rttdniai. 


NOES — 8. 

Khuda Bukhih, Janab Md. 

Mihammed Sayeed Mia, Janab. 

Molla Mohammad Abdul Halim, Janab. 
Muhammad Idris, Janab. 


The Ajea being 37 and the Noes 8 the motion was carried. 


The ftttfttftitieftscf Lind (Continuance of Powers) West ftengal Amendment 

Bill, 1048. 

The Hon’ble Srl MOHINI MOHAN BARMAN: Sir, 1 beg to introduce 
t fie Requisitioned Land (Continuance of Powers) West Bengal Amendment 
Bill, 1948. 

(Secretary then read the short title of the Bill.) 

Ttit Hoii'blt Mr? MOHINI MOHAN BARMAN: Sir, I beg to move that 

Jhe Requisitioned Land (Conti nuance of Powers) West Bengal Amendment 
Bill, 1948, be taken into consideration. 

Sir, this is a very short measure and it will remain in force for two 
venra. The existing Act whereby the powers in respect of requisitioned 
lands under the Defence of India Act, 1939. have been retained will expire 
on the 31st of March, 1948. Unless* therefore,- a further legislative action 
is taken in the matter extending the period for the exercise of such powers, 
it uhiuld 1)« necessun for the Government to release all requisitioned lands 
and buildings to the owners within a very short time on or before the 31st 
of ^tarch, 1948. A large number of requisitioned properties are still being 
t$ed by Government. Most of the Departments of Government will recfuire 
these premises even after 31st March. 1948. The honourable members are 
aware that the bousing situation in Calcutta as Well as in mo fossil towns 
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has not yet been eased, on the other hand it has become acute as a result 
of a large number of people coming trom the Eastern Pakistan. It has 
therefore become necessary to extend the period of operation of the exist- 
ing Act, so that various Departments of Government might retain posses- 
sion of those lands and huildings for some time more. 

With these words, Sir, I commend this Bill for the acceptance of the 
House. 

ilincfe Iff Q, KHUDA ffUKHSH: Sir, we have jusrt heard the Hon’ble 
Minister tell us that lands and the houses requisitioned for Government umj 
are still under the use of various departments. But, Sir, in proceeding to 
tell us he ha> said that the housing problem has taken an acute form and 
that there is a shortage o! house in Cubuttn and that there is an influx 
M refugee* from East Bengal. Will the Ilon’ble Minister tell us exactly 
how many houses have been taken under requisition and for what purpose? 
Will he tell us tin* names ot the departments to whielt houses have been 
allotted and the number of houses they have actualh ill occupation Y Sir, 
" e know that certain house* which were originally requistioiied have 1 h*cti 
made over for use of refugees trom Past Bengal. Sir, is it the purpose of 
(JoNornment to maintain those houses in tcquisition for tin* purpose that 
the refugees from Hast Bengal ma\ have routimied occupation of those 
house - f In the Bill the (towrmnent has said that the houses are under 
die occupation of different departments Sir. it becomes interesting and It 
also becomes necessary tm this side of the House to know exactly how 
many houses are there unde? requisition and how main have been allotted 
to the departments ami how many to each department. The Hon’ble 
Minister must have those figures with him and also figures allowing the 
houses originally requisitioned b\ Government for departmental purposes 
whn h have been gnen over to tbe refugees for occupation. 

The Hon’ble Sri MOHINI MOHAN BARMAN: Then* are as many as 4.MI 
houses undei requisition and they have been allotted to various departments. 

Janab MD. KHUDA BUKH8H: Please tell us how many houses have 
been allotted to each department. 

The Hon’ble Sri MOHINI MOHAN BARMAN: 


Controller of Vagrancy 

4 

Calcutta Corporation 

... 40 

A. R. P. 

6 

Education Department 

2 

Civil Supplies Department 

... 33 

Government Office quarters 

... IT 

Director of Industries 

3 

Agriculture Department 

... 18 

Police Department 

72 

fire Brigade 

9 

Textile Department 

2 

Public Health and Local Self-Government 

Depart- 

■ ment 

8 

Controller of Relief 

... 245 

Total 

... "459 


lanati MD. KHUDA BUKHSH: On a point of information, Sir. Mat 
I be permitted to ask one or two question# for eliciting information? 
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Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Ye*. 

Jaitato MD. KHUDA BUKH8H: Sir, the Hon’ble Minister has said that 
9 houses have been allotted to Fire Brigade — — 

Sri BIMAL COMAR CH08E: On a point of order, Sir. After the 
Hon’ble Minister ha* spoken, I think, a particular subject should be treated 
as closed; otherwise, the honourable member may go on for any length of 
time. 

Janab MD. KHUDA BUKHSH: Sir, what I am going to make is not 

a speech, but i want to have a piece of information from the Hon’ble 
Minister, and I do not see how I am transgressing the bounds of debate. 

The department has allotted nine houses to the Fire Brigade. Is this 
Fire Brigade the regular Fire Brigade of Calcutta or the Auxiliary Fire 
Brigade? And if it is the latter, is No. 52, Begg Bagan Road included in 
these nine houses? 


(No answer.) 

The motion of the Hon’ble Sri Mokini Mohan Barman that the Requisi- 
tioned Land (Continuance of Powers > West Bengal Amendment Bill, 1948, 
be taken into consideration, was then put and agreed to. 


Clause 1 . 

The question that clause 1 do stand part 
agreed to. 

Clause 2. 

The question that clause 2 do stand part 
agreed to. 

Clause 3. 


The question that clause 3 do stand part 
agreed to. 


Clause 4. 


The question that clause 4 do stand part 
agreed to. 


Chase 6. 

The questiou that clause 5 do stand part 
agreed to. 


Clause 6. 

The question that clause (J do stand part 
agreed to. 


Clause 7. 

The question that clause 7 do stand part 
ngreed to. 

Clause 8. 

The question that clause 8 tio stand part 
agreed to. 

Preamble. 

The question that the Preamble do stand 
and agreed to. 


of the Bill was then put and 


of the Bill was then put and 


of the Bill was then put and 


of the Bill was then put and 


of the Bill was then put and 


of the Bill was then put and 


of the Bill was then put and 


of the Bill was then put and 


part of the Bill wag then put 
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H» Hon'bf* Sri MOHINI MOHAN S ARM AN; Sir, I beg to move 
that the Requisitioned Land (Continuance of Powers) West Bengal Amend* 
meat Bill. 1948, us settled in the Assembly, be passed. 

Jtnab MD. KHUDA BUKHSH: Mr. Deputy Speaker. Sir. all the 
.clauses have been gone through, and they have more or less received the 
assent of the House, but this requisitioning of private houses causes a lot 
of hardship to the owners. The solution to the relieving of the congestion 
is not to continue the requisitioning of houses bv Government under stress 
of emergency, but the solution should be found elsewhere by building more 
houses by Government themselves and encouraging other people to build 
more bouses so that the congestion may be removed permanently. In those 
cases where properties from the beginning have been retained by Govern- 
ment since 19-19 under requisition order although the owners of properties 
want to have them back, Government have not done so. I would therefore 
like to impress upon the House that the houses that are under requisition 
should he made over to their respective owners as expeditiously and rapidly 
as possible and also the question of building new houses may be given 
effect to so that Government may be able to house the people m their own 
houses. 

The motion of the Hon 'hie Sri Mohini Mohan Barman that the Requisi- 
tioned Land (Continuance of Powers) West Bengal Amendment Bill, 1948, 
as settled in the Assembly, he passed was then put and agreed to. 

Adjournment. 

The Assembly was then adjourned at 5-10 n. in. till 3-45 p.m., on Friday, 
the 20th February, 1948, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 


6 
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Proceedings of die West Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935, 
as adapted. 

The Asnkmiu.y met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Friday, the 
20th February, PJ4S, at *’F4o p.m. 

Present: 

Mi. Deputy Speaker (Ski Ashitosh Mallick) in the Chair, 10 Hon’ble 
Ministers and '>4 members. 

General discussion of the Budget. 

Jsnab MD. KHUDA BUKHSH: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir. the Budget 
t hut has been presented the other day will go down in history as a catalogue 
oi empty promises and it will also dash to the ground the hopes that the 
millions in Bengal had pinned on the present ( iovernment. 

Sir, in the introductory portion of 1 lie Budget the Hon' hie the Finance 
Ministei has mentioned that the housing shortage in towns is very acute 
owing to sudden influx ot population, hut, Sit, 1 find horn the Budget that 
only Bs. oil lakhs lias been provided tor relieving the Ionise shot t age. Sir, 
this problem has been engaging the attention ot the Government tot a long 
time and it is extremely disappointing that this Government, aftei the need 
for this has been brought to its notice so vehemently , lias come out with the 
proposal to s pern I only Ml lakhs. 

Sir, in evety thing else the Government lias jawd taUe hopes and 
immediately has gone to dash those false hopes lo the ground (The 
Jlonble Di. Bimivx Ciivnhka K“\ So much the bcttci. False hopes 
should he dashed to the ground, i Yes. hut why law false hopes at all. 

Sir, m industries when there is need lelt even where that the Imsic 
industries should he nationalised, and 1 think that was the policy of the 
party now m powei, the Dou ble the Finance Minister goes to ,sav : “By 
this it is not suggested that under no circumstances will the Provincial 
Government venture upon uny industrial enterprise on their own account”. 
Sir, it shows that the accepted policy of the Government is not to 
nationalise hut only in certain cases the Government might feel tempted to 
embark on nationalising industries. 

Sir, among one or two points that 1 find have l>een duplicated even in 
the present Budget is the 4A lakhs tor the running ot the Brooklyn ice Plant 
and ('t>ld Storage Chambers which have l**en acquired from the Army 
authorities. 1 should like to ask the Hon’hle the Finance Minister, is it the 
same Brooklyn Ice Plant oi which we heard m the Last Budget of undivided 
Bengal V 

But, Sir, the most glaring omission in the Budget, to my mind, is the 
Government’s failure to provide funds for the increase of the Hilaries of the 
Government employees. Here it says: “provision of 1 erore ha# been made 
for increasing the emoluments of lower paid (iovernment employees. This 
inoffttiee, l may point out, comes m addition to an increase of 2A crores 
per annum provided for" by/fhe Government of undivided Bengal. But, 
Sir, 1 should like to draw your attention to a question l recently asked the 
Government — not this Government but its predecessor in officer-regarding 
whether it had any intent iou of implementing the recommendations of the 
Pay Commission. In reply to one of my questions, the Hon’ble 
Mr, Choudhury replied that they had the intention of implementing the 
recommendations of the Pay Commission, though he said that they would 
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do It in their own way and their increase would very nearly approach the 
recommendations of the Pay Commission but would not be quite the recom- 
mendations of the Pay Commission. When I subsequently asked him aa to 
when he proposed to give effect to these, he categorically stated “from the 
1st of April”. But, I find. Sir, to my utter disappointment and dismay 
that no provision has !>een made in the Budget. Sir, when this Ministry 
came into office we were told flint this Ministry will introduce dynamism 
and will try to ilo away with the static administration. Sir, I think this 
Ministry has certainly s<ored. it has introduced speed and dynamism in 
going l wick on the words of the previous Ministry. 

Sir, I find that the Government are trying to hoodwink the public and 
prolsibly take a little applause cheaply. Here it says that Government 
propose to give assistance to the political sufferers: “We fee! that those 
patriotic persons who suffered and made sacrifices for the cause of the 
country and hastened the dawn of freedom desen c special consideration from 
the Government”. Sir. it goes on to say : “When all over the world it is 
ion ml that the war veterans ale being helped in many material ways by 
their Governments, we owe it to ourselves to do what we e«ri to assist these 
veterans in the tight foi freedom”. But where is the fund provided for 
this most laudable object!* Sir, instead of implementing the recoin ineiidu* 
tioiis ot the previous Ministry this Ministry has chosen to, shall 1 say, 
inflict a homily on tin* Government workers. Instead of living U> redress 
their just and legitimate grievances, it has decided to inflict on them a 
lecture and appeal to then sense of service, to their spirit of service, and 
so on And it goes on to sav with an affected air ot sweet reasonableness 
“we expect In see out revenues expand and then the question of raising 
the emoluments id lower paid Government servants will again he consi- 
dered”. They have never said when and how. Sir. the Niemeyer Award 
has been < nncised Even in tin* last Budget the last Finance Minister had 
an occasion to criticise the Nicnicvcr Award. Sir, it is manifestly unjust 
and we hope that this < iovci nmeiit will do their best to have the Niemeyer 
Award modified and altered to the advantage of the province. 

The Hon’ble Sri NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER : The Niemeyer Award 
has already gone. I have not said nlwiut Niemeyer Award. 

Janab MD. KHUDA BUKH8H : You did mention about the Niemeyer 
Award. And when the alteration has been made after the province lias 
prevailed upon tin* Centre to modify the Niemeyer Award about 
the adjustment of income-tax and jute duty, and the province has profited 
in the transaction, what the Government propose to do with that money it 
does not say . So l suggest if and when that adjustment does materialise, 
the Government will proceed to give eff'ei t to the promises made by tbeir 
predecessors in office in that they will immediately raise the emoluments 
and salaries of t heir lower juid and the middle class employees. 

In the “laibour” chapter—! do not find mv Communist friend here; l 
am quite sure that lie will have mm b more to say on the subject — ( find the 
IlonTde Finauce Minister has provided Us. 40, (MX) for the publication of the 
Calcutta IaiUout Journal It certainly fulfils one long-standing need, and if 
the Labour Journal does what it should do then we shall welcome it. But I 
have a misgiving, 1 have a sneaking fear in that the Labour Journal niav he 
employed to cause u rift in the ranks of Labour. It is suid “if in, 'therefore, 
the duty of Government to assist in the development of trade unionism on 
sound llnesV. Sir, we have never yet been treated to an enunciation of what 
the sound lines are, how trade unionism should In* developed. I hope my fear 
w ill never materialise that this Government will take uj«»n their head to cause 
a rift in the Labour ranks. I leave my honourable Communist friend to dilate 
on this subject because be knows more about Labour than 1 ever pretend to do. 
Sir, it has been said that the House will observe that the first annual Budget 
of the province of West Bengal is a deficit Budget, but I cannot understand 
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how it could be called a deficit Budget, because deficit of one crore that there 
is, is the price of foodstuffs that the Government hold in stock. There- 
fore, I should think that the Budget just about balances itself, and therefore 
what the Government have proposed not to do on that score should have been 
taken in hand. Sir, we have -seen Budgets with even bigger deficits. In the 
last Budget the defic it was to the tune of Rs. 12 crores or more. But here, 
Sir, the present Government of West Bengal probably are proceeding on very 
cautious lines. They do not want to implement the promises and also to carry 
out the projects that are crying for being carried into effect. Sir, Government 
members will surely congratulate the Finance Minister on certain good things 
that he has provided in the Budget, for example, experiment in community 
kitchens. I do not mean that this side also does not appreciate this. I also 
congratulate the Finance Minister on this bold experiment. It has removed 
a long-felt want and 1 hope that Calcutta will make use of those community 
kitcheus and that the experiment shall prove successful. 

With these words I resume my seat. 

ilanib MUDA88IR H088AIN: Vo, Vo, Speaker, is’ti I 

am sorry I um not in a position to congratulate the Hon’ble Finance Minister 
for his statement in presenting the Budget for 194849. It is a thoughtless 
statement on a worthless Budget, and it is not worth the paper on which it is 
written. ((Vies of “Hear, hear” from Muslim League benches.) The state- 
ment and budget reveal u colossal ignorance of the knowledge of rural and 
urban economy on which the economic reconstruction of a baby State like 
West Bengal should be based. The statement is full of slogans and platitudes. 
If we eliminate the flowery words used in the statement and scrutinise the 
same in the matter of words, it will reveal an astounding ignorance of the 
principles of political economy, political science and lesson of history. I must 
explain myself as to what bus led me, a bumble fauir, to speak of such a 
reputed financier as the Hon’ble Sri Nalini Ranjan Sarkar in such disparaging 
terms. The Iion’ble Minister began by saying “today we breathe the air of 
freedom and the power to shape our destinies lies in the buml> of our people” 
and he ended his political speech by saying “By insensate outburst of com- 
munal frenzy generated by pernicious two-nation theory and its attendant 
cult of hate have left behind it a trail of misery too deep for words". Does 
the Hon’ble Arfhasttchib really think that be is breathing the air of freedom 
in spite of fraternal strife, arson, loot, murder, abduction, slaughter of 
inuocent men, women and children and countrywide conspiracy to kill 
Mahatma Gandhi, Bandit Nehru and other great leaders of our country? 
May I ask why this conspiracy is for? It is to orgunise and establish a Hindu 
Raj where men who hold different faiths will have no place. It may be 
that such people are in majority at present and in the words of Mahatma 
Gandhi it may he that bona fide and genuine Congressmen are in the 
minority. If, in suite of all these disquieting fuets, the Manyabar 
ArlluMU'htb Sri Naliui Ranjan Sarker really breathes the air of freedom, 
he is really a mystery man who finds delight in the contemplation of 
butchery and other inhuman and devilish actions. (Cries of “Hear, bear” 
from the Muslim League benches.) There was such an attempt when the 
Moghul Power decayed hut the rise of Tipu Sultan, Nizam of Hyderabad, 
und advent of the British Power nipped the conspiracy in the hud. There 
was such pn attempt even before and this dream of Hindu Raj and a faith 
in the great Shivaji cult was shattered at the third battle of Panipat when 
the Maharatta Power was broken to pieces. The plausible remedy for 
preventing the idea of Hindu Raj gaining ground lies in the forming of 
the Hindu society from which "race arrogance and superiority complex will 
be wiped off. The structure und ideal of Hindu society are such that it is 
a haru task to liquidate such ideals from Hindu society. The great Arabian 
Albaruni who stayed in India for 25 years in order to study the different 
aspects of Hinduism, in his Safarnama-i, wrote: “The Hindus are strange 
people who are difficult to tackle. They say that their religion is best. 
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tkeir philosophy is best, their science is best and that they are so many god*, 
they Jo not tolerate the opinion of others, and others are Auhttrs, barbarians 
and savages. The war between Dent and A shuts in Hindu mythology will 
clearly show the ideals of Brahmauical society. Great reformers urose in 
India to combat this evil of race arrogance and superiority complex which 
brought untold miseries on the masses of India and generally on the man- 
kind and it seemed that they would succeed, but alas! those great reformers 
succumbed to the fanatical onslaught of militant Hinduism. It is well 
known that the greatest of those reformers was Lord Gautama Buddha. His 
disciples Chandragupta and A soke set up an ideal administration based on 
the policy of equality and brotherhood of man and humanity and their 
influence was felt far and wide, but lo, Sankaracharyya, the Great Hindu 
hero, arose and drove out Buddhism from the land of their birth and exter- 
minated the followers of Buddha and hell was let loose. 


Sri KANAI LAL DA88: On a point of order, Sir, Mfatf fOPIff. 

*rtfm ’Tfcr? *r vHDR cnfr fa tp’tfats ’ttwce, hi w <.w*t ttwjc* f 

ilanab MUDA88IR H088AIN: What do you say* l>o you my that 
it i- irrelevant '? h is Sri Xalini Banjul) Sarker’ s speech which makes it all 
relevant. I ask our great and lloti'hle ^>4 nfM Xalini Hanjan Sarker, u Wflf) 
there then Mr. Jinnah to propagate his two-nation theory . v Mahapmbhu 
Sri Cluiitunyadev, Guru Xaiiakji, Baja Bammohun Boy, Keshuh (imndm 
Sen were lmrn to combat the race arrogance and superiority complex pre- 
\ a lent in the Hindu society . They were all oppose! by Brahmauical Hindu 
society and they all tailed The Brahmanital society won the fight all along 
the line and no trace of their benevolent faith can lie found and the entire 
Hindu society lapsed into iheir inherent and former ideals. Well, 1 should 
ha\e thought that every man having common sense in him will hold this 
ideal of the Hindu society tor the two-nation theory projHHiuded und spon- 
sored by Mi. Jinnah and his associates. It is the rare arrogance and 
superiority < omplex as also lutolemhou <»f others which are resj>onsibl« for 
the insensate outburst ot communal frenzy. 

This is, Sir, in answer to the great |w>litnul statement which has been 
made by Si i Xalini Banjau Sarker, the great .1 / thusurhth, and which is 
nothing but an irrelevant speech. 

Now I come to the Budget itself. Does the great .1 rthasarhib, 
Sri Nalun Hanjan Sarker, realise wluit is meant by independence 't Mr. Cove, 
a famous member of the House ot Commons of Kngland, said about inde- 
pendence that ‘’independence is a means to an end". And what is that 
end*' That end is to remove the illiteracy, the grinding poverty which is 
smashing and crushing the entire Indian population. Therefore the 
justification for getting independence only rests on this that if you are able 
to remove the poverty of the people, if you are aide to remove the illiteracy 
of the people, il you are able to remove the distress of the people, if you 
are able to unite the entire people into one whole, then and then only you 
are entitled to get independence, for you have then used your power towards 
that end, but I challenge 

8ri RADHA NATH DA8: At leant you niu«t >rive them some time. 

Jtnab MUDASSIR HOMAINi You people understand nothing. 
You are so many fools. You are mere babies in politics. In the words of 
Psychology even a sensation has not yet been created in your brains 
(Laughter). Let me proceed uninterrupted, because I am delivering an 
u\* mpttrv speech and there is nothing in my hand < Renewed laughter). 

Now, Sir, I say with all ihe emphasis at my command, have you been 
able to secure the unity of tile entire population by which you can maintain 
your independence f Have you tTeatea all alike-all persons as your 
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brother*^ Have you followed the principle# of our great Mahatma Gandlii 
who wait really the Avatar of the present ape. After Buddha no greater 
Indian was born than Mahatma Gandhi. It is said by the Churchmen, the 
Christiana, that while thousands die, death is nothing, but human being is 
everything. You may mourn, you may lament for Mahatma Gandhi s 
death, but if you do not follow his principles, if you do not follow his advice 
and the footsteps of Mahatma Gandhi, you are a traitor and the simple cry 
for the Mahatma will mean nothing. 

Mft OEPUTY SPEAKER: Please address the Chair. 

Janab MUDA88IR H088AIN: Yes, I am doing so wwft wtutwi nwm 

wrr«tfsf in wkii i i 

(A voice im arttsmr i ) 

tfi, i wwi srb? — upffinn Independence m crtTO; wtsitfli* 

srf$ l Independence nw W* STO- ’PUS people united r n — st£\oJ5 I 

C5 TtW VW oR J C5&! VWX I 

Janab ABUL HA8HEM : On a point of order, Sir. I know that in 
this House it is unite permissible for a member to speak in any language he 
likes— English, Urdu, Persian, Hindi — but 1 would like to know from you 
whether it is permissible for any member to speak in ten different languages 
in the .same speech. It is onl\ for my guidance 

Janab MUDA88IR H088AIN: Sir, if \ mi Older me I shall speak m 
English but our great leader Di. Ko\ ordeied me to speak m Bengali 
(laughter). I hn\e been following him because [ take him to he our leadei. 

Mr. OEPUTY 8PEAKER : Mr. Mudn-,, llossmi, speak in English. 

’ Janab MUDA88IR H088AIN: Very well, Sir, 1 how to >our tilling. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: 1 think \ou lm\e finished. 

Janab MUDA88IR H08SAIN: No, Sir, l ha\e not oxen started. Sir. 
(loughter.) These are all jnehminan tetnarks; .Burnt the budget ! ha\e 
not spoken a n \ thing These are all pielimimuv remarks. As our 
Arthatar/uh Sri N. K Sarker in his pielmmi.uy speech mentioned irrele- 
vant things I also speak like that. 

Very well. Sir. Independence-- 1 ask him, is he breathing the free air 
of independence Y t Janab Iasixu nniv Ahmed: No.) No. Has he secured 
unity of the entire people? The answei is no Has he removed or taken 
steps to remove the illiteracy ot the people** No Has lie taken steps to 
remove the povortx of the people!' No. Therefore he does not breathe the 
air of freedom. It i> h\ponts\. I shall juM now come down to the region 
of economic#. 

(At this stage blue liglit was shown. 1 ) 

(A voice : «*fo wra i ) sfa vfe v * w*. * *if% wtft Care vfcn i 

mjf cvfrw «t tsn.iw exempt vr* c^cx’tB i wwtw *tnr * 

1%T5 m i 

Not only here, Sir. In Madras All-India Co-operative Conference in 
which Dr. Uctjendra Prasad presided, the time-limit given was five minutes 
but to me it was given 2d miiuttes and the whole House was clamouring 
for hearing me. (Laughter.) Then. Sir, I sjxuik about agriculture. 
Now, Sir, I beg to submit that this is a country which has been humiliated, 
which is under distress, and if we read the economical history of the 
European countries such as Denmark, Holland, Greece, Germany, 
what will you find? It has Wen said by Mr. Wolf in his hook on “Agricul- 
tural Co-operation” that those Gothic Danes, Slavs, Finns, Germans and 
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other people who have been humiliated and who were in distress found 
salvation in agricultural co-operation. It is agricultural co-operation alone 
which gave them the relief, and it is agricultural co-operation alone which 
raised the standard of civilisation, which raised the standard of living and 
whereby the production of even* country which took to agricultural 00- 
operation was doubled and trebled. 

Sir, after the partition I submitted u note to the then Hon’ble Chief 
Minister, Dr. Ghosh, about the introduction of agricultural co-operation 
which was found so very beneficial in the case of Germany, in the ease of 
Finland, in the case of Poland, in the case of Belgium, in the case of 
Holland and other European countries, but. Sir, to my utter regret and to 
my utter surprise that note wa* never taken note of, and it seems to me that 
the present Hon’ble Finance Minister who is reputed to he a great economist 
lias not read the history of the economic development of the countries like 
Germany . Sir, had lie known that (Ismghten — it is not a matter to ha 
laughed at, it is a serioia matter to which l would draw your special 
attention because you are known to he one of the cleverest financial 
magnates <»f this side oi Bengal (•fanab Ami. Hamikm: He belongs to that 
ode.) Now he has come to this ode, 1 do not cine whether he belongs to 
that ode. He i> our In other. Whether he belongs to West Bengal or East 
Bengal does not matter. Though hi*» position is higher and my position is 
humhle I have the privilege oi culling him a brother because 1 am a man 
aud belie\e in nni\ersnl biotherhood. What have you done to organise 
agi irult oral co-operation ^ I do not think you understand what is agricul- 
tural co-operation (Luughtei). It i> not a matter to be laughted at. I Hill 
vei\ , \ei \ Nerioiiv If \ »»u vs ant to remove poverty from the people, if 
you yyant to unite the whole people, it you want to double the produce of 
your country, intioducc agrnultutul • o-operat ion on the lines introduced by 
Gei many, intioduced by Midland, intioduced by Finland and other 
European fountne-*, but to my utter >ui prise. Sir, no Midi plan has been 
made tot agnctiltutal co-upei at uni which will legclicialc the country and 
which "ill pfoduec enoitnou-H le-ult. 

Mv friend the Ilon’lde Finam e Miiijstet has said that the influx of 
middle class people from East Bengal has altered the situation. This is 
the worst position. You have not understood the imploation of such exodus, 
of Midi imoming. Sir. the tesiilt is that a population of <>U lakhs is fenced 
in ralcutla within an area of :{(» square miles and the rest of the population 
is in the villages — the district headquarters and Milnli v isional headquarter* 
may he termed as villages. Sir, the gentlemen who have come from East 
Bengal are all middle < las-, gentlemen: they are not producers; they will 
not and cannot help you in production. What we wanted is the immigra- 
tion of sturdy fieasuntrv which can help us in the production of our food- 
grains, but instead ot th.it they will eat up whatever We*1 Bengal can 
produce by its peasantry. So w hat we want to say is this; Find land for 
those persons ami influence them to till the land and produce more food for 
themselves us far as the country which they have adopted permits. But if 
you want them to remain m this province of ours us parasites or only an 
settlers and feed them from the sources of this province that will be no 
good. It will further enhance the difficulties and will further impoverish 
West Bengal which is already a poor province. The Amrita Hazar l*at,rika 
says “there is plenty and plenty But where is the “plenty"? Plenty 
is nothing. Mere rupee, mere money is nothing. 

f At Un’s stage the red light was lit.) 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Your time is up. 

4mmb MUDASSIR HOSSAIN: Will you give me wme more time — 

2 or 3 minutes more l” Q#ly 3 or 4 members from this aide will speak. 
Members on the other side are supporters of Government. 
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Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Please take your seat. 

Sri ANNADA PROSAD CHOWDHURY : imli cs’tffr *alm mm, 
mill mm imfr are fat; a^tra msm area mt are itcocfi at 

JflTT tfa(b fair Wfal HMI «^tto aaiT fair^iT© Mj 5 ltt 0 5 Tt IT I at/filCHt imll Bia*- 

ttraica afaiTv® afaco nt i aiar itcsa ifamvsa iccseai mr ait 
a^aiul imfr sago afacii — toi cf$t itimsi aacaili fan\fai $cwt n ifm 

.CI fall aiTG afHOI tllW OTa ttO SITMttt & fant^ai sfa aafafoa mvatH 

afaifa ifim cfOt i!« i arar ifi tea ata;fa anni ifici \ 

to m tfarocai a«m imcfr ca nfr^o tot fairer o nre to fa g fao it rim mi r a 
mWw nra faircni mm mm aci* nai ifair ca fm& arfrfa sfaar 

aifatofm on 1 1 $aire aort tar afafom ait mfo: miTro cm m g j g its urgTtco 
•mil afairon ait aiioal* tot utw ait fartcmri m afa« at nfr afnotia 
fam ana. out ttcao cn ^twroi aacn wtwiIi aran tort ktch aa Bna*n 
to? aair ci ti ai *mf am — tar fasn-ai — cm amn mi cf&ti cm fafaaor it 
toii area wiaa farmi carta -mm 1 afo omra asfar to areoi tfca ait 
’nm cal srso mnSTO artica aura famacn ml mi ufaco am ait 

OTTTI IT?T WIRT ITOIS taHOT ttCO am. atIT ?tTO5T tai CttC ITTO ^ atCOT 
ifanr afaR iroti tTTcafiiTs*? asrlt^tri iral eti Scafao it hi 

itesa foifan? ifm aTfacoca — sreli aafalfoi i f im a^ mi ata ncai 
S 3 a**n fao^i ificocr 1 ik^cS arr*r? $nton «rt anfiw «rrr jnafaus ilucr i ai^r - 
•<la mmm m ^ to rtror 1 ^rfa n f^r nca ifam^ om 

irof nfaao vfico sn i ar^iVt o*rm ci citicoi omt cn aa fwmea 

csi*tt csnani 

awl faron 5rrfa ancii to aufi^ atiroqT gra to rlros i fa^r jrroli to- 
fitw ewes ^rri *rR ^t ait *refai outi fafat to artca aifa'i fair a^HT rtoi 
vtraro watifa ^ vr\dH fa brit BR^na ifai? cmro cittot i r yr t m 

ww^itco lofam ci aro c®rnr ci m - it in ^Ifnrofa it it on o i ntm wlfaiT incai 
ci to itci it aim *n ilfa tram sra iticia fay TOrt work -robbing 
industry CO ^tan IT OTltlT work, orating industry fa afal t l C 5 ^T TO ltd? 
wn« afiroi itiir ifaco caca. but ancn to cto pti aa 5m hr to 
rtKTCt, CRfa aajn facai m? ^aa ifam Sroar Finance (’orporationai 
mvt on ti IVV 1 ^ wm hr to stn it cot? awl toiim! toi jRcar 
faotsrciTwili foa w*nr fa area Staw itiin c^frr itii. it 17 ^111:1 vegetable fa 
toili atom rnfacira ifan awl farm fa cirfaoT ifii? itco o*ro i^iit umr 
«« totwi ataiT. ffawVt na facw moicr aiTrcro ciali Efficiencyi 
wwjtrco fatal olo lafair OTrTfaari cun itii it cot? arcafai ewea at ai faif at i*m 
it rtew amen acw TORnaro ait iRlfaar^ TOfar acv acooa « Sn^i to mi 
rtci it 1 iTOc5i acta afaici afmn aitt? mar srfacco ora rToi amt i^faco 
•nfacocn ci Smi afmam oncm * (centre of gravity) cm; facii wiar 

Sar afa mm emtn «tco wrtw to cacao amen m* cm; fan onr ir 
’ nfm mnfail atim to ci can artacn olmr lanay m ®nca 

i;aTfao afaco arficn in amt ifa ilfo aan amfaa racso far^ aa 5 r cmar air 
•wmant airan mnai faatfaj Sacn anmr ami 



GENTSRAL DISCUSSION OF THE BUDGET, 


81 


im,] 

^hk f44lnn TOT TOCHCW? d¥&T OTR TO I Sfo Wf'W* C?f?H TOroi? jrf'WfUT 
C?W? WT? CWfa? Wtl4 f53TO*tI 3W? TO f?WTT? OT? CTOT? OT ?TTO TO JfTI WftPT IT* 
iiFfT *f?CWS W?¥T? TOT St*T +t??l£*H d?t dtfTC? WW5TCI dif?? TOBft?? ?ftfa WlfTCfff 

to to »rny fac?? $w?t wrnrm tot? wi witwl. wttot tot wtwufwwr? t?^ wiwtwi 

“V^" faw?*w ^*ITT TOT OTl C?fTO, f**$ for? fof? CW* fTO fair 

TOTtWV f??TW* *f?lIU-t 1 WTQ TOT* TO, ?R? WT?$ TO? CTOT? <QfWTO 

TOw^m« wttot? to stcro <tro ■qputf i ??ttt?s ?$ sr^rcwwrs wtto? to rofro- 
wt?? to ?r i w?to? antiTO srcn *f??r wItotto ?;cto $w? c?r$R ft $? roro c? jgr- 
zm to tot to wtot *f?ro c*t? t5W to 5 ? TO i at ggrow? to to cro 
C? WW? Tirol TO TOT WTO* TO?! c? Calcutta Turf Club ***fr W? ftCS 
CTO ?TO liceune fee ?T fa?T W?TO? «R^f i WtlT TOR CWltfi frTWT ?^WT? 

w*wf$ to"? 5Ff?m totto $n? to cro been** fee rof to to TOi 
c? tfwswl frorel to? to <u *b N 5 twt *Tww. rrroT eirtro? to sfa cro an 
8 br N |>m r?T*frci?, rrroi tot? to afi cro a<\ frm rrfr w^Ttira?, cTttot 
sjtcwwt? TSfwft? to fai; <r>rt*T d?t Totalisation w Betting Tax 
■raro *o «^5 ?o wfror ^eweror^? wtwtt toIto o?Ut ??r? spto srrw w f i cw? 
?t cto tot ?^ro TOcst* ?t» wTwTt?? ?roro 5? «t;tf5 fro? n^tTcror wfirw 

«PTT?T? SFTTOUUTf I 

wfawtw? wotcto *r?c?tfo3 (recognised) awf&TO C ?-TO*T?l Dental 

( ollcgc <5TI WT?. WTTO?? 5tTaT*T C^jT ‘Ft??T bT^T?C3Cl? I >3? TOSTCST? *TP*T 4 s IT 

?r ms Mfa cro to s #ktoi $t: rom 8f torTTO 

aH? 3n5TT n?TOc?? ?TC7 ^tro Tro« $»fU i Tto cot? «jk?t 

to c?tr f»rw3T? to jsItos 2 ^^ i rRansTca? «mc? ^15^ rtr- 

*nTi5 ror i srotrj sro ?ro ?Ttrot c? ?ry ^3 nnfaa caro?t 

Government l)ent«l College ^btto to HTtCT mt?T 5 1 ?T*aWSt 
8 a^r? cro C? ?nr«T ?t?rTO ?r yrtrr ?^rr to Scheduled (^nte wtr 
Munlim Education Fund ?3Trf^ 4 TR? atOTT Fund» for the promotion 

of wlucntion amongst educationally backward cUhhch JtfJrTr Cf 

4 ^ 5 ? TOTTO*T rt?TCf 5 ?T S^srrT i tTOJ ?tf?TO srlWCT C*C$ ?TTO alf? C? 
8 a?^P TO$ general line roll medical *IW technical lined f n ^ iarf 
^tro ^rfro a? fund ctrj mror to sti c^to crornl ?t ifwr 

a? C3«r1? rrafrocR totrt f?ic?5 fTrorrcw a^ror cp^tt rorttn typrt ^ toi r ^o 
aw ?TTO OTR OT TOR rtc?) 

Vagrant Home nf? 5 TTOT? TOT 0 aw ^ TOT? frlWT <? 5 T? OTR OT itlTOM 
<dl TO Homed ar? V.boo Tirol *TTRI Vagrant Home w t awTgTrt d ?tro 

wTfro, =rr tots ar^r? ftc? tot a TSw wit? r t wtto to 5 Home r? otrcw cwnm 
5 WTTO5f?a to, to TiroXfro fror P^f ros tot? rTO re? w?5T$ cro 
?? wtwiwi? 5TOT? Tro; to toi dt ronrr? to wtroron? <rcwrr?m ro tor to 
rrorns rtes rr?, «tr? nrro? 5ro r? m a tyro tots arofw< im roi wf«R^ 

if WWW fwrolCH? TOT ^TOTWls WTRl S t T f WTOF ft?T H ? T?CiT?T 3 ? gl ? TO 
?tC9 WTC?t. n Yr^it.irJ at f'&TW&t? TOT ?7TWl? W>f W?WT| ^0 WW 5TWT TOP? WfTOt 

ro Tro^ to rot wa wr;*t rt to wrtw sir aty rro wfnr tot? T?crr$ w?rocw 
trort? i nr row tryl-TO aroT «to ^tot wm tot wttot mm wt?*r frot ?? Rtc ? 
ro sfwca WTC?I Vagrancy Acid WOT wfTOTTO Vagrant Home TOT? TOfTt 
8 Wot WTOl dt Home RgTITO? ?TTTO OTfW crowwm CWCfti notification 
frort totto wf?ir fro to? wfwir wrt? ro ft?i 



*2 


GENERAL DISCUSSION OF THE BUDGET. [20th Fib., 


TO? TO? ^TltfT TOl? TO? WIT *?T? 8RT $ COT7TO? 

#RT *Bm? ST? 00 BW 5m ??JN «rf?THTCl^ ! «lfwf lrff?T TO? — SfS 800 TO 4*fl> 
TO?8OT OTTO? I PT fWT? OT?m TO? XK STTOJOT ?RT 2TT? 8o tot? f5$?8m 

?n r 5 ? r? ar TOR i smr n^rmr f 5 $? 6 m$ f*x *rc*i ** 5 wr to? 4 «Ht?? 

*,goo TOc? 4?< a^TBro^r tiro? i5i?i 45 TOcb ?fa f5$?«c?®r ?fTO to 5 ?' 

to Sir KVftm r m i to?t 45: <nar?f5 wr?w w?s 5?rf*?B ^tw? ^\ui?5 

ifroftn 

tott * ? i mm g 9 rt pn15 * m51 a to 5m ??twt wr itmi i afc 55 T«wih 
5 S f^?c«( 4*rf5 « sfc *trt? 4*f5 trow tot Uiwm *mm srt smrim to 

to* m51 5m fT^T8 imf?* «r?R fanfm? ??T3 jrairro wf to sfro ?5c?i 
vmm ml? fafrorarort faml? fofawr? aro? ??52rr?i TO^?Vt? $to? mss 
if? i 5SfaR to™ ’(twr? srnllgtf *5®. TO 4* fa* COT? WTS faQ OTt l5S 
reifa ml? «tttto^t? $to? tot ®m wt tot? sfafo® ?5?r Sfto 4?t tot?t c?rc*t 
fa$r?T5 fa? n?TO $?? ?T5?T? WIT *f?CB STfajl 4®f v ®ff ^ 5?? T?Wt< ClTfa- 
nrrfof 5 ito8 ^?1w?^toito? ?r?*f5 m*s ton *fro ib?t to* *? i5bi btotittos 

45 S? *TO WlfalTU *f?C3 BtSPT? 55?T WfalTfal? ; 4 4 vX*Z UTTOT lTT?T faTO? 5Fff 

5m otto #ito! ??*t? 45?rn 5 m *3; a? to ot«t *fTO? fa ?r tof 5 c?fa?r 

TOT Sfo* X * T *n5CTO ?T| 

•ft? 4*f5 Et® T*B 3»?IiHl? fajjTH l C? C4*T ? *T?C s T5 £$* 4 s' "5 45 f?®TC < ’T? <TT? 5R* 

^TTOcn? *rw wot 4« n'yr? TOr® nrc? ?t5 i *cr 5? ?rX ErtrW®^ tTO? ^*r? 

?mi 3P**3fTOT ^ <fa?l5 45 JRl ?5?iCfc i Hm'arch ex jx*ri mentation 41* 

pr(>]mgatuhi? ^TC? srm ®!W1 TO 51^1 C^S?T f?l Keseareli experiment, 

prnfmgaurltk 2T^tB? Srm JR5 *(W 55 TOT "TW ^Iwt I ffa- 

ctoJ b ^t rtcst smrirr?: 6 !? ?«r? a®T? f?*ro to* ?ti SwhJ store 4? 

to «rtsr, to, c^rtrr? fjftN 55nt^ mi ?rt??T C5 sn? 5m cto-to ?? tot 
fw?*t <P?T 4^T*\3 tC?TW l fwr? srm*T Credit Agrieol aT I JFTB 

W 45 CTOTO <*? 5t?iC¥ TOT TO, ??< 5r?t 5m TO ?5OTri (’reflit 

Agrieol TOT? C? OT fro®! ®TO TOT *r?1w Vf??T TI#F 45 «rt"fl5TfTO 

tBT4^UH ®TC*PP *ff??TC*T ^Tut® aTT^I I <f f? f?®TN 35T? a^T?*!!? 9**i SIT? ^ CWjl SQ 

OTf 5m um <?t ?5?toi 4® ^ c? w? t5rro tot ot ff?-TOm? 

cro 5rrt® «to5 to? *t5 4 ^ ®f?TO5 aitro w ?f? ?r toCtot ??i 

Famine Relief TO5 <T 5T5 TOT? 5m? f?TOl X~$T X* 5 T???TO? 4^ 

??m srrcr 1 c? 5m - ??i v k etto tt? Sac? ®rr? ^c?^ stph 5m - *t^w? Ttntt? *n? m?t? 

To?? mTO F q^TOl TOl 5T???T? Bt?CB TO?? I faflC?? 4?5; Bf??T cattle 

purchase loan 4? ?7 cow purchase loan 4? ?J?H1 ?7T ?T?l 

& toI? ?Trr srw?1 mm® af?pni? ^f?Ni 5 to to «r^r «q? f? ff«nr f?r c? 
<nfer TO 5m f?WC*T £jf5t?r ?T5!TO TOT ?*? 5tl?l CiT5TO? 45 TOf V?T? «tfW5T f??r 
BTTOTFfTW 45 a f^TOT? TO TO*T? XV* 8 NT-TO? *?T BTtCB •TTfWl 

WjlC B« 4 f?IC? W5 TO? rtlTCf! 5?T TOST nf?*TB 5fatT? C5^ *f?OT ?? fa? 

fant TO ?5 bi 

+~ 

t? TOV? wfro 5OT OTTO? N*tT»|FCt I 5$faR C?T^ f5CB 

BftTOT TO *T m? OT^St WCfTN? ?RT W? TO^TT?? C?B? N8IT 5? ?T, iPTOt$ 

phto i? ?r 4 fum-wnTOr TOm? i? ?r— ??t55 4 b5t ti^wnn TOcro t 4 htot 
iIcb nut nT«?r? m mm «nKw5 m? uro •ipOi hiwwjw fww* 
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fmt nfyir Tunct© c©re uttot amure sroue wto ©it u?©tii Ufa $ur 
©*■ toi ur re s otto©? ©ito© ©ror? S uf sTreiw? «w furefa ©fur to re toro 

TOOT WRITO? IRT TO*! OTTOTO «tf«m Vo 5TU ^ ©UltlT UU? ITTOrt TOR V© *PU 
©ir firm i c © regmy a?re to urer utror to cu<t to 5 to toot UTtre toi ©rt 

uroto rerere tom umr©* to© ©*rt ©tor? to, to{ ©rerre fro tu. trw 

wm totto us sf*t ©fret'cu am pt© « ©to utpIp ©m$, fcrto a$fo ret decontrol 

Etonian pm « to? Sre ©rto© ©sto pfro srrto ?r i at tom rerou toi#*I to© 
tot; ?f ©i ©m i at u?re? ^©cptorr # ( yur ? ©fyirr uvrerytyT cumr? apt ©t© ©re, ret 
©to h?©k apt atoro revwn toT *nr©? i c©?© utot-uremTit ufa re©rert tow 
at utoftp tor ott©. otut to© to?t Iwr utot-uru^uT ©tpItoto ©ot uto C©R 

U?U? «RTRT tore? *TC<TT 2TUT? c^R©fi> tore ©©‘©fP? toTO? TO^T ©to l 

furenj© at: o>) hr ot»to re ; (v) ure tore $m© Pto©? atom torreni cui Mitre 
ur ©to uTfwTOT re to ur tore pt$© ^iw ©re? otut ufu suromv m re. re; a«ro 
re urre u? % ?1 re«UT re to tore toot: Pit? tot ©uto©. to© ©© tonr c©i©©R 
ulPT? urtre arre t tar *t$t ure *> en$© Jwr p<fr? re nrunm swr otto utTto 
©tor Mr mreT ^ to uit*. aua ©r ©to© at tore? c©remre re;©rtre ©? tore *crci i 
ottor tor© ^ top to ©it? afuaj ©ur Jfppi 

®rrt? tot? ufut to real ?V ©fure prt ?ti :*rr$ ©in. Suurre srer re re 
r©nT1 ()T©r uttu? atoia^r ©ur stur:i otut tottp utrpiirfTre awr'f to re rafo jmu 
utret to»re are^ ?Tar srrei?? i srtto tot uitre cu uTOTres uurrere re; (Trent 
ator utrerre—res re =nti ©rure Sau~f rerre« renre? to tot at mn to ur #tm. 
Jr©r rep ctirr mr©s TOrr nitre re ©t? re =rrt i af?©ra^T rerP re; totto reca 
uturre to utorere re; arream? arrei^rs ©tt? ©r^rrtuT? ??®rre ?^T utlT froi 
©iTFt *rf?©w^r 5 toref urereT? ?re ?;mr<ire:a? ?? a;ut fre; w utui »nr© t srromrT 
« fpf©?aT to 5 TT' ? a^ ar^ ^ re??ru * pa wot© rera^ tsrrfu urmTT? tot? 
?mtoas pra aficre f© ^t ato nitoptf ?r, :©? ar $f ?;t tuptca a© sm 5 t©t torre 
sm jT©t ?reto to? rem? uur topi ©T:?t tot? re re. remncro aj? 6 ftTPJsre© 
umtUT? tor ntore*RT vf5 ur ^“tro ur to af?©mTO prra w^ryt tot at to i © r e nt 
tor toto ??re?? at re, af?©wrru *ot© *qu re*^ urtyra ui fret ©rsr wu© ©urtyr 
tore ururenr areTt^rea ©to©t ?roruRa :re1 ?a©$ rtrei atosmaT up ^to I ©T8t 
©tos ca:a re©RT© ??aruR:a? atre toro tr8t^ i otptto rererfapr? $ annreTt otto© 
©m ©top utre — to re anrrer s rerertaOT atop to© srtopvtl? a sfamly c©OT t?;tot © 
uurertrre atrei^ ©top tout ©rfa tot ©*? to^t? *pg1 tor? ret?© tor otstot to 
© tore i 

8ri JYOTI BA8U: Mr. Deputy Speaker, unfortunately i tliou^ht that 
I would Apeak tomorrow and m> 1 am not very well prepared, hut I liear 
tomorrow is a holiday and an I shall not he here on Monday, I shall try to 
make my speech today on the Hudpret. 

I feel that any estimate of the Budget must of necessity relate to the 
needs of the people and the material conditions which exist in our country. 

It is needless to point out that the condition of our people has continued 
to deteriorate even after the end of the war in spite of the existence of the 
Congress and the League Governments. The cost of living has steadily 
gone up until today in Bengal it stands at about .'140 as compared to the 
1 dp figure. Blaekmarket*’ rule and profiteers’ heaven have been efttah- 
Iisned in our fair land. Jn the countryside the kman has become poorer 
and the army of landless* labourers has increased in volume. During the 
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lost one year the rice-producing kisans had to buy rice and manufactured 
articles at blackmarket prices and consequently they have had to sell out 
the little plots of land or the little property that they possessed. The 
prices of bullocks, iron and steel and plough having immensely risen the 
peasant became pauper and the village industries ceased to exist in many 
villages. The workers' wages and salaries of middle class employees were 
depreciated to the extent of 40 to 50 per cent, of the former income, even 
making full allowance for higher dearness allowance and, in some cases, 
increment in wages. The ration supplied to him is insufficient for himself 
as well as for his family. Cloth has also been scarce for him for the last 
one year. Want and privation have become common phenomenon amongst 
98 per cent, of the families of workers and middle class people as 
Imperialism refused to allow the real industrial development of our country 
by the denial of building her basic industries. No sooner was the war over 
than lakhs of people faced unemployment or have already been retrenched 
from the Army or the Government Ordnance Factories, Government service, 
Civil Supplies, Military Accounts, etc. 1 wish to clearly impress upon the 
Ministers that whilst the people thus groaned under the Imperialist economy, 
the rich capitalist section prospered through war contracts and orders and 
amassed huge wealth. The zemindars and the jotedars in the villages 
increase their power to exploit through acquiring the property of the peasant. 
Added to all these is the division of Bengal which has seriously affected our 
economy, as pointed out by the llon’ble the Finance Minister. If West 
Bengal were to be pulled out of the mire, if her people were to be saved and 
the foundations of a happy and prosperous land laid, then swift, urgent and 
even drastic measures are necessary. The dirt, the filth and the diabolical 
•crimes of the British Imperialism perpetrated through scores of years 
cannot be wiped out in a day, 1 know. Neither can it be done through slow' 
reforms and following the path laid down for us by our Imperialist masters. 
We have to make up for the loss of 100 years. We have to catch up with 
the advanced capitalist countries within the shortest jHissible time. We 
are, therefore, in a hurry and a lot impatient. 1 also know that by the 
waving of a magic wand, as it were, prosperity am! plenty of our land cannot 
be built up in a very short time or in a day. But the budget which has 
been placed before us must clearly gi\e us the perspective of a revolutionary 
change. It must lay before us strikingly new departures which will 
proclaim convincingly to the people a break from the inglorious past. 
Judging from this aspect I shall show that this Budget is as stereotyped as 
any other Budget which the llon’hle the Finance Minister prepared under 
different British Governments. 

The revenue estimate for 194S-49 in this so-called first Budget of free 
Bengal shows that the ordinary revenue of R>. 24i crores is made out 
amongst other things of (i mires under Taxes — tluit is one-fourth of the 
total 5 crows under Sales Tax and 40 lakhs under the Agricultural Income- 
Tax. These figures speak eloquently. A province which has to sell opium, 
wine, etc., for raising funds and tax the common people through Sides Tax 
has a bleak future. The ( ongress members, I remember, raised a hue and 
cry over this particular Sales Tax at the time it was introduced, but today 
shamelessly the Congress Ministers are again advocating tluit revenues of 
this land shall be raised through the Sales Tax. True to its character, 
however, this Government has shown commendable concern for their own 
friends — the zemindars— and, therefore, only 40 lakhs has been raised 
from them as Agricultural Income-Tax. No innovation has been 
made to tax the rich, to introduce death duties, for instance, as exist in 
other capitalist European countries, to lay the basis of nationalisation of 
iron and steel, coal, textiles, tea and other industries and the abolition of 
the cemindarv system which will — I am sure the Ministers will understand 
— fetch revenues for the State. The Centre, too, having got rid of the 
Excess Profits Tax shamelessly ask for a greater share of the Income-Tax 
than would be justified by partition of Bengal. The Congress Governments 
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have followed the path of our Imperialist capitalist masters in the matter 
of collecting revenues and not the people's methods. Therefore, I was 
surprised to find mention being made in the Budget speech by the Hon’ble 
the Finance Minister that he was attempting to lay the foundation of an 
economy which would in the shortest possible time ensure in our province 
that the difference between man and man does not exist. 

Now, turning to expenditure, we see a similar depressing picture and the 
accentuation of the difference l>etween man und man. All-clear signals 
have been given to the rich to grow richer and the poor to grow poorer. 
The Hon’ble Finance Minister has given us a general clear picture of the 
divided province of Bengal. But the first thing that strikes one is that 
although West Bengal is about one-third of the original Bengal yet adminis- 
trative expenses continue to he the same as ever, at the top specially. The 
officers continue to draw — I do uot know why — the same salaries as before 
and their travelling and other allowances continue to he as handsome as 
ever before. The votaries of plain living und high thinking, the habitual 
wearers of khadi — 1 do not mean of course the lion’ hie Finance Minister 
but the others and the gentlemen sitting opposite who have been used to 
third class travelling only yesterday — are behaving, to my the least, 
atrociously as aoon as they have come to power, and yet thev pretend that 
this is a people’s Budget and t lie difference between man and man shall he 
abolished. 

Expenditure on Police, I find of course, rovers as large a percentage of 
the whole Budget as before, and is alxiut the same as was spent in undivided 
Bengal. Of course this must he done logically from the path that has been 
traversed by the Government l>oth in the past and is seeking to traverse 
through this particular Budget, because if the Ministers have not laid the 
basis whereby some good will 1 k» done to the people, whereby the wages of 
workers will be raised or whereby unemployment shall be prevented, then 
the police force has got to bo increased and they have to l»e sent out to the 
villages and the towns in order to bring ubout or preserve, as they would 
say, safety and stability of the State from the workers and the kisan* when 
they ask for more wages, more rice, more food, more (doth. And the 
workers have to be compelled by more expenditure on account of police to 
be slaves of the capitalist class, so that they may not protest that they 
are not being given sufficient food to eat. Therefore I say that this expen- 
diture on Police Budget is logical. 

I also find a very' interesting expenditure introduced by the Hon’ble 
Finance Minister along the lines of Mr. Suhrawardv in the past. That if 
an expenditure for trade union activities ou the right lines and such other 
thiugs. About Rs. 3 lakhs and 33 thousand are going to lx* spent on that 
account. 1 know* that this used to he done by Mr. Suhmwardy when he 
wanted to build up Government controlled and Government dominated trade 
unions in order to break other trade unions of the workers. Today in the 
I.N.T.U.C. ot Dr. Surest! (’handra Banerjee the present Govern- 
ment have got their own organisation and men to do the same 
thing, and that is why perhaps this money — the money which the 
workers probably will not give to the I.N.T.U.C. — is being provided for 
them by the present Ministry. This of course is in the tradition of fascist 
trade unions in Germany and in Italy in the past. Dr. Goehbels and 
Dr. Ley were there in Germany and there are doctors in our country" who are 
going to do the same job for the capitalist class and the money has been 
provided on that account. 

If we turn to Irrigation and Agriculture, we find the Hon’ble Finance 
Minister has taken some pains to show us that a little more money will be 
spent on Agriculture in proportion to what was spent during the last 
Budget. That is quite true. A few lakhs extra are being spent on Agri- 
culture and Irrigation, but that does not make any qualitative change. A 
few lakhs extra are to be'apent to meet the needs of the people ana if we 
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consider the needs of the people, we shall find that this is but a drop in the 
ocean, and the Hon’ble Minister also probably realises it. The chief 
necessity today os has been recognised by the Congress, by everybody in 
fact in the country, is the abolition of the zemindari system — the very 
system which corrupts people, the very system which confines people to 
poverty, illiteracy and degradation generally — but we find that there is no 
such attempt worth the name which is being made lor the abolition of the 
zemindari system, probably because the gentlemen sitting opposite have 
started representing this very class. It lias even been recognised by 
capitalist economists spokesmen ol capitalist classes, that the zemindari 
system should go and some other form of relationship should be established 
between the Lixanx and the Government. Even then we find in the first 
Budget of tree Bengal that no such provision, honest, straightforward 
provision, lias been made* to that effect. You may spend one, two, three, 
four, five or ten lakhs or more on agriculture lor supplying seeds, manures, 
iron, steel, etc., to the kUanx, but that will go down the drain into undesir- 
able hands ami nothing will remain and no result will be seen within one 
year or two years. 

Similarly with regard to Industries, it has been very kindly impressed 
upon the country and specially the capitalist class that a large section of 
industry will continue to lie left to private enterprise. !n the true tradi- 
tion and role which the present Go\ernment have taken, tlie> have said 
this. I do not blame the Hon' hie Finance Minister although he himself is 
a capitalist. I shall not blame the Finance Minister because 1 know that 
1h is is Iwing followed by the othei Congie>s Ministers as well. People who 
have been in the Congress, who ha\e 1 ought — 1 do not know whet he i they 
fought tor high ideals but who have pleached high ideals m the past — are 
enunciating this policv and prolmbh that is win the\ have brought inside 
their Governments the Hon' bit* Sir Sunmukhun C’hettv, Dr. Bullion Chandra 
Roy and Mr. Nolmi Itanjan Sarker. They have said verv plainly, Sardar 
Patel, for instance, told the* capitalist class “win are \ou afraid i"" 

(An honourable member from the Muslim League lienehes crossed the 
Chair . ) 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, order, it is m> painful duty to 
warn the honourable member not to cross the line between the Chair and 
tin* speukei . (A \oin-, : I am sorrv . > 

Sri JYOTI BA8U: Sir, 1 shall not blame those gentlemen who have 
prepared the Budget. They have clone so on the guidance of Surdar Patel 
and his friends and they liave told the capitalist class plainly “Why are you 
afraid Y You have your representatives within the Congress Government". 
Therefore, 1 need not further dilate on Industries. We know what kind of 
economy we shall get in our country when there is a crisis of Capitalism 
all the world over. Even in that land of the new masters of some of the 
gentlemen sitting there, i.e., America, there seems to be some sort of 
crisis brewing and therefore today to leave industries in the hands of private 
enterprise will not help our land and within a very short time we shall see 
a tremendous economic crisis besetting our dear land. Then of oourse the 
workers shall l)e blamed that they are not producing and the kixanx will 
also be blamed that they are not producing and that the fault shall lie theirs. 

Wo find that Government have provided Us. 20 lakhs for hu»Ut 
improvement, and that will mean probably Its. 2 per head in place of Re. 1-8 
per head which was sanctioned by the then Suhrawardv Government, 
bceuime there was then over a million of hnstee dwellers in Calcutta but 
their numbers have grown by now as people have come from East Bengal and 
other places. 

Then, Sir, 11s. 50 lakhs has been granted for middle class families. It 
is a very paltry sum and I do not know bow it will be spent, but by this 
amount not more than 300, 400 or 600 families can be accommodated. 
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Then there is not a word in this Budget speech about requisitioning 
cement, steel, iron, bricks mid other materials which are required lor 
building purposes. We know that even private persons would be ready to 
build houses if they are supplied with materials at controlled rates, W# 
know this was denied to us during the war, neither did Government under- 
take to build houses, and it was denied to private individuals as well. But 
todav there should not be any such question. \et how can the present 
Government, the Ministers displease their Capitalist friends, those people 
who have cement factories, who have iron and steel lactones, and so onl* 
Therefore there is not a word about that. \\ e are told that a few lakhs are 
going to he spent for solving the great housing problem of West Bengal. 

There are one and half page* devoted to increase in pay in the Budget 
speech. As far as 1 remember and 1 know, ])r. Ultosli, the last Premier of 
our province, promised that tin* Pay Commission's scales would be paid to the 
Government employees, and on a calculation we find that that probably would 
have cost us 1 crores ot rupees or a little more, but one erore has been sanc- 
tioned by the present Ministry. I also hear that even though provision for 
greater expenditure was incorporated in the first draft of the Budget when 
it was prepared, the present Ilon'ble Finance Minister crossed that out and 
made this grant. 1 do not know why, because everybody knows today about, 
the condition of middle <lass employees win* work in otfiees. There is not 
a boim* in the whole oi Bengal where there is no suffering — not one. There 
is not a home where we do not mm* the tears of our mothers and sisters. This 
F not unknown to the Congress Ministers, but still even this paltry increase 
in iheii wages lias lw*cn denied to them; ihat which has been won after 
tremendous battles by the Central Government emploxees has bee u denied to 
the Bengal Government employees (hi the other iiand, adding insult to 
injury, we find that they are being told that the Government of a country is 
not .» pioiit-makmg insiituiion A lecture is being delivered to them us to 
how under tin* tree condition thev must learn to do service to the jwopie. I 
think that had bettei be delivered first in Writers’ Buildings and that at the 
top betoie we come down to preach lecture on services to the State, to people 
who get -Itt. 4ti or tit) rupees | think the Ministers, who besides their pay 
ns Minister earn hundmU and thousand* ot rupees through business, 
contnut, etc.- the fiist thing they should do i* to deny themselves of the 
pav thev get horn the Government, and start self-denial tram the top, before 
they come to the ImiUoui. 

The Hon’ble Sri NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER: They have given it up 
when they joined the Government. 

Sri JYOTI BA8U: Ot course the Ilori'lde the Finance Minister tells us 
that he has given it up. 

The Hon’ble Sri NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER: K very body has given 

up. 

Sri JYOTI BA8U: 1 do not know of everybody. But if he has given 
up or Di. B. C. ltoy has given up their huge business concerns and tor 
service to the motherland joined the present Cabinet , it would 1 m* a very good 
example if it were true. I know that even today — and that cannot be denied 
by those HoiFble gentlemen — they are connected with the biggest* concerns 
in Bengal either a* Directors, or God knows, what, because I am unable to 
make out as to bow they are earning their piYrfit. Sometimes 1 do not find 
their names in the prospectus, books and mj on, and yet businessmen have 
their owh way of earning money through these concerns. We know, for 
instance, who are the gentlemen amongst Ministers who are connected with 
this Exhibition— this huge show. We know what profit they are going to 
make through this concern. But my point is not particularly directed at 
them, because to my utter sluime and surprise, after the Congress has come 
into power, I see some people — ordinary people — rushing in and out of the 
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Ministers’ rooms to get contracts and the like. I have seen that myself. I 
know that such things are happening. Therefore let us reserve our lectures 
lor our ownselves before we deliver them to the poor clerks who have been 
denied the Pay Commission’s scales. 

Sir, I do not find anything in the Budget about the unemployment 
problem. The other day I visited the Civil Supplies Department and some 
clerks came to me and asked me whether I would raise their question in this 
Assembly. Now, there was no need for them to ask me to do so, because 
everybody knows that hundreds and thousands of these men like the Military 
Accounts people are going to be retrenched within a short time. There is 
no scheme of the Government for paying unemployment doles as in England 
und other countries: there is no scheme that they shall be taken in in other 
jobs und other industries which are going to be built in our country. I know 
they will be told, “for your motherland and for service to your country keep 
quiet even though jou are retrenched”. They shall be told that for three 
years the.) must not go on strike; tliev will be sabotaging the free Govern- 
ment of India if they go on strike, “llut if you are unemployed, then with 
your wives and children and parents go out into the streets or do what you 
like, but Government shall not take care of you”. That, is the sort of civi- 
lised government which exists in our country. 

Sir, I find that not sufficient provision has been made, as was used to be 
made under the Suhru wanly Government, for procurement of food, of rice 
and other things to be supplied to our people at low prices or even free* 
because that may be necessary, for otherwise starvation will be the order of 
the day with many hundreds and thousands of families in the towns and the 
countryside. Generally speaking, I cannot — I have tried to read this Budget 
speech and the lted Book — understand. I did not have a picture, an inte- 
grated picture, of plans which are going to emerge out of the provisions of 
the Budget which has been placed before us, because 1 suppose the details 
have not been worked out; they will be done by the different departments 
of the Government as the Ilon’ble Finance Minister told us. Therefore we 
shall wait and watch and see what happens within the course of one year even 
with regard to the plans which have been made in this Budget, even with 
regard to the grants which have been made under the different heads of 
Agriculture, Education, Irrigation, Housing and so on — whether the whole 
sums are spent. We shall see on what they are spent, whether on middlemen 
or whether the money goes to the benefit of the poverty-stricken people. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, I shall not take much more time but I shall say that 
an illusion lias been created in the minds of the people that we are at least 
free and that the last Britisher has left our shores. Therefore, naturally 
there are high expectations among the people and the people after the loth 
of August were looking forward to peace and plenty in our land, they were 
looking forward to the foundation of a new civilisation in our country, but 
they are being disappointed week after week, month after month. I know 
that the Government has control over the so-called nationalist papers and 
therefore in many of them we find that it has been trumpeted that this is a 
people’s Budget, but how nobody has told us. It is being told over the radio, 
through the newspapers and in this Assembly that this is a people’s Budget, 
that in the Budget foundations have been laid whereby we shall not see any 
longer the difference between man and man. but we do not know the detail's 
as to how this is going to happen. On the contrary I find from my reading 
of the Budget that this is in the tradition of our British Imperialist masters. 
The Budgets that have been prepared for them by the Hon’ble Finance 
Minister were of the same nnture^ns is being given to us now when he is 
also a Congress Finance Minister" I would suggest that the way to move 
forward is not through these means. It cannot be done, neither can you 
mise reveuues by these means which the British taught us, nor can you 
spend money and benefit the people in the usual ways of the British Capitalist 
masters. 
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1 I remember on the first dajr the Hon’ble Prime Minister, Dr. B. C. Roy, 
> told u* that we must not confine our attention to our own country hut look 
around-— he had just come back from a European and American tour. 
Therefore I shall also look around but not ut America. I find that in the 
Eastern European countries where new democracies are arising, they are 
behaving in quite a different fashion. Those are peoples' Republics. There* 
fore they do not raise bogeys of difficulties. Whut they have done is to take 
land trom the rich zemindars and jotedurs and distribute the land to the 
peasants. They have discussed their plans with the common people of those 
countries in \ugo*lavia, Czechoslovakia, Rumania, Poland, etc., and through 
discussions with them they have roused enthusiasm uud therefore they have 
found youths building mi (ways free. They do not take wages because they 
feel that railways are theirs and therefore for their country they must work. 
The factories — the main, chief fat lories and industries — are being taken off 
from the hands of the Capitalists. There are no Hi r las, Ispahanis, Tula# in 
those lands. Thev are finished lor good ami therefore the factories are 
the property of the people, of the workers, peasants and other 
section** of societv and therefore when the people see that this 
is happening in front of their eyes thev really feel that a new 
civilisation is growing m then land, that is why thev work for their hind freej 
if necessary thev give their live.** for their motherland because they feel that 
is their motherland Unfortunately, instead ol taking lessons from those 
countries, our Governments look to America ami our masters the British. 
That i** w hy we are in this sorry mess today. 

1 f**»‘l that this i s a political matter; it is not merel.v the fault of the Bengal 
Government hut it is the fault of the Congress Government us a whole, 
because they have taken the path of reaction, the path of kotowing to the 
capitalist and zemindar classes. 1 hev are behaving as their represented ives 
ami that is win they got rid of the Excess Profits Tax, and that is why they 
have started a new venture, some sort of Finance ( 'orjHuat ion. I wonder 
whether those are going to la* along the lines of the Fascist corporation* 
whi(h were built in Italv. 1 am afraid that it may be somewhat on theme 
lines. 

Ilovvevei, Mr. Depul v Speukei , before 1 sit down I would urge upon the 
Ministers— I shall not separate the representatives of the capitalists them* 
selves who ate in the Ministry from the others who are habitual wearers of 
h It <id i , as thev mu — 1 shall not differentiate between them Ik* cause there ia 
no difference, because todav they are following flu* same path — l urge upon 
them it they are at all serious alxmt doing an\ good to the people, then twir 
asunder the Budget vvhi< h has been placed before us. ft, j H the height of 
affiontery to tell iu todav that this i* ix people’s Budget. The people are 
nowhere in the picture except that they have to puv— that is the only place 
where the people come in. Therefore the first people who congratulated the 
Ministry on then presenting this Budget in free Bengal were the Capitalist 
sections, were the industrial organ*, when they said that this is a great 
Budget which has come before us. Whatever the so-called nationalist paper* 
may say— and I believe some of their editorials are being inspired from other 
places— whatever that be, the people will not be hood winked and cannot be 
hoodwinked today. The people shall understand dav affer dav through their 
privations and suffering that this is not their Budget’. They shall uncler#tand 
that the present-day Government is following in the footstep* of the old 
Imperialist masters, and a* such, the people shall very soon come on their 
own and ask the present gentlemen to relinquish their position. If they cannot 
ruie in the people’s way, let them quit and let others present their Budget 
*no can rule in the people’s way as people’s representatives. 

•ri BASANTLAL MURA RKA : «*s=rt» mym. tf-W 
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Sfi SATItH CHANDRA ROSE! Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, before pro- 
ceeding with my discussion I shall extend my felicitations to the Hon’ble the 
Finance Minister for his Budget statement, remarkable for clarity and 
precision. In the Budget statement there is no beating about the bush, no 
empty rodomontade, but it is a clear, straightforward Budget statement. 

One remarkable feature of the Budget is that there is no proposal for fresh 
taxation to cover the small deficit of one crore of rupees on revenue account. 
A$ was said by Burke, “it is not possible for anyone to tax and to please no 
more than it is to love and be wise”. I think the Hon’ble the Finance 
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Minister appreciates the observations of Edmund Burke. The tax-payer over- 
burdened with the weight of taxes direct and indirect will heave a sigh of 
relief over this. It is no use in these days of public distress to attempt to 
tap freeh sources of revenue. On the contrary I suggest that the Centre 
should l>e anproached for a fairer and more equitable allocation to West 
Bengal of the revenue derived from West Bengal from income-tax and 
other sources. Take for instance, income-tax. As far as I under- 
stand, revenue derived from income-tax from the province of 

undivided Bengal was over Rs. crores, out of which Its. 19 crores was 
derived from Calcutta itself and the rest of the province contributed only one 
erore. The Centre should 1 m» approached to allocate at least half of 

Rs. 19 crores to West Bengal out of the income-tax revenue. We should 
press for the allocation of ott per cent, of the income-tax revenue which is 
derived from Calcutta itself, i.e,, IN. 91 crores. Bengal is not a solvent, 
province, and more substantial help from the Outre is imperative. 

(hi the question of the Education Grant, one remarkable feature of the 
statement is that under the Education Budget provision has Iteen made for 
facilities in \arious directions. The late bureaucratic (ioverimient and the 
last (io\ eminent pursued a polit y of obscurantism in the matter of Education 
and made the bulk of the people grow up in ignorance. Let um hope that 
under the icgis of t lit* new Government the light of knowledge will be more 
wideh spread. I flunk it was Goethe who said when the shades of evening 
were deepening on him, “more light, more light!" Education has been 
defined as the transmission of light and life from the living through the 
living to the living. Let us hope that under the new dispensation the light 
of knowledge, like the sun alx>ve. will shine equally on the rich, the poor, 
the lowly, the depressed and the repressed. Well, on the subject of educa- 
tion I cannot forget the solid and real contributions made by two mm# of 
Bengal — real patriots, undoubted patriots they were to the advancement of 
scientific knowledge and scientific research — t mean Sir Kushbeh&ri Ghose 
and Sir Tarnknath Palit The} gave their all to the province #o that the 
Bengalees nuij find a place in the world of science, but to our shame they 
passed away from the laud of their birth unwept, unhonoured and unsung. 
All India is benefited by then munificence, I suggest another method for 
spreading the light of knowledge — a rapid method by which the track of 
years may be covered 1»\ the march of months. This will lie through the 
media of < ineinas in the villages. By installing cinemas in the village# and 
by radio hroudiust and extension of cinema films, the untaught may be taught 
quickly and rapidly. 1 am glad to find that in t lie Budget statement there i# 
no stringency, no jutrsiinony in the matter of grant to education. Parsimony 
in the matter of educational grant would, I say, he false economy. 

As regards expenditure under the head ‘ Police", I find that the police 
| ha# got the pride* of place. Hitherto the police failed to inspire confidence. 
i Let us hope that with the downing of the new era the police may henceforth 
I be inspired by the spirit of service and will be able to justify the huge 
expenditure under the head “Grant to Police". 

Public health should not be neglected and 1 think the subject of public 
L health has not been neglected in the budget. The health of the people in a 
f valuable national asset, and an expenditure iu the matter of public health 
is never wasted. 

Then I come to the housing problem. There I find fifty lakhs for housing 
schemes for middle class people in Calcutta and its environs, twenty lakhs for 
housing of inmates of slum* of A/m/cc*, fifty lakhs for the Kunchrapara Area 
Development scheme. Sir, this is only a drop in the ocean. More extensive 
public and private encouragement should be forthcoming for dealing with the 
problem of housing on a comprehensive scale. I sound a note of caution that 
the money does not fall in the hands of speculators, racketeers, black- 
marketeers and other anti-social elements. What I would suggest is that 
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those middle class people who want to build houses of their own should be 
provided with building materials such as iron, steel, cement at controlled 
rates. That would be a great help and impetus for building houses. 

Under Medical and Agriculture I find, 1,05 lakhs and 2,31 lakhs res- 
pectively, under Ernest, 2752 h*khs, Irrigation, 1 *47 lakhs, Agricultural 
Development, 82 27 lakhs. Now about Agriculture. In m\ home district 
of 24-Parganas, for instance, we find desolate and deserted ullages. Many 
lands are lying fallow. But these villager by irrigation and by grants of 
agricultural seeds could be converted into smiling villages. We find most 
of these villages are water-logged ; most have become fallow and wastes, and 
we find vast stretches of waste land in villages and nothing is grown there. 
Now, while agricultural seeds are to be given to agriculturists I sound 
another note of caution and that is that seeds which would be given to them 
should he genuine and good aeeds because the agriculturists have to pay for 
them and they should not he supplied with seeds which do not germinate like 
the boats which never floated. I find from the budget statement that greater 
emphasis has lieen laid on neglected nation-building items. We should put 
on full steunf in putting through nation-building programmes. Stress should 
he laid, as has been laid in the Budget statement, on the development of 
cottage industries. Every village 1 in the good old days had its own cottage 
industries. Let them start c/tarkha there and other industries and also 
sericulture should he there. There should be cultivation of silk in 24- 
Parganas because 1 am aware that as an experimental measure it was quite 
successful there. AVest Bengal's economy should he based on a sound footing 
by the development of her resources. Now as many things have to he done 
uimut the abolition of zamindaries, what I would suggest is these two wa\s: 
first, agricultural co-operative farming and consolidation ol holdings because 
most of these holdings are uneconomic. The minimum economic bidding 
should be at least twelve bighas. Generally the holdings are scattered in 
the village and one man has got twelve small plots in twelve different areas. 
Instead of that, consolidate the holdings into one and start agricultural 
operations on that basis. About the abolition of zamindaries mere change of 
masters will not do, that is. in plate of present landlords do not bring in 
khas muhul system. The khax mahal landlords are the most unsympathetic 
landlords. I will tell an instance which happened in Orissa. In the 
Khurduh khas mahal the patuari was noted tor his rapacity, corruption and 
bribe-taking, lie was dismissed by the Collector and lie filed an appeal to 
the Commissioner. The Commissioner admitted the appeal and directed the 
Peshkur to issue notices on the dismissed sonarkar and newly appointed 
rfbrkar to appear in his Court. When the appeal was being heard he sent for the 
new mrvnrkar and looking at him he said, “This man looks every inch a ras- 
cal. Send for the old one”. looking at him. lie said, “He too looks a rascal”. 
Then win should I part with my old rascal. He dismissed the newly 
appointed mrvakur and reinstated the old sarvutktir. Therefore mere change 
of landlords will not he of any avail. Land belongs to the cultivator. It 
was decided long ago when the great rent case was first argued before the full 
bench that the land belongs to the cultivator who tills the soil. Proceed on 
this basis, (five the land to the cultivator, (five him a consolidated holding. 
Give him nil economic holding. If there is agriculture — full production; 
then our woes and worries would be over and our days of disappointment 
and distress would soon be oxer. 

Jai Hind. 


Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned at 5-47 p.m. till 3-45 p.m. on Monday, 
tin* 23rd February, 1948, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 



Proceedings of the West Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935, 
as adapted. 

The Assembly met iu the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Monday, the 
‘20rd February 1048. at *4-45 pan. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon' bit* Sri Imvar Dan Jai.an) iu the Chair, 10 
HoiCble Minister*! and >4 Members. 

STARRED QUESTION 

(to which oral answer was given) 

Abolition of Control System. 

*4. Sri ANNADAPRASAD MANDAL: („> M ill the llon’bb* Minis- 
ter ill charge «>t the Civil Supplies Department be pleased to state whether 
he ronsidenng the desirability ot abolishing the control syslem at once? 

<fn Is the Ifon'hle Minister aware about the distress of tlie people m 
regard to supply of t“o»I. (loth and oilier daily wants of life? 

(/■' I J so, will the Hon hie Minister be pleased to state wdiut steps he 
has taken to meet tin* distie-s ot the jienplp in regard to these? 

The Hon’ble Sri PRAFULLA CHANDRA SEN: i«) Salt, sugar, 
pulses and < otisinnei goods and textiles have ulreads been decontrolled. 
Regarding me, paddy , wheat and wheat products the honourable member 
l.s referred to the Press announcement made on the 10th December, 1047. 
Abolition ot i out r« >1 over other articles is under consideration of Govern- 
ment. So tar as \\ est Bengal is concerned immediate decontrol of cereals 
is out of the question. 

(ft) \ es. 

(<) The honourable member i> referred to the answer to part (a) of the 
question. It C Imped that with gradual decontrol and restoration of normal 
trade foi which there has been such a strong demand from the publie, trade 
will realise then responsibility and play their part fairly. So far an rice 
and paddy ate loiuerned. rhis (iovernment are immediately embarking upon 
a programme of mieusive pro< urement of the new crop within the Province, 
Distress of people with regard to food and cloth will continue so long 3s 
long-term sc hemes, sue h as Damodar and Mor, are not completed and 
industries developed All short-term schemes under contemplation of the 
Government will need the co-operation of the people who alone can alleviate 
the distress. As regards other articles, this Government have made 
representations to the Centre for increased supplies. 

Sri 8ATI8H CHANDRA BOSE: Is the Hon bh* Minister utfure that 
rice is now being sold in black market? 

The Hon’ble Sri PRAFULLA CHANDRA SEN: Yes. 

SATISH CHANDRA BOSE: At what oricp rice is lieing sold in 
black market? 

Tbo Hon’ble Sri PRAFULLA CHANDRA SEN: It varies from Rs 25 
to Hs. 40 per xuaund. 

Sri SATISH CHANDRA BOSE: Is the Rouble Minister aware that 
textiles are being sold in black market ? 
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Th» Hon’bl* Sri PRAFULLA CHANDRA SEN: It is decontrolled and 
therefore there i* no black market. 

•ri ANANDILAL POODARl What is the source of information of the 
Hon’ble Minister about the present black market? 

The HOfl’ble Sri PRAFULLA CHANDRA SEN: It is the usual 
source. 

Sri ANANDILAL PODDAR: What is the meaning 1 of “usual source'* 
ami what actions are being taken by the Government to find out the real 
place of this black market? 

The Hon’ble Sri PRAFULLA CHANDRA SEN: Usual source is the 
usual source. 

Sri ANANDILAL PODDAR: Sir, I want a definite answer; I want your 
protection. 

The Hon’ble Sri PRAFULLA CHANDRA SEN: No definite answer 
can he given to a thing like that. 

Sri RAJANI KANTA PRAMANIK : ^ *tront W to wt 

fa — TOT? decontrol T’ ft ®tR Bengal Textile Associations? TOT CT 
W*® TOT? 8RT tut, Wjti faeic? distribution TO? 

The Hen’ble Sri PRAFULLA CHANDRA SEN : Bengal Textile Associations 
TOT ant 80 TTTO TOT? frozen TOCT 1 C*T$ TOTC?3 $*r? $T?® <T$<CT*$ CT ¥3 
¥3 TOT TO ^ ?C¥ UtRS CT 3TTO3 TOTT3 TO? I 

Sri HEMANTA KUMAR BA8U : ^ rtot? fa — c? 

TO? 3TSTC? R63T TOT TO® C3 TO <?T TOT ®T? CTO TO 3TFIT? fcVf 

TO? 

The Hon’ble Sri PRAFULLA CHANDRA SEN : to® ¥T*rr?? 

$*T3 CTO control ?C¥ fTOBR l *g53T* TO TO ITTCT fa sre 

TO¥Tt®3 TOT ff?¥T3 TO | 

Sri HEMANTA KUMAR BA8U : ^sfCTOfa fa crot fats? 

Sv to fart t? to® tops to t? ®t? srt cro ¥?t? 

The Hon’ble Sri PRAFULLA CHANDRA SEN : wto* 5 fafa?fr 

STHSIt* TOT ¥?CT^ 43t ?fc TOT3T trf«t C3 decontrol? to VT3T*f TO, ®TT‘C¥ TO?T 

TO® «TC^?T3 ¥3T?T n7t?Ti control 333^ ¥??T? TO! 

Sri R Ail AN I KANTA PRAMANIK : TO® *1®^$ S*R 5 ?T? ¥T*T? 

CTC? CTOR, ®*R It ¥T*r?*t^5l| fa®TC? distributed TO? 

The Hen’ble Sri PRAFULLA CHANDRA SEN : Normal trade channel, 
a? ce®? fro to i 

Sri BANKU BEHARI MANDAL : to=TO 5TO? TO3T TO 3¥OT fa 
C? W® ¥T*T? TOFTT? f?§1 ¥?C® R53T TOCT CTOMW1C33I C*T$ TO? fa TO C3TO? ¥T3*T 
TOTITO TO3T CTTfl ttf®f?T TO TOT? faf*| TO 1 

The Hen’ble Sri PRAFULLA CHANDRA SEN : wtW C? W® TO? fiz zed 

TOfTOR TO® «Ttn*CTC*$? 3TOT CTO SR*® TOC?? **T? cess TOCT l TO 

C* *W*5 TOC?? $n? cess ero T? TO ttJRT C TORTO3T CT TO $¥T 

W\ to® «rmi 
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QUESTION. 


M 


Sri HEMANTA KUMAR BA«U : Bl*ck -markets nt #TK IMrt t*. 

sms «ifwr»t 

Ttw Htn’fclt Sri PRAFULLA CHANDRA SEN : BTC «<fwm ITO «wi 
Sri PNAMATHA NATH BANDYOPADHYAY : ST=Rlf I’d «W*tS sstss ts— 
is sfssrn srs srtnrs fsi^s, tsl nfwpi sm s'ssisif isrs p® rc* ws 

TO* to 

Tht Hon’bit Sri PRAFULLA CHANDRA SEN : TOT? TO W W*mm 
otp ctS res cro *nw to- ci •ffwro 5m «*Stw msir to i 

Sri PRAMATHA NATH BANDYOPADHYAY: Klack-market JKC? fTO 5TW 
TO*T *?. TOTfl decontrol *TO miOT •TT^S *TOTfa*ITW STR CTO 
♦TOt far? 

Tht Hon’bit Sri PRAFULLA CHANDRA SEN : «nro TO ffl black. 

market OTP m 5Tm *?T ff*, TOSS W5T CTO C*$ rtf CTO TO str | 

Sri HEMANTA KUMAR BASU : Black-market *** **ro ft JtTTOI 
TO? 

Tht Hon’bit Sri PRAFULLA CHANDRA SEN : Black-market, TO wm SOT 
3TT 3T ^ t3TT TO I 

Sri ANNADA PR08AD CHOUDHURY : sral *nrro anawer^i 

STWT’CT 5 ! paragraph C5 C3 TOOT- Abolition of control over other article is under 
consideration of (hn eminent, mt “other articles" <rrsTT ft ft? 

Tht Hon’blt Sri PRAFULLA CHANDRA SEN : CTOTfaOT W *UTTfal 
Sri ANNADA PROSAD CHOUDHURY : CTOTfaR ft (Vntml Government 
a* TOS. ar Pro\ ineiai Governments? TO5? &*T JPTO OTttfaR 

decontrol ^TO TOOT fa - ' 


The Hon’ble Sri PRAFULLA CHANDRA 8EN: 1 u nit notice. 

Sri ANNADA PROSAD CHOUDHURY : &gm fatsfa paragraphs 

*TO*t sttriTO TOOT C? TOTO? 3 CTO *tfa?r»TOrT ?'5f*TC =TT TOOT TO*T5 ??. 8 industries 

develop'd STT *?. SSfe TOTlfaS HTO *TTOf 8 «fOTSOT? sr:«t =rr I TOf 

*CfT*T5 fv?T TO ?*OT fa~ *3fTO« TO1 5* TOOTW 3 CTO ftBfl 5'C8t TOTTO «$«( 

Tht Htn’blt Sri PRAFULLA CHANDRA SEN : rtes ?TO? SOT t 

Sri ANNADA PROSAD CHOUDHURY : at m ttOT *rc«rr TO f* ft 

BTTF? 

Tht Htn’blt Sri PRAFULLA CHANDRA SEN : ws c TO OT$ *Tfa*iron'n?tTO 

• f fa i T3 TOfCT $C? t 

Sri ANNADA PROSAD CHOUDHURY : r*t ot$ cr$ «fawr?T 

TO TOt BWT fa *faTO «tOTW CTO TOOT? 

Tht Htn’blt Sri PRAFULLA CHANDRA SEN : a faro ffa fa i rnc# f gym i 

srot sm tn 

Sri KANAI LAL DE : TO W? TO eTOf <»ntrol 

tfTO 5R? 
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Tht Hon’blf Sri PRAFULLA CHANDRA SEN : TOTW? WTO s TOartfaf 

ffWJ ! TO W? TOT I 

Janab MUDASSIR H088AIN : ?MH*hl ^ TO 5TTTO fa <a$ procurement 
TOCHl BIT? cereal TOP? 6 tflTOXT TOP? *TTOT fa ff5[? 

Thf Hon’bli Sri PRAFULLA CHANDRA SEN : nr. srfai 

Jantb MUDAS8IR H088AIN : Ptfr fa? 

Th# Hon’bli Sri PRAFULLA CHANDRA SEN : W sflfa fe— 
WftS TO? decontrol TO l 

Janab MUDASSIR HOS8AIN : TO srr’R'Rrr fa ?TPR. ?T. ?TT?? ?T? 

Tht Hon’bli Sri PRAFULLA CHANDRA 8EN : pfr; topU srmfa tor? 

Janab MUDASSIR HOSSAIN : «TO‘W1 *RT^Tt 

Th* Hon’bl* Sri PRAFULLA CHANDRA SEN : ^<>^1 TOT < 5 T<T ‘3 

WtWj TOTOT TOP? C? progressive decontrols? ST®! TOW?, ?TOT 
xfaft wfrr tout TOtoR, «nroe TO A fa *w;to i 

Janab MUDASSIR HOSSAIN : err?fa TOR progressive decontrol 

so ®tro to; Si? faro tpi ?r? tot toi 

Thf Hon’blf Sri PRAFULLA CHANDRA 8EN : ?*[ ?TO? TOT ®TTOT *T 

TO— **(Tt TO TOW — *P$T*T S&T 9 TOP? far TO 5 ? TO I 

Janab MUDASSIR HOSSAIN : to srrnro TOlra tor cTOt^r fa? 

Thf Hon’blf Sri PRAFULLA CHANDRA SEN : toItpt? TO STPT 
TT^S Kjffa ?T 5? tXS'SMf TO?? TOTO <R «(T5?R i 

Janab MUDASSIR HOS8AIN : B In •k-market P? TO5 C3T SPTOI ?fa 
black-market* 5TO tflPT TO’PT $WPTT XTfTS TO fa TO? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Tin* honourable member will sit down when the 
Hon'ble Minister replies 

Thf Hon’blf Sri PRAFULLA CHANDRA SEN : 3n' < fRRTT ?f? black-markeU 
?C fTOR, STT’PT* Black-market ?*? TO TO1 TO<WP$? TO PC*S black-market 
<*? TOT? TO? tf’ST TO? 

Sr» KANAILAL DAS8: On a point of order Sir, I submit that all 
cjuetttions should be addiessed to the Speaker. 

Shaik MOHAMAD RAFIQUE: Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased 
to state what actum Go\ eminent is taking against flio-c who are selling rice 
at black market rates at Dhapa, winch is only 21 miles from the Government 
Housed 

Thf Hon’blf Sri PRAFULLA CHAHDRA SEN: When they are 
caught they are punished. 

Shaik MOHAMAD RAFIQUE: Will the Hon ’Me Minister he pleased 
to state if every dux more thnn%2’> people sell lice at that place? 

Thf Hon’blf Sri PRAFULLA CHANDRA SEN: I have no informa- 
tion. 

Shaik MOHAMAD RAFIQUE: Will the HotThle Minister he pleased 
to state if he intends to j?o to that place to-morrow ? 
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Th* Hon’bi* Sri PRAFULLA CHANDRA SEN 2 If necessary, I will 

go. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The Hou'ble Minister will please stand up when lie 
replies. 

Janab JA8IMUDDIN AHMED : TORT TOTCW STUB TO 

w ot — iynr^r tot totot to5t fw totto $ tfwmnr? 

The Hen’bls Sri PRAFULLA CHANDRA SEN : a 3TO* Slf supplementary^* 

rcsfr sttoi 

Janab JASIMUDDIN AHMED : rti TOTO TOST TO TE ffE TOl 

yrrwr toto? to£t f t Ertsrnwm srro? 

The Hon’ble Sri PRAFULLA CHANDRA SEN : t^tTHTO 4* M C PtW 4* 

rate. TO?TT TOR rate RTO Rt TOl 5>1W? 3* TO rate =BI 
Janab JASIMUDDIN AHMED : STTTO TOTOTO 5T*TO? CTO TO Wt? 

The Hen’ble Sri PRAFULLA CHANDRA 8EN : amw tTO* TO 

rro cw«sr 5? TOi 

Janab MD. KHUDA BUKHSH : totuto ST’OT to c*TO R$5T TO— 3TO 

RTCTO TOT TOT TO fa TO" 

The Hon’ble Sri PRAFULLA CHANDRA SEN : RCTO procurement area 
WTO 5TTOS TO E*PTT. m non. procurement areaTT CTO ST’TOfl TO ETOT TOl 

Sri ANANDILAL PODDAR: U the Hnn’hle Minister aware of the 
tart that wherevei and whenever things were decontrolled prices have come 
down and ihing> ha \ «* bet onic «i\ailalde at le*" than eontrolled rates? 

The Hon’ble Sri PRAFULLA CHANDRA 8EN : Ye,. 

Sri ANANDILAL PODDAR: Then what i, the reason U >r not. decon- 
trolling nee and wheat? 

The Hon’ble 8ri PRAFULLA CHANDRA SEN: Because it is risky as 

the supply is ven .short. 

8ri ANANDILAL PODDAR • What is the reason that the decontrolling 
of sugar and doth wa, not risky? 

The Hon’ble Sri PRAFULLA CHANDRA SEN: Because it was de- 

controlled ju>t at the right moment. 

Presentation of the Report of the Select Committee on the West Bengal 
Premises Rent Control (Temporary Provisions) Bill, 1947. 

The Hon’ble Sri MOHINI HOMAN BARMAN: Sir. with your permis- 
sion ] beg to present the Report *d the Select ('ofiunittee on the West 
Bengal Premise* Rent Control < Tempo! ary Provisions* Bill, 15147, which 
is due before the House. 

General Discussion of the Budget. 

Janab MU8HARRUFF HOSSAIN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise to make 
just a few* remark^ on the budget statement that has been presented before 
the House by the Hon'ble Finance Minister. Before entering into the 
financial .side of the budget my friend has given us a political picture of 
West and East Bengal compared to other parts of India. He has said that 
the innate good sense has begun to assert itself, and to West Bengal belongs 
the proud distinction of being the first to recover sanity. This remark of 
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the Hon’ble Minister might hold good in the case of South Bengal but I am 
sorry to say that that is not the case so far as Jalpaiguri ana Darjeeling 
districts are concerned. There the same insane outbursts which prevailed 
in other parts in India have not yet disappeared. The Government there 
exists in name only, blit in reality mob rule exists there in its entirety. 
The police and the magistracy are both absolutely under the control of 
Congress volunteers. Congress caste-Hindu M.L.A.s and the officers have 
to work under the directive of the members of the Congress organisation. 
The magistracy there exists in name only, hut they are hopelessly and help- 
lessly under the guidance of these people. In course of a search of the 
house of a prominent citizen the police seized some of the papers found and 
left the rest (it the Congress Volunteers for examination. At the dictation 
of Congress workers, Jalpaiguri has been rohbed of the services of practi- 
cally all Muslim lawyers, doctors and business men. When I present this 
picture of the political events in my own district, my friends opposite may 
say that this is due to the Ordinance that has been promulgated against the 
Muslim National Guard organisation. Hut I max tell my friends opposite 
that at present there is no national guard organisation in the district of 
Jalpaiguri. Whatever organisation existed there prior to loth August last 
has transferred itself to Pakistan areas and no trace of any paper concerned 
with that organisation could he found in the search conducted by the police. 
It members of all pioiessmns and trades are to he put in jail or are to he 
threatened to he arrested, what would he the desire of such people there to 
save thmselves suve and except that of transfer ot population on Govern- 
mental basis ? Do my friends opposite desire that V{ lakhs of Muslims of 
West Bengal should he hansferred to East Bengal and the East Bengal 
Government should he asked to transfer the Hindu population there to 
West Bengal. Economically , 1 believe, this is an unsound proposition. 1 
may just tell my friends here that the difference in number between the 
West Bengal Muslims and East Bengal Hindus is SO lakhs. If SO lakhs 
more of people are transferred from East Bengal to West Bengal without 
an inch of land with them, what will he ihe food position of West Bengal? 
At present West Bengal cannot feed its own population. Suppose you 
transfer tSO lakhs more of people from East Bengal, can you feed them? 
Don't you know that you will require at least S croies of maunds of paddy 
to feed SO lakhs of surplus population of East Bengal? What will l»e the 
cost of this 8 (Tores of maunds of paddy? It will amount to HO mores of 
rupees. Where will you get that fund to feed these people and why are 
you exasperating the minority community to usk for the transfer of popu- 
lation? Here I see the Coiigres> Volunteers and M.L.A.s are making the 
lives of the minontx emnmunitx absolutely intolerable. Could not the 
present Ministry tackle the problem in a right spirit and try to restore the 
confidence of the Muslim population there? In short. 1 appeal earnestly to 
the Ministry that the insanity that is still prevailing in mv area should be 
enquired into and suppressed as early as possible. 

Sir, chief among the problems that face the West Bengal administra- 
tion is one of foodstuffs. The Bengal Government before partition was 
given the assurance by Lord Wavell that Calcutta and its suburbs and also 
Jalpaiguri would be fed by the Government of India and the supplies will 
come from outside Bengal. Before the achievement of independence the 
Provincial Government did not accept the -total responsibility of feeding the 
people of these amis, but now with the acquisition of independence the 
India Government has accepted the responsibility and it is meet and proper 
that it should be discharged bv the Government of India. The deficits 
arising from the Civil Supplier Department should lie met by the Govern- 
ment of India and not by our Government here. The question may lie ask- 
ed, why should the Government of India suffer the loss? My answer is that 
these are industrial areas and more than half the profits of these industries 
go to the Government of India, the Bengal Government getting a very small 
part of it as contribution from the Centre. The tea industry alone supplies 
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•bout 5 to 6 crores of rupees to the Government of India by way of exporting 
lee. Central excise and income-tax. The industry* therefore, may naturally 
claim some return of this money from the Government of India and also 
claim that the labour population should be supplied with foodstuffs by the 
Government of India as West Bengal cannot produce sufficient food for 
itself. 

I wholeheartedly support the protest of the llou'ble Minister to the pro- 
posed reduction 1mm ‘JO per cent, to U per cent, of the divisible pool of the 
income-tax and I am sure that with the unanimous support of the whole 
House, the Hou’Lde Minister will succeed in his appeal. 

There are many other points on which l should hate spoken but l do not 
like to discuss them at this stage. I want to point out only one fact before 
the Hon’ble Finance Minister and that is this. Ho has got problems hieing 
the country, specially in regard to road-making. Though money will come 
from the Centre, the Bengal Government will have to make all those roads, 
but those roads are divided into several sections - some arc national high- 
ways and others arc district roads. As regards district roads, 1 do not know 
whether an\ scheme has been prepared bv m\ friend at present. I doubt it, 
but it it has been prepared I hope it will be carried out, and before all these 
things are done, is it not the duty of this Government to see that the exist- 
ing mails belonging to the IWV 1). ait* kepi in proper order l* 1 know the 
roads <d Alipui Duals siibdiv ision belonging to the F.W.l). are in hopeless 
condition. The mads exist in name mil). They were first class roads— • tar 
macadam — before the wni At present sou mn\ hurdl) call them roads — 
thev an* all wrecks. It these mails belonging to the Provincial Government 
are not looked after. I find no necessity f<u them to start with new ventures. 

I tin not know whether m\ friends at all care to listen to our speeches, hut 
I hope the gentleman who is interested at least in this subject should take 
note of this. Before the) make a 1 1 \ new road. the) should put the old roads 
in ordei Hist Having done that, the) ran spend some more money on new 
roads I hope mv friend —d do not know whom I am to address because I 
do not know who is the gentleman in charge. Mt. Sarkar is not in charge— 
if Mi. Sinha is in chaige. I hope In* will look into m\ complaint and see 
that something at least is done in repuiiing the existing mails. Thev are 
not roads at all now. We call them mails pass by them and \ou will see 
that you cannot go even three miles an hour. 

There are main other problems on which i may speak later on when 
voting begins. I would rather end after congratulating the non'lde Finance 
Minister for the wav in which he has distributed the mone> in the brat 
budget — the schemes are not there hut he has treated them fairly. 

Mr. C. E. CLARKE. Mr. Speaker, Sir. on behalf of the Commercial 
Associations I represent I particular!) desire to offer our congratulations to 
the Hon ble l i nance Ministei foi the eom ise and lucid manner in which the 
first post-partition budget has been presented. This could not have bven an 
easy task and all things considered J feel justified in concluding that the 
budget is less pessimistic than the deficit us shown seems to indicate. Farly 
in his address the Hon’ble Minister said. “We breathe the air of freedom 
and the power to shape out destiny lies in the hands of our own people." I 
was particularly pleased to hear this observation by the Hon’ble Minister 
as it gives me the opportunity of explaining my presence in the House, It 
would be erroneous, for instance, for my colleague* to assume that I arn 
here as a European. It would la* even more erroneous for Dress Reporters 
to convey to their journals that observations made by myself are on behalf 
of any European party. I and my colleague are here as representatives of 
Commercial Chambers and Associations, and the views put forward are defi- 
nitely those of the interests we represent. In other words, our interests are 
inseparable and indivisible from the fortunes of the province in which we 
live. 
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So far as immediate finances are concerned the budget suggests that West 
Bengal has not suffered too drastically and might almost be said to have 
benefited by partition. Whether this condition can continue in the future 
depends on the energy and foresight with which a constructive policy is 
pursued. The present figures show' that West Bengal relies for its revenue 
to a very major extent on returns from Commerce, Industry and Trade. 
The tax on income, Customs Receipts, the Sales Tax, the Jute Tax and Ex- 
cise as indirectly commercial, represent more than 7~> per cent, of the total 
revenues of the province. While commerce is enjoying fair prosperity as 
a continuation of the conditions bred by the war and the post-war period, 
a slump either in the nature of a post-war depression, which many appre- 
hend, or by the slow stagnation of trade arising from the cleavage in the 
commercial organisation of the former Bengal, or from an ill-conceived 
policy towards commercial interests, bodes ill tor this new province and its 
attractive programme for betterment for its people. It therefore behoves 
a Government in this province to concede the vital importance of commerce 
as an intrinsic item of its economic structure and that commercial welfare 
is the foundation of the province’s prosperity. 

The assurance given by the Hon’ble Minister that the Government, in 
so far as allowed by all-India commitments, recognises the need of furnish- 
ing assistance to industries of all kinds is thus doubly welcome, both from 
the aspect of Industry itself and from the wider interest of the province as 
a whole. The tact that increases in taxation have been avoided, is a relief 
to a population already hard-pressed b\ rising n»>t s 

Valuables as are the measures envisaged for labour welfare in the budget, 
it is hoped. Sir, that in a year’s time we shall be considering much mole 
ambitious proposals. The housing ol industrial labour in congested urban 
areas is a problem which is becoming increasingly acute as the position of 
housing in general deteriorates with vising urban populations. Admittedly 
it is not a problem of which industrial management can disclaim all re*»pon- 
aihilitv but there are aspects which make it difficult for individual associa- 
tions to act alone. I understand, Sir, that in some localities there is a 
danger of labour bousing being displaced to make space tor still more fac- 
tories. Comprehensive planning on a basis of co-operation between Govern- 
ment, commercial interests and labour are demanded. 

The Hon bh* Minister tor Finance tn making provision foi Rehabili- 
tation in certain urban areas has announced his expectations of a full re- 
covery of the outlay on these projects. I cannot ascertain from the expla- 
natory memorandum the manner in which these recoveries will be effected, 
neither has the Finance Ministei enlarged on this point. But whether any 
project is to be treated as one of development on which financial assistance 
from the G» \ eminent of India can be claimed, or whether as an investment 
from which a return will be secured by rental or similar charges on the 
benefits provided, the* same conditions, surely, will equally apply to similar 
plans for industrial housing assistance. These deserve to be considered on 
a larger scale since the financial implications ure merely in the nature of a 
profitable* investment. The benefit to the community from the fruition of 
such schemes is unquestionable, but there is, besides, the obvious civic 
advantage of improved living conditions for a section of the imputation on 
an organised and healthy basis. 

AVhile on the subject of Rehabilitation and Planning, it will be recalled 
that the extension of the Calcutta Improvement Trust to the Municipality 
of Howrah has been strongly nuassed in the House tor several years. Enact- 
ing legislation had actually been passed by the former Assembly and only 
awaited approval of the Council when constitutional changes arrested fur- 
ther progress. I cannot too urgently stress that so obviously desirable a 
measure, furnishing as it does protection against uncontrolled urban growth 
and ensuring healthy and balanced urban conditions, should no longer be 
delayed. 



imi 


GENERAL DISCTSSION OF THE BFDGET. . 


101 


I fear that I am only too conscious of the difficulties to which the Hon ‘hie 
Minister has alluded in preparing an integrated development plan, hut 1 do 
take the opportunity to stress that the past programme of development on 
which the prosperity of the proviuce relies hus suffered almost complete in* 
anition and while there have admittedly been other causes, this is— not to a 
small extent — attributable to a lack of comprehensive planning: down to 
district level. I venture accordingly to urge that early opportunities he 
taken to put development projects <m to an integrated and planned basis for 
the whole province. The shortage of materials ami technically qualified 
personnel is today a sine qua mm ot any material improvement plans, Plau- 
ning will ensure that available resources are used in the right place and in 
the right order with an economy of effort to secure cumulative expansion 
and acceleration ot the programme, the elimination of bottle-necks ami til© 
stimulation of enthusiasm unionist those responsible for the work. 

One ot the subjects raised mi nauseam in this former House from these 
seats is tlie need tor an energetic Road Development policy. For this reason 
I perceive with appreciation the enhanced grant under tins head, its essen- 
tial importance is stressed. u» it lias been many times before, of developing 
the appalling, inadequate communication facilities in the province as a basis 
tor any planned programme ot economic and consequent sociul Wtterment. 

It i-» noticed with satisfaction also that some increase lias been possible 
in the Police Grant. It is honed that this will be reflected in a more effec- 
tive control ot the many lawless elements that continue to operate to the 
disadvantage ot the honest citizen. One such development now assuming 
ever more alaiming proportion- is the wave of huii-c- breaking and burglary 
crimes which are terrorising a large percentage of the population of 
Calcutta. 

The Hon’blc Minister lias presented his budget in a spirit of cautious 
optimism There is no doubt that it has evoked a reaction which might he 
described as almost agreeable surmise and certainly of reassurance from 
public opinion, and it is undoubtedly hoped that his forecasts will he abund- 
antly realised and that his campaign tor the improvement in the life of the 
common man may uchieve signal success. 

I ir conclusion. Sir, I would mention that in niv observations 1 have pur- 
posely confined myself to generalities. The special points embracing Agri- 
culture, Income-Tax, Laboui and a host of other important items will be 
more fully dealt with by my colleague on some future occasion. 

Sri BANKU BEHARI MANDAL : *T srffit wtfTO* 

rsttot* ffT? «Rr^m brj fsfa sn'tlwff at® 

CR Rif Z WTO faTR’TT: STTO education ***£•*, gr? snrr «nt*C gTO tlfl TO 

•rn TO yrsTf* » tvs ? fgfa w*ritfSR frro, ftjfsrf at gTOtifl- 

TO 9RT <9*5T separate education fund WTlffTO. W. gTS T il 

WTO a^rrtf TO fund Vi U*rv5 TOt TO fund a? wmTTO WTO 
TO; fight r t rw atfira in zm wtttor a fight 

?Rrr? $TO a* funda* of is i wrs TO fund g*TO wro cwr*r TO-~-al>T 

*t1?5TTO Wl fgfa CR provision *OTR, g1T$ TOC$ TO 

I'aye \Ht of the lied lio<d \ — A non-lapsable fund called the fund for 
promotion of education amongst educationally backward classes bus been 
created- for the purjrose of providing special educational facilities to 
members of the scheduled castes as well as to other educationally backward 
classes including Muslims. The provision for contribution to this fund is 
Rs. iu the cur lent year and Ks. ]<),')t> t 000 in ]!MK-4f). 

RRtTO TOimfM *TOTO CR Secretary circular^ TOCS TO — 

Special educational fund' . — It has Wen decided that there shall be no 
special funds in future for the advancement of education of Muslima, 
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Scheduled Castes, Buddhists, Christians. There should be one consolidated 
fund for promoting the education of those who are educationally backward 
and this will be divided into sections to provide for: — 

(1) Scheduled Castes education of all kinds. 

(2) Women’s education. 

Cl) Muslim education. 

(4 1 Education of backward classes and tribal people. 

at WWl ffjpr 5TOT 1 5m UTO 5C1C5 for 1948-49 ait current 

year a? *rt or»r aw aiiUTsw fifr? 5m i a* it? mrnt ®[TW *£?$ WTOlfTNa s faPT 
Ultff ( *PTO education fund a C*rr5 5C?C5 mt5 CaM WW twin TO[, 

at 5m? *wr 5ca. mro ?e»m amflwl w*swm? — ini snro «tf5?T*ft? a^- 

tyiCW 5C? 1 — am? 5RT $ 5RTR7 ST’-SmTl? sRi ITfi 1*1 8TW 5P5T 5C1C5 I a5t 
I TOTT? fro l fafa a*TC Budget speech C*T1 *C?flR “WWlt? 51” TO, fmj 

irnm i;:c«rc tot ^ iw c? tfwrcwi me*? irorert? sflfe fofa raafa i 
wrwt tfa«RW« 5n?cii c? nfmmr wcicn ar fa a*r? strt ci*? TOrtfa “ifa^r 
rfEPFT ci? an fafi CTf**T TO IT? CICR 1 WT? a*T? at 

wm i . wbi*a f??? i ®u k \i $T?, ®r*C?fw *cdct * m a f i?c? h < T , 5 irtrmii 
aw? w icw, ®rr*TTTO a v i‘*fi*i“l fra n*ain, iror tocst ^ t $rci? c? stipend 
i< 3 ?t 5i, zm ^ **u ®nf? a^5T list «trnim? fafa — 


Post-graduate 

80 

Engineering Col leges i]^ f , 


Arts Collegesa? ,, 

b,\00 

Classes VII — Xa? 

‘t.OOO 

Classes V — Vlv«5 

b^.000 


tt *pto cicacH? ^*rr <ati i at cicacm ■raim i*r itisr to stipend *mi 
thttrui cront ufai cac5 ? srt am? c*ic5 cro \ irtiroi (?) wwca? si^fy 
im? vtcr ifai cwci? nil? a^f5 nrro armies mm a it to 5 ? cnc5? cimr 
smnr? JRT; ana? cro 5i *^ca ?yr? srt i at ?m $r? ctoch? cwn?r m^a 

[11 UnWl unlike East Bengal ?f*F? TOT antW SF31TC?? CTO - faff* 
mm C$T? — scattered 1 2TT? CfCTO V 10 C¥T*T KJ CTO C5*[5 «TTS^P5 51 CWT- 
ryr *m i st? 5m ott mHii cftwi if^ stipend cksit str 5i v synt 

i^Cbt •m^C? •tn CTim wrmm 5?® snre^ — -Indian Dominion Parliament a as^ 
solution acitfun C^t resolution^! Hindusthan Standarda ClflClfW ICTtiJT W € — 

“This Assembly is of opinion that the Government of India should take 
adequate steps for the amelioration of the condition of the Scheduled 
Castes b\ way of providing them with lioyse sites and drinking 
water and also by way of supplementing educational grants 
sanctioned by Provincial Governments.” 

cmcrC't ci am? mi area iwr 5cif5?t ci m 551 aa c^i3*t 5 t$t in mr cn 1 1 — 
pi item srt — amW H*switii mnr 5mcn 5^r 1 «ra c fc5: p 5i to mmafai m r yml 

vqs *T$i >CT0R K W7TO , W f T? WlfWlI C>« >WI fafa W?« 

i, spaic? ci 5mi w m icier, ifnRir an cro ci *t1 am ait fafi aa to I tor n. 

‘atl Maa fic<a Provincial Government ai 1TCT *rrt^Cl CTO1 ITCa a*T!T Wllfm 
FT5 TOl 1WIWI WfCl^ a^n mi directive CTOCfl fw IT Wtl IT, 

tfira trrni im nam 
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snmt Scheduled CsstaM 'll. E. Sch'oo! * «rcr s»o?S and M. E. Sohool 

.qofti nSst twrwoi wft vm ct «itti ct nt am* 

stipend CTMT ?I. 5T CR a*5T definite WAIT til TOl SMt 

• nan? w— a t*tct am tt; question ftnft. Trj CTO TOUT 
wit aft att'afat ttrti aftrt tJNf irttt? i ttcii mtitift tr " 

m STO $7T fTO *T?T? CfOTT TO* KK? TO*T5 HlflKT far? •TO KT a?t 5TCTO TO r?T 
TO 1 a ?TK PR KT S? 1 

3TTO tScheduted Caste CITTO? TOfaT? SF? Wtf’W WTHOTI OTOW TO* 
i TO? CftTOI TO^TO KJ 8$T hostel 4TT? l CKtt TO^TT TO **o *K CTO I TO 
TOT n ^TO T ? CTO *8* 9R; nfTO ?T*K? etrfrl TOC?* «*at TO KT 9 TO^T 

•nr? kt i snfa snro *?fi — stck? srt. n*sKrn? cto?t crcs \fa?TO 

•nr?, cnt pkt to a?JT hostel w err? i 

•tfaCTO TOT? ?¥TT — 7*T f T i W TO^TO? CTOTO 5RT ?*|»eeittl fund C?K TO 
5 ? a?* OT .?rfy,? cns?T r? i a nrcr* «nfa aofnfo? w*t?, jrrrc K*?fl a?t Education 
Minister TO 5 ! TOFT? TOfri n?T STTTKK a STK special^ fund fat? 
a?t n?T 5 > ?CTCf? TOTCK? SRT social fund TO?? I TOT? «RJ*T? up-lift of 
Scheduled Caste a? y=TT «TT ?TTT C?? Hcjwrate TO ?far ATI 

Scheduled Castoa? ?rc$ *t t „late $fCK? C?tTOTyTI 

TO*?! mr? a??, cm?? far? Wr to? ??, to ^?t nrfCKT'fr? Tifr? $ min 

?3?r 

Sri HI MANTA KUMAR BASU : TOtf? Speaker 

tot??, crrf? K^t toTto wm ?fa to* 1? arafafo? *ro? a? ?tt&$- ?ttstt topi &n*nfnff 

y ?; CT 5 ? I TO«t TO TO?T JW? »?T*n? 7 T TO TOtf, FTt •?T? 1 ?n TOTTO SftTO? *K?- 

cm **x ?«?t SfRM cntfw cto ?~t*n tot ?t*to1? to r^tot a?t cnt TOT 
TO TO?T TO?T >0 9R CTO W 5 ?^T, TO at ICSTfr 6 a«fTC?? IT fw; y T' ? Ty? t # 

(jr ?nTOt ??: St^i totc?? *na*t ictoich? aw cror Jt^5! to to?t 

icitfi ?^?T? f?C?“H TOT? CTO < 3 Tm TO Q TO TOtTOT flT TO SI KICK? CTOTt fKTO 
TOTCT Kim TO W Sf^ 5 l t?JTO? TOKTiflC? CK 1 ? TO fUT, tOTfi TOT SVt 

Wt^z TO?T tot TOf?, to n^r<inr? cror? «ttot nt??ty^-- nml? fro «TW 
to •?T? - t? to^ii 5 ??^t «nt? irfr «n tot ac*?rr?t jr? fro re? i «?TOtTf 5 T 
wz* « CTO trc?r 1 tot? k?tt? to *rrr?i totck? far to? c? cto to— nr* 
nfafaf ?r lw afi 5 ^Tc??^TO — r to?tt totoT tohk? ym i 

unfaT? wfafs? kto? totkI ?wto? m r? < 1^5 nfaro toctr, cto ckck? 
?«far? «ttot fac?^i to antm tot? far; *r*m<s rtcan ^ K*a1-nr ?t rcan nrf5* 

{T5tK? fav a»n*T TOT? CTOT l?r?tbT5 TO ?T, iT?? IT TOST KKTTT KTHfi? TOT< CTO*WlK 
t c anlt l H nTO? afa^r wrr mt? a?t totck? fan ckTOT? “ All fwa’cr to the 
Indian people" —at TO C? nTO CRltTOR, r lafa? KT? TJ«qT ?T rfal 
at 5n KTR CKTO TOntT ?fa TO ff?, 5T? CTO?, fTOIT! TtCBnl TO? TOT 
?t?t fa? « cto? m fro. farTTfa? « Kfafr? S K nn r sc ns irrcrmwaw 

TSTO TO I* TTfa TOT a?T fa>TO ?t?, TO »TCTO? 9 Am? Sf? TOHcK? K^K « falfT* 

ctoto? to a*far?lKr aero, rrr? rmwncn? mtt**, srf^r. K « t t Kfa# s mvffaT 

9 fa>T* f4^5 KC?, rPST CT fa*5?A I TOTCK? KfaltH? KC?T t*TCK? 

fat^ W 4 f^fTWT 5*ICn? TOC*? C? TOE? StTO f TSmTT STTOK, TO n*Qf5T $f? CTTIT 
TTWfa K?T facy flm— * famine? KTC? I 4 TO? TO 5T?t njRT 4F^p*TOl 
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wfa t t toto I 6 < m facro* wmv-fmm tfmm to fro «&fa 

a? fair* ttw TOfa n fwn to fro tot ?87T? rot cro 

vrtl 47 fro toc< J&rfOTs* tttS 7f?i7 CTf=i i wttc?? wt row. crow® 

# TT^TT 4C7W ?$7T ?T?T 7T7TI £[17 JSfTTO? C7? 7r«j|fa fa7$fa7 TO TOW |«TC TO7 
CTO C7? <P$C7 71? *TTl TTRT* TO fTTTO 7$C7 TOW I 

*b8b 7TOT TTTTi fa*7C7? 4TW1*1 faTOX? ?fOT7 ! 7T?7 7T*77 TOTO SRC*? 

7fa7 irr^?r ifpn? 7TTfa7 ttttt 5 ) 77ctw? cttI tifa^7 tttt?? i ?rrf i r?p npiff tV o* 

7TO6 7[7 WTO* C7*tfT? 7 fvl?^ 77T, TO 5? C7 fa? 7&71? TO Kf77lC7 Tll^ C7? TO 

7C?7 fntTO TOC7 TO; *>«&*? 3TOT fa*7C77 7? TTfTTT? TO7 ^ 7$ f7*7C7 ^TTflRt 

5TC7 C?87T 57, fa*$ «lT M fSH bHi?1*7*t «OTT? 77TTO Stsft?f77 Sri?? 71? TO < 37 ?? fa37fa7 * 
TO 7C$ C7 £?7T7T73 tg:7-7Wfa 5?? 7l?T7 fTC? TC^l 7TC$t ?ffW7 %|?T? 7157&T 
Cuntroled Capitalist System a faro 5? e New Economic Policy 

?i N. E. P. $rc«t tt^s 5?i a *psi 47fro fasrol f77 3 * g ?i ' c?4 rot ttft, 

BRTfTO WTO 8 7T?C?3 7f?7T73 7C*T 77T 1 TOTTO 7*7;— <W t fa$ » TTflT? 3®T, OTfa 

tt; wi?-^:c«,? fro 7*H7 to Tfro-^w STfars wt^t tt) — fat? & SfagTro 
C7 *7T 7*7^ Un^z TOW?? faf? TOTTC T^CSTl 77R, fro? T’Sl-nSTC* America 
'S British^* Agent TO Tfafa® TOW? I fa*$ fofa fa *£8* 3TT7 fTr?r«t7 
role play TOlfatT? ZJ TOTT^ $17 CTO?? CTfa? ST?77fa C7 fa?Tt> 17fa«77 
7t?f57 TOfa7, 7T 7T7* 7?T7 $RT 7*T?T 7*TW? 3$ TTWfWT 5 ^fjTO TTH* TOT?f? 71? 
CTTTSrl sgTOPTO 7*r?T fa*?TW77 TO Tfafas TO «gf7 TO TO^7 m Wt 71? TlTO 

nroifncr? to? jtthttot? ttto*c7 ottto tI ctoct? cy srtro fro 

7T?fa? ,7T? TO 2TTE «T< CTTf^ C7TTO 7TOTC3 TO TOTC7 5? ?lt 71? 7l?T JRTT?!?:^ 
?^!C7 C? C*W?T TO? 37 T*t 7C??. (HTm 7T»C7TS[T? f¥7? C7?7 8 TTWTJCTT*? C ?T?T 

fiRTTTOTO C7T7R TO? ?fit TTTOfa'fl 37 WlTO 8 CTRTtas TOTfa? «TCTO f%* 
J?faTO U<tWCA 7T 3?Tf37 TOW I fofa 7tCSC7? «WUn?1 TOR? 57? 75T77T7 TOW? 1 
«WIff7f?«*tR? ST$R? CTOTC7 rfwz TO 7*TR? 3^R? TOT? 77?C7 fa^RR 7?C7 fai;?m 
fatTTCTT? ?t~?5t? ®fr*5?T* l 7*1? TTftr 1 ? 3CS3 fa 7C?7 *f?1? C??? ®U?T? 

a??gn w <tt? cro? toto fnt ?r. fa*^ cynfa ^ « w?ttoc? s tt?t? 
JW? 77? 7tcsmr| TTTOTfa TO?, 7TC7 a? 7TO^7 ?T TO TO^T? 7T I ?^?T T^TT? W 
ymi dN ?7fT ff7 ?Tl ^ 

7l7 TO? ?*<g C7rHK7 STW? ?$faT? ?Cf5C7 “ A catalogue of empty promises "tf 
ro f?RT TOW?1 71? 77T? C7t$7 C?T7 7?^I t ?tWfSTC7 47% 77T TTW — “A liar 
begins with ninj^ug falsehood,. appear like'truth aud ends with making truth 
itself appear like falsehood". 

4 ?f73 v c?/ ?7Tfa? crrro ?tt^ 7 ?mt5 to?t nT f ro g RT Tfi, tpro tt?, 3f7 

?^T? TTtTT? f??7. ?;:7-?^?Xr7lfa7 5F?TOT?C7? TOC? 7^7 SfTOJ f??lt> f??T5— 

7TCTO? TOW— catalogue of empty promises * «rn?r TO ^ IWfa C T fc 

7X7 7X7 5l7[ ?1? ?f? ^f?, RTTfX, C77, f7T*t ?7t77? TXCTt*? 57T 7l7 •RfaTT^t C7Xt5 
TO? TO f?C7W7. 777 R7^7 7T? 7? TO? ?TT7T? 7T?1 ?f^[ 8 Ttfa SRTTRRWl? ?rf 
CR T? rC? 8 «Hl?rC? 77tC7? t ?^7. 737? TOW. 77? 7^7 TO 7TTO ? t fR?^7t gTTtft fl 
TO 7?77 77TT7T 77Xf'77 TOVl'TO . 7W3 * 777X71 TTRf 77T7 TTtfajf ’ 

*m$ TO?T?I Trtt 77? fa ?H t'wCT. 77? ^17 ffS l TO 7^ TO 7T? 8 

7T$3 57T? TO TOfa7, C7TTO7 TTWWt TO7 7TW fa? TOft^ fa 7*7^f TO7 TfTO 

fact ifc? W ^7? 7>*y5lW? TtfatT Tffal^TOSTl TTftTO^TT^RT ^%pWofaap^ C77l 
fan? Tlfrrt <RT TITO.CTO TO? 7Tt*f %7 T X TOW TO 1 
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®*P*y P romilte _ mri'nn am iwmft t®Tronr m ^ n ww 
ro® tfroy rot Micro. b*itto «n ficro® ctototo wn ®ro Congna* « 

' 1 WR TO*8tW » catolpgue of empty pronSse* «CT TOTOf Mm, 

' ciw n£i \ SfKfatf sr ncf cro i 

^ aigl * 3<T wprt* roiMg® imu bt® ttcs? ®ygri icroro c® 

<w »WT *lfg *«ITO C® TOW nf®TOTOT® ®TB ItlC® Bit TOOKTO ®T TOCOT 

gA ft pro row ®i «t rowt oot! tot® ®t ®?® croc®® ®tV ®cw* ®#t tt a m 

<■’ '* '•TUPHei qn TOT TO 5 TT* awfl? ®^T TOTOJ TOT ®T* it T*? C® ^C ® | ‘I C®I ® 8 T f®C* 

"w# mfTW 5 ^w tncct 6 to. sws ^ nfi¥**rer t&n atn fir ^ 

*1**™*+ fxr*rx csuffb ^ *«#» a*® *f®— grew® rollht ixtwTto 

‘fcther^We n»^w ®T«»<mi tm wwws to fW® wotTTO? ng ®n 
^tTiy 1 ****' 1,1 w B!,t *c* row. Pt® 8 ®r iiiv urcm to nci? ^;ji fjjnj# 

«n<i « WTO ® it«d? 4® wiin 5w ®c®t® i $®t® *»cw 440 troll 8tro t<!<H wt$5 
fm ntnt Y wn to®?-®® im ww® c®t. gr t* to*®? m imtcto 

tpc*w wWw roro T*vi it®* to'hTp* rfrm c® tot® »ro} im vcmti 
^ wt roro V* aWta ®w aw sr®r*t® toT®T®w to®Tb ®tf 
** 3 " <*twi rofg ® 8 t®® ayB row >ct: tot wto® w — arororor® wrrr wfii 

wf^ aror® Scir® *<J» a*®r c® i;®; nfwn-*^ a, gRurtnw? tro® a*Tfw iTu fti f w , 
"wafipwl to wean ® wciun aromra stromir* Sr a f a g an a 5a *tw nami ! 
fltf CiWl C¥W 'Xnst six 

CTTrf ® «fWf TOW® TOT St*® TOCTKI WrtW 

* ' *H gT «*•** « V«T trfn STTOT 1 TOT TOTOTO tit® 4 Vt»TOm« 

ifmift \Tk-i frorStwe vt*t? awiro ®fw ®ro mror tow* to^» tt ®wt nrfit ®ri 

f*TO TO! TOWn® TOTT® "TOT WCTO ®t«n C® reactionary 6JTBJ ®^ 5 g ^yn, WWW 
ito w H^ afTO *rf>ro wm TO>rwt» a®f®t» tro® towtot ® aroft k 
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H IT l R ClWl Wf"W 8TR1 UT^n^STlW *<M S¥ IT WITH STKT inj^RF 
^TT* 4M WO'W CTOF TOT TO CfF/TO <191*1* SlflfHW l$TI 4lt atlTR 8TTO |J£T9 \t 
*fo to r I* men i TO «rt to n R*rc leprosy fmy im w mi i ward 

«TTf cut TO advanced T B. easeil* TOT CTO fTOI <TTOT n ITTO 

T. B rTOc *nc totr mUr* nr»fR»$ m T gfro r t to cto* a* toW 
TO TOTO ITf&R CTO? CTOTR TO CTO^ TO*fT If. TOTCf TO TO TOT *Ttf 
®Tf? <Tt5TT I3TO afTO TOTG CR&T ¥f "Cff I 

ffs-ro tor* ito TO cf TO; TO; f!f an to act TOj TO ftoro t*^ ?ii 

WTOTT HTTOf TO W 1*1 flf ' «t If Cf*t1 i aTO CTO IS^WP&f a*tlT 

TOTORT SSfT $f&$ fTC5 WfWS TOPH 3t ffl-TO TOlf fTTOT TO^R? I 

nt« #<T ffTTf mDt . Ta<ji C<*<1 fflTTf TOTO7T <!t I 

Mr. SPEAKER : Your time i« up. 

Sri HEMANTA KUMAR BA8U : TOT? Iff T TO TOR l Wtf TOSTW ffTBT 

TOlf aft5 TO ftf R fa TOT^ TOTTO WS v T 2R ^ t fTO glTOI CTO Cf TOT 
<Tt*TT CTO RTR tTOflTO TO TOT «Htf MR $CTO TOft I 

Only a lew month* ago Mahatma Gandhi observed: — “I will give you a 
Talisman. When you are in doubt or the self heroine* too much with you* 
apply the tollowiug test Recall the face ot the poorest and the weakest 
mun whom you may have seen, ami ask yourself it the step you contemplate 
is going to he ot any use to him Will lie gain anything by it? Will it 
re-ton* him to a control over hi- own life and destiny ? In other w*ords, will 
it lend to Swaraj for the hungry and spiritually starving millions? Then 
you will find your doubt and your sell melting away”. 

Shaikh MOHAMAD RAFIQUE: Mi speaker. Sir, a- is the custom 
1 aUn i « > i n in die » horus and c ongi atulato the Finance Minister on the 
presentation ot the budget tor the year l!t4S-4ih 1 eongrutulate him because 
with the changes m the Ministry it i- not possible lor us to know* who is 
responsible foi the framing ot the budget. But, Sir. I congratulate him on * 
his courage and boldness in carrying somebody * child and claiming it as 
bis own. That also requires courage. Whoever trained the budget, there 
is much tor the Muslims to think and reflect and to read between the line* 
ot the Finance Ministers statement which he made while presenting the 
budget before this House. * 

Sir, we are all accustomed to a deficit budget. It in not the first time 
that u deficit budget has 1 hm*i» presented on the floor ot, the House. We hud 
many occasions previously when deficit budgets were ptesetited, and a deficit 
of one crorc is not much But. Sir, in ^he past when a deficit budget was 
presented there were al-o redeeming features which reflected in improvement 
works, in new- construction work and in providing amenities of life to the 
citizens of Bangui, There were grunt* to < hantablc institutions, contribu- 
tions to educational institutions and establishment of new hospitals, contri- 
bution and grants to private institutions which wanted to construct hospitals 
and many other redeeming feature* which are conspicuously absent in the 
present budget. 

Sir, I hud that the whole income of the province is to be *j>eiH in meal- 
ing the expenditure on salaries of the staff who collect these revenue* for us. 

A cui-ory jHanee at the budget, income and cxpcifrliturc. will show you that 
the revenue receipt is -11,18 lakhs and the revenue expenditure Tl,9(i lakhs, 
and in close examination ot th** budget expenditure will show that* practically 
the entire sum of this revenue receipt wilLbe spent in meeting the salaries 
of the staff ofjfae Government. There is no programme ot national uplift 
or ot raising ftpi«tandard of .living of ordinary men. It wa* really a bad 
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day in the history of Bengal when the gentlemen Bitting opposite cast their 
votes in favour of partition of Bengal knowing fully well that the entire 
burden of administration of West Bengal will fall on the city of Calcutta. 
The people who raised the cry of united Bengal were howled down and dub- 
bed as traitors. 1 am sure our friends do realise today that those who were 
howled down as traitors were also inspired with no less patriotic motives 
than the gentlemen opposite. Moreover, they had greater foresight and they 
had more experience of the administration of this province. Sir, the air- 
conditioning of the Writers’ Buildings, which had been given priority 
number one, lias not effected any improvement for the better amongst our 
Ministers. (The Hon’ble Sri Bhupati Majumdar : It has been dropped 
altogether.) It is surprising that whereas in the budget you find that none 
of the items of works which were undertaken by the previous Government 
have been completed by the present Government, the construction work in 
Writers’ Buildings has been completed. Not only that, the whole system of 
electrification has been changed from direct current to alternating current 
and at a heavy cost, which perhaps the Finance Minister will tell you, though 
as the Hon’ble Minister says the air-conditioning of the Writers’ Buildings 
has been dropped. 

Sir, the Ministry has shuffled and reshuffled during the short period of 
six months, quite possibly on the question of policy, and perhaps on account 
of the eagerness of the members sitting opposite to get into high offices. 
Since the day of partition, the Muslims arc anxiously awaiting a clear expo- 
sition of the policy of the Government of West Bengal towards the Muslim 
citizens of West Bengal. It appears that, notwithstanding the declaration 
of loyalty by Indian Muslims, the treatment meted out to them is differen- 
tial and discriminating. No doubt the life of t he Muslim minority in West 
Bengal is sufe at present, but the systematic process of placing obstacles in 
their daily walk of life is making them desperate and nervous. The gradual 
cancellation of ration shop licenses on flimsy grounds, refusal of permits of 
consumer goods, expression of inability to grant them any export or import 
quota, are thing* which are increasing their anxiety and forcing them to 
believe that there is u well-orgunised scheme of making their stay in West 
Bengal economically impossible. Hundreds of young men employed in 
various professions are being taken for detention from the busted every day 
under the Security Act, while their dependants are allowed to rot outside 
bereft of their daily necessities of life and with nobody to look after them. 
The houses belonging to Muslims are forcibly occupied and police help is 
not given to remove the trespassers In this connection I may draw the 
attentlW of the members to the occupation of the house which belonged to 
one of our ex-Ministers and which has been trespassed and in spite of his in- 
fluence aud best efforts lie has not got it back as yet. He had been to the 
Prime Minister as well as other Ministers and the Commissioner of Police. 
This is the condition prevailing in the city which has made adverse "impres- 
sions on the Muslims and they have become panicky. You will la* surprised 
to learn that during the last few months over a lakh 
of Muslims have left Calcutta : near about 30.000 have 

gone to East Bengal and the rest to Bhopal, Hyderabad and Karachi and 
other places. These people are not Pakistanis. They have been here for 
generations, and it was with tears in their eyes that they had to leave the 
place of their birth. They found the doors closed to them on all sides and 
they could not carry on their business. If you look into the steady cancel- 
lation of food and cloth licenses of the Muslims, you will be surprised to 
find a large number of such licenses belong to the Muslim community. 
The recent enactment of repmSive and discriminatory measures such as the 
Security Act, the Premises Eviction and Acquisition Act, etc., which are 
more subversive in character than those which we were accustomed to in the 
past, have accelerated the pace of emigration and exodus from the city. No 
doubt to this exodus of peace-loving Muslims no publicity has been given. 
We do not want to create excitement and panic. This state of depression 
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has been augmented by the indiscriminate arrests of Muslims when the 
eomntfWal organisations were declared unlawful. Many prominent Muslims 
including M.L.A.s and their relatives were arrested simply liecause they had 
at one time or other attended the meetings of the Muslim National Guard 
or of the Muslim League. Many of them were arrested because they bore 
similar names to those who were wanted by the police. And in this connec- 
tion I may tell you that one respectable Punjabi merchant, Haji Muhammad 
Siddiq. was arrested because the police list contained the name of one 
Muhammad Siddiq Omer. He was kept in detention for a week and released 
when the mistake was discovered. People have been arrested though the 
police knew very well that there was nothing against them. They have been 
kept in detention just tor the purpose that they may he terror-stricken. If 
I remember aright it was in November last that the Government of West 
Bengal declared that the cases of Muslim* arising out of the Calcutta riots 
would be withdrawn except those of a very serious nature. Similar declara- 
tions were made by the Government of East Bengal. The object of that 
declaration was to give members of the two communities an opportunity to 
readjust their relations in the new situation that has arisen after the parti- 
tion of the countn and the dawn of independence An announcement was 
made that a high judicial officer was l**ing appointed to examine and review 
each case individually and impartially and submit his report to the Govern- 
ment who will, on his recommendation, withdraw such cases as will merit 
it. An assurance was also given that in considering the rases no communal 
or other considerations will influence judgment. This exposition of Govern- 
ment policy was welcome. The Muslims of West Bengal have no represen- 
tation in the provincial police, judiciary, administrative services or even in 
the Cabinet, and it «ia expected that those cases would he dealt with fairly 
ami ju*tl\. A Calcutta newspaper has published some facts and figures in 
connection with the riot ruses only three or four days ago stating the glaring- 
ly partial treatment and the manner m which action lias been taken against 
the Muslims ini [d mated in offences oven of a minor character. In the 
Calcutta Police Court there wore Iff cases pending against the Hindu* and 
against 2 of them charges had been framed All those cases were withdrawn 
1"! reasons of State and public pohc\ It included in the list the Kova- 
bazar murder case and the Jubilee Institution murder case with eye-wit- 
nos^os The cases against the Musims number <»•*!, and none of them baa 
been withdrawn. In Alipore Court there were 147 cases of which 95 were 
against Hindus. Of those 90 were withdrawn and the remaining 5 ended 
in acquittal. The cases against the Muslims are continuing except^some 
very few where the offences were of a minor character. Si i , at Seuldah there 
were 88 cases whete J14 were implicated and at Howrah there were '^48 case*. 
Not one of these cases has been withdrawn, though, Sir, it is said that the 
Government of \\ est Bengal had withdrawn riot cases. We understand 
now that when the Government said that riot cases had been withdrawn they 
meant riot cases against the Hindus and not against the Muslims. The de- 
claration was so cleverly worded that it gave an impression that the cases 
against Muslims had been withdrawn just as the neighbouring State had 
withdrawn cases against the Hindus in East Bengal, Sir, those cases against 
the Muslims are continuing except very few where the offences, as I said, 
ire of a minor nature. Such action on the part of the Government does not 
tend to enhance the reputation of the Government for its impartiality and 
fair dealing. The past with its bitter memories should la* buried. Theft? 
IS much to forget and forgive on both sides am! it should be the duty of the 
Government, to create confidence and friendly feeling and to help people 
usher in a new. era of communal amity. 

Compare this happening against the background of the provisions made 
tn the budget. Whereas these things are taking place on one aide, we find 
that no provision iia* been mad^in the budget for the education of Muslims, 
ao provision Jias been made in the budget for contribution to the charitable 
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institutions bearing Muslim names, no provision has been made to hospitals 
which bear Islamic names. Sir, what has surprised me is that whereas a 
grant of 2 lakhs 3(i thousand was provided in the last budget for the Islamia 
Hospital which has been doing very good work for the last twenty years, 
even that money has not been paid, nor any mention of it has been made in 
the present budget. I always understood that charity and relief do not re- 
cognise any distinction of caste, colour and creed. When we give a beggar 
something we give it because we feel for his suffering. We never try to find 
out if he is a Muslim or a Hindu. We always see that he needs it. His 
sufferings are so great that he merits our sympathy. But it has surprised 
me that the Government in making this provision of grants has discriminat- 
ed against the Islamia Hospital because it bore an Islamic name. It has 
not provided anything for the Calcutta Muslim Orphanage; it has not pro- 
vided anything for the Anjumani Mafidul Anjumau Islam 
because the institutions have Islamic names. It is no fault 
of the patients if these institutions bear Islamic names. 

They were not responsible for the names. And who will 

suffer^ — the poor people who have nothing to do with the name of the insti- 
tutions but with the work of the institutions. It a grant had been made, 
these hospitals would have continued to give service to suffering humanity 
irrespective of caste, colour or creed. 

Sir, as 1 have ulready said, in the budget the one impression which will he 
very glaring and which immediuteh strikes you is that the whole amount, 
derived from revenue is spent on paying the salaries of the Ministerial staff. 
How is this income derived!" It >ou look at the lump sum income from 

different heads, you will find that we realise h crores ot rupees from licences 

issued for the sale of country spirit, foreign liquor, wine, opium, etc Com- 
pare this income from immoral sources, Sir. with what our leader, whose 
death has been mourned at the first page ot the Hon'hle Minister’s speech, 
Mahatma Gandhi, always said. He was tor total prohibition. He wanted 
that we should stop totally the sale ot liquor, opium and fjaiijo in the coun- 
try. As a matter of fact, many Congress-governed provinces had taken up 
the initiative in this work and in Madras prohibition has been introduced. 
And what are we who are the loudest in our worship of Mahatmaji’s ideals 
doing here . today? We are living upon the income of this tainted money, 
money derived from the issue of licenses for the sale of liquor, opium ami 
ii on) a. This is a thing which makes me hang my head in shame though 
my friends urc feeling jubilant about it It was our duty to stop totally 
the sale of these intoxicants. Instead of remedying tiiis evil the Finance 
Minister of the Government of West Bengal has said that Saturday will be 
a dry day; you cannot buy liquor on Saturday. Visit the liquor *hops on 
Friday evening and you can see the nueue of people standing to buy at one 
time their total consumption for two (lays. The sale of liquor has increased 
and next year when we meet you will find that you have-realised more than 
5 crores oi rupees b\ way of license from the sale of liquor, fjanja and opium. 

Similarly, Sir, you will find that we have not stopped race gambling. 
The partial remedy or initial step needed for race gambling has been applied 
in the case of the sale of liquor. Race gambling and races should have been 
stopped on Saturdays and holidays. Instead of doing that the Government 
has stopj>ed the sale of liquor ou Saturdays. If, Sir, the races had been 
banned on Saturdays and holidays you would have found that less people 
go to the races and spend less^f their income in gambling than what they 
are doing today. As our revenues from these sources will suffer, Govern- 
ment has not thought it proper to restrict racing on Saturdays and holidays. 

I now come to entertainment tax. I think vou must hive also frequent- 
ed cinema houses and have waited for hours and hours to tfet a ticket stand- 
ing in queues. Each of these houses is making 15 to 2ft thousand every 
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week and what are we getting from them? Nothing compared with their 
income, Sir. Our rate of amusement tax is very low, and we do not get 
whole of it. 

Sir. while on this point I will draw your attention to a greut injustice 
which has l»een done to us hv the Finance Minister in concealing actual 
figures of income. I find he is trying to show less income from these sources 
than would actually accrue because he wants to show at the end of the year 
that he has brought the province to prosperity. The deficit of one crore of 
rupees has been wiped off and actual receipts show he has landed us with a 
surplus of 2| crores of rupees. This statement of mine is corroborated by 
the figures from the budget which I will give you. Entertainment tax 
realisation has been shown for the last six months at 30 lakhs of rupees and 
for the whole year the tax from entertainment is shown at 40 lakhs. Here 
the Finance Minister has pocketed more than Rs. 10 lakhs which he will be 
showing ut the end of the year. Similarly, betting tax realised for the last 
six months from August to 31st March is shown at 70 lakhs and for the 
whole year it is estimated at IK) lakhs. Why not show 1 crore and 40 lakhs 
based on the actual ucccleiated late of realisation Y Here also a large sum 
of money is concealed. 

Sir, the amount of realisation from tax on sale of motor spirit is shown 
as Rs. 40 lakhs while for 12 months it is shown as Rs. GO lakhs. Who does 
not know that petrol rationing has been relaxed!' We are getting double 
the quantity of petrol we used to get a few months hack. We are con- 
suming double the quantity of petrol that we used to consume before and so 

paving double the lax in total than before Then wh\ has the income 

gone downy If we were realising Rs. 40 lakhs for six months, we should 
In* realising four times that amount during the year because our income 
during the period from August to December should have been Rs. HO lakhs; 
if the present system of petrol rationing would continue, we shall he getting 
Rs. 1 croie and 20 lakhs from the sale of motoi spirit in the next year. 

Sir, I come next to the Motor Vehicles Act realisations which present a 

diferent stun . We are realising Rs 3(i lakhs on behalf of Calcutta Cor- 
poration and pay the Calcutta Corporation only Rs 4,50,000. Morally and 
legtlly the entire amount belongs to the Calcutta Corporation because we are 
mete collecting agencies. Calcutta Corporation bus become u target of 
public criticism and Government enquiries and has fullen on bad davs, 
but still it is being robbed on all sides by everybody. The Corporation 
is Doing robbed by Government, by the assessees, licensees, the 
lion** owners in Calcutta and by everybody, by me and Mr. Gupta all alike. 
(Laughter.) The gentlemen now adorning the Government benches have, 
when they were sitting in opposition not many months ago, always claimed 
that the Corporation should be more fairly treated and should be given at 
least 5() per cent, of the amount which is realised by the Government from 
motor taxes. What a wonderful change when you cross the floor! 

Sit, while on the one hand we have been denied any grant for Madrassahs, 
for otr educational institutions, for hospitals, we find that the Finance 
Minister is very fond of music. Two institutions hearing the same name, 
Sangit Yidyalaya. have been promised substantial grants at two places while 
anotho* music school has been given grant. Of course my friends will 
correct me but I understand these are institutions where music is taught and 
sung. Eerhaps the grants ure made so that the constant worries of the 
Government may he temporarily allayed by these institutions. 

The only constructive proposal contained in the budget relates to com- 
pletion of last year’s work and provision for reconstruction of houses of 
ototei-dwellers and middle class people. Sir, I shall just take you back to 
appendit B of the list of original works. Tou will find that ail the* 

- t«« wm 
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liad been provided in the last bit%et as well as that of 1946-47 by the pre- 
vious Government. I shall take you to the first item “Installation of elec- 
tric light and fans in the additional top tioor of the Bengal Survey office/’ 
If you just turn to the first page of the list, appendix A of last year s budget 
and the explanatory notes, you will find exactly a similar item except that 
the amount was different from what it was. A big amount has been pro- 
vided for each of the items “Reserve for minor works under different heads/’ 
If you total them up, they also become a very big figure. You will find 
again “Construction of a stable at Government House,” I do not know bow 
many years it will take for the construction of a stable at Government House, 
Darjeeling. Then there is air-conditioning of Government House. Of 
course in Government House there must be air-conditioning. Then comes 
construction of an additional storey in Writers’ Buildings. These very 
items were found in the last year’s budget and year previous. These are 
indeed not additional items which my friends could say are progressive 
works which the new Government had undertaken. Sri Reman ta Kumar 
Basu stated that Janab Khuda Bukhsh had said that this budget was full 
of empty promises. I think, Sir, Janab Khuda Bukhsh used a mild expres- 
sion. It is not a budget of empty promises but it is a budget of no promises. 
Even if there were empty promises that would be something, at least better 
than no promises at all. Rupees 50 lakhs have been provided tor the con- 
struction of houses for the middle class people and Rs. 50 lakhs for bustee- 
dwellers. You will find, Sir, in a recent publication of proceedings of the 
Calcutta Improvement Trust that the Trust has spent about Rs. 5,25,000 for 
the construction of 100 rooms on the land which belonged to the Calcutta 
Improvement Trust. A hundred rooms meant accommodation for 50 families 
at a cost of over Rs. 5 lakhs. Therefore Rs. 50 lakhs will give sufficient 
accommodation for 500 families. Is that sufficient and is that enough!’' 
Similar provision had been made during the last three years under different 
heads and God knows what will happen to this provision also. I challenge 
the Government that this money will not he spent. Next year when we 
meet for t he budget discussion Government will come and say: “We bad 
made this scheme. We have gone on with the scheme; we have made pre- 
paration, hut the matter is pending with the Land Acquisition Collector. 
‘We have not been able to get the land and (if the land was available) we 
have not been able to get the materials, hut the money is t here and we are 
anxious that this construction should be made". This 80 lakhs will remain 
as it is and will he merged in the closing balance of the year. 

(At this stage the member reached the time-limit but was allowal to 
continue/ 

Sir, the people of Calcutta who contribute 80 per cent, of the retenue 
have a right to know what has Wen done for them. There are no sclemes 
for the construction of hostels for the students. There is acute scare tv of 
accommodation in the city, and students come from the neighbouring places 
hut they find no accommodation. The ( barges of mess and rooms »re so 
high that they find it difficult to pay. The Government should have made 
some arrangement for these students and for the construction of hostels for 
them. 

Lastly i would just make an appeal to my friends sitting opposite We 
are in a microscopic minority and can make no effective changes. I would 
appeal to them just to settle up the differences amongst themselves. We 
are really worried over the changes in the Ministry every now anl then. 
We are uot anxious to be MinisteyS ourselves. Let us have a stable Minis- 
try, so that we may know where we stand and we may know what is the 
policy of Government. Whoever comes makes his own constructon and 
states his own policy you never know where you stand. So let tbire he a 
'^ble Ministry and let the Muslims know how they are going to W treated 

ed Oiarovince, socially, economically and culturally. 

ing in qu%s 
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«ri NltHAMTI MAJMi : a# -rtmt vttn. wwnn 

am*?? w ofc w i if? to a^#? cacti ro W* •ntrol »Mw< 

&nrr — to art? aca tot? niff?, an itfteif fa?5 fro— 

CTTO TOC?? Cl? TOT? «f 1T*1 TO TOT IClff? TO ?fca?f? TOJf — aiTO ^¥T ffcft 
MlC? CUT? TO*fT TOOR, CTTC? TOT? HC? fTOW flCTl 1 ST? * TO * 1 fTTO frTOT, 
IT ITf? f H T TO l Siai TO, CHll i a l TO Sialyl $ $CTO$ TO TOT? ??T fPft? 
aTT?, Ca5T a? ^«&8tr-8<& TO1 fTTOti) CHR WIT? 3RT a?CI5? ffJTOtf fTTO? oiTMU'ga C? 
nr art a&T n? s?c«t? fmi at to to a?5T f?m fro — acfm in tout ant 
fro ci bwu to at ifa?ac?? Safe ?nc in, hut ®rr*TT iciffim cat ifnsRCf? 

Ctf? « TOt IT HtTO TOTO rt l TO 1?*H «T*CT$T 1*1 TO. TOTW1 CTO1 TOTl fl^C'fCTO 
•fljn imct> f?*^ 13 a 4 cum *$>Tf s cTf£? am an fia oo an 5 th, ta 5 i t ainro 
ncaiS to ht fern 80 an 5 th 1 imt» amroc arm irro rofr in o* chIC 
an of Him 5 th hi tot o c?t 51 trtr an f o cum 5 th nal^ sn & c?t 51 5 th h??i? 1 ? 
nro? TO! a 5 T Hra? life? ficiral i ?tesa assl-aro tot? inn nr iCTta? 
tot? Hfafs? firm it cun at if?m fir?? faf*cc to aner i 

an fwi htt if? i fanr cnro ffim u am fcnfa toots w ccrar fa*&?t mn i 

a5T TO1T wppat urift Wg$ 1 iff, an ai^T CHI ITT ITT IT CJTTO 3*TO TO1T aiVCt ? TO 

anfa ?f? i fann cnca chi? ht toI tot 5 M n i to hut canff f?? tot 
5 ? fann ajafnc c?f amr-tf'Sirc 6 i^nraliTiri? im if^ an 5 th fmro htt nn? ht 
TO 1 ? i a 5 r f? TOTcn am awn fin a?? Hfafci itoic? aura caarf? it ; nrfa 
TOT H'lffTO fcfl TOTOT HTTl^f? ^ 1 C H, fHJ «^cn fill fof? 5?1 CTO 5 C 5 fTOCfll 
fcfi ci HT'tlalm htt to an 5 th fanr? in inf Him a nr c*m nrm firo 
ctoct grRTfni aim to a?i>T fncn 5ro? it hi m f iw . wrafu iroi ii^ironi 
Ificnm oo rrgrn 5 th an iWro fmcnclro 8o tot? 5 th o ^o toti 5 th 
nl^ircn wjcfl snr aro Him. fnj nT^irci? ith hit — ci cmro fcf? fro 
9 ? Him — rof inaT fro mrafc? toto totto c*n itc ?5 ifcr cron nt an 
1 TT?T ITT? Irtt-TOT 11 C?fH# ffClS an •nT’C CHfl^f sr^T cuff IT I f 

ai^TTTOT hi cm totto Hit to Him, i^n. cnHS o hI vto i totc? irflt- 
enn afiac me? toit afmci TOf ten t mi^ cue? it? cctto htt wiri 

C 1 *T, HTTRT *fri*ft Hfc Cm flCFl CT 1 TT? f?f? HI CTO RlflTfC, ITORlf?. TO*, fTOT 

a irfasn, ?i fn£ ?c^ ccTc?. totto af ifsnwi cats? cir? cn 131 an mm i 
^ CH51 hi? an 5 th nil a??n1 ?nWtro cm i^n fir nf? ijr fro 
icitf?. f?^ cafiT ?ci an a? ch51to aca nt^CTO 1 fnj wf? m ?f? nrCi anl. 
Hen me? Sirfci ae? an ronro nr ?mr fn^r toto in, htto ut? cam ?ei it 
cisTO m^a if? hit ai7 t af? me? an roran fie? tot? it ?itc arm. CTf’e? aert 
hhto can $?fci an nsa? ire anei it 1 a^cirr hto hi a? c?t51 5 th cm ijfar 
m iTc? cmai ii^ ch51 5th hi c *ro am eafae? hipto a? cart 
cur Stic 1 m^afci nrai c?i ci a finJn af fi?5T ct? itobt hh irf 17 ? 5?jro 
arctic? 1 

nfi ?ei?fn area imli fate? anTO ficm? toI nTam ?m faeiftaia i He? 
naff — erfantrr era cm ?a;Hcn totci toirI fi in ala ifam»Hai Hiea to? 
teiHi ?c«fian a faro. f?^[ hit to cnfii tot ?fi Hnra ifapm h i twi ?h 
a^m \ ercnr a5r« faeroiTi fm ci afro iroai airoro 1 ? a^f fro laro taro I 
erf? 1 nfi nfi a^ crf?ri5T nai tot mm cm? a? ertna f^ro am it. 
f’rororo nan cm a^i fro am if, f?*$ f?^6i ami ?cai amrarfa crf?w n?n 
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*tci i r?? srt*? *rc?, ?i?n?$ rcfa? hc?t*? ?r?rn cm*? ** a^s 

ifimc? ?s?r? tot *t?ft? «rc* ■h^* ?T?rr?? 5 r wtit? chcto ?to toe 

CH5 ; STfT^T *BT*TaT? C?*R 4*T*T? ?T?W fa*?^fa? ?^H, **l?F??[j* &T* C?C5 ?T?T ?C? 

?t?t c?rcn $ro, wtK atm? arfanfrT ptc*? wrhih*!? far* q*sftar ?*? fac*? ?n 

BT?TO TO?T *nf*, 5*?C?? *TC* STT? C*T$1 5T*T ?T? *?T TOC? I *RTR? 

<\^h c*?t? cfTt> citt? to. ?t* s$fa *t$t?? to? fn; far; 5 t*t ??t tot t fapj *rT? 
a**cr to? *rf?c? fat* ??rc*t? cto* m *i5,r ?*t?$R? to c*rfc faro fa*; to 

?TI TOT? TOT? 5?, •ntf a^nr TO? TO flTO® STO ?TT*fr TO? ??T &$ C*Ttrt &T*T? 
??T TO TORT. TORT. CITt? C*T& nf?*TOT TO? *1?* ST* $T*T TO ?T? TO, TO R »rt? 
TO &T*lt nfaTORT S*T?C?? TOT? TO* TOR TO ?Tl JTR 5 g tfa?5 TOT? R TO? TO?, 
TOT? TOT?. ?^??C? ?^??C? •TO? TO TORT fafatTO? I a fa?C? OFfa^ft ?TO? 4*5T 
TO *Tt?TO?T TOTR? TO*? fac? OTR? I fa*$ *lfa TOT? fat*? *fa * ff ( CTOF ?*T? — 
TORT fofatTOC? &T*T ??R *?C*? ■£?; TO ?T — WTfa TORT? fatC?ff — CWC?t W ^ C S 
CTOf? TOT? TO^t ?C*t> *SH TO I a??^T TORT fafatTOC?? 5a? ??; SHJ R 1M «TRU5 

aT6?T ?t?i al*?r a faro a*5T afaroR Safari tot? *?t afa? ktoic* ?*ff — 
?rt? flTt?? car* fat*? wt* to a? *t*5tc* s?a *ro arc?, a tocr tott? sto? <a? r a? 
a?ar aTo^i? totj snt?? cwr* rt?t ?? a?t $tc?? fai? c?c* tot? a fg ?R to?, 

afcTO? R? a? *R organisation *?T ff? I atm? WTfa a*frT TO^J fat* — R?? < 1 <$C? 
?*VT ftRl TO TOTOTf *?T TO ?T? R«m? fa*TC?« ?5R *$ ?? **TTO fanfm *?T 
5fa^\ toto atro tfi?T? ?;■ &T?t5 to ?**tt ?t fa5?-sc?* ?at? — at?ro to *tr^5 
c?*t to «mai faaj sm? cro cat? — t55?-«c?a tn?ra to a? srrtot' to at$ am?; 

WRI?b TOT? CTO aTOT TO ?T I Cat 3RT ®TT?T? 2P7R at R a ? ? g T R *TO? STR STI? 

*?T CTO TO5 sr* 5 t *tor ?^e to i a?t r?tc? a**?a? catm? ?**;a ana? *?r to i 
irTrtr *rt? *t? a*$r *?i mx 5Tt — err* *fa?T? a l atrr 5 :*ch? ?1fa faf? tori 
* fa* attrr* *?* ?*^i r ?t?1 *rtc* ca *vr fa 1 ^ afafa ?ti cafac* awat?*& a^ yr R 
fa?; *ro aT?tf? ?t i faaj torI arTOtai ^ rtH '$\t a* rtr? ??t cto a^s 
2tfafaf??T ?fa a«m? *rca v*& cn? 5a?^ ?Tn fro *t?wi?1 a?T 5c*c?? fafa?t ca?r 
TO? ?n «nrt? tot *t?. ?fa ^csa-faR^Tt ?3 ?1fa ?r«f ara? to at 

?r?* 5 ?t faroa to?, ?t?s ?tto?r to* € yaaWc?? 5a?^f faro to*?t to? a?t 
alfalfas atc?T-ttas?R to*c?? *?t faca? ?ttor t?ca s*5 ertafaro ?t?t sick? 5*1?? $ 
Ta*r? ar?t?T tor, aT?*ca 5 *t?t ?Ttar caca? jt*j *arra *ro ar?c?? i a?t afar* fara? 
?*? *Tr*T5?r to ?t?? 1? afa? ??Ta? c?a caro ^nRt 5ta ?r *?^e, at *tto a*T*5 
*?^r?T? i 

Sri SHYAMAPADA BHATTACHARYYA: Mr. Sj>eaker, Sir, people 
have been eagerly awaiting for the budget and anxiously expecting to find 
something which ma\ lead to a solution of the problems that face the coun- 
try. So long deprived of all the joys of life they want to breathe the air 
of freedom, as the Fiuance Minister has justly stated to bring into his life 
the bracing air of peace, prosperity anti happiness. But the budget as 
presented has made us thinking as to how far this dream has been realised. 

The Hon’ble Finance Minister has tried to tackle this problem but he 
seems to be handicapj>ed in his" efforts owing to the difficulties created by the 
division of the province. This factor has led him to cry halt and the budget 
of the new province of West Bengal seems to refrain from making a bold 
attempt to the solution of the problem. It may be said to be one ot adjust- 
ment and compromise. It savours of the old ideas with only a lining of the 
new. 
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The main problems that face this land of ours are food, health and cloth- 
ing. People want sufficient food; they want to be free from all physical 
Ailments; thev want sufficient clothings. A1 k>yc all they want security tor 
their life and property. Unfortunately for this province the last one has 
become rare since 1946. These things have been touched only in their 
fringe, and lump grants have been provided in some cases. There is no 
plan, no scheme on the basis of which we can proceed. We do not know on 
what data these sums have been allotted. The danger is that for prepara- 
tion of the scheme or plan a good part of the year will be wasted and we will 
find that the sums allotted are lying there unspent. This has been our ex- 
perience in the past and it is only natural that we have the same misgiving* 
now. 

Coming to the main items in the budget, the first is Education. 'In this 
the Finance Minister has tried to steer a middle course without adopting a 
revolutionary programme. A sum of 11 lakhs has been provided for basic 
education. So far so good. I do not know how the sum will be spent in 
the absence of trained teachers and a definite scheme. It will be better if a 
particular area is selected and an experiment on this line is made. What 
is necessary is compulsory Primary Education and for this the Ministry 
ought to make a drive. 

Next is Medical and Public Health. A good beginning has been mode 
and as Sreejut Annada Prosad Choudhury has already told us that there can 
be more progress on this line if we appeal to our charitably dsiposed coun- 
trymen, I ha\e every hope that funds will he forthcoming to supplement^ the 
efforts of the Government. When we have got the report of the Bhore Com- 
mittee before us. there is a well-thought-out scheme which can be given 
effect to immediately. Kural water-supply is being attended to but the 
urban area should not he neglected. Most ot them cannot supply good 
drinking water adequately for want of materials and for lack of funds to 
purchase them. Wlit-n they ask for loans their claims ure being deferred 
on the ground ot inadequate* income. Unless the Government makes a grant 
outright they cannot hope to implement uny scheme of improvement by 
themselves. 

Agriculture has also received some share. This includes lakhs for the 
distribution ot iron and steel for agricultural implements, •{ lakhs for sugar- 
cane cuttings, 4 lakhs for small irrigation projects, compost and seed stores. 
These all sound very well. But from our past experience we find that steel 
and iron never reach the agriculturists in spite of requisition by M.L.A.a, 
Controllers and District Magistrates. 

In the industrial head silk has great possibilities. No doubt a sum of 8 
lakhs has been provided but that is a mere drop in the ocean. If Kashmir 
and Mysore can make it profitable, why cannot Bengal? If w** want to make 
a substantial improvement, we should begin from the very beginning. It 
is a mistaken idea to start from the filature. We must try to improve the 
breed of cocoons and production of silk and instead of giving them aid we 
must take over control of the whole thing just as others are doing. 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for 15 minutes.; 


(After adjournment.) 

Sri 8HYAMAPADA BHATTACHARYYA: Sir, there are other propo- 
sals such as housing of middle classes, Kanchrapara development, electrifi- 
cation, transport, etc. But when we look at all these we find that all these 
are meant for Calcutta and the neighbouring areas as if West Bengal is 
limited to Calcutta only and what is left is going to be spent for areas on 
the western side of Bhagirathi. The eastern side, vis., Nadia and Murshi- 
dabad, have been totally neglected. For them there is no solace, only a few 
crumbs here and there. 'Besides this, the area in North Bengal has also 
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been totally ignored. There is no electrification; there are no development 
projects. These border areas of West Bengal are not being properly looked 
after. They are practically isolated from each other and during the rains 
8 months in the year they are cut off from the civilised world. There is no 
food, no medicine and the people of these areas are deprived of all facilities 
for procuring their daily necessities for want of communicating roads. The 
/fine qua non of independence is a sense of security of life and property and 
proper and sufficient food, but for lack of communications you cannot come 
to the market and cannot get medical help. If there be any trouble, the 
Centre remains in the dark till news infiltrates with difficulty. The terri- 
tories of Malda and Dinajpur are separated from each other and there is no 
link between Murshidahad and Malda or Dinajpur. Schemes should at once 
be prepared and work taken in hand for connecting these districts or estab- 
lishing means of communications with the centre. In the road development 
programme, instead of laying their hands here and there, roads must be 
developed so that there may Ik* quick movements from the centre to the 
border and the different units may be linked up. Then and then only the 
people may feel secure and know that help will reach them in time of need. 
The problem of supplying fish not only for Calcutta but also for mufassal 
areas should be pain attention to. There are large tracts of water as well 
as tanks where fish culture can Ik* undertaken with profit and the problem 
of supply to Calcutta mu\ be solved. For all these we may easily utilise 
the services of the surplus permanent staff as well as the temporary ones. 
These are trained hands and their services should be placed in the rural 
areas for village uplift works. For this a comprehensive scheme is absolute- 
ly necessary. 

Some savings nun also be made on the expenditure side. The Commis- 
sioners of Divisions hold sinecure offices and times without number meml>ers 
asked for the abolition of these posts. But the steel frame cannot be shaken 
and they remain where they were. These post offices of Government exist 
only for delaying prompt execution of works and I ask the Hnn'hle Minis- 
ter to he relieved of this burden. 

The abolition ot all controls which Muhatmaji so vehemently advocated 
should be taken up in right earnest and this will wipe out all deficits. 

The whole budget has a promising outlook but they seem to have made 
a halt. Funds may he allotted under different heads, hut it is very difficult 
to spend them in the absence of a definite plan or on inadequate data. I 
request the Ministry* not to waste uionev here and there but proceed on a 
planned basis and t doubt not that ere long their efforts to make this land 
rich ia health and wealth will he crowned with success. 

Jtntb A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I congratulate 
the Hou'ble Finunce Minister for his good fortune to be able to introduce 
the first budget of autonomous Bengal under the Government of India Act of 
1935 and also the first budget of divided Bengal of free India. Sir, the 
Hon'ble Finance Minister, both in the introductory and also in the conclud- 
ing stage of his statement, has invoked the blessings of Mahatmaji and I 
think, Sir, he has rightly done so, because Mahatmaji is our never-failing 
friend, philosopher and guide. But, Sir, simply invoking his blessings will 
not help us unless we are prepared to follow his ideals sincerely. Sir, 
Mahutmaji throughout his life fought against intoxication and also in the 
new constitution of the All-India (ingress we find that one must be a teeto- 
taller to become eligible to be a pauchavat in a Primary Congress Committee. 
So the country can legitimately expect that the first thing the Government 
should do is to abolish all intoxication from the country; but to our utter 
disappointment we find that the Government so far has practically done 
nothing. During l>r. Ghosh's Ministry, Saturday was declared a “Dry 
day.” Sir, for all practical purposes, this one “Dry day” in a week means 
Nothing. People will either buy drinks on a previous day or in the black 
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market. If the Government are serious about it, they should close down all 
liquor shops and make drinking a penal offence. Sir, a Question might 
arise where to find out the money lost on Excise revenue, but I am sure, Sir, 
that knowing this difficulty Congress has j*rovided this Qualification in their 
constitution. Sir, nobody would believe that it is the intention of the 
Congress that those who will be candidates for a Congress Panchayet will 
not drink. Sir, it is common knowledge that a large number of our poverty- 
stricken people visit the Race Course and completely ruin themselves. The 
country expected that the Government will take early steps to declare 
racing illegal; but again. Sir, to our disappointment we find that the Gov- 
ernment is not doing anything in this matter. Our honourable friend Sri 
Annada Proead Choudkury very rightly remarked in his speech that the 
least the Government should do is to increase the totalisator tax in such a 
proportion that it mav be difficult for the common man to go to the Race 
Course. I am sure, &ir, the Hon’ble Finance Minister is aware that the 
Madras Government is going to bun the publication of all information re- 
garding racing and also sale of race tips, etc., and have made them a penal 
offence. We expect, Sir, that till Government can totally stop racing, they 
should at least impose such restrictions as would create difficulties tor the 
common man to visit the Race Course and let the races remain, for the time 
being, a pleasure sport for the prodigal sons of rich men of our country. 

Sir, we are glad to find increased provisions in various nation-building 
departments. But, Sir, unless the system and method of expenditure are 
changed, I am afraid. Sir, in spite of all the good intentions of the Ministry, 
we shall not achieve the desired results. Sir, we have achieved independence 
but there is practically no change in the method of administration from the 
bureaucratic regime. Sir, in the past we have seen too much of inter-de- 
partmental jealousies and there was practically no eo-operution between one 
department and another, although tliat was an essential condition for the 
all-round improvement of the province. Sir, we do not know the attitude 
of the present Government towards the Co-operative Movement of the pro- 
vince. If it is the inteution of the Government that the movement should 
flourish, then there should lie closer co-operation of the Co-operative Depart- 
ment with the Agriculture and Industries Departments. The Agriculture 
and Industries Departments should function more or less as advisory depart- 
ments. They should only give technical advice, deal with research work 
and also supervise the actual execution of t he schemes, hut the actual execu- 
tion of the scheme should In* left to the Co-operative Department. Sir, if 
we want to eliminate the individual ownership and exploitation of the 
common man, we must develop the Co-oj»erative Movement in the country. 
Large sums of money have been provided in the budget under the head ‘‘Civil 
Works” and ‘‘Construction of Irrigation. Navigation and Drainage Works” ; 
but unless the tendency of the contractors of war-time profit is checked, I 
am afraid, the bulk of this money will go to the contractors’ pockets. Sir, 
increased provision under the head ‘Public Health” and “Medical” is a 
welcome provision. There is misgiving in the minds of Mussulmans of 
West Bengal that the Government might stop the Madrassuh Education 
from West Bengal. I think. Sir. Government should do well to remove the 
doubts from the minds of the Mussalmans of West Bengal. Sir, another 
thin^ I would urge on the Ministry is to give us an assurance that the money 
provided for the promotion of education amongst educationally backward 
classes should not be spent for a particular section of a community. It 
should be spent for all those who are educationally backward. Sir, the 
Hon’ble Finance Minister in his statement said, that Government of a coun- 
try is not a profit-making institution like a commercial enterprise in which 
increased emoluments can be claimed on the basis of the profits made. The 
Hon1>le Finance Minister has further stated that it will be recognised that 
salaries of Government employees must bear a certain relation to the income 
and the standard of living of the vast masses from whose toil the coffers of 
the State have to be filled.* I am sure, Sir, this statement of the Eon'ble 
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Finance Minister is not intended for the poorly-paid officers only. May I 
ask the Hon’hle Finance Minister through you, Sir, in consistence with 
his statement, whether he can justify the high salaries of the administrative 
Secretaries and also the heads of the Departments! 

Sir, before I sit down, I can assure the Government through you, Sir, 
that we on this side of the House, will co-operate with the Government in 
all their attempts to make West Bengal a happy and prosperous province, 
where there will he no exploitation of the common man and where all sec- 
tions and clashes of people will he able to live peacefully. 

Sri BEPIN BEHARI QANQULI : ft: *t1to, TO, toy t8* STR 5 ? 

>*8^ TO TO*!? ?TR ftftCfr? TO ^ «T?OT SR 5*31 5HR TO R5?^ £ 

jrr sr?ry? rt?«tt *Um\ mm *5^ 5te yft?T ^srtotoi ?rafrto 

toc«t 3$*5t wl rtrare to?t wWw, sratoto s ?toy *ro*ftyr 3 <r« to 
«nft =nt t ?*tor &ttto1to« sIotor too?*, ft*$ orto a w c!p$ 

CTOJT STCTW TOfl Si*!?? ?ft ftRR, SfTR TO?T Wfi $ft? 3Tl foft R ?TTST? 

5?>r to C30R TOT HR TO?T TO3RMIW TOR 3f? I 

?13 ftSICTO Sftft?T 3?*> ?C*M? 9^5 ?ft*0 ?SR 

‘^RPTOt JT^R^ftTR ft?^Ty <ff HKM TT *1 % T Sl< HI ?^1T*5? Uf?C5 *TTC? 51 *0 $ 8JR31 - 

53T TO?TOR I nf*IR ?RTO TOR*! Vft# TO TO? tW? RfOT TO 5? ^ft 

6 fro wftz ^TOT? TO ftto 5*R I TO?U Rto ST* S5*v? TO 5? 1 
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fa *rtro. m *. cnt to gfarora fro rvm ««rc« Item * 

?rtfm «m tosto to steroi $ otto f. s. d. 

machinery factory TOT? *7$pT TO i C? *TO faJOTVdwffab 5$TO TOT- 

erc? afaro? tot faro Uhh i h <t^cto^, *rft*r ft*faro to'toI 

fflCWR— dt TO TOST St^S l 

nfsiTO, gfwsl swr? Sptotto fsros Safe s totots hiTwh? toito stw 

Sf^TOS TOTlfo S BTCl?*?*! TOl *f??T WTf? TOT? TOT TO *fSTOI 

Janab ABUL HASHEM: Mr Speaker. Sir, I congratulate the Qon'ble 
the Finance Minister Sri Nalini Hanjau Sarker who has the distinction of 
presenting the first budget of the province of West Bengal of His Majesty’s 
Dominion of India. I do not see eye to eye with him when he claims for 
himself the unique distinction of presenting the first budget of the province 
of West Bengal of free Indiu. My conception of freedom, it appears, is 
something different from his. I do not think that complete independence 
is the same as what we have got now, viz., Dominion Status. 

Sri Nalini Kanjun Saikei had had in the past many other unique distinc- 
tions. He had the unique distinction of "presenting the first budget on 
behalf of a Muslim League Ministry in this very House of the first Govern- 
ment constituted under the Macdonald Award. He had the unique distinc- 
tion of becoming one of the members of Lord Wavell's first Interim Govern- 
ment. He has now the unique distinction of presenting the budget of the 
Government of West Bengal. 

In presenting the budget he starts with an expression of grief for the 
sad and tragic assassination of Mahatma Gandhi and then he expresses his 
firm determination to materialise the yet unfulfilled dreams and desires of 
Mahutma Gandhi. Sir, in this connection 1 would like very much to draw 
his attention to one point which impressed me most. The hand that pierced 
the heart of Mahatma Gandhi was the hand of a young man. These crimes 
are generally committed by youths of impressionable age. Youths generally 
are lovers of thrills, sensation and romance. These youths, we find again, 
are far ahead of others in every progressive struggle the world has ever seen. 
These youths would lend their blind support to any tendency, either virtuous 
or vicious, which will be able to present to them greater thrill, greater sensa- 
tion and greater romance. If we are serious and sincerely desirous of doing 
our best to fulfil the dreams and desires of Mahatma ^Gandhi, in that case 
we will have to take steps to mobilise in the right direction the energies of 
revolutionary youths and this, in my opinion, cannot be achieved by mere 
open dec laration of pious hopes and secret negotiations with Imperialist and 
Capitalist interests. What is required for this is bold and straightforward 
steps and measures to create a revolution in our thiuking, feeling, action 
unci in the wa> of our existence. Sir, in this budget I regret not to find 
anything of that nature, anything that can really inspire anybody. For 
this, however, 1 do not blame the Hon’ble Finance Minister or bis predeces- 
sors in office. But 1 blame the circumstances of which the Hon’ble Finance 
Minister may either not be fully cognisant or being conscious is not prepared 
to accept them as realities. Dr. Hoy, the leader of the present Ministerialist 
Partv, has been a physician of a very high order. Sir, philosophers and 
sociologists of our time are almost unanimous in thinking that, like an in- 
dividual, society itself is also an organism. Like an individual organism 
social organism has also its birth, growth, decay and death. Dr. Roy, an 
eminent physician of individual organism, has now transferred his talents 
and energies towards ministering to J the physical needs of the social organism 
and we hope and expect in course of time he will prove himself to be equally 
efficient, but for the present I do not think, as I have already said, he can 
really inspire anybody. The budget he has presented is an old stereotyped 
budget. He has, however, I must admit, made some improvements over the 



1 m.) GENERAL DISCUSSION OF THE BUDGET. 121 

previous budgets. He has spent a considerable part of his time while deli* 
verinsr his statement on lamentation over the partition of Bengal. We 
entirav agree with him and those who think like him that partition of 
Bengal, which 1 call the murder of Bengal, has created circumstances over 
which perhaps we shall never have sufficient control to enable us to overcome 
our difficulties. So long as the partition of Bengal exists, the difficulty 
which the Hon’ble Finance Minister feels and experiences will continue. 
^Unfortunately iu his budget statement he entered iuto u little acrimonious 
discussion which. 1 think, at this stage is quite unnecessary. He attributes 
the partition of Bengal to what he calls the pernicious two-nation theory. 
But if he had courage to see things in their true perspective and appreciate 
them, however unpleasant they may lie to his taste, he would have seen that 
this pernicious two-nation theory which he has referred to is the natural 
offspring of an equally pernicious one-nation theory. The reul thing, how- 
ever, is that India is the home of many nations ami unless we are prepared 
to accept a multi-nation theory, rejecting both one and two we shall not be 
able to make India a real temple of peace. 1 do not want, however, to dilate 
much upon this. From the statement it appears, because he has made men- 
tion of it in so mans words, that he is fully conscious of the difficulties and 
obstructions that lie before him. If he were free to prepare the budget for 
us to hi** choice. I have no doubt, knowing him as l do. he could huve made 
us happy, but unfortunately he is not free to do so. 

So tar as the expenditure side is concerned. I must congratulate him for 
the wonderful way in which he lias distributed the available funds. But if 
he wants really a revolution in our social order and in our way of existence, 
in that case greater emphasis will have to he laid on the increase in revenues, 
and here the growing needs of the people are so great ami so much that if 
we want reully to do anything for them, we will have to swell up our income 
and that can only he done by creating a revolution in our revenue system. 
Here I suggest — rather I do assert with all the emphusis that I can command 
— that no Finance Minister and no Ministry aud no budget can give us what 
we want so long as our present sources ot revenues remain us they are. Sri- 
jut Surker has said that negotiations are going on with the Government of 
India, and unless we arrive at a final settlement, we do not know exactly 
where we stand. That is true, but the tendency which the Government of 
India is already showing does not create much hope in us and does not 
inspire us either, because swelling our funds to thut strength which is neces- 
sary for complete satisfaction of our needs requires complete socialisation. 
Fifty years ago there was some romance in Home Rule as opposed to foreign 
rule, but in these days, Sir, tve do not care much whether we are ruled by a 
white or a brown man hut what we are concerned with are the contents of 
freedom — social, economic and political. So far as these are concerned, we 
feel and I hope the Ilon’ble the Finance Minister will also agree with me 
that we stand just where we were before. Complete socialisation require* 
complete independence. Now. the Hon'ble the Finance Minister has said 
in his budget speech that the main sources of expected revenue are nationali- 
sation of big basic industries and nationalisation of land— these two things 
are under the consideration of the Government of India. In fact they have 
already laid down that principle. They have declared that the question of 
nationalisation of industries cannot arise now. Only the other day — l 
believe yesterday — Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru addressing the All-India Con- 
gress Committee declared that for some time to come he would not think of 
nationalisation of industries because the present world question was one of 
production .and not of distribution. And with regard to nationalisation of 
land, the Hon'ble F'inance Minister has already stated that the Central 
policy is to give compensation and the actual rate of compensation has not 
vet been fixed : so be cannot at once go for the nationalisation of land. If 
this be the tendency that tbe industries must be left to individual enterprise, 
which is another way of saying that thev must depend on the capitalist*! of 
India, and if the samindary 1>e acquired by paying heavy compensation to 
ft 
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saiuindarg who find considerable difficulty to derive any profit out of their 
Munimlaries, which are no longer a profitable concern, then in that case it 
goes without saying that the main tendency of the Government of India 
and of the Government of Bengal as well, because it is a subordinate limb 
of the Government of India, is to take shelter under the protective wmgs of 
feudal lords, financial lords and imperial lords. F nder these circumstances 
one cannot reasonably expect more than what we have got in the budget 
presented by the Hon 'hie the Finance Minister. That i> why I say that in 
the present" set-up the Finance Minister has very nicely distributed reve- 
nue hi the budget. 

In this budget I would like to draw the attention of the Hon’ble 
the Finance Minister to one small item of expenditure, namely, 
community kitchens. This appears to me just something ridiculous because 
the community kitchen and it* spread is not much consistent with the capi- 
talist order of society. By community kitchen the HoiTble the Finance 
Minister experts to relieve small household women from the drudgery of 
cooking in their houses. If he could add a little more money to provide 
children’s creches, I think they would have been much more relieved. But 
he proposes to relieve them from the drudgery of household affairs. Is he 
prepared to give them sufficient employment to enable them to use their time 
profitably or by simply relieving them by taking them from their household 
occupation he wants to create devil’s workshop in every household!' I would 
request him to think over this matter. It he can provide sufficient work 
for men and women, in that case community kitchens would he quite 
good 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. llashem, limv Ion more do you wish to take? 

• Jan.b ABUL HASHEM: T en minutes more. Sir, otherwise I think the 
spread of this community kitchen would lead to undesirable things. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr. Hushein, I think it would be better if you con- 
tinue your speech tomorrow. 

Janab ABUL HA8HEM : It is no use taking it tomorrow. 1 shall 
finish within five minutes. 

Sir, the next item in the Budget is the revenue expectation from Excise, 
from hefting and gambling. Oil this point previous speakers have spoken, 
so I do not want to take much time, but I shall content myself with only 
remarking this that the present Government, which swears allegiance to the 
principles of Mahatma Gandhi, should see that there is gradual prohibition 
in this country. 

‘ Now, we find also another small item of expenditure in the Budget, 
namely, aid to political sufferers who are described as war veterans. I hat 
is a very laudable thing, and I congratulate the Hon’ble the Finance Minis- 
ter on that. But at the same time there is a misgiving in my mind in that 
respect. I would like to know from the Hon’ble the Finance Minister — I 
do not know if in his reply he would refer to the item but I would like that 
he should categorically lay before us the whole procedure of distributing 
this money to the wur* veterans— whether Government will do it or Govern- 
ment will set up an All-Party Committee to deal with the question. To put it 
very bluntly, I would like to know if the present Congress Party' and the 
Ministry will recognise the past services of other people like the Chittagong 
Raiders and similar other patriotic people, or they will confine their bene- 
volence only to their own party mefir 

TIM Hon’bli Sri NIHARENDU OUTT-MAZUMDAR : Not to Pakiv 
thanis. 

daitab ABUL MABHEM: Muslims do not claim anything from you. 
Here I mean other people who do not belong to the Congrcsa. According to 
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your idea we belong to a different class and we are not entitled to get it. 
But my point is. is it going to benefit political sufferers belonging only to 
tbe Congress or is it going to benefit all others as well who do. not belong to 
the Congress party? To put it in another way. is it an attempt to Take an 
army of whole time Government paid workers of the Hon'ble the Deputy 
Premier of India Sardur Yallabhai Patel’s monolithic Congress party? We 
want an answer to this question which we are perfectly entitled to have, and 
1 hope the Hon'ble the Finance Minister on behalf of his party will give U H 
complete satisfaction. 

Now, Sir, since the time is very short, 1 again congratulate the Hon'ble 
the Finance Minister for the handsome muuner in which lu* has distributed 
the funds that can he available under the present Capitalist and Imperialist 
order under the Dominion Status, and 1 hope that he will also realise ill 
course ot time that we are not just enjoying that freedom which we are 
persuading ourselves to believe. 

In conclusion, Sir. I would draw his attention to one of his statements. 
While referring to Mahatmaji s death lie has stated that with the death of 
Mahatmaji a crowded epoch of Indian history has ended. That is true. 
Now, the question which I would like to place before the Hon'ble Finunee 
Miuistei and his party is, are we to take that point where Mahatmaji’s 
life ended a* final, oi we shall take upon oursehes the task of carrying the 
hnton of India towaids further niogiess':' If we care to endeavour to carry 
tiie history of Iudia towaids Mien progress, in that case we cannot accept 
the Mounthatten Award and eouces-don a* final and this the Congress Party 
will leal He and gi\e us some idea as to what they expect in future in this 
respect. 


Sir. with these words 1 eongiatulate the Jlon’hle ihe Finance Minister 
for presenting his budget befoie us and resume in\ seat. 

Adjournment. 

Ihe House was then adjourned at p m. till 4 ) > . in . on Tuesday, the 
24th }• ebruurv, 194 S, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the West Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935, 
as adapted. 

Tht; Asskmw.v met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Tuesday, the 
24th February , 1948, at 4 p.in. 


Present: 

Mr. Speukei Hhe Hon’ble Sri Isw w Das Jai.vni in the Chair, 10 Hon'ble 
Ministers and 57 members. 

General Discussion of the Budget. 

Sri ANNADA PROSAD CHOWDHURY: jisrfta Speaker wzm, *rm 

’tfm WVW vfl *1* discussions nr* Tv? 

Sri A. K. QHOSE: fofa fvi 5 *ff|i 

Sri ANNADA PROSAD CHOWDHURY: fv* i Sv* 

c«tc t=t faft i 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is desirable that the llon’ble the finance Minister 
should be here at the time of budget discussion 

The Hon’bls Sri BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 
would be taking the notes. 

8haik MOHAMAD RAFIQUE: On a point of privilege U not the 
honourable member entitled to get a reply from the Finance Minister 9 
And unless the Finunce Minister heals the speech and the points raised b\ t tu- 
Speaker, how will he reply Y 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 have already drawn the attention of the Govern- 
ment that he should be here. In the meantime Mr. Sinha is taking notes. 

Sri 8ATISH CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY: 1 congratulate the Hon’ble 
Finance Minister on the budget lit' has placed before the House. It must 
be admitted that in certain aspects it opens up a vision of activity towards 
the good of the province on wider fields which were unexplored by Finance 
Ministers before. 

In my opinion the improvement of the province depends on our capacity 
to tackle four cardinal factors: The rivers, the roads, rehabilitation and 
the reliet. I have ver\ carefully studied the budget provisions as far as it 
deals with the four points; but the whole thing, it seems, has been placed 
without any co-ordination, from the jumbled recommendations of the various 
members or district officers; and to an impartial mind, it leaves an impres- 
sion that equitv regarding the necessity of the various districts has not 
been maintained. 

The Hon’ble Minister has said in his budget speech that the only big 
river that partitioned Bengal has got is the Ganges. The firsf point that I 
should like to impress is that the consideration of the Ganges should have 
been given priority No. 1. As late as in 1788 Mr. Rennell wrote “that 
the Ganges with its numerous branches and adjuncts intersects the country 
in a variety of directions so as to form complete and easy inland navigation 
that can be conceived. Every part of the country has, even m the dry season, 
some navigable stream within 25 miles at the furthest and more commonly 
within a third part of that distance”. It will, therefore, he seen that at 
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that time the river# almost satinfieci not only the question of irrigation but 
also the question of communication . Bengal was theu a very prosperous 
couutry. 

Bhagirathi used to he the Western Mouth ot the Ganges 400 years ago. 
Its off-take has remained closed by sand bars during the dry seasons since 
191'). and there is a flow of Ganges water through the Bhagirathi only during 
the flood seasons when the bars are overtopped. Bhagirathi gets its supply 
from torrential rivers whose catchment areas are in the hilts and plateaus 
at Santhal Purganu* and Chota Nagpur, hut these rivers dry up in winter. 
Bhagirathi also gets its supply of Ganges water from the Julungi, Math** 
hhuuga. Ichehamati and Churui Klial, but the off-take* of these from 
Padina are also dosed iu dry seasons 

The Ganges with its numerous sub-brandies are all dying or already dead 
due to the diversion of Ganges watei through Padnm, and it is universally 
agreed that without restoration of continuous flow of Gauges water to its 
dead and dying rivers the whole area will gradual!) revert to swamps und 
jungles. There is also a danger that as time passed the whole of the 
Gauges water will flow through Padnm and “the river Hooghly (Gunges) 
will die in the same win as those in the 24-Parganas are dying", hut in 
spite of these Mr Adams Williams, one ot the well-known irrigation 
engineers, said that it is best to leave matters alone Ot < curse f of* a foreign 
irrigation expert it is very eas\ to advocate for leaving such matters alone 
hut to u> it is a question of hie and death. Without going into the detailed 
history it ma\ he mentioned that there was a eontinuous flow of (hinges, 
water through Bhagirathi tor a period of 7 \ears, from 1908 to 1914, and 
if the channels ,»t Padnm as they existed at the above peiiod of 7 years had 
been fixed so that it always flowed and passed these* off-takes, the continuous 
flow of Ganges water through the Bhagirathi would have continued to this 
day It is the opinion of main experts that the tunning of rivei channels 
bv a pair of guide hank** as onginallv designed bv Mr James B. Bell is 
possible, and if we construct, even now, a pair of guide banks at the western 
mouth of the (hinges the flow of the water can he di\erfed from Pudma to 
the Gauges and liver channel at the mouth can be fixed in ifs course. In 
that ease the flow ot Ganges water through the dead and dying rivers of 
Central Bengal during tio* dry seasons will help to erode the shallower portion 
nf those channels and enable them to cum greater volume of (hinges water 
with the rise of wait*! le\**j m 1 1 m* Padnm during floods These deeper 
channels of the dung riveis will also help to drain aw;i\ the water collected 
in the low lands on their banks I )i»* n*hef to the w ate! -logging, eradica- 
tion <d tin* breeding place of moxjuitoes, will lmprou* not otil\ the health 
but also the agiieultuie and will* lead to a liappv and prosperous Bengal. 
It is therefore worth while tor our Hon'bie Finance Ministet to consider 
this scheme and take it up immediately, and 1 am s'uie that it will la* agnod 
that unless this is taken up along with the provision of the re-evuvut ion 
of some ot the river**, sueh as Saiaswati in the district of HooghU and 
How tali. K unt i m ( hinsurah, the drainage flushing sclmne of Murshidabnd 
and the preparation of master plan for the drainage of Calcutta and mui round- 
ing areas, the giants giwn tor these schemes will not be half so useful 
unless the question of opening the mouth of the Ganges be given priouly 
No. 1 and be taken up at once along with these schemes. I suggest that 
the allocation of R* 4.’»*),it(H) made for the development of the River 
Research Institute he spent this \ear for suive\ and estimate to form two 
guide hanks for intake of Padnm water into the Ganges and, if necessary, 
to take eXjiert opinion in this matter. The opinion given abo'v tallies vjth 
the opinion of an expert irrigation engineer, Mr. K B. Ro\, who was en 
Executive Engineer for Irrigation for a long time in Bengal. 

Regarding equity of irrigation grants to various districts. I regret to 
mention that it seems that in four sc hemes Rs. 10,57,000 has been allocated 
to Bankura district alone* whereas only Rs, 1 ,50,000 has been provided 
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for the district of Murshidabad. Almost the same fate with 24-Pargnnas 
with a provision of only Rs. 3,00,000. Howrah and Hooghly combined 
totals Rs. 8,25,000. I would not have grudged if the needs of Bankura 
were greater than those of any other district, but when the whole question 
of rivers of Bengal has been dealth with it would have been far better if 
these allocations hud been made according to the urgent necessity 
of the districts on the recommendation of expert irrigation engineers. I, 
with some knowledge of the rivers of Bengal, do feel that the question of 
immediate necessities has not been kept in mind at the time of making 
these allocations. 

Regarding allocations made to the roads, it is surprising to find that in 
the Hooghly district two of the main roads which ought to have been taken 
up immediately, no provision has been made for them; one is from Grand 
Trunk Road to Tarakesw’ar na Singur and another is the old Benares Road 
from Howrah to Shiakhula and upwards. If these two roads had been 
taken up immediately, the question of rehabilitation of middle class people 
would have been solved to a great extent as these kitchch# roads run 
through a large number of villages where immediate rehabilitation is pos- 
sible. In this case it also seems that before allocations made to the various 
districts the question of the immediate priorities have not been considered 
and it leaves an impression that the allocations have been made according 
to the pressure which the jieople of the district or its members have been 
able to put before the Minister. 

1 further suggest that the sum of Its. 50 lakhs which has been set apart 
for the rehabilitation of the middle class people should be spent on the 
roads of Bengal insteud of any attempts being made to rehabilitate middle 
class people with this amount. On a ver\ moderate estimate it will take at 
least Rs. 10.000 to rehabilitate a middle class family. With Rs. 50 lakhs 
we can just accommodate 500 families or sa\ about 5,000 men and women; but 
if this sum is spent on the construction of main district highways 
and roads it will open up vast areas tor rehabilitation where large areas of 
lands may be available for the middle class families who would like to settle 
iu West Bengal. A smull surcharge may be made on the lands opened up by 
these roads. It was by this method of opening up communications that the 
questiou of rehabilitation was solved at one time in Germany and Italy and 
also at some portion of America 1 would therefore suggest that the allo- 
cation of Rs. 50 lakhs for the rehabilitation be diverted for the construc- 
tion of roads, specially in districts within 40—50 miles from Calcutta. 
Highways are lifeline of a country: If you open highways you can solve 
many problems including rehabilitation 

Regarding the rehabilitation estimate of Rs. 22,50,000 for the main- 
tenance of destitute homes. State orphanage, etc , 1 suggest that this sum 
should have been increased, as this question has come to the forefront 
with the migration of East Bengal people to West Bengal. 

A grant of Rs. 20 lakhs has been made for the re-housing of huxtee 
dwellers. I would feel that instead of an attempt to remodel Calcutta 
bustrex or slums of Bengal which have proved a failure all along, it will 
be far better if this grant is spent along with a portion of the grant of 
Rs. 50 lakhs allocated for the improvement of transport facilities of greater 
Calcutta, for building up beautiful garden cities consisting of small houses, 
open spaces for children and women within ten or fifteen mile* from Calcutta 
where a large portion of tluv huxta’x of Calcutta can be transferred. 
Cheap transport facilities may be* arranged to bring the*e people to Calcutta. 
Tt will not only lie a beautiful plot worthy of the name of the Government 
but also it will be a source of revenue to the Government. Further, most 
of the lands of Calcutta belong to landlords and the re-modelling of 

this fatitees according to Bengal Slum Improvement Act of 1946 has been 
found not to lie a practical proposition. 
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Regarding the relief to the poor , it must be admitted that community 
kitchen is no solution to the problem and the provision made of Ra. T7 ,92,000 % 
does not seem to be sufficient for this purpose. More allotment ought to 
have been made on this account. Subject to the remarks regarding rivers, 
roads, rehabilitation and relief, I am of opinion thut a very promising start 
has been made for the improvement of these four factors. 

Before I ( lose, however, I cannot but mention another factor. T do feel 
that our experienced Finance Minister with an international reputation 
should not have presented this budget taking into full consideration of the 
revenue of Rs. o.SS.(HMKH) from excise in the revenue bide, as it is a known 
fact that we in the Congress intend to prohibit the sale of liquor and 
other intoxicants at an early date I had expected that our experienced 
Minister should frame a budget in such a way that if it was settled to enforce 
the prohibition in Wot Bengal, the budget would uot be upset nor it 
will cause a collapse in the financial structure. It would have been far 
better to take previous notice of this loss of revenue and frame budget in 
such a form so that in case of prohibition we could do without this amount 
in the revenue side. It would have been better if Its. o, 88, 00, 000 could 
be kept into a separate account to be utilised acordmg to t lie suggestions 
made by the members and accepted by the house for various improvements 
of the province In case ot prohibition we might have done without this 
revenue, otherwise if the budget framed \ear in and \ear out with this 
hea\\ sum oil the revenue side, ll will be well nigh impo.vdble for US 
any time to \ote for the total prohibition of liquor a* the spectre of the 
finam ial collapse will haunt on the minds of the members before they 
\ote lor the total prohibition 

Janab ABOUR RAHMAN 3IDOIQI: Mr. Speaker. Sir, listening to 
the flon'hle the Finance Minister brought hark memories of the days 
when this House was fuller, when it possessed a Government and a real 
live and vigilant Opposition During his short sta\ with us, he must have 
realised and proluibh conveyed to his colleagues (hat a one-party Govern- 
ment is not good for a democratic House of Legislature. They must have 
realised that a huge majority on one side and a negligible aud ineffective 
Opposition on tie* other are unsatisfactory and depressive for the whole House, 
Sut h a situation leads to totalitarian tendencies. !t becomes the antithesis 
of democracy . A parliamentary system becomes almost negative when you 
have no Opposition. (Janab MnmA^siH Hussain: A mockery’) ft is being 
suggested to tne, Sir. that I should call such a sWem a mockery. I accept 
the correction. I appreciate the rule of and bv the majority, but that 
should not be the be-all and end-all of our parliamentary efforts because, 
Sir, counting of heads need not necessarily be the onl\ criteiiou in a 
House of Legislature Majorities and minorities should have their lirnita- 
tations That is why 1 requested the former Premier to manufacture an 
Opposition because without a decent Opposition the House cannot w’ork satis- 
factorily. 1 rejieat my request to the Hon’ble the Finance Minister, as the 
Premier has not been here with us during these discussions. He will kindly 
convey my suggestion to his chief, and I hope the Cabinet will sit together 
and decide on the creation of an Opposition. This suggestion is being 
made for the obvious reason that the Ministers have ignored the House 
altogether. There has hardly been any debate on any of the Bills pro- 
posed before the Hou*e. Sir, you must have noticed and also the Deputy 
Speaker that honourable memtars moved dozens of amendments, but the 
most depressing experience that I have ever had in any House of legis- 
lature was the continuous repetition of the words “Not moved”, “Not 
moved”, “Not moved”, when called upon to move them. It put them in 
the wrong and it certainly was of great disadvantage to the Opposition. 
My reason for saying that is that if members of the Government Party 
move amendments, the ( opposition feels that it is the intention of the 
Cabinet to alter the Bill hut when they withdraw them so unceremoniously, 
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they rob the Opposition of the right to move such amendment® altogether. 
That, Sir. is not all. The silence of the Ministry- in expounding their 
plans and policies robs the voters — bur masters — of their right to know 
what their representatives in this House are doing. Sir, I hope you will 
use your influence with members of the Government and help them get 
out of this conspiracy of silence and tell us more as to what they want 
and how they want to do it. 

I congratulate the Hon’ble the Finance Minister for his statement. I 
hope his colleagues will take a lesson from the manner in which he has 
told us in a lucid, long and explanatory statement as to what he wants 
to do during J 948-49. I also take the liberty of congratulating him on his 
rehabilitation in the Congress fold after a punishment which was to extend 
to 20 years. I am glad they have taken him hack because I have a feeling 
that he will try and make them look .it things in a reasonable way, in a 
matter of fact way, in a way which will make things more hearable for 
those who do not agree with them. I sympathise with the Hon’ble the 
rinanee Minister for the very difficult task that has been put to him 
and which he has so courageously undertaken at such short notice 

Sir, he had to build his estimates on data which covered only 
months. The greutei difficulty foi him, Mr Speaker, wa? that lie* wan 
given perhaps the shortest time in the history of any Legislature to pre- 
pare a budget or at least to prepare his financial statement. It was only 

nis courage and his mastery of the subject that allowed him to do it. A 

great businessman, an cx-Ministei of the Finance Department of Bengal, 
an ex-Meniher of the Governor-Genera Fs Executive Council hut above all, 
a self-made man, he wants to serve his province to tile best of hi-* abilities. 

1 ft- el, Sir, that the finances of Bengal art- in Mtfe and capable hands. I 

do not hold him responsible for 1JMS-49, but . Sir. I would appeal to the 

Govi^nment Party to see to if that they do not create any furtnei trouble 
for the Cabinet, that the> do not once mole change lenses m mid-stream. 
If the finances of Bengal are m the capable hands of flic piesent Minisfei, 
I feel that by 1949-n0 or 19oll-f>l we shall have passed through the grind 
and gone out of 1 lie wood into the shining light of better finances for Bengal. 

Sir, the cynic has been uttering remarks which normally do disturb 
the average man. I have heard it Mini that the centre of gravity of the 
political economy of Bengal has shifted from Clive Street to Burrabnzar. 
I hope it is wrong and I hope the Hon’ble the Finance Minister, by his 
dexterity and by his single-minded devotion to t hi' needs and requirements 
of Bengal, will prove the cynic to he wroug I hope he and his colleagues 
in the Ministry will see to it that the finances of the Government of Bengal 
do not get mixed up yyith private finance. Sir, that has to be done because 
tongues are wagging and it is also being said that capitalists and outside 
financial interests will now control the destinies of Bengal. That should 
not happen. Tlieie should he no truck between Government finance and uon- 
Government finance and the Ministers, individually or collectively, should 
have no truck with non-Government financial activities. 

Having Raid that. Sir, I y\ ish to express my gratitude to the Hon’ble 
the Finance Minister for not having imposed fresh taxation in 1948-49, 
Vut I shudder to think as to what will happen when the many Planning 
Committees he has established have submitted their plans Then perhaps 
he will come out as a monster and demand taxes from us which, if the 
plans are good, I hope will he paid by the public and the merchant classes. 
He must have noticed, in his kmg experience, that merchants and indus- 
trialists have played their part in the general economy of the province, 
ouite satisfactorily. If he wants more money then it should be tbe duty of 
tne Government to see to it that the merchants are allowed to earn sufficient, 
so that they may pay tax to anv percentage he demands. The war has 
wade us accustomed tar go up to per cent. If Bengal needs the services 
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of merchants and industrialists and if he goes up even to that figure, we 
shall act ask him not to do it. Things are difficult these days. What with 
the world financial situation, what with lesser industrial and agricultural 
production, the difficulties of international exchange, lack of shipping and 
transportation and above all the system of controls, quotas and licences, it 
has become difficult to curry on commerce and industry. 1 hope in his view 
of these things he will show sympathy and generosity. 

Having read the financial statement, Sir. the impression left on my 
mind is that the Hon 'hie the Finance Minister is rather disturbed that 
Calcutta has lost the large hinterland which is necessary for its growth and 
expansion. 1 know. Sir, we have lo>t about two-thirds of old Bengal, hut if 
the llon'ble the Finance Minister will tr\ and tap new sources, 1 feel that 
Calcutta will Mill retain its great position. Mr. Speaker. Sir. Calcutta was 
not the Port of Bengal alone hut of the whole of the Gangetic valley, ^and 
under the new dispensation if the Government of Bihar and the Gover^nient 
of < tap their mineral resources fully 1 feel 1 hut the Port of Calcutta, 
the inlet and outlet for tins huge hinterluml, will not only regain its position 
hut may expand its income. 

In this connection. Sir. I cun appeal with confidence to the lion ‘hie the 
Finance Minister who knows the authorities m Fast Bengal. If instead 
of the preseni-du\ short-sighted polities, to winch we lm\e grown accustomed, 
he makes use of his connect ions with his old colleagues of the older days, I 
feel that, although separated constitutional!; , Fast and West Bengal, eeo- 
riomnalh and socially, can still work together One part has things which 
the other wants, and the other part lias things which we want here. That 
being tin* situation I feel. Sir, a hit of talk-around-tlie-tuhle may remove 
many of the difficulties lie lias visualised. 1 also feel that the interests of 
both the old parts of Bengal demand such a mo\e Intel -dependence and 
mutual assistance rather than competition should 1 m* our polic\. 1 hope that 
when he feels a bit more comfortable m the saddle fit* is now* occupying, he 
will turn ins face towards Fast Bengal and then true economic friendship 
will grow and bitterness will disappear. We had enough of controversy. 
We ha\e paid in miser; and in blood for our misdeeds. The Hon’hle the 
Finance Minister referred feelingly to Mahatma Gandhi’s assassination. Is 
it worth while, Sii. talking in the same document of the pernicious theory 
of two nations" It has been misunderstood, particularly by friends who 
believe in carnauhrama. Those who Imv** faith in a society built on 
xuirtuuhrama have to talk not of two nations hut four nations and also of 
a fifth, the panrhama , otherwise known as untouchables But need he have 
referred to this at all in his otherwise very interesting financial statement 
for the good reason that . two nations or ten nations, the leaders of the 
political groups in the countr; have accepted it. It is a fait accompli. 
It is something winch has to he worked now We have to wait for the 
day when unfriendliness and bitterness will disappear. His financial state- 
ment, otherwise an inteieMing document as I have said, is likely to he 
misinterpreted as trying to make a propagandist approach to the whole 
problem. I hope it was riot so. hut the impression left on me was that. 

That impression. Sir, is likely further to he strengthened bv the dole# 
he has distributed to all and sundry out of the largesse which lie possess*# 
and which according to his own statement is not enough. Despite his cry 
of agony over the partition of Bengal, he has forgotten essentials and 
distributed the doles to non-essential subjects. And what, Sir, has sur- 
prised me most is that having described the two-nation theory as pernicious, 
he has run down the Radicliffe Award and shown that that pernicious theory 
has l>een swallowed whole hog and more is being wanted. That will not 
help us. That will not carry us far. That will continue strife, and I 
for one would respectfully urge upon the Hon ‘hie the Finance Minister to 
forget the past and to begk> to build the future. Sir, as I have said that 
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impression is likely to be created from the maimer in which he has distri- 
buted money out of the estimated revenue. His doles range from goat 
multiplication to potato multiplication and dry cows’ salvage to community 
kitchens. In the “details” of the financial statement, given on pages 
40 — 46, I tried to calculate the items and they are 160 in number or some- 
where there. Sir, 1 know that the Hon’ble the Finance Minister or per- 
haps those who had prepared the general structure of the budget, must 
have been approached by the different Ministers to let them have as much 
as was possible for their own departments and for enhancing their own 
popularity. 1 do not hold the Hon’ble the Finance Minister responsible 
for anything of the kind. He got a baby which he has got to carry. The 
more important points and the more constructive points in the budget 
statement are perhaps his, and that is why I have expressed my grateful- 
ness to him. | 

15a trying to please all, a man ^generally fails to please anybody. As 

and irhen the estimates come to bf spent, I hope he will try and ask for 

reappropriations at the end of the year because, I again repeat, that this 
budget at this time, the formative r period of new Bengal, demands concen- 
trated attention on the essentials and not distributed attention on non- 
essentials. He and I may differ about essentials, but, Sir, he and the 
whole House will agree that in this formative period our whole attention 
should be directed towards food, clothing and housing. 

I also welcome the planning committees, but they will have to wait 

until the Hon’ble the Finance Minister hus set the house of Bengal in 

order. It may take three years: it muv take five years We had a 
number of lean years: there was the war: there was the terrible famine: 
and now there is this partition. Everything is difficult, and it has its 
resultant drawbacks. I hope at this time we shall not allow our resources 
to be frittered awav on things like community kitchens and potato multi- 
plication. If I am wrong, I hope he will correct me So far as I ran 
gather, Sir, we have to pay two crores of rupees to the Centre. That surely, 
Mr. Speaker, is not a huge debt even for tne one-third of the old province 
of Bengal left to us. I want the Hon’ble ihe Finance Mmi>tei to consider 
the possibilities as and when the plans come before him to bonow He real 
cau afford to take fairly large loans and these, if used in productive schemes, 
will bring back not only money but other advantages in many directions 
for our people who need every kind of assistance 

I ‘know, Sir, he had uot had time to go into the details of all these 
things but subventions and gifts from the (Vntre will have to r be joined 
up with public loans because as much monev as we can put in fundamen- 
tals today will be for the benefit of the people of Bengal. Through him. 
Sir, I wish to extend our gratitude to me Central Government for their 
magnificent decision on the Damodar project Not only our sentiments of 
gratitude but, Sir. the thankfulness of generations to come will go to Delhi, 
to the men who have had the courage and the foresight to make that deci- 
sion. The Hon’ble the Finance Minister and his advisers have also paid 
attention to some of the smaller irrigation plans. I hope be will be able to 
earn them out in JB4S-4JI. (At this stage the blue light was on. i I could 
have spoken longer. Sir, and gone into the details, but first of all I do 
not want to criticise anything which is not his, and. secondly, when the 
demands for grants come before the House, we .shall have the chance to 
criticise und to submit our suggestions for his consideration. But before I 
sit down, Sir, I would earnestly appeal to him to consider the question of 
adding to the Government of India subventions and gifts by borrowing 
money for the benefit of the people of Bengal. The province, Sir, can afford 
a large pnblic debt. It will bless those who lend and those who spend. 

Smjntrta SI HA DAS : 
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* 5rfns =rr to *i;<: c*rttw ®wt afwm wirfnw m ?r Sw?? ?^c to? 5c? ht i 

?*fc? <T distribution TOC*? WTO ^43*1? ?J?T 4$ — fsft>*t 5t*ft5C"(>4' WTO CTO' 
WTOTO CTO? »TOTOI TOHJ top. heavy 6 WFT?5 mjm 5C? ?C?C5I TO TO 

TOTOTO 4®f?? red-tapism? 213? CTO 4CTO 4?t WCS? CTO WFTS* CTOl 
5dC¥ I TO 5fTOTC?? TO CTO estab]ishment4? TOCPt WTOT CKSTWCT TO fTOft I 
•Cftw, cwtr. Wro wfTOa? ?t?to to wro fro f*rw. tohti. wto witch? fwfmi 

*^TO TOCfl WTO HT?*}? CTO? ?TCSfr 55?T WTTJ fTO 4fTO 5^> CHSIT 4W*3 
TOTSR fntl WTO WTO? W? «TW?«T TO fa CWC? 5M£t&$ C4TC? W?T TO C5 TOC*? 
4?f5 Enquiry Committee 5faj 5S?T $f 5 T 5 fun TO TO ®W H«TJ5 

» Cl, C? 5f?TO Wtf? TO? C5fHW CTO 5TS TOT? C5$T 4* Hf?3 CTO? TO JC«ni«Tl? 
??l 

4$ 3TOT W? 4Wffr W &CK5 JP'TO I CTO? SRWTOC'T? ?J5? fTO 3Tfac? S T^ C TOC C ^? 

f=TO? toTOTch? c ?$? ?^*?? ^mwi5 ?t? 1 wms: ottit? w??t? wtt?t? wt^fs? 

55T*T? wt?c?rf?l fw$ 4 CTO Hf?0 W?V?lC?? zrpj HR TORTOT? $?f?$?TWC?? fTO 
*n$C? 35? 3T CHfl 521*? 6 5C? f t!J?> Kj^j? SSC? 5 T3 c fC?C r 5? 5^? f?T^ ?5C?T? SII?\C< fa? 31 ?l 
if? 2T*? TO. I C.S. CTO^rl? TOHt?^ C?3C?? ^TOS CWT ?T?W 535^?^ 3p 5t??TC5 
TOT? ?i4^1 ^? > C3 ?*C ?T, C? (ST3I 4HM ?T5T? 5 lw r c t < 3*1 CH?? 5TC3? C??? 

TOWtC?? C?*Tl C?3? TOl ?T ??T5 ®T?T?T? TOC1?. t^F C3?^? TOWtH ? ?TC3 

CTOT? 3TC?? WTTO C?3? fW^jT ?t?C? C??. C5 ®RJ?T«( ?TOt ?T 3l5^tp? ?TO? C?^ b??T 
? r ?Cf?? 56 U 4 C? (TTW ribC? 3TC3 I S ??3 f?*?^5 W^VfT^tC?? 55^3 m<*l f?5T? ?T I 

3f?^S 3TC3 3TTO WC? consideration ?T 3TT5 RT?1 ^T? < T3 s fC?C £ ^? TO t 

5? 5C? fltlf'O Mi 4 5MC"*? <P5T <W£3 5T5 1 5?T?W? ?IWC5 f*T51 . MtHti, ^f? 

^3TTt? SlTf3? I 5!? WTTKT ?t5C?? vJil’TT? f?RQ C<*t*T STW ??P? ??T 5C?Ct 5?t WC35 55*f- 
HC'tJ? ?ICStti5 3T 5^4? M16lf<4 I 3T C445? *TC? f? 2TC?T5tC?? i 5?T?T? 3T 43l>^ 5?\ 5?4TC?? 
C?T5 W?-?TC?? 58RT?5 2TT 43(J k ^? ?t ,: 3?Tt5*?T fsM ??Tt?5 C3 5 T*t? CWW?? 4T555TC?? 

4?T? SHT C? 5l?M ??TH 4?T 5C?C? 3T 5T5W? ?4C? 4? I 

3T5t?4 trorr TO aero ?3 *Tt? TO? ssfws TOT? CTO 5^ ? f^ scheme W??T 
5Ttf? i ?T?1f55i? $?r wm c?*r1 Tot? jrto to to? i fro? w? rralc?? tot? 
CTOto? 5RT 4TTOT TO? 2TOTO? 3t3 TOT^nJ? ^ W?^ f?? CTO WTOm TO TO! 

5 f??C?6 fTO? C4T? fwr; TO 5?t?i Community kitehena? Mf?TO?I? ?RT 
?T?l5T?T?C*T? *T5 CTO Mf^CK^C^ Wf? ???T? $!?lfa I W*TT ?5f? 5?f?5'CM 4 nf?'TOt?T 
TOTTOI TO TOC?! 

4? 2JTO? W? 4TO 4TT5TC? Wf? WC?fP? 5C5IHC?? W4?"«T TO3 PTt i HT?1? 
CTO? 5? <ICStC5 CTO? S5f 3? CW? ?7Wlt 5?f? I ?^?rC? 4TT4T? C9F5 C5? M3T?^Tt3? 
TOT? «TOT<"tC?? ??*fT t $ CTO ? T 5 T ? ^ T VM * f?C?t 5TTO l 4? WTO nt??SM ??W?l 4 
TOT? W??T WTOt TOT hVTM CTO WtSC? W5T 4^ Wt? 53T? 4C5 TOfl. WWW? W?^ 

???; ?ro wet. wto we? i wt? « tw < c?*TO wf? m wmm wroTt^ro nw 

SuT®? ?T?HFT «^T?«tCM 355 WfT 5? S 3T? 5T?T ?f? fai; TO 5^t*5 5? ?C5f?l C?? 

WW ft^TJ ?T 5? I 
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at trafttf g r tott Ntfltw ntfRi tort fir tocr« cro Hfwi-w 
cmrr itfan w hhr B i cto irtcr c*rc$t Rt fro* ?ti w tor fttftTw tiTf 
icihr ctri * air wIitoi otrr i at sww tort ito ffTt — at jr 
Nit'iR s •■ H ri tot a*w tor cro tor itri croi tor-tort nfiTORR 

TOST 8t*T TO RT a TO*tW> SfRfc TOTO TO I faFR TO! TOK a C3*Tll 

fW HR I TORT HfRF TOR RIt $fa5l TOFT «RTORC«R TOTO TO* TOR, TORI TOR* 

Torn $*rofi tor sf «* wi tort irtottoi *fn TOirfwro (ct *ttoiTw 

n frR ^TO TOR TO TO CTOTOI «RT WTORTO ) TO TO*^ TOR TOT TOI TOT* TOIT 
TO? I 

TOR TOT TO <T^T13 TO ITl *TfTOR TO>fW TORTO «R?IR TO 5TOTTORR 

« toTtotShh: * * tor tott r tort tort wit tor fairon totRrI tor fro 

CR frfR 5*Rl TOR, TOTT1R TOTTO CR TO ^ til TT5 5 flTO TOTRI afWTO 
fTOFi Red-tapism, Bureaucratic' TOTT5TI TO TOSfiaroi «RTR TOR TO TO Rl^S 
TO* TO TORT CTOrffl TO n^RR^S «FTO TOCSR TORT TORT WTT WWW CfSt 
RT ?FTO ITfo l 

Mr. J. R. WALKER i Mr. Speaker, Sir, with m> colleague und 
speakers from other parts of the House I congratulate the Hon’ble Minister 
on his presentation of the budget As m\ colleague said in his speech 
yesterday, this province depends on commerce, industry and trade for more 
than 75 per rent of the total revenue of the province and for the greuter 
proportion of that To per cent, the province is dependent on the jute indus- 
try, 1 was glad to see, therefore, that the Hou'hle the Finance Minister 
recognises the importance of jute to the province. The prosperity of this 
major interest of this province has been threatened by the sources 
of its raw materials having been territorially sexered from the 
manufacturing centres b\ partition. It is sincereh to be hoped that t he 
friendly commercial relations winch the Ilon’ble Minister referred to in 
his speech will be established betweeu Fast and West Bengal and the trade 
harriers which are hampering the free flow of jute from Fast to West 
Bengal will be removed. I can assure the lion ole the Finance Minister 
that he will have the fullest co-operation of the Jute Industry in anything 
he does to bring about an understanding between Fust and West Bengal in 
order to make jute freely available to the manufacturing side of the indus- 
try in this province. As the Hou’hle Minister rightly pointed out. how- 
ever, should it be impossible to establish friendly commercial relation* 
between Fast and West Bengal, it may be necessary to meet the raw 
material requirements of the Jute Mi IN by increased production in Assam, 
Orissa and Bihar by removing the existing restrictions of the acreage of 
jute. With this possibility before us, I would be almost inclined to criti- 
cise the grant under the Agricultural head as being too meagre to piovide 
any means for increased production of jute in the province, except that 
I share the hope of the Hon’hle Finance Minister that a friendly arrange- 
ment will yet be arrived at with regard to jute to the lienefit of all concerned. 
While I make this slight criticism about the grant under Agriculture appear- 
ing to be too meagre, a careful examination of other figures shows consider- 
able provision for irrigation projects of development which are necessary and 
in many cases precede the enhancement of the acreage under productive 
cultivation. 

In my opinion, however, there is no use in trying to promote an under- 
standing between East and West Bengal or considering the increase in pro- 
duction of jute from West Bengal, Assam, Orissa and Bihar, if proper distri- 
bution of manufactured goods to consuming countries is not allowed. I do 
not know if the Hon'ble Minister is aware of the chaotic position the Jute 
Industry is now in due to bungling by the Centre in the application of the 
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“ijuotu” system and the distribution of jute goods throughout the world. I 
might say that there is a grave crisis in the Jute Industry today, and had it 
not been for the opportnity I have of speaking on this subject today I would 
have raised the matter by an adjournment motion to draw the attention of 
the House to this matter of public importance so vital to the whole finances 
of the province. The Commerce Department of the Government of India, 
after calling for applications for quotas covering the period January -June 
1948 and after receiving these applications by the thousand, have arbitrarily 
decided who shall have the right to export and have pushed aside firms 
who have handled the business ot exporting jute goods from Calcutta for 
years and have awarded quotas to anyone and everyone from all over India 
who have no experience ot this trade. 

Sir, I can quote vou from letters which have been received. Here is one 
from Delhi: “I furnish below the quotations for the various export licences 

that are immediately available A commission of Rs. 2-8 per ton should 

he earmarked for me as being extra to the above quotations. Kindly tele- 
graph me if }ou are interested in any of these licences”. 

From Bombay : “The party shows willingness to dispose of the quota 
ou 8 per cent. C.I.F. quotations.” 

From Bombay: “ottering quotas” An advertisement ottering quotas. 

I can cite from personal experience that one shipper had goods lying 
in stock, TOO tons, for South America, and he has been given quota for 
40 tons. If these goods ot 700 tons had been allotted to other countries 
we would have understood it. Seven hundred tons arc lying tor two solid 
years and today shippers have been handed only 40 tons. The position is, 
as I have said, chaotic*. I would ask ihe Hon’ble Finance Minister if he 
has ever been consulted, or his Government has ever been consulted, with 
regard to the application of this quota system, because I can assure this 
House through you, Sir, that the Jute Industry has never been consulted. 
We have never been told how these quotas have been arrived at and how 
distributions have been made to different parts of the world. I can quote 
from my own personal experience. I was in New York in July 1940. I 
was asked to attend a meeting of Burlap Association of America, and the 
Bag Manufacturers’ Assocition l was asked to explain why 15,000 tons 
of goods hud only been given when their requirements were in the region 
of 20,000 tons. After strong representation it was changed to 21.000 tons. 
I could not tell how even 21,000 had been arrived at. I sent a telegram 
to the Chairman of the Association here to find out if he could tell me 
how the quota had been arrived at. The trade representative of the Govern- 
ment of India was also asked how the quota had been arrived at, but he 
could not tell me. The Canadian neopit* also asked me if it would pay 
them to send a representative to Calcutta to find out how their quota had 
been arrived at and how thev could get more jute goods. Nobody has been 
told. We have not been told. Everything is chaotic, and the people out 
of which this province makes money are all being embarrassed in every 
way. As I said, in this distribution of quotas Calcutta, the centre of the 
Jute Industry, has been entirely ignored and her trade has been 
cut by four-fifths, with the result that the benefit goes to persons who have 
no connection with this province, pay no income-tax to this province and 
who have no experience in the business whatsoever. 

Countries abroad are clamouring for jute goods and more jute goods and 
if the demand is not met then the^e countries will definitely be compelled 
to go over to substitutes with possible permanent damage to the Jute 
Industry of the province. I can definitely tell the Hon’ble Minister and 
this House that this latest scheme and distribution of quotas has been 
introduced despite the unanimous demand of shippers and mills long 
established In this business for the abolition of export control. All sections 
of the business life of this province have been affected by the Government 
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of Indik’s interference with this Tital industry of Bengal— Banking. Ship- 
ninir Insurance. Trading, and finally the manufacturing side of the Indus- 
try itself. To illustrate the position, I quote from a telegram 
just received by the Chairman of the Indian Jute Mills Asso- 
ciation, which incidentally is one of the Association^ which my 
colleague and rnvself represent, from which the Hon ble Minister and this 
House will get some idea of what the positiou is: “Our Association cabling 
Delhi List of Shippers who have January -June commitments here with 
urgent request that they be granted quotas enabling them fulfil their oontractu 
stop Collapse of market will cause heavy losses here and even heavier losses 
to Calcutta Shippers through cancellations of high prices contracts stop”. 
I would like members to listen to this part of the telegram “Irresponsible 
quota policy of \our Government has almost irreparably damaged industry 
which was ulreadv feeling effects of substitution stop. Two of the large 
Bug Manufacturers have suspended sale of Burlap Bags and are pushing 
sukstitute materials. Believe others will follow stop Larger consumers 
also arranging necessun machinery for substitution at any cost to be free 
of misguided and harassing interference with continuity of supplies”. 


Sir, people in this province and members in this House have laughed 
before at the boge\ of substitutes 1 would ask the Hon 'ble Finance 
Minister and members to note that there is no question of prices being 
raided in this telegram with regard to substitute, merely the fact that 
American buyers cannot get jute goods because of the control which is 
wot king to t!u* detriment not only of the whole Jute Industry 
but t ' the detriment of this province in particular. The principle 
of dissemination of genuine and reliable information is wholeheartedly 
supported but it appears to me that a grant of Hs -lU.fHMI seems to me to 
be utterly inadequate for t he production of a Labour Journal of this nature, 
even oil a monthU basis On a ver\ rough estimate 1 think that approxi- 
mately 500. 001 1 free copies would have to be distributed monthly 
ami I cannot possibly see how Us. 40,000 will cover the cost of this work. 


The Hon'ble Finance Minister has explained the revised basis on which 
the Province's share of income-tax collection will be allotted by the Centre 
as the result of an abandonment of the conditions laid down by the 
Xiemeyer Award. It is understood that the revenue available from this 
source has this year been reduced by a little less than half by the Govern- 
ment of India. I take this opportunity of expressing acute concern at the 
gross injustice which it is apparently intended to impose on this province, 
It is hoped that no effort will be spared to present the unquestionarde justi- 
fication of this province’s case with the Central Government. It is urged 
that the Hon’ble Minister should inform the House more fully of the ex- 
changes which have occurred in the negotiations with the Centre and should 
make available details of further developments us soon as they arise. 


In his task which the Hon’ble Finance Minister has before him of 
improving the finances of the Province and of raising the standard of 
living of her people. I am sure he will have support of all members of 
this House. 


Sri CHARU CHABDRA BHANDARI : Wft 

qnre i? at sotpti wt fur? Iwt wth? fur f$ stuiRli fro ww? 

r u f kii *rr mm fi'wi? itrc, at fiwwrc «nf? at tronuni 

wh tnm ffiroftt 

?f?$ ?TCW$ lf?lT"rt fro ** wt tTVT ??to 

fir ftirct, mfn nw m fro tics ntoar w ifarrrt 
trwtT faint ircnr to «t?rrct ait srfut uteg mwtex 

ifaiwl fw ^ fww n ir cm if unrt T rowit rt iB Rfwr f wi s l nf r wif *tr 
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daf? S’Hch'G 4 ! afaT? a?r *n s f??TTair <Jq^m trRtai catoVi*? 

tor tanaa*? cfltfa* cars ttoinl faaa cfcfata? srt toTftosc* cfcfat rosr toro \ 
4HWWH <a«R fm? a?r tor c? ttoml fsar*ato»*i*ti sim fa ^ stoi to?r tot ?$a — 
$?R 3Wt#F to ©tdfeiu f?RRT a?T I$ai TO a? ttoml f*Tar TOP" tof ' tot fa? 
a?T tile? i to tRiMar tojt? tops? ?? fa? 

ttoml Ta*raai«0 atcsa \i!\o fsaRlfci to? srt ajft ctTsth^ sr ato ?? i 
fato-sms <pi5^1 to, f tom-aro aal tor to. tos? to? ate?? ?tr ??1 srfaal 
TO adica? OTO^f autonomous body ?T RTTR TO^5T l 4?^a 3TOTR at 

ftPTCtto 3TR C3TWT 5(R *RR TOT fa *Rr, ajH f“lW4 $T31R TOT fa at f '<£>(* faT? 

to af?t$ ?tg?t a?Ri ttoiO tor torr toes TOTamr ?tr? to to^ 

to gnarttoWta ?«?r <1**0* 1 toj toa c$fsT3? am ?r ?toR“t f ?m i ac?? srw tost? 
TOT W (1 a?T <^TTl at?«1af? UftlVl* atoRto? to* 6 SR 5 ? TOtol toTORy 1 
ito?rr ®to tor-a*to? cs*t$t «R^r. ??rt mWt s*r? to?^ gfa r tota tor at 
f?m?raa tor*ato? ato*n?R tor? toes toir av* fa? 

«pt!rt awca ?toRl toT srosrto *rror ?t?mi tor* jkto to 35 1 ** 0 ? aaror 
•wg^ alarm a*r otiw^T-uVc-iu tos « aa?R tot *rraa toR na 

to^f afnm 1 at a*RR •(‘■ifl-awi arcsra? ^rtb f*r?r*OT o $srr xrerw ?thO? 
aaa aftti* acFto fatmr? ?r ar?? to tor to^a toroi 

6T’aa«iaJq a ?r* toto torro bo to ?tr so to fwc? aito tor «ntojR( 

TOT TOF^ TORT to^to \W/ at Wit <8 TO R TOR 5RR <TTR 80 TO TOP B FT *R 5 Tto 
tom n\ totto M«(Tb»cH a*^n fro ^ r tor ’RTtor^ torr mR- 
nrfro *tr ®rtor n*tor toct to* a*r n*to? ^ tort *rrtor to* 1 

®**v*TR TOR 8RTTO *TR *R^TT **T **l *TOT R <TR R*t1 TOff^ to <TTO bo 
TO *TR «t)R* 8 M ETto TOJ 8 * 1 * TO 5 R *Tto« 5 T 5 rT 5 Tto tom *R | R^ r 5 t*R 
CFTtor fmlf TO (moisture) TOWfb R*T*t VTtTO TOR 5Tto TOT*T « 5 R R»H 
ttC6 f TTR, at f*RRR ***?R t*BTTO Rr'RS* •Rl^TOR RRT ^*TR ♦R'RfT *RTto 

*Mw (moisture) tonto ^*1 8 «r to tors an s* to sTto otri at 
•PtRR PttofirsTOTtoiR * 1 i* toa ?ii Rrj atR totto to? toa 80 to*? ntor^ 

Ob TO to TR 5Tto toR *TTOT ton a 5RK TOT ?^TO Bf?nTT<R 8 «TO 5* ?T RT?1 

t*i *T , r < ^“ib tom w i at wti? afra >tc«t a? to tore* <«- ®nto *r* **t *r^y ar^a 

6TiU*<nnJ«i TOPTO Vf?R I ET^a fas TORT & 6Tto toTT ff *rf?R? 

i 6i 5a tor Tf? k *i tor? csttorto?? to? tot arort c r^r? i 

ta*^ at¥TTO grrtir? ato nt?ro r to^n tor? to?, tots 
•rto? ¥ir »«fi to?1i aro *ra1 ?ro? ?r tor tor 5a?r tom? i i $*rr 
a*? 5rtr ?n ^ *m«TOr so to 5T5a tor to tore toI to a?t tos toratoi 
afro ?na r 6t«to to? tor toCr? «na w;<siu araTtra a*??i? f?yr ia? to 

ator tilth ami atac?i a*TO?T *rrtoas a?ro requisition ton *m tor toj 
torn titmi toc^ artoa? ; aarta ai^a tor? i? #?r a?t a?^a 

tort cPRRTwmi a^ro casir a?W? fi ?rt — t?r «rrf? tocit ato to? ?? 
ftotoi 

Procurement (a^Hf V6al\tra TO-TO smuggled (R-«lTt?1 TOR) ?SIT 

TO»n? ?*? tow ?T aTtoa TOR^a procurement fair a«f? ?? I toOTT 

toa war tom c? to? aw to^ c?>ato*l tor tor o c5r t #r? r aar ?rto ataro 
aca a?R hwri ana «^a R*art?1 tor toa arfaia aw aaca totoa a^ar 
?RTOr arw aw w an araro ffaarro ipot a r tnan p i i ct c? TOa » t ot R aima 
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tel tI CTK f , TOfT^t ^ w-siMi t •tin’ srcrcs tej 

mm ft$s te; *tre tti? to. whmiw *«w«c* 

stto afs 510 w 5vm & wsr-ww *o *ny k*i «m^-5’T5t: tts* w ttrocc i 

Blackmarketing «*TtR? *$(* teR it TA TOl ffcTWCT TOTT TOW CR R-STttf 
PHCR $ cg H TfT TO * fT?t?r t 5 TR A*? TO TO?. TO* TOi Black marketing Bill 

5( *(tTO f^f TO TO *tTO fi«RS STfT STtR TOTS •? ATt I •TO ft? TOT? 
TOTOA STTF ft??!? ATTOT fl to? t 

w* sTO ott**?? fAA^TA Str? at sroa to «tatt?i Atft-TO? Wt 

cOTTfiro? € smrc? ap; tota «to cto 

«TTf*S fAATRA 5RT OTTTfl? ATA^PT STA2FAR GR^tAAT PtCSffR I OTt Black * 
marketing RTtR restrospectixe effect a? tAAR f'AT 6? a<^ TOTtfRTR ( luod 

Adulteration ) wtR? WTOfl? *TOT«Cte ®Rt TO^fTO A AT ffl G nteOT at 

CttAFPTR 5TPT S «CTtR TfATS ft"AATA fill SITT? ' djtte? A^-TO? *r^ •T!‘fX**T ff?C& 
5^1 RTATATAAT'4 S TOTISSi? TOtf* at STtRA fate SCOT? I fTi*t tfTA fT&TA 

OT?A AT PtRT fafraTSVT ^7^5TTA TfaFTTO TO TOA A? i tPT AT PtFT TOifalH 

AA T T f I ' j 'A Cf E TR '^T? ATAT TO: ACAaTj CAR T^AtAHfT ftt!S TTfaR At diA* at T^TCA 1 * CSTFT5 

<3 RT*TA ?'TO'ATAT C TA AR R fa'AT*TT $ TRCTPA 5TA $Tfa?fCW STATS O PttA ATI 

& ' ter< "t skit faRTTte sitTOa atfa ? rn ?t?i atrc? <*p* to ttmr:fi tot 

gr^rnt: trfasrr<i*] jr^ fa^^Tte ?R^ TO fc *t* ft ATS fT?f AW? TO3 fllfTO *TR fftCTO 1 ff*J 
ttRTAt iff? TOTf TO? PtAT ?fTOT? TO 1 rtTSTW STSfTOt TOTfT I 4TO TO«CMt STO 
5TAtA ^ va'TO^ fT??T S 3TFR '3" 'Rt BITA'ATftlA STtAAT S STATA BtyRT 3ti5TOT' i TA StSfTA- 
ART iTt^ 3AAA to TOTATO- I S^teTAt 2*T tATTO*'? «TOTO 5 tw AT fteT 

TOA 517S PtTA AT i fT'T5T*rt?T TOT 5t?I mteTrcfA CA-OTfcfl fTAt*ff T«t S FTTAC*TA StSTO- 

AFA buftoa TOcs nx aIwr Afro *rrteTA «ro rvot rftro « wrotro totot 

te TOT-STT TOTyrA A*fAT5H. ®TRf TO^TOf RSTOl S FFT^ATAI TOT5TOT teTT 

TOTO 5T3F FFtTO OTTfATTf TOTRA L>7A TO Rte TOT PtT3 Afus ftATOT— arbitrarily 
STPTtTOA TO 5twT 5T?Tt?T t^lSRI RT*TA RA^-S ATBFTAl. SIPTRA S*TA it W5TT5TA WAT? t 
ATR? sttA RTO 5 TTTO sfTOIa te «nt?TO TO OtATiW I «SjT^TA 1« v^TO^IfW 

c^teFA «rt? at f te s t ®Taatt3 Tot ten? grter* sftoat Aten?! ’ataIasttstttwa tot 
«?te s staptra tefT*n t&TO 5 # «rrtem stpt 2 ?t«t TOata TO STOps i ert atfro 
TAfTRA tAFTA CJTTOt TOlS 5Tt I 

Sri RATANLAL BRAHMIN: Hum Darjeeling ke taral w\ kmh bolmi 
t- halites hum. Darjeeling ke .tdiimm ke he\ budget men kueli bumluhual 
naheen knu gi>«« hai Hum logon k.i Dar jeeling ••aliar men kumnuN kum 
40 hatsai admi hai our wahan nirt ek th»» college liui. JVr hne\ wain larka 
‘l hazai ne> ziadn bai wahan kaie high school ka handoha.^t hoim<*littliiey. 
Iske\ lie\ thoia dhi\an i> taraf delta cliahte\ . Saheh logun ka hum hara 
<‘ollege hai. hum hinduKtlrani log-an ke ek bin college naheen hai. Wall 
slma^thva ka jakah hai. m hex auhuh logan ne\ Darjeeling men college 
kiyu hai. Ap log agar xxaitan crtlege kurenge to \ahan ke larkon ku 
tandrustr h hi aefia hoga, ant hum logan ka bhi ^uhista hoga, keon ke yahan 
akar parhna hum logan ke fie\ hahut takleef hoi a hai. Nepali, Bhotia anr 
l.epclt a log jo hain wait 10 p er cent, pan-, karkev nekaltai huin nmgar wah 
bhi pa . ms karkev haithev hum. In longo kt lex a naukait ka Imndohunt inthi 
hai. 1‘ahar ke lu^inda k«» naukari ke lne competition karna parta hai 
jr» xvo leg nahi kar sakta\ Apko t> taral dluvari, uui drisht.v delta chahiey. 

Zamiu men khali sirkar ka khas mahal hai. Khas raahal men Zamin 
wala ka koie hak naheen hai, jab chan hey wah cheen lesaktey Lain, iaka 
dar laga rahta hai, keonke «erf ek baras ka bese kota kai. 

10 
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Gaey ke doodh ke Key bln koie acha bandobust naheen hosakta ba 
keonke dana gha# ke saraan nabeen bai. Gbas katney ka jagah nahee 
milta bai, sab taraf' cba bagan bai. Is liey is taraf bbi apko nazar dalr 
ke liey, araz karte bain. Cba bagan ka lialat sub sey kbateniak bai. 1 
lakb our 20 bazar admi kbali cba bagan men kam kurtey bain. Marad l 
8 ana aur aurat ko 7 ana roz milta liai. Chotay tarkon ko kam umer me 
kam me jana purta bai. .Ik ka taraf bbi apko dbiyan dena ka zarurat ba 
Sab koie boltey bain ke swaraj liuwa mugar kneb' maloom nabeen bot 
bai, keen ke oka bagan ke malik logon ka jo purana zulum tha, wab e 
ebatakb bbi kum nabeen buwa bai. British Sliahan shabiat ke zamane 
men jo takleef tba ubhi bhi sab kueh waisa hi bai. Abbi Hindnstai 
sirkar huwa bai, is liey un loganka to kueb subista bona chahiey. Apko i 

tarf nazar karna chahiey. Darjeeling men jahan oha bagan bai sirkar k 

kbazana bobut kam bai waste land liolkey 4 ana our 8 ana aikar khasan 
laga liuwa hai. Aungraz raj tba and aungraz malik tha, is liey yah. sa 

liuwa bai, agar ap waban ziada tax lageinge to bobat amdani hosakt 

bai. Isi amdani our cba bagan nationalise kerke school, college bauanek 
kbaraoli mil sakta hai. Is taraf ap loga ko nazar dena ehahiye. 

Sri 8IBNATH BANERJEE : Mr. Speaker, Sir, ot^Tr 
RTTO C? C*T*t ‘TOOM OTt SRI STRlfa 1 OTT "<rc$iS , careful 

eautious RC$t5, orthodox Vision ac<£ TOTC*T3 

sfap 3 ^ecot, f ot t - spy t 4 i c ® 4 etc® 5 4c&t chcr fa cH5f$ 4*f*i 

nTO ETC$ a$ 4TC&5 OTTt OTTI5 TO l fan;* $T5lSOTC«T? SJFOT (Government COT 
TOCf; mum nfaPOTT, cot faro to crtI ot eot 

*mr*tfan « to ot err Esuf* toe rott tot 3 totot to 1 faro E’c 

EETOT TO*f COTR, CCT wMr WTO ECROT-- 

“Let 11 s also invoke tlie blessings ot the Father nt tin* Nation. Mahatmi 
Gandhi, in all our endeavours to build up a society in which there will In 
no poverty, no feeling ot high class and low class; a society in whose makinj 
the common man will have an effective voice. 1 ’ 

$1 TOfrT OTCTO 4* COT 'll OTCOT I OT TO HfTO STRTfa ! fa$ fa^ 

*TCEl 

jtot fan;* ©uplift 4 * 41*15 411^14 ; a5T *15 cot, hi*uhi a 4*5^ s , i$^rn 

COT? OT TO CE «rfaR«T &TET mm TO *t^fE, CTO old, ^STCR rottei 
machinery *9 TO. <flE$T boiler C?$T pressure to OT35 ROT R, 5 
COTOT OTT i2N5 R5R COT? TOtT $f<5 ®PVnTc>4 TO*t5 a faTO \ COTETi 

sttce oti e*c? etTO' ecr crotr, a® rc*i cot r cecot., ar etc® fan; 

*RTCOT$T RC5 faCS RCOT C*tST E5COT l Nationalisation of Industrie 

jptFK Vrflfo* JtOTT? *TT CTO TO ROT WW9 «COT OTCI3 , R? All 

India TOOT; CETt?«n!t»IV^*l ®fTTO •Tit? \ U'ljst «tTCI TO^?t OT®TC4 6TOCOT 
TO; ^*T?T $T <t«W J4 1 Telephone nationalise OTTE C^T OTTTO 5R5TH 

fat? ECOTl *RTRT OTOT nationalisea? TO CTO TO if TeJephonea^ W5 TO C5T^ 
OTT 5 t f t? RTTO Telephonejl TOJ OTT5TO TO W faTO ETOTT *FTOR I 

HTO1 SWT tTO© «rrOT TO Minister «ETOR \ BTO TOOT TO C 5 ?. machinery 
SCOT; CTO TO exchanged TOT OT TO respond TO OT OTTO machinery- 
HflTO l 

OTOT 5^F*n a$T nationabse TO =tT COT? HTCOTtt projectflE TOCO CfTtrt TOl 
TOCI, TO EC (TOT OT l War years a? OTT fl TOC? afa Co TOT OT 
TOCOT \ a5r nationalise OTT? OTT RETOT? TO COT ETOf? EHt? R - ; R TO 
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tout « w rt* to 5to tor* 5ii aro^t cufr cwro K. D. 

Jalan, TO5'H * l . TO at nationalisation a* TO fTOOR; TO* fits, RT^T OT ICI 

toR, K. D. Jalan f* WTO to 5TI ST* RT*; at Sfr fE W 5TTTO&T ?TO5 **C5 ^ 
fRT (RPFT1 t Walker HIRTO TOR5 *tf3T W. substitute 5Tt, a&T aRRTR R5T5 «to* 
551 TO3C* R TOTT TOR, TOTR5 Jute-growing CTO jute manufacture TOfa 
f*T'55S BT5C3 TOl 5*1 Wl? TOT Jute Enquiry Commit teeC5 tot nationalisation^! 
TO TO.tolH l TO Tribunal TOR, CTO« TO5T TOlTb'HI TOfft «Wto*t 5TOI 
afTO a*$; ^W> to I a^T Electric nationalist' *5T5 CTO TO* CTOT TOTT51 Dundee 
CTO TORT technician aR aTOT 8fJt*Wf &TSTO I a$RT technicians* **R TO 5T1 
RT5 55 6TOT5 HI CTO* 53 CTORS nationalised jute mills 6TTOT5 8RT TO5T 5TR, 5fa 
5F50WT a*T*3t R *TC55 Sn\* RT* 5T TO* I 

3T5H5 Transporta* §R> 6oo TO *’5155 RTR faff? 5C5R i toj Inland naviga- 
tiona? SRT R nteanier^fst *TR WtJ*i nationalise *5T5 W RR 5TTOI5 5T? TOIT 
5R *f5 Burma *RTR 5 Hto TO TO! i 3T5T *TS afttC5 CTO I 3T5T Irrawadi 

Flotilla Company C* nationalise *53*1 5tT5TR5 sTOtto 5TO5 a f55C5 TO toll; 
to C5^i *5^* a faro sir* to ff‘C3 to* a** a5T *5T9 tots to i *T5«t C5R5 $*ro 
R 5555 TO 5TTO 3TC3 5fa fa*; relief to 55 TOTO TOtTR. W TO R 

COT RC5 S5>CW 5T. RR ROT5 bottle-neck ^<*51 5C5 5C5R, 3TC3 Inland Steam Navi- 
gation RTOTto^st TO canal system a* 1335 to *rm 6TOR5 TORT TO 3TTR 
?CT^T relief 5R l RSRT a^lTO totoOT *5T 5OTT51 5TOT TO H3*fR*$ CTO *5T 
TO, 3T5 fully nationalised 55. 5PT X . 35; aST one ste{) forward. 

5TS^T5 55C1PF 555 5R Co-njierative Transport (^otnpany 5RT 55 1 3T5T UT5n" ^Rt 
TO «TO ; 5TTO permission nTRE 5Tt 5TO5 |K‘rmiH8ion to CTO TO5« COT TOTC 3 
55, R?T «tT»RRT KTO STC RTR^ JTTRit — Rt^T *TPR ITT 1 5T5*t TO 5«R TO5T5 5Tv?R5 

3 tR 3X CTO bo «fRT ( O-Opt'rative Koeietyc* bvT 5T 3TR5 vtC^T Co-ojierationa TO TO 
f5C*T5 TO to | 5!t^3 5Tt R 5TI^ WR* R 5f3T R55T 5C5Cf 3T5 TOT 

( , o-opt‘rationa5 htr mf®i ITT I (consumers’ Co-operation, Producers’ Co- 

operation, Multipurpom* Co-operation a* RRT IT353TR 5TtsrTRTO ^ 5’R( 

co-opt*rationa5 RR R *3 TOR R 5R5C*5 R*Tl TO RTR WTto5 HPTII t C^ TOT 
fro Rt 5T I a 5R f3f5 fa*&5$ 5TC55 a5^ TO5^t C5TRR l 3R «TTt5 TOT WU. R ftffa 
R ^TOt a5^ 5T3T5 CTO5 1 

Damod&r Valley Corporation WC*5 a^Tf TO5 r ajT Danuxlar Valley Corpora- 
tion 51 RTR C555f Tenemcy Vallv Association TOT Rt ?R5 35^ 3f 3^TR? 5TC3 RTO 
TO aC5 r 5TR WfRC*t5? 5T to 3T5OT TO 55 OT TO 5R l 

Tha Hon’bls Sri NALINI RANJAN SARKAR : 3it mu 5C5R i 

Sri SIBNATH BANERJEE : 3T 5fa 5C5 TOT 3T5OT TO R TOC*5 fW; 55TR 5TI 
Nationalisation 5T 55^. {Socialism 5T 5 'Rq progressive eapitalism TOT 5R73 *nt5 
«Wto5 5 5TTO5 TO CTO l 

Tha Hon’bls Sri NALINI RANJAN SARKAR : Gradually socialism TO l 

Sri SIBNATH BANERJEE : \A<<w CTO exodus 55t5 51JE>, ?5^ COTR CTO 

evacuation R"T 5C*5i 4SCC5 sr, rS *10 9P5, 3R 3T5 aat^T statistics 

5RT m R TOT5 to: TO S133 » TOR a tod W* TOCS5, TO^- 

ffOT toR to; 9WT 55TR TOR <ltoSl «UM»S 5^1 CTOT JTfR^fOT? TO 5T, 3T5 
TO*C to: ^T5FT 5Ttt 
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on$ «qffir tot c?ot ?rf? et«$t toot et®$t? sr w eottoto toe csfcr 3*frr 

TOT? TOl TO? workshop GTO? TOE 3?t ?E^ CTO injured EC? CTOTC? et?, 

fRJ TO CTO ?TI OTTC? 3R$ OTT C? CTO <\<^{ RT$ TO? ?$ | CTTf^T TO 0T f?C? 
OTl TOTOR TO®5 RTO TO TOOT CTSTfllfy visitor CTO? C^SfCT 5”5T 1 fR£ CTW 
CTOT TO E?t? l C? TOTRTT fro C 5 ^ (5. TOCS' l ETsyr? Improvement Trust R X C3 

EOTTOOT? pn rn R *T5CC?i 3R C? ?R typhoid, pox, cholera, T. B. EC «E 5M^ 
TO ?Tt ET®yr? C??R ®t?*Er $T C?<TOT to 5? C?5t 33FjT living hell. C^TO Im- 
provement Trusts? TO TO TO? E’C? C? CTO^t $T ®TTf=C ?Tl TO?, TO 5TO nc^ TO l 
TOT ?f? 3TO C?$T TO I 

TOTO TO 3?T$T TO 3 TO^? C?!OT ?Tf«r---«TT T ? J te1? C? TO*f C?j>T CTO^T RC3 CTO 
<5[V^ KEPT? 3*F$T **IT ?C?OT — 

“There will be no poverty, no feeling of high class and lou class. ” 

5T ?fa r oteot s*r? ypi «rrf? aRS to nrf? =ct i High class a«K low class tocc? ?t 

a ?fa ?? ts’nrcn ??»ot *nt? : tor to tot ?otot-- 

“It will be our aim to abjure any policy that tends to concentrate wealth in 
the hands of a fortunate few , thereby making, relatively , the rich richer and the 
poor poorer.” 

f*F$ $*T? orthodox WWM TOT to C?*OT ?n Graded Income-tax ?i Inheri 
tance tax a* ?R to rc? richer 3<!^ ^fro TOTOT, TO poorer 
3*t\ ?T£TC7 TOOT I ST ?T rest to 5 ?. S'TjUTOT ?? ; T??ST ?T €5TTO TOR CTOTOl TOlT 

$ ?R$ toot? i trtt? to>r ewe? to *r? sto c? ?r c?otce? & >a srs cto 

oo Wj“1 OTt to <fc?ce? — aEro? ?f? c?tf to rot tor steot cto a w^tfg? 
?El*t? <OT C? richer richer EOT TO ?T. poorer poorer EOT TO ?T t 

The Hon’ble Sri NALtNI RANJAN SARKAR : *?^ nc^ u^m\ 

Sri SIBNATH BANERJEE : r?t toIt. tot? TO>lTt 
toto yfw?1 swt? Sot i ** ?e? serf? a?rc? TOei ??r?? *tot tot; T e — ^ z~ n[ 
R\ tor ?tor ffw?1 srro Sot: rto. tor« c*t* w to t ot , 

TOR Rt TOT? CTOS C^t ?WT ?T3T CTO?. S?T? Sfttto? ?TOT?« U*t TWT ?^R 1 5JTt 
*tC? R C? ??? SftW?1 SWT? ^OT fCTO C^ ?? ; ?t 5T? I Uc*t?®: TO * o TO jjT?rr qr« r 
RTO ®RT TO ??P? TC?CR TO 5? <fT?«TTt ?R7l R C? WTO R TOR ?T ^ ? T? wn TO5R? 

TOK? TO *3?® RT ^r^TC? I ®C? ®Wto? RTTO? flfto TOE . TOOT . TOS* fW % 

TOTTI TOW 3? CR? f?^ C?VT ??T^ E’W ES?T CTO I fECRT TO Tr? 

TO?? ?f? ?5U rz SIZ to-“5i TO, 8 TO. ® *TO? TOT 5ftW?1 SWT? ^OT EC?. TOW 
fWM to TO?Pt C?®?T CTO l 3 fTO 7 b ?EC?? VFft t ime EC? CTO l 

3? TO UtROT mn Security Bill ?R TO EC?fEK 5 R wto? EETR 3 TO to? 
toj fTO ETC? Essential sendee 3? TOT CRT! ?T? TR? TOT ?T 5RTRT 

£?^ faf??~ iSTTO strike RT WIlW EC?CEl f?~j stnuirity of servicesa? CW fw; 

RT E?t? I C?T^t *T^f? «TT$Tt EC? 1 5 j? 3 toCRT Z ?C??t, ?K8lT R?T?S ETC? ETC? 

OT1 CTO TOTO^ HPcurity of serviees3? ?T?^ET RT E?f?l TOTO ? HOT 
COT RTO R Pm E‘C? 3?5t CTO C?^CT TOCCCT TO? TO $?T 3?t ffRR E*3 C?$ 

OT? ?.C?I Pay Gornfflission E? SWTO: C?OT TOWtCR (RTl TOR? 2TCTO ETTTO? 
?^? ?^y? ffOT, ?^5? 3^5? CTO? ETON! C?S?T EC? 3?t CRl RT EOT ROT 
COT TO Eefr BTbB C? TOC*? Central Government CRRTO? TOOT ?f? Bengal 
Government c?* rrot 3¥?T to C^TC ' f t > CTO? m TOOT TO?T Rl? Jtot T ?^C5 
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nrti ^ rrr, a*3T faq mx a? m irfnr m iri tot? m^crofr? 

t y y fr RC^ g mm labour Commissioners? through:® a?$T tt?^T fCltf® C? 4MH 

8oi8(nao x fwra f$vi fa*5 f^irc? ®t« mi hi 

“jwro u^ts 1 * at cftim mm tor, fwj ci itwn hit c?®?t m ®tc® an tat 

Suhrawardi gruel njil W1 1*TT5 *nT l M an tVltM C1CI 1 Htyrt 1T¥T? IT f®? mm 
calories IT f*Cf-— 

(At tin-' stage tlit* House was adjourned lot tilteen minutes. I 
(After adjournment . ) 

Sri 8IBNATH BANERJEE : Jcnro TO^TC® TOT TOC?* &>*!? 

toi Sww irpc? f? toj‘> arm to* c? *t?fT«i r$?t to, ®t® ?t$c® hi? 

it t TOtiari ci to®: to* fis-t? ?®i tots rulone i??t? - 51 cna a?#? worker 
®fl? flR 5T? ?*$T TO ??X® H?C?^ ®T C1$?T TO ?R5 a? TOT? colorie 

— ®TT® *T?5?T?fi CH? ST gruel a? ClHt C?TC$ H. IT C*JT? alow starvation* 

TOTTfl TOTC? 5T5TC? TO t^TClff » \ TOTT ft? ITflR C'ivil Supply Minister 
citr ?tor hi i?i a? c*rm h ?*ivr c?. tott't*® v «t® calorie tic? mro 
5T<rr 'T t <f:? far, 75TTTO *TRT fTtC? ?*tf&'C? ?HT7 I H TO Cl® IT CTO — shift 

for yourself TO®: C1$T TO Jty ® 1 

snm nUrt 1 toto totc^j rrJrt »wi wti **rt? *r c? f*T$rt ?c® to? it— 

rijTt TT3 TO HI?, fa” Hit? St ?*iT* ?TO® Bit T® TO?t TO ,f S TOW nritlH CHltf 
TO®: fofin «it w?1i®t str? cot ??z® tin ?t*®t? fbot-pat ha cm Cl? 
$tr? at nurtro? cot w® n i?i Hm? mm cm uo m cro Indian 

Dominion a acron ®rci? TO? TO?. h>W? *w Rs?r? ittot TOCii ®m? 
5RT croreM ns vys\ TO at f ?*T <1®*! tlfT« CTO TOT 1^19 *1? SlfftHl? 

HTTn <FCSC¥ «RTn ^CTO IT CTO? C^S?T9 e^Hontial Her vice ai 

TO ®*i? to icici. an ®rci? ®Tf$n tic? iron it?:?, ci^t? tin sn^rr* imrT it 
s^'c? ‘>n*fci ! ^ cnn? oro: ^>at lit4s nif*® time tni 

anti ?n ?rn mfi «rfi hi iron a«rra - ^ ' S'r<^<* r TOR? aftr 

?rtra i «mr? « % Vtch? tn? *nrrros an *ri?n m ft ^1 (A Voick r 

fdfl praviT ®?m l ) 

(At this stage the blue light was on.) 

8ri 8IBNATH BANERJEE— Five minutes more. Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER : I am sorry there are so many speakers that I can 
not give you more time. 

8ri 8IBNATH BANERJEE: TO? m sdumeas m \tTOi TO f*n 
at 5RY3 CTO, 1 TST JAth August TOT 3TH scheme ?C? ®TR? TOlTf 

TOt? tim. Cltf HS TO TOT TOT®®: TO Cl>T Civil Supply CTO. TO 

Criminal Supply CTO -^TTR? crnTO Ci^?T9 3TTTOT ??T I a?^ l®tl? 

5T?f? H tic® TOCn. loth August 194H rrT 1 ® ®TR? s?n ti^ a?fri ITim 

CTCl? TO1 t??5 «rr?TO ®TC1? S*t? ?Rt? RS?T TO ait ®T?T^ wtrikea? 
cifro ®tr? Tom? ctopto ?^n toci i ai>T to*® 
TO TTE? H T H ? TOM TOT ?t?. IFTO ISRTI (’abinet aK wHl*®? 1TOC?? TOUT? 

ftil To TOR t®tl 5 mrr nrot sympathetic TOR f 

®RW? Pay Commission a? recommendations. TOM l^:cn 

iff® gmttf Cf Pay Commiaaionai recemmendations ®wXt5f fftl? CTO fm HHlfl I 
Mr. SPEAKER: Jlr. BaAerjee, your time is up. 
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Sri 8IBNATH BANERJEE : m? m TO fato TO 5T*1 

$ to* fat* *ra a* TOT **f* toc**i a£r It «iofo totb* 

C*fa? Central P. W. D. 4*t Government Building Electric Division 

& T**tT* np f rr*rrt 1 t TO **^*; a*S* higher payment nw, TO lower. 

sr c*o* to — a£r rft**to$ to tot *ri otto w c* to rock-bottom, 
minimum living wage, a faf**5r re-construct **T ***** I OTTO 

TOT oo i8o *** TO J F*^* TO temporary C?R *TPF a fstfalfrT <^<1< Assembly CO 
TO*T TOtf, fa’TJ fa*^t 5*f* I ®ITTO Assembly srt TO Assembly f*®T — 

Dominion Status C**T *T*. a5l faBTC* CTO H*TTO 1 OTTO TO 

a^5'( «rrf* ?4i < — stoics 5T?*rrc*t c* sr* TOi?if*i <?(& $? N t*, otc** Ihc*? orfat* fa 
cftot a*t a«rrt** c^ r ?rrf ff t?rr *tch? <rta b ij&5t ^t& <?* s co 5? *r Writers’ 

Building a TOT *T3l *C*T*SCH? TO*T*T fTO *^T* C*TO *T PT*nt* C* n* CTOlf*t 
TOC* TOT Pay Commission as recommendations «R7TT r .< living *vage *T 
rock-bottom pay TO nTR TO". OT TOTT* *^** TOTI TOT *rfa, ®ra{fafa* *C*T** 

0 whole Cabinet a TOP* fTOFTT ^QC**1 . 

TO** AssemblyCO TOT TO **^f 4*t Writers’ Buildings TOT 
TO' . **3*, OTTO disparity of wages ?T*C*1 Overtime pay TOST *5 
*T *TTO temporary TOTT ** I a* M**5l f*t*« *5^** CTO srrptTRtT TO I a* 
fa*J5l *? 0 «T*lfafR *5T*TC*? fao? nr$ *T ; ttj)eaker *C*T*C** «tf c O* *C*T 

•tCT? TO, fa*$ *T? ’*f <s 5T0* *^F, TOTT «Ft? 0*T*T aST **T ^C? C**n>**l 

TO** TOlfaflJ* TTOT* appeal TOC** to Government employees — C0T**T 
*** *it5.CS C*$i TO**! 5 *T<n»l *C*C* TOT I a$T C^* k C*T TOTC* 4MI* 1 TOTT 5T5<T* 3(<FT 

*;’ TOT* TOT me®* — *P?Tl T5TTO? TOT Secretary ?T TOTT *? <E R *5T? " 1 *T 

TOTOC** TOC* *f* appeal *f*T 50 0*; fa^ *T*T living wage a* rock- 

bottom *TT* OTTO TOC* appeal TOffT -COT**T COTT *T fa*; l TOT *TO J fa TO* l 
tO (HI TO TO*6 sacrifice ^*T ^fpO; a ®T0?0 8tC*TTf* 0 WMW! ***T TOtl *TT*PT 
*R. 0*TTO <RTCO TOC?^ *T 1 Pay Commission TOTtfTO TOT* yT*T **f *5 *C0 
*T*;t<. India Government *Tt$C* 0 TOT? **T 5 0 **^«R i 2nT«TTTO*« C*^ W 

OTC*I ^*t!CO 5*. OTTO TO CTO' ?*HR I CO*T TOT* CO* TOST TO, atR C**TC* 

«(T*S CO* 5T*T**, «TT? *TTO C?t, OTPT? 8TSp C* RTHTT *Te^T 0T« <fl5 x C3 FR — a^T ?** <F?T 
HWl? 1 

TO a*^r W — TOTTO Labour Def>artfnent a? tfTCO TOT TO*T ?C*C*t 

OT* Wl Libour dournala 8o TOT? 5PFT TO*T 5C*C*! C**TC* **T *C*C* 

**** *TO frw fe? TO! Walker *TTO fa faR f*P5 *T*TO =TT? TOT 

ftCTOl *rp 0*T*Tfi fat* fTO *TTO* TO TOTT *t?l *TC5t a* 8o TOT* fa*; **fal 
a$T OT** TOC* I TOT*T CTO a f*TO TO TOTf*i C?TPro6 Lrfibour Journal 

toc* i tott *t? atrrro a 5 T *r*tfa ?1 to i 

OT*** Conciliation a* 5RT TOT **1°* TOC* I a?T TOPO ***T*^I Partition-fl* 
TO Labour Commission stfro? ??; srfa*T? *Tfa T *T* TO PTC** a?t ***1 *^* 

aCTO* 0*TO numbt‘r **i iTW*? number <T^T?I? 5RT 5 TOT* ^ 

***T*1 

or*** Tribunal C* CTOCOTt* **T TOC* C*$T *T**T *tr* *t? *T I Ot* Tribunal 
*r to*t aof** *rtf*. or* c* toc* or*t toc* i c* * y*T *j<* y g lc H* 
wfa **T*m «T*ifa a*t *r*r* *ra1*Te ot* fa*J?r *Tt**t 
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Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Banerjee, will you take your seatF 
Sri SIBNATH BANERJEE: Half a minute more, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Excuse me. Tltere are many members to speak. 

Sri SIBNATH BANERJEE: Only two sentences. 

Then regarding industrial truce. In Delhi there was an industrial truce 
but nothing was done. The Central (iovernment has asked that provincial 
and local units should he formed and it should he done immediately. The 
Laboui Advisor; Hoard has nut been formed. That should be done 
immediately. Sound trade unionism — that is a very dangerous thing. 
Sound for whom!" sound for Mr. Walker or sound for Mr. Dehen ScuP 
So no money should be spent on sound or unsound trade unionism. Let 
the workers themselves find that out. 

Mr. L. R. PENTONY: Mr. Speaker, Sir. in congratulating the Hon'ble 
Finance Minister on the lucid fiuuuciul assessment which he has presented 
for the ensuing year, I lee! it would not he ungracious to criticise a few 
features and bring to his notice certain omissions. We are fortunate indeed 
that it is a budget without any shocks and few disappointments. It has 
given us the general impression nt promise in spite of the short, time he has 
had at li is disposal to visualise and cater for some of the pressing needs of 
the people and although undoubtedly a large part of the financial obliga- 
tions for the development of the province is borne by the Centre, the 
Hou'liie Mr Sinker has been able to pro\ide for some expansion and certain 
amenities without recourse to iresh taxation. 

We support his unconcealed anxieh that the two parts of Bengal pursue 
friendly and co-ordinated policies as in spite of partition the people form 
a single economic and cultural unit, with an ultimate end in view'. 

We must, however, stress our disappointment that there has hardly been 
an; direct reference to the previous enquiries concerning the institution of 
Fublic Relations Officers and Staff attached to every department, the losses 
sustained on Boat Construction and 1'ood-Oiuins Furchase Schemes with a 
view to avoiding similar mismanagement in tin* new development proposals, 
the decontrol of foodstuffs and the liquidation of the Civil Supplies Depart- 
ment, the institution of a Mantime Board and insufficient data concerning 
development of waste land !<; mechanical means for improving agriculture. 

An analysis of the ptoposed expenses for the financial year 194S-49 in 
comparison with the actuals foi l!)4*i-47 shows that allotments have been 
made of 71 per cent, to Administration of dust ice and 74 per cent, to Jails 
and I onviet Settlements while on the other hand, onl\ dfi per rent, has been 
allotted to Medical Belief and per cent to Co-operative Ciedit and Belief. 

Siin e partition, the \\ t*sf Bengal Government have* been obliged to main- 
tain some institutions which weie more developed in the area, for instance, 
tile ( alcutta High Court. ( eiitr.il Jails, etc These institutions, though 
essentially necessary for the province, are rather over-staffed compared to 
the needs of the reduced province of West Bengal. In view of the fact 
that the territorial jurisdiction of these institutions has shrunk consider- 
ably, it is imperative that the; -hould he reorganised. A large number 
of official* opting for India, and not attached to West Bengal, have not 
received their posting instructions yet. It is high time that the most 
profitable utilisation of these officials should immediately he made by 
posting them in suitable departments. 

Government should explore all avenues tor reclaiming the convict* 
in some useful avocations. Cottage industries should he formed more 
widely for the rehabilitation of prisoners on their release. 

West Bengal is an infant province. Her resources were heavily taxed 
and strained since the August disturbance* in 1946. Bengal could not 
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build up any reserve towards the Post-War Development Fund during the 
war. The 1944 famine and other calamities heavily drained her available 
funds. Now, West Bengal happens to be the sentinel of India’s eastern 
border and in view of this fart alone, she deserves the utmost consideration 
and help from the Central Government. 

The demand of 2 Jo lakh* is commendable and we are pleased to see that 
Government plans to spend adequate sums towards promoting- a long-felt 
want — Tech nival Education. 

Apart from the lump sum grants made for uew projects, out of the 
Central Government \s subsidy, only Rs. 107 lakhs have been demanded 
under this head, which is <m!\ 4(i pei cent, of the actuals for undivided 
Bengal in 1 JMG-4T . With the increase in expenses due to implementation 
of ihe Pay Commission s recommendations, a larger share of the allotted 
amount will he absoibed towards establishment charges, resulting in a 
reduet ion of medical relief to the people 

lu the same way, when the details are wanked out for the plans for 
which lump sum provision has been made, we trust that if will be realised 
that at (he present stage of oui hospital history, the need for providing attrac- 
tive and comfortable condition 1 * of seivice foi muses is of the highest im- 
portance. Buildings ami other necessities are secondary at the moment. 
To-day, the nurse is the most important fattoi in am scheme for the improve- 
ment and development, of hospitals in India. 

A demand of 19 lakhs appears too meagre compared to the complexity 
of the problem. It should ha\e been incteased. If is only ‘17 per cent, 
of the actuals for 1946-47 of undivided Bengal. 

Compared to the actuals for undivided Bengal in 1946-47, only 54 per- 
cent. has been earmarked in the cuncnt budget Of the sum of 14 laklie 
much the great ei proportion will be appropriated to increase in suluiies and 
superintendence, leu\ing very little to subsidise other projects fostered by this 
Department. Some provision should ha\e been made for popularising hand 
spinning in view of the acute shortage of cloth, which is likely to continue 
uuahated for some time to come. 

lu connection with Police administration, we would like to stress that 
during the present period of transition it i> ahsolulen essential for the pre- 
servation of law and order that the Police stall as well as the clerical depart- 
ments of the Intelligence Branches be kept up to full strength. With 
the division of the province there has been considerable reduction in the 
departments so that it is impossible for depleted staff to cope with the 
urgent work which accompanies every fresh emeige»r\ The introduction 
of noting in Bengalee further slows down efficiency and adds to the diffi- 
culty of filing and recording. In order to maintain the smooth, efficient, 
and speedy working of the maehinen of Government at this time of i 
change-over in the official language of the province, it is essential that 
adequate staff be employed and facilities gi\en to non-Bengalee speaking 
employees to perfect themselves in a difficult and intricate script. 

As it would not be possible for the West Bengal Government to meet 
the normal minimum expenses, the Central Government should take the 
responsibility of repaying their pre-partition debts (as allotted by tbe 
Arbitral Tribunal) with a view to placing the province’s finances on a 
sound footing. A precedent may be found in the Xiemeyer Award, 1947, 
under which the Government of India undertook to repay the province’s 
liabilities by an extraordinary jrrant on tbe inauguration of Provincial 
Autonomy. 4 

The allocations made out of the Central Government subvention of 657 
lakhs for tbe eurrent year for post-war development schemes should be 
spent within the scheduled time and not allowed to go by default, as 
previous experience has shown. 
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In the planning programme we note with pleasure that the Hrtn'hle 
Minister for Finance has expressly stated that it is the intention of Gov- 
ernment to proceed with the schemes which have been previously prepared 
and developed, and in this connection we hope that the scheme for the 
construction of a Stadium in Calcutta, will fructify as a productive under- 
taking financed by Government. 

Despite the heuv\ congestion in Calcutta and suburb* and the steady 
influx of people from Hast Bengal, a large number of buildings, hitherto 
occupied b> mihtarv ami scmi-Govcrnm Hit organisations, are lying vacant. 
It i- impossible to take up building projects because of the scarcity of 
o-eutial material.- and high labour charges. Immediate steps should be 
taken b\ the Government to requisition the vacant houses and barracks 
lying in Calcutta and -ubuib- ami let them out to tenants at reasonable 
rate-. The plan to build a satellite town-hip at Kanchrapara is commend- 
able and deserves top pnoritv Calcutta bus been a big liability to the 
count i\ side, because ot the heavy demands of foodstuff- and provisions 
made bv it tiom a ludiu- ot about 10 mile- In view ot the congestion in 
Calcutta and the pie-einc ot a vast floating population with a higher pur- 
chasin'.’ power, all fic-h food -tuff’s, vegetables. hints, elc , find their way 
to the metropolis, io the detriment oi the health ot rutal population. 
Decentralisation ot ihis citv and diver-mn ot a huge number ot men 
trotu tin- plaee bv ciratuig suitable opportunities ioi livelihood in satellite 
towns is ihe onlv remedv which can remove the miseries ot the common 
man 

It bus been touml that Government ha- ted need the "eeklv rnlioti ot food 
grains even below minimum nutrition requirement Tin* pte-enf allotment is 
1 si. 'i ch nee and 11 ill. wheat products, o? ’’ lb oi bread per week. 
Til is is inadequate toi all adult, ami -o induced some people to dtuw 
rations on ghost latum cards. Black market in lire and wheat products 
js stiil rampant, and the Government have been obliged to maintain a 
tight cordon mound rationed areas. A non-eater of ri< e has to test 

satisfied with 1? oz. of bread per week. This drives a lot of us fo tin* open 

black mat ket where bread is available in plentv at fanrv prices without 

coupons, thus giving the impiession that the apparent shortage is not in 
wheat products but in its equivalent coupons. The Government should 
realise that bread-eaters me also entitled to some consideration In view 
ot the fact that gradual decontrol of food grams and iedm tioti in rationing 
commitment - are the declared police of the Centre and as the decontrol 
of cereals, pulses, sugar, etc . has not acted adver-elv on the mark'd, it 
is well worth trving decontrol of wheat for a time at least as an experi- 
mental measure 

The effect of deennti ol on cotton textiles is \e< to be seen and it is 

hoped that pines will come down when adequate stork is released to the 
mai ket. 

The faulty and compln ated method- of assessment and realisation of 
the Sales Tax have defeated the vet \ purpose for which the levy was first 
introduced bv the present Finance Minister The !ev\ has been increased 
from time to time without bringing about any corresponding windfall in 
the provincial revenue and it has caused a diversion of trade from Bengal. 
If Government cannot discharge its normal obligation- without tapping 
this source of revenue, it is incumbent on them to sec that tli*e procedure 
of collection is simplified, all possibilities of multiple taxation eliminated, 
and the realisation machinery become- honest, ’ igilanf and unsparing. Uni- 
form and easy systems of accounting and returns should be introduced and 
the administration should immediately be purged of undesirable elements. 

“Produce or Perish” should he the watchword for manufacturers and 
labourer*. The setting up of the conciliation machinery is timely, but before 
cases are forwarded to Tribunals Government should satisfy themselves 
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that every avenue of amicable settlement has been fully explored, and in 
settling disputes, Government should see that no unjust burden is imposed 
on manufacturers with a view to pacifying the intransigence of agitators, 
as a result of which production may receive a severe setback or the ulti- 
mate burden be transferred to the shoulders of the helpless consumers. 

We endorse the proposals put forward to the Centre for altering the 
basis of allocation of the Jute duty and share of Income-tax, and are con- 
fident that with the able representation at hand West Bengal's share in 
both these sources of revenue will be increased. 

We ardenth stress the inclusion ot the people’s representatives in the 
directorate* of the Government's proposed housing, transport and commu- 
nity kitchen schemes. The reports of such representatives drawn from 
every section of thought in the House are more likely to afford a proper 
basis of appreciation for the House to decide such questions a 9 methods 
of administration, control of expenditure and future relations between 
the public and the legislature, particularly if the Hon’ble Mr. 
Sarker is really serious in hi* remarks that his party is anxious to see 
that the rich do not become richer and the poor poorer. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJI : Speaker TO.lH'5, 

wrol rotam anm mm tfsrorro mv ro tous nr t?ro 

taj ^fforro sro'taT ro ro TOi s'rtronr? fra® fcft crpurm 

yfm <twroi tot? to ros svto storm? tour to mus « ’Mur 

tat? cro TOta intro ?r . to *tasrro cron pif nta. to rat caS nlta 
•fftPi TOrt; atro aTtar. ®T5T to intro nrtat. to wt fctror $ csT*rta? 
TO? *rrtr? <a<n cro tan? intro ^ g p nrrrsT 

® snfron <v? tour i snf? ror? «n*r?T torus tour? to 

ta wrTOlfl m taTq-TO^-arorsr <mr tar* fsfa ^tro^t i 

etto? srvfnr srto? spro? roro frnti tarr yrror cTO i 

roro? frTO s®*n 5R~? afaror? wt*f\ a irecn? nro w "tig 
stotai srt? roro? a*$T5 5551 && Jtasrro ■rtf snnn ?rt rofr 

?tow? to® to fast StR> roro ur?rs tow i 

irI « n?1c? *ntr*T 37? Eta tou^ ro tow ro toi srro: srfw? 

stto tanw*R. ron to a*n c*r*t snta f«t|c® tot?^ rani-taro 
1 to stto Itottoto? row rVt? eT??ic* i row-*nta Mm srro 
«srt tyfroci 1 asRi <ft ^ 5w rmrs ro rtroi tor 4 }? 

WTO? ntta? 3RJTO. fofa TO S* 2TTO 7?Tf*‘?7 ro? SRT 

totot ri Rtfj ^tt3? rosr at?qfro tro? to stto to 

?r*ai 

® 'tfllCA? aTit^T sForora? srt snrrsRt? Mslii ^FTstS t*tra ® totoi 

af^ro gtfwTO m to: mr:n. « at^ro? ro to: tototi crol? 

EtOTl ^*58^ anr (TOT? ««t^T 5 ( Industrial Disputes Act ) 

sal? ct5TTf 1 to «ntR Tytfj froro tot flirro trow Shttot^tt 1 

■srorr? TO*f stw ro ro 5 *r fro e toto atj^rro ®toX TOffr? 

aWT; rtrro *nfro « j!to tan? ntanr =n tar, tanro 

«rt*ntTO ?RT Tribunal WRT 1 J <STOX ?ThT3:i 5 atw 6 RTtTO 5 ? TOtOT Statf? 

tntroi !rta atatro, TOif*^ ataro w rtu? ewto j tot ftartro ?TOt 
tanro^ro «nro ‘tot TOnmt ®toX 

at TOTOTO TOTt fTO $ TOTO afS^TW *nta HtTTO? TOT fTO W 
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Ttfw Tm e win aWtw ata* wm «w s^i wrtwnt 

SU . ®«r*X *W» toi «* *r 

mxmim Ww *T* ttaX af,CT,Tt 9,wX * W?w ^ 

«m& Wfaim? can ntrai aw tre* «fw star ’*’'**” 
wfwn man iNt war? -man st mts <ta X ^ 

casratrcti atatfai tacw tart® ar^rerf? n««r*ftai 
sets acr® atan ®nX aW5i Snarer snfr afro w *'**■"* «* wwi 

afa^n i fallR gUTTOT *tR ftSTtT <$ 4tol 

fan aita aa tone at* snrtT *W5cs tafre dni fMta 

facrraa aXrcar msa at atca am mxrta ta$ artTtar ttcai Ww aaanrtcaara 
ifmmr wa tam? atamn cs** atan aamra aXm aaw ar rtca f <«rcn 
D i tr.-u i '.B usua l atcat JitfaSanran an arf«n s afa* aacat attaca aftn a^rarc 
facsrc*? «mR wiRft sfft* t ^ 

tUfaS-mtn faajn afaStaro t s*ta asm an® ata anain jfacaar tltu s ''’ > ” 7 ” 
5^51 1 WTT^ 3TtW^TT5l-a^ STC «TC* 3f h*1 M _ \ 

rfsnar aim «nta nfam ca Sittama nca»rt niXc-S* aaf5 tat <T1Tt T * *** 
aTsitirai i i Mi.-n rcaa an ranis: a* atacaa sm aana ami ataairo ata* 1 
sita wan a i tai.-m * rtcs am. a^ar< «acaa aa ana Irtai^nma fasn stars artami 
m spra Sfaara aaa aa «ama San itra aaa m wia atw ® arfam a? facia atai 
«nfan an sis arftmr ms: cifaita? ifsiam marar srartca, aim «wT- 

rjp^: $*< Sft P frR ST^TRT? CtTt^ fare I 

faff* SOTX *WS ^3"rtTO*ra ( MomliHtttion a« ) «<* 

tIwr *tei sriw ^ ot? a* w 1 **<7* tc>«t «hT4WI 

efpfX jfW g ^rt ^ 5f?n^ra «*r Jff, *$x \ 

3TO JPTO 5RT TOR 5T? BtHTW t f«T*nS«TR 

W»n:^ «rrt^7 rtrw «nr?r Wl 

w i ^ n 7mOT ^tm^T UzKrift ?tw «CTtj Jrr*n i fr wra at H4W< 

^ G f 4C* fre 3 $75* 55?T RTWTt^ I a w^W W W 'l‘lt4'.4T4 0(TtRR SWIR 

cn ^nyn r n ^ltTT/n T? WRT 5tR l *TZ$t SOT1R 5ll4^m UKJi 

?Fto rtc^i 5 ^ Wf !it^4 ^ S^nnR 4^ra?n W«f 


iwtam a a i ca i va r srcn fma l tw aar waaraTata* *m i nttaa ataara a*nta 
iiosaa aais l srem Key mdustm- sro^ta anlaaai laaca* n^s ana am. 
fa^ ams a^sn g i sX m ata^ aTra cara aren arsat an aiti a ataa 
?f<?T ^*t*R «t3 \ 

faf«*f 5 n« 5 *ta «wiW> *pf amitFS ara a^js aranara srai amc? «n5m 
aam rtuni faara isi'caHS® amiaa Sasw aacarcaacaa aacam heavy 
chemical* Sww Swcit aafS namr im wW ifaanan a»sfw 
sms sn m 5m aarc rtaicii a a?St ’Ctw **tr, ^"5 ,W119 
Tm anta ifaanan wa aamn Swat amc5 aiti nXta nix’s a? a? 
njf 5 t»ro tarcia anam nnna i<«f»n afaarr. afar smi at n^fS ananra 
aaWitaarw mfns asr raa*n i tmrsa anann sm *w s carta awnt an«T 
aisan am, carta anam r aifaca® ai*am fairs neat anam aaat arsrtS warn 
tfufarfac am «nca: asm gfaam aacsr am® afeta atcat at nx mann yat 
t»are arrant afMisn aw stcr facati cam sram casan a,faai rmi w\* 
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BfaTO flfaTOT? f ZtfyQtf RR ^ STTO WlTO WTf*m *?m ttRT® TOfaTO 
H^tTQ tr^TTCM ‘tR'tRT? 4415 ?C®H tS?T TOPT?l \HI 4ltc'0Cft. TOWRT ^tTB 

*?tto? nr r fa«fR? to c **5*$ ^rs^tWJ "fiat asffr *rfafa fa?^ ^farou at 

*<fafB? tftlTfRWTC? <1*^1? HR 7 CHFt TOT? nTHTT? Hlftni TOR 5RT a TOR expert 

designer fat^f TO - h? 4R I BTHTT ?fa *tfacR 4TW? TOTO? 9 fa?t$ ewTttt fttf 
TOfafaS ?TTO TOTOTO? TO <STCMt ?l5RFI 

at 5 to Basic Induatry? wi TORT fro TOTR TOC 9 TO iTfo faR?^n 
at 5R fac*?? *TC*fT Hfti^t CTSTStT SRS? ^$74 fan?- 

3J*ft srf^TT $fTO StRi ?T?1 frorc^fa? Ufa? State ttT5 TOT, IT ' fffaP T t faTO 
RW?1 8WR ftT5 ’OR I STfafaTO faTO RTOT?7 gfafrR Ct 5R faTO? Ufa? 

flU JTffT R? J’RQ C*5c54 TO$T TOT^IlTST $TRT TOTO? l 

a?T? C?*R. ?*3, ^ 3 ^$'7? faTTHlTT’f faTORT? C? ?!< > tt ^famt! 

55TCT OTfa $TO STCOTTOF I ^3 ror? ?fa!R ?T«sro TO^f R T W?7 TO? W 

5TTO «rrfa faro? faropr wrWI? r fans stt?i tort ^57? faro? faros trofa 

H 4 ^4 TOT I??T? 1 3T4$ ^7? far*? f44‘lc*l4 Ct?®$l Htf'cn ptC"4 I «TtC5T fcft! «r$?| CtfSTT TOI 

5 trc trai ’TR^rf to ?i> 7 ? faro? faro rtrsr nsrfaRlR? rto-totr ^R?«rrfa 

5RT4R ttR, TSItTR? fSTRS ?lf^C? J STRT at 5T? ^t>7? faTR?? <M 

nsW®* sttot? faTOftrs tt; rtr? ro i s^af? stRs hJhsr ?sfaR tost? 
Basie Industry? faro stfamT? STTW s TOBim I fTO$ $ ro^tR? 

np^faro tni to ^ 7? tron? faro TO5ft ?R5?n?! 

<r1 ® -rTr? ’rrsrfar 4fao <rf?rre fro srr^t ^trfanrr ’rf^Tfirot yrfarro 
RTtrfarr? tei tot? fro *rnfai Rt tel Rfafa toRt jtto?: 8 !? to^ te 

cnijTO torwr? to i 5W ro: ; ? nt*5T5r?r?^rr *qR«r< fa ?t ?*rr i fafarr 4^®! 

?:to TO^«rrr r tot ?rf^mi' yrror <ro w tot? tor ?s?t$ RRTfa?n at 
TOR ’T?!*!? TO TR5" g^fa? Sfffa R TORT? !JRT 5Ri^Rfafa5 1 S^TJ'SB ^ TOTR faTT 

to farorsR I *r?? jtrt? to5 r far ers Jt?t tor to c.$?tc» ®nfa \<t; w ^tor 

TO ?fra 5Tt I fa*T 2H5 ^RT ?R ^*KT ^T I at fa»! BHf JT?T TO^OFTR 2?t at 

trort tr?c ttrst tot? <ro ct^5 *nr? 1 TO c fR‘'^? a fairs a*R strst ttoi> fartt* 
fTR BRTRR ?faC3l Tl 

RJRR? 5M3T?*T S RT? ^7 ^^’Tfa^fa R5 ^faRi’RR ?TT5R ?RT?R 4ift.H0 faTOt IT fC5 
r rons ?fro ?^t wmt<? fro? TOfa3 ssst torri 

«iot rot To! <nfa faro? faror rorfaro? srfro ^rtrI sto 

TOrofR TOtR TWC^t 

{To? rot «T7t? ?ftffl ?fTOTTO <T^-HTOT £Z TOT*T 9 ? v 37?r7r? TOfT 95 

C’tnRTs ci •nsTiRTR? *ri hm^*? a*R ®t?t ®ffa ?fa? a?t citi w? s^ft? ?Tr^t> 

c?r tors ??r ts •Tit i fatR ttrfaro? y < t ?**rfafa *ffa?f*RT ?i 4 H tor ??t ttim 
ao m (tvrr, a?t toTtoTri ?^Rro? srt tor to ttnrt >o m frrori wft« 

9 TTvifiWfl «Tfa-n»RT1 r 95 5TT?T«T R Go m 9 ^o 5TR JRT fa 5 ^ I ^faTOT? 

5TOTtm 95 8^ ?('f^T5!t R TO? ®faTO5 ttT a? Rite? tRjTtRTS fat; faRRRT fat? 
ttR IT a?T ttT TO5T fa^ 5tR at^falR 5TTO5 tT??R TOTfTO ?T«TRTj TOTfajl a?fa 

Wfigm to ro i n fa nt <i 3 <R! ^ s>faro reT a^5 to ?tei it rt trro: fatrorfm 
t fffast 1 ; . Rte rt ; ? ^ 6 ro>rr?? *ry tR^tt trcro btrrt rtto to ?fa?m fa?W7 
SKS 'tfatl «fRT? tC3 tfat tfa?T5R TOS SFfaror? ny afstt Improvement 

Trust trfarot rtr to Stei ^ tn^? totbc ttt? tfarort wtorti fffa 



140 


19*8*1 GENERAL DISCUSSION OF THE BUDGET* 

survey *fm nf wroT «R^nt tost ?tto, to 4 Mw wot frOT? m 

Wuc toot ^n*t w tot?f* 1 sfa iwiw w to «T^f fa** iot s^tt itotoot tot 

^ «rr=ir^r wTtmsd^ <rtcto f^OTUrn «r^r nrr^i 4* 

nfaf fyre ^ fawfSOT TOTOTT sfWOT $RT ^ *TO faWtf S*TO nTO l 3fWOT 
girj $$xc? *TT[ fafatS fTO *fWT3T? ?*$TnHHU? TOTO STCWUT 4l?l STfTOt TO*t, 
yg " Ut»nOT BKTO l 3fOT» 5^ fr?TTTO? TO*5T «TTfTO *TTt*T 9^? *TO« <pT<n¥t8f? 

vtfm to *?r *fa? *? i toscS torot «nw oo «r* 5 t*t to ?l?ut i 

fWTOT «r=n ??TR *?T ft4«Tlf Qo 5T* UTSTl 4* UTOTfft* «u«tiTOU< ?T ^fyKT 
$fa?r to nt?wR «t*t?^ <!t^rr rsrsut towTsi 

$$ z ot to ? ^terror? faro to:*? «tfw*nTO to i *fwT5T? ?$farc TO5l*farw 

SRT fffaTO? TO TO ^?*T?l aW: $fa? ?TtTO?T TOira ^“kirtH? 8fa ftre 

Snrre 7[ *fare <Tnr? ot*t erfaro? srfa sto to tott* t TmsI?®: ?*$1 wbcot 

C ^ri ' ^ l g ^TTTTO? 5^n CWWT? ?T*ST, WCOT. ®TOT. 'WfRT. 5rSOT?TO 3$f$I 

SttfgTO we*^ scnHOTOT $*? to cron ?*t 1? Sntw<rc 5$ wn^tl c? at *nmTt? 

otIs «t;t~ 5 ? sotto? HTtxrsr rtr?i ?nirr$R *TO a <rorr? toIttoc^ wfcrofr? 
$TO tos TO^TTOIS **?T7 tfr?i 

fro $ to^pi **??? 3r^f surer cvfafal *ttot? c? *wn ?f??TOT tot? stfarfat tot? 
err? far ??tt? TOi g*fwfa? yc'ro? fa** tot? «r fc s % 55 srj?ts c? *far*T? *?t?1? 
tott? *?s fra fj? far* ^t?t ?rf«r?T4 fafa c?n 55 n? grrr^ «im? r*rt 

err? 5 *fa TO) ?CTtf SRiOT ?^?? *TC 5?T?« fat «FH TOOTfa* fafST 3fa*&TOT TO 
swf ??tr to rifarrei TOTSRfat tor to? 4xn :*tt?r ctr^r- ?sfaR mt? 1? 4?r 

to>t r*TTFT s \1f\f er f?^£n faroi 

bra? ar? n? toi r?: w to ?4?n ?r?*1 *r„? fc TOamt?? e shItsot tottt i 

a ro g r y l? a? totoItto totm far; to toto i ?r f srr? TOTtrer wifacas 

OT^t el? «tr<prr? ?r4i sotrow swr? f?TOTO*Rt ?tto? sto tottti a4 swr W 7 <- 

«v? ff4r5T 5TTtT5 ®RTRT TO JT54 TOT* =tf C? 7 ? 5Tfa <t 2R TO <4 nfaRT ?TtT?l 

mt? 1? <TF«fro^? *nre wt «Vf?i a4 aimr faOTTOWOT to cn4 v?er? jktojrI? 
?t??t? sra^TO*^? to far?? i 

TOT? ?f?T OT ftoi TOfafa? TOTR? TOT? TOl> ?fTO a«R Win ?fa?TPR~~ 
“To< lay w<* brmthf* the air of fr(M*dom and the power to nhape our destiny lien in the 
hand of our jieople/* ?TT5il3 ' r zr*S f tZ$ZK 55 freedom C 4?f TOa RfarTC 5T1I 
e?im TOTOT BRT^ ?TO? TOT TOTR? faTf’“OT fTT5 fa? 31 ( TTt ?T?? fafaT? TOTTO 
TO *faT5 ft? ! a«R STOTT f^TK'fa I ^?T?fa OTTT* STfOTT fafTK ?T$?r 5Tt 

cat fas M^ T? mtOTTt STOTOT ?? f*¥ % *?T fr?*T? t «T^iRTT* *T<5 W& ?Cf I fa 3 ^ at?- 

* ' ta^ ' «r?r? 1 to *fac? to at<Hmfa3? far* ?^rfafa?fTT? «Tr<rrt?r to? i to TOtrfa 

TOrt? TOTI*T? ar? OTT ?^T5 TO? f? I TO ^TTOJ? ?TT5 I RTO tny? *t??T 

VfafT COTT? JRT CTTyfafa SM? 5TTOT ?TOT TO l TOOT TOfar* ?R>?? fanp 9^5 
TOTt?T TO l ®T4 TO WfOT-fr? TO TOTto OTl «R*T? tWTOT-TOf at W TOTtS 
fa C ICH? TO^C«f TO. CTO? 9TO? *TTT U 5 ^ 1 WT W C5T5 afa’WarT SR^TTC? ?fTOT5? 
g^5 s TT ^ n ti T yarr i ?4ra «tot srtr 4 «ro ?4 t? 2 ?" ots a^rr?r?^n ^rfa?T 5fac? ?t t 
“*T fWC” 

Mr. DANIEL COMES: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I must heartily congratulate 
the Hon’ble Finance Minister for his presentation of a generally pleasing 
budget and for his presentation with words and observations which testify 
that he has a complete mastery of the financial fabric of the province. He 
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has at last redeemed the budget of this half of the province of Bengal from 
the confusion of a wavering direction. In consequence today we at least 
see the vision of a comprehensive plan although the actual plan may be 
delayed for some time. 

The financial state of the province is apparently healthy but it would 
be somewhat of flattery to suggest that this affluent position ie much the 
result of any tremendous effort Km the part of Government or their pre- 
decessors in office. The affluence of West Bengal is more or less due to 
the accident of partition which placed Calcutta, the most revenue-produc- 
ing tyea in United Bengal, within the jurisdiction of our fortunate half of 
the province. The financial position would have been much better if 
Government had succeeded in persuading the Centre to allocate to this 
province the full quota of 20 per cent, of Income-tax. Assuming normal 
vigilance on the part of our provincial Government and granting a sym- 
pathetic attitude on the part of the Centre towards this province, the 
financial position of the province of West Bengal should continue to be 
bright, enough to permit increasing the expenditure on nation-building 
departments as inevitably as the financial position of Eastern Pakistan will 
be dark necessitating imposition of extra taxation and restriction in bene- 
ficial expenditure in that part of the province. T would not like to draw 
a comparison between the probable financial positions of the two sister 
provinces of Bengal if the difference in prosperity would not have a direct 
and appreciable effect on the economy of this province. The relative pros- 
perity of this province is bound to stimulate and accelerate immigration 
into this province not only of members of the minority community in 
Eastern Pakistan hut also probabh of members of the majority community 
in that area who are gradually getting disillusioned as to the blessings of 
separated State. Government should he fulls prepared to maintain their 
financial structure in such condition that it can stand the strain of wel- 
coming these immigrants. 

It is regrettable that Government has not thought fit to stop the im- 
position of the sales tax. The incidence of this tax is lieaw on the poor. 
The tax is easy to be evaded and it tends to drive out the commerce from 
the province into other spheres where there is no such tax Government 
should try to do away with this tax at the earlier opportunity. They 
should try to find out other alternative taxes such as those on advertise- 
ments and luxury goods. 

It is ulso regrettable that the budget does not reveal any well-thought- 
out plan for the solution of the unemployment problem. It looks as if 
Government has taken complacently for granted that the allotted expendi- 
ture on .several departments and the rising prosperity will automatically 
absorb the unemployed by the free play of competitive wages. Such a 
hope 1ms not proved true in any country. It is desirable that Govern- 
ment should make a statistical survey of the enemployed at least of those 
among the educated community and devise positive plans, such as 
encouragement to employers by the introduction of a scheme of tax remis- 
sions for every extra person employed. Government may also consider 
the advisability of spending on public works, even by incurring debt, 
specifically for the purpose of relieving unemployment. All progressive 
countries have accepted the responsibility for the solution of the un- 
employment problem. The people of this province also expect that this 
Government in collaboration with the Centre should act on similar lines. 

The policy of gradual decontrolling of goods in accordance with the 
decisions of the Central Government is welcome to this province. But at 
the same time it is necessary that decontrol .should be immediatelv follow- 
ed by an intensive drive for production or else we are bound to witness gal- 
loping inflation with its spiral of increasing wages and price. It is 
absolutely necessary on the part of Government to keep a steady watch on 
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liuuidated as soon a* possible. . . 

It is gratifying to note that Government propose to spend fairly large 
,ums fo/tbe iation-buildmg departments. 1 hope Government Eave con- 
•idered tlie possibilities of finding men and material to sturt the works. It 
will be a sad disappointment if at the end of the year we are .informed that 
the works could not he proceeded with for want of suitable experts and 
sufficient material. . . . . .. . 

I trust that the scheme of producing fertilisers « Bibwr .^"province 
province is participating will prove to be ot benefit ^ ^ tbe crops 
An apprehension lias been expressed sometimes th » ftine fertiliser 

in Bengal being somewhat different to those in Bihu , . , ■ .i - 

m u not he suitable to conditions in Bengal. If has been voiced thw 
House pre\ iousU that the fertiliser of the nature <d ammonium 
that’ is being produced in Bihai has a tendency to damage tU> () '.^ in 
luaneutlv attei yielding good cop f.u a few years I hope at tioccrn 
meat has taken expert adece on the possible usefulness of the teltlllse.s. 

The allotment ot one core o! rupees for the purpose ot increasing the 
emoluments ot lowet paid Urn eminent servants is a very necessary on 
1 wish the Finance Minister had not supplemented this allotment hv one 
page ot questionable instructions. Let Government never forget for a 
moment ti.at it we want to root out corruption, it we wan to ra se i the 
standard ot eftieienev in administration, it is necessary that Uoviintmnt 
servant' must be given adequate wages and honourable conditions of living 
so that they m.iv resist the temptations ot earning by unfair nunn. . 
in peace ami in war. if the timerninent seivants cannot he trusted as Hilly 
reliable, the future ot this procure will he very dark indeed. Instead of 
giving a Immilv to the Government, servants, the Hon hie himinee Minister 
should have provided them with opportunities to live in cheaper houses or 
to get cheaper rations 

The Finance Minister deserves to be congratulated particularly for his 
industrial poliev lie has shown murage ami wisdom in refusing to he 
committed to a wholesale policy of nationalisation He has shown wise 
discretion in selecting basic industries that have to be nationalised leaving 
others to private enterprise to he managed by private initiative with or 
without Government aid. Adoption of tin- scheme ot srlertive nationali- 
sation is a smc.c/o non t» the growth of healthy democracy and to maxi- 
mum production. Granting the adoption of a progressive system of taxa- 
tion, this industrial poliev should also he compatible with equitable fin#- 
trihution. 


There in s» small item of four lakhs allotted to the promotion of klnuli 
industry I would not grudge this item at all if it would not also involve 
a question of principle of some importance. After the passing away of 
Mahatma Gandhi the economy and polities of the country must come 
down or up from the level of inspiration to the level of human reason. 
Side bv side with the allotment of Ihtuli industry, there is also an allot- 
ment for industrial research. It is relevant to enquire whether or not 
scientific research would support the encouragement of the Jcfm/fi industry 
having regard to our social and economic conditions, the necessity of 
increasing the volume of production and improving the quality, the 
necessity of overtaking the other nations in the race of industrial progress 
and having regard to the military strategy of the country. If scientific 
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research would support the continuation und encouragement of the khadi 
industry, I have nothing to say against the allotment. On the contrary, 
I would like the allotment to be raised from four lakhs to forty lakhs in 
order to obtain a cumulative result. But it scientific opinion does not support 
the cause of the khadi industry, I would request the Hon' hie Finance Minister 
not to frit lei a wav the resources tor reasons of sentiment, reverence or 
in mi' man a in . c 

8ri ANANDILAL PODDAR: Mr. Speaker, Sir, in rising to speak a 
few* words on the Budget, 1 must say at the very outset that despite numerous 
difficulties and handicaps, the Hon'hle Finance Minister is to be congratu- 
lated tor the proposals he has placed before the House. The legacy of the 
League Ministry und the aftermath of the riots were prominent preoccupa- 
tions of the last Ministry, while the one now* in the saddle has not had 
sufficient time. The Budget, naturally, could not have been ’‘spectacular" 
though it could, l maintain, be more far-reaching and more in consonance 
with the requirements of the present situation. 

Though appreciating Governmental efforts in drawing up the budget, J 
would invite attention to a few out of mans features requiring close scrutiny 
and mature eonsideiation 

Sir, lmfy 1 reler to a problem on which I rather tee! strongly — I mean 
the problem confronting tin* Hindus of Eastern Bengal. When the Hindu 
members of the Legislature of undmd“d Bengal voted tor the partition 
of the province, it was definitely understood that West Bengal, would 
glad I v accommodate and look after the East Bengal Hindus in ea*e the latter 
had to leave then hearths and homes owing to intolerable conditions pre- 
vailing there. But while we breathe tin* cxhilaiatnm air of freedom, and 
feel safe and secure, mu brethein over theie. after all the gloriou* sacrifices 
made hv them bn the cause <d the country, are chafing under a sense of 
utter frustration, and are undergoing innumerable difficulties and untold 
fluttering as is amplv demonstrated b\ the daily arrival of hundreds of 
refugees. Sir, the Hon’lde Finance Minister lias no doubt expressed his 
deepest and sineeresf sympathy foi them and has promised to help them to 
the utmost but has at the same time expressed tile apprehension that “it 
muv not be possible for us to lender all the relief thev imiv need or all that 
we may wish to render to them m the new piedicament". I am unable. 
Sir, to rest content with that sort ot expression which is indicative 
o| a lack of confidence at the veiy start. W e must remember that we sacri- 
ficed Mast Bengal Hindus in order to form our West Bengal Sir. we must 
remember that we are under a moral obligation to do them the fullest 
justice. How are we going to meet that obligation !" Have we sounded the 
(Yntre on the subject ‘r lias uuy planning been done to rehabilitate East 
Bengal refugees who number a few lakhs today but may possibh number 
legion later on? 1 am sum. 1 do not find a trace ot art \ concrete well- 
considered scheme or provision and therefore consider this as a glaring omis- 
sion. Surely, Sir. attei the bitter experience in Western India, we cannot 
afford to be complacent and to look on until we stand face to face with a 
gigantic task battling the best brains of the country owing to its magnitude 
and suddenness. 

So-Called schemes foi growing more food have hitherto been fruitless. The 
money spent oil them has disappeared in the quicksands of official endeavours, 
has gone into the bottomless abyss. People naturally want to know what 
are the governmental proposals for growing more food. The wish to grow 
more is surely there but is there indefinite policy J* If so. has any programme 
been chalked out F It is a poor consolation to fieople suffering from chronic 
semi-starvation since 1843 to hear that efforts would be made for growing 
more food. If it was possible for an industrial countrv like Great Britain to 
feed 75 per cent of its population from its own increased food production 
why should Bengal and India, in spite of being “svjala, tvfah tfuuya 




thuamala” be unable to achieve self-sufficiency Y What about the selection 
and aupplv of seeds, manufacture and distribution of sufficient .manure, pre- 
servation ind improvement of cattle * No, Sir, old time red-taptam will spell 
ruin and I would therefore emphasise a practical businesslike approach, an 
all-out intensive effort if we are to live. 1 know there w no majfic wand 
br the waving of which tangible results will be forthcoming overnight, but 
surely we could be tukcu into confidence us the precise intentions of the 
Government with regard to food which is a problem of the greatest magni- 
tude. Outlines of a practical programme could be given to assure the 
public of future rapid progress. The small details turni*shed by the Hon hie 
Finance Minister regarding a dry cow salvage fanu or re-excavation of 
tanks or proposed agricultural college and so do not go to inspire confidence 
in respect of a speedy improvement in ttle matter of food supplies. We 
have a potato specialist and have to depend on outside sources to augment 
our Miiall produce. We have a sugarcane specialist but as we all know 
West Bengal cauuot make even a fraction of the sugar she needs. The 
same is the case with mustard seeds uud pulses What then is badly 
wanted i> a comprehend e practical plan in which first things are given 
first precedence, and whut is wanted is a demand for actual results achiev- 
ed by a department or all officer 

The Civil Supplies Dcpaitmenf, Sir, is a white elephant entuiyng huge 
expenditure Mustard oil, sugar and textiles have already been decon- 
ti oiled Has there been, 1 ask. a corresponding reduction of stuffy I 
say the Department is definitely over-staffed, is top-heaw and as to its 
efficiency and integrity, the !e-s said the better. 1*1 veil Bapuji, the father 
of the nation, (Tied himself hoarse over decontrol of foodstuffs at least an 
an experimental measure as he was disgusted with the way in which eon- 
tiols were administered, but rationing *till continues although the quantity 
offered falls fai shoit of human needs. No wonder that people who arc 
in a chronic state of malnutrition laugh at our exhortations to work more 
and produce more 

The de< isioii of the Government to absorb everyone who has opted for 
the Indian Cuion is laudable no doubt but then the Government should 
initiate works of development and proyide suitable men therein. 
Protection fiom external aggression as also from internal explosion could 
open up a new \ista of employment. Above all, we have a legitimate 
claim on the Centre with legard to the expenditure that has to be incurred 
paying those men of Fast Bengal, who cannot be absorbed in the adminis- 
tration but have to be paid all the .satin* owing to arrangements arrived at 
at higher level. Ihe House would like to know what exactly has been done 
iu this direction and uliat is the actual position. For, if there be no 
vacancies which they can properly till, the slender resources of the pro- 
vince cannot continue to maintain them indefinitely. 

Sir, regarding gunny export quotas, 1 entirely agree with what has 
been pressed by Mr. Walker and fail to understand why gunny export is 
not being decontrolled. I here is something wrong somewhere, f would 
like to know definitely what this Government have done about this or 
intend to do. What are the reasons that goods ate lying either in the 
godowns or in the docks for want of shipment quotas. Unless immediate 
actions are taken, the steamers might return practically empty. I would 
like the Finance Minister to state while replying as to what actions he 
propose* to take in this matter. Mr. Siddiqi whose practice, it apjMuirs, 
is never to stay behind to listen to replies which his invectives naturally 
evoke has rather sarcastically referred to what he calls the danger of 
the centre of gravity of Calcutta’s commerce being shifted from Clive 
Street to Burrabazur. I can assure him that with a Congress Govern- 
ment in the saddle, there is no solid basis whatsoever behind the night- 
mares that he believes he is seeing. What the Congress Government in 
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We»t Bengal lias successfully achieved is to prevent the commercial 
centre of gravity of Calcutta from being shifted to Ezra Street where it 
was being assiduously sought to be transferred by the previous Govern- 
ment in undivided Bengal. It should also be gratefully acknowledged 
that the Congress Government has also succeeded in shifting the centre 
of Calcutta's control from Kaiabagun to Lalbazar. 

We are required to vote a grant for community kitchens without know- 
ing the details of the scheme. The provision of JO lakhs for merely 
meeting the preliminary expenses regarding preparation of records and 
assessment of claims regarding zemindaries looks heavy when we remem- 
ber that our province is only about one-third ol the parent province. 
The provision of close upon *25 lakhs for the execution of anti-malarial 
measures should be scrutinised as there is a tendency of money being 
spent more on establishment and reports than on actual work. It also 
needs close examination as malaria seems to be as rampant now as before 
in spite of anti-malarial operations of the past. On the other hand, there 
are glaring omissions of much-needed items of undisputed public welfare. 
A scheme, for instance, for providing Calcutta with an ample supply of 
pure milk, which could go a long way to fortify the health of the people, 
is conspicuous by its absence. 

Sir, before 1 close I would like to dwell on a subject of paramount im- 
portance, viz., the Corporation of Calcutta. 1 find that step-motherly 
treatment accorded to the Corporation by the allien bureaucracy is still being 
continued. Its sources of revenue, Sir, are in need of immediate and subs- 
tantial augmentation us it cannot surely he expected to make bricks without 
straw. I remember how the present Finance Minister pleaded for increased 
income for the Corporation aud referred to the Motor Vehicles Tax. I 
remember how the present Chief Minister (as Chairman of the Finance 
Committee) championed the cause of the Corporation. Why then should 
they overlook its claims, especially when its population has increased to 
some 50 lakhs already ? The Amusemeut Tax scheme was first adumbrated 
to finance free primary education bv Mr. Bisv Cannot the Corporation have 
u share of it when Calcutta, the busy hive of life and labour, provides the 
major portion of the income of the Government!* I would put a few 
straight questions in the expectation of straight replies: (1) What about 
compensation tor damage to roads by war-time military traffic? (2) What 
about shares from Sales Tax, Amusement Tax, Motor Vehicles Tax and 
Betting Tax collections? Even the rates and taxes pertaining to this 
Assembly House are in arrears! What about paying up these legitimate 
dues? Surely we must give the Corporation a chance to discharge its 
duties and cannot ignore its claims to substantial financial assistance, parti- 
cularly when it is catering for the needs of an increased and ever increasing 
population. 

The Budget. Sir, appears to be full of hopes, not promises. The 
Hou’ble Minister has referred to “highest sense of integrity and keenest 
standard of efficiency" as essential qualities necessary for a “more balanced 
economy for our province.” Unfortunately, these are the qualities in 
which, people think, officialdom is deficient and naturally the optimistic 
confidence felt by the Finance Minister is absent from many people's minds. 

It has pained me to give expression to my disappointment and I 
hope the Hon’ble Finance Minister will understand and appreciate the 
feeling that actuates me. Nevertheless, I also realise that changed condi- 
tions have brought about uffusual circumstances, that the previous Ministry 
was largely engaged in restoring the province to normal conditions, and 
that the present Cabinet has not been in office sufficiently long. Conse- 
quently. T must give credit to the Government and particularly to the 
Hon’bio Finance Minister, who is a practical and successful businessman, 
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for whatever provisions they have been able to make. I have merely invited 
attention to certain matters in order that shortcoming’s, defects and error* 
may he met and rectified so as to enable our province to grow and develop 
— a province which has contributed so largely to the attainment of freedom. 

Adjournment 

The House was tiieu adjourned at 7 p.m. till 4 p.ra. on Wednesday, the 
2oth February, 1948, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the West Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935 , 
as adapted. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Wednesday, 
the 25th February, 1948, at 4 p.in. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hou’ble Sri Iswar Das Jalan) in the Chair, 9 
Hon’ bit* Ministers and 54 members. . 

General discussion of the budget. 

8 ri RAJ AN I KANTA PRAMANIK : mffa "*fftm ms, <m 

Smfrs tort irra mferaR am i to *tra mi 4$ 

*Tram tfftfo vrsrs, mi & vmtm $ raft 3 i *t<n 3 mvfram tot mratro via rare 
sctoi 4 ram to 3 4* ramTOfc fcmftre rare rnrni vfttra mfisira t %uf TOttm tot 
msmmfrast, wn 4ftra rnTfi mi «ramtmi c"sm a>£i, raw 8* 4^c"raifm 

tff% mTOsft* TOtt i *ntmtS7 tocS ra'mfa* rera mratra to ramm rafft ram 
'a 3im ram v?rm csti vctor, 'fsmmfra ’raft *m fro ts* to v^* 5^rt=r csti rasism i 

r$i vtralR faro *Nfmfra 4w; cw* to wfrasfm w8 ■rovt ra "ram to vfin 
mfat fastcm nTtft a raTtn mumtcra tfmrni 4*frs wrare to m ra wi i mm'istre mfam 
4 «ms era ra** tor *ri <m wfrara rants i refra fatrat nraitra ^Tfrartra 
^mi CT*mtffa e*fs C«T ^TtSm f^'Tfl^ StfTO 4 CTO*. Zt* f"R ?firR 5 , 4 ** 1 ) era TOtV 4 raG 
nmre mtrra *11 1 cwmtfft to cn raRoftfft 4 ra ft v € raffa TOsitra *rt 'jfam *msifmi 
fttra, TO 3 nraTotra <m rarattra mfras r raft i <ros mfam vs sifmi ftwf*TO cn-rn 
♦ps to to tor, c"t*m<mra to to rare cltrafa 1 4 R 4 *fr 4* c*r ^ 

SAmraft vtcm cn ra mfal crara Sra n*/n toisiwi ran nttn froftR sttra *rtTO4ra$ 
cm* cr* w$ 7 rarfr$ mmcm >nm ^ftnre fratw 1 ^1^3 ^ m sift Tttrn 
^rsTTsro? ctoi ftsm vc?, w c^rarft ft^tn min c 3 ! to 

ftcWt iracm nc^ 3 tew mm ?3?n $fV3 Hri 

^ftvi c^i^tfft S’! 3 ! ^^<47 miTtmT ftc^ft tri* TFtr^ w sn« W'sc^it 

'i ram csN mra 1 cvS ^ S'jft^ns *ms. cv5 ti -^ram c’lmra 1 ra cmr^^i 
cwmrfft Trft "tm*cm mn ra, itft^ *f1w5 irft 'trmjftm nram 

csw vn. urn cscn ? af^iT^ ftm mr ft$t m ’trn ^1 1 enm S*m mTri fararft $$ m 
^rjimft vvsrft^fcv ^ < rarftj 3 mmj^ft w *r*rv vsMftft^tcv S^’rtfrs vro rra » 

v 5 ^ r*rrra >rrt^i *ft 3vi to i 

mi 4ivfc ^ftr-m mTtro ^tftTO< mi mm cTOf»TO ^jih 

*i 5* t tt*tmcra Trrai v^i ^rfwi "ram 1 jsftro ?fz^<n ttcmS c"ft rra c^tra, mm fraf rai 
m\ w ra tffttt 3 ! mftt[v TOra. c 3 tofts to mft^ra *mr 4^; ^^mti crorfemi 
vtcw mro to Tms tod mfrara wmm i 

cm ra S»f TO»tfra sitTOftraf*; Vrarft mrtfft to, tto fttnr to«hr wt? cra*t "ram » 
mm/ mt rw mtv mi cv:? to TO"tfraTi mm mt tnp mm Tm tot met^m toti ftra toi 
^ mr *}fan; a^tfram 3 ramrrom cro nram c<4rat ttz to vft i 
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Medical f* 3 ir* or * 7 * Tflw w*i vntf 3i tftitwm ^rti vrc vcvtf i ****** fW*lHSH* * 
dispensary* vrvm t*c 3 vc* t *r*H7 4* *vr* 3i vc* *i i 4 vtv W *** ’ftt** 1 4*t 
w*' *t;*[cv* ***Tt$ *3 ** ** , 3 * 4 !**c* *fl*!t** *1*3 **f**5 *w ff*t* l 

wc*w private Hospital 3 dispensary wfc^, 4 $fa* **r *< 1 * 1*1 ** *t*t*f **i 

Public Healths wt *3 *C* 1 C*W C*$*i **wt* l *tf*lC* *[tt* ^l^l* 
w*i wrc*i *wi*n c*ti 4*vci **C3 Bit c* tube-well4* s»HUi centralised *n c*c* 
District Board, Municipality 4*; w*71*T local body* VTC3 C***1 3t*H 4** 

Tt* wic* c**ic* tube-well Tifl 5 * *i, c**ic* tube-well wi * 3 * reserved tank- 

4 * * 7 *Tlt Ct]*: I 4** Tl*^t 1 WTC* C** 1 C* C*T* *TTC*CW* •* *lt* *C 1 l C* ** 

vr* wire** Mf*vr* *t*c* *rr^« t* <*rrwr*r Tf**i v* i *fciv v**i *wi vt* c* c**t* ott* CP* 
cvf*r^*Mr *f*ir c* Midnapur Canal wirv 5*1* *t *tt*/*^ *Jtt** 4t*Tt*tOT ** 

♦tts wc* i far 3 y n~c rn *n*n v^r** r*7 3 w* wnrii vr* c*cv, tc* c*tt*f f*W* **rf*f*n 
Tt*c* ! 4 ? * 71 * 1 *** * 11*1 <if**i* tc* r»T* c*rr* *tt*ft* w* c*tcv Wt vc* ; C^rin 

f*T3Cw* 3 Tf**i vc* t Epidemic vc* *c<8 ^[f3C**itw* *i*n *TC3 *n <511 ftt* 1 *w* c*3*i 

5frs i Bleeching powder tT 5 .^ 5 4l*s c*41 *lf**ic< ****tv w*i wt*HTW I 

*rr*i£ vtcw 4 **i **t ® r ** r l* c* *** 1 * c<c* 4 *fr * 11 * 1 * scheme *f*i **vt* 1 0 VN 1 * 

CVWV *171 V3*1 WfC'1 v1 iV\A | 4** WC^W *1*1 WlCB c**tc* V*3 4* £(*3 *tT*n W**l 31* *flfl 

C** t wf*f* *t*tCT V41 ®1* "51* *131 WTCVP I *?*1* C*C* **W faCVRI *C* 4** 4Wlb 

^fsj^r?vrni **1 ^?**n*. v:z c^t** *c* i 4 ** *1 w c* 

c^tn r*t* vi**ii ^r*cr*t7 u* ^ttc* *1*?: *t* i *tt*. ^1*1 **tc# «1*3 c* 1 ?! kPfi vtl 1 * 4*1 *11*3 
cv"Tt **1 S% 3 1 vr *t*. *t*i *vf^* c*c* wtc*^ **il* 5 *f* f c* 3 f**cw cvcw f^tc* 

S*i*ic** wy, *r*i*i*t **cu 1 * 1 *, * 1*1 **.* 1 * *1 **rs *it*c* “ *rf** ***t v*ns” *rtc*l»r* 
^*^*r* rc* *J!*C*I *1*. *mi *TMtc*3 4*1^1 tiw *tf*¥**t*i *t* priority Hat 

wv Sfrx i 4^ *-nc* **n tit cn *1*. *r*i *1 *t* **C3 Pic* *rf*wf3tfi v* 3tf^*ic*F 

WIT* Tf5^* fc 1 C^3*l Sf5T I 4f**C* TWfTO* C»>*njT *3 T*t* *t« mt 31*1 I **t"1* ( 
Wf* tc^ -bt*it vc** c* Coaayc 4 ** Durbachati reincslelling tc*cf wtw c*CT 
*** wrcM 4 *: 4 t »c*t *v c*ic** *d* vcvcwi wc*c* f*c*t* wf 3 *pi vc*cr, *^c 4 lfi* < 

*TT ***1^1 CfC3 BC* C*C3 *C*C®. f*3 WIT n*TT 31CV* Tfl’IJC** TTt <p tT*r *TmfT3tl TlCT M*t1 
*fC5t WfCf I ^1B **C** *C*7 3 T^T TTBl^l 3 *5** f*3tM Tf3*t** *THT*^ Mfl W*C3 *tt*C*PI 
*1 I 

*rf* *tC3 3 C* *T* **TT VC*C3 31* *f** V3*1 *1*^1* 4*’ C* *T* **1<* VC«Cf 31$ *1C3 
**t*' *t* v* c* f>c*$ *i *Ki *v*vi i cw*i* ct*i*, vzwvx *v**n c* ** agricultural 
officer wic** ft*i *[r**tc*nf fw|t k»jfs **n ^itcr^f* » €lc** tfsz *jtc* wt*»T Tf*mr 
Tin* TC* T1C3VWC* &JZ >*Hlf*nr ♦[*1*1* B1**tC** S*C*lPT3l C»f*C* C*3*l l ![t* C*T* ***» 
Fim* 0*3*1 *1 T*1 4*1 m %!S ****TV ¥*1 4 *tl WTT17* I **1 **C * *fC3 3lW D* TTT *VCT 
C*tC3 ♦nc* 3t* *T*T1 V 3*1 r **T* I TC**# CTTT* V**1CW* WTTtFlC* 5f* *1 *X3 *C*CT I 
4 *f? 1 *Tm *rf*rwi r*r* * * ti* ct r**t* «j:vn* *mi **C3 rc* i f**fi3 *c*t wf** *i^ 
****Tf T*TI VC* I *^<1* 51C* 5<*1V f*C3 VC* 4*1 4t 5*1* V Tt*f 1* ft* n**TltV flW 

vr* i Jute Restriction wf**cv tf^i 7 ^ *** * 

*tcf* Bl* *rrr *rc 3 31* vsn 5n*» *T*n t*i 4 *fit wt**tTT i Private firmer 4 W*t 
*r* J^c* *1 f ** t y» loan C*3*l 51*3 I 

*V*t* f*TO** WCVT 5^ff3 ****7* I 4** *1 VftCf 31* *tC*T*tf*t *W? t*1 *Tt*1T* I fi*TC* 

*tc*f *f*foc3 w*f%ctf3 *Tfipn fc s^ct *tc?c* i S*i*t audit 4 *; checking4* *r*n *1 
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<*tto trorffrs eft* m 'SRH mn ; 4* tffsro *rcro i Trm tor*TOn *n to Multi- 
purpose Society tor to 4*rs to-trf i 4 ? to to tort to ^9 tor* to* 
*mt9 *?pra yr* 1 

(At this stage the red light was lit.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Your time is up. 

8ri RAJANI KANTA PRAMANIK: Two minutes more, Sir. 

Mr. 8PEAKER. I have allowed you ten minutes. Your party has fixed 
the time. 

8ri RAJANI KANTA PRAMANIK: Two minutes only. 

Mr. SPEAKER: All right, I give you two minutes. 

Sri RAJANI KANTA PRAMANIK : to fto **tt** tort‘1 win to 

xm% 1 tptor to*R* c* 3 ^ nc? $*t* f*t*ro* ton 1 *ft 1 & ^ 9 to* torot 

*TWft* District Magistrate 4* zvr**! OR 4 rTOt*$ *rtr* 1 *T*t^to *Nt fc l 0 1 ** 
«rn TOtfl mron ** to, c* w* ^ rsth Sto 1 to*tor*. fatj-wto 

9 TOto toRnr* to* ***1 *irrn TOto^H, 4 *r* c* rtt* dearness allowance 
c*rs*i nr 31 4 tor fiNR* 3 TON ^rtro to 1 TOW ***r«t dearness allowance 

*rt* *o N nnr 4 *; to* *th c to 4*; 3 Ncrc*s toj *tt* 1 ^sfwHw it 
clftfftffiW to®! 3 T 3 i cw 3 Ui Nt*tR* to tot****! 1 tort* 4* t[toN vw TO 1 ^* 1 

Revenue toN »r*ft* *®n *N Cl ***t?t loan fw^ 4*$ ^tf® T'te'Str* 
rsm fctoi 4*t 5 to c*ni *rr® exit xi it? tora *rt*i Fit 1 4*; ^f® 

*1 ftm loan vm to® to *w$N 1 cm smr'Ri torN xn erft, cm 
ics* Ft*, C*PN TTtcH FN TORfl v ft^l ***1* I 

cro *TOtF*i **1 f «r, 31 *** * fF^rtt* *t»*t*f4 Pic* m f «r 1 4$ ***!* <yTt*tins 

WJTftpr ton 1 fro &jfi it ^ w 1 it **TO to?N tot cnrrtf® 

TOpr 4 *ft to? to to rm 1 to tot^t ct relief nwtn to re** c* tftf® *5 

*fsw cw^fi to 1 l 'Til"* it* wn f — denial policy, *tr* **n m $tfz--itup TO'* 

to (tpto f ■ to to tot® nvnnn to%*pt, *z*t im «rtot^t efts i ’tii ^1 1 

Taff® ^rw tort cronn 3^^ tofsibt *fr^pr ot^Ff^tf^^rr^ tot 7 T*i c f 

<fp? c*trf tot fro fro *nrmf* ^tt*o ctot erstr? rtro rrro ^«t tot i ffroi 

3tr® ftftx nr yR nr® vJtort ^flrf^tfnr 1 4^ *[*^^4 TOrtotr^pip 

JMRT? Ttm Too TOT TOPT^n C*t I 

Janab MAHAMMAD 8AYEED MIA : JfoWfs icsm, tTOt TOtfrs ^31 

tfwtTOFtPi TOtmr totto ^ftWtrr ton t[f® cn w*Ttr to^r 3ww^r 

3 tror TON TOTI? toft '« ^tVN TO TO TOrffTS -5TTMN toa TON -tor vrsrf ^jpf *n 
TOtofti ^ttWt tors JtB vf* « 3TP?t torro ^rmr tort c*>?to to a ijttot 
ton oNttwi totrp 4^* otrorr Fiji enft ^urtIR wrt r toi Tnftm ton^r 
ar^TTSl tf34TOT 3N1 fTO I ftotTON ftS 3tIT®5 TOT CWIft TOC1 CTO*H aftflltSN 

<s ^*n to '9 tor' yxy 9 'ton*! vtot ^rro tff3 tf^s tjr cto? xtn 1 

*T5t*tf^ TOTO, Ntft TO’fft? TOl'TOTjl^ tomn Tfirr® TOf% R TOTRl 4^ 1 ST?R ^T’TO oRT - 
toTOfl 3 * TO it tpN to TOt ?FTO oNT 3 ? jtotll 9 UtTOffl ^ 9 toj 

TOf tovi toni 9 totoft tortr^r 4^ *t ftft*) ton Ml im s ctmi wwfrs 
^to #Ib 9 wft wTOTOcii Stow 9 Sir t u to ftiwft tow to m* r 
ton TOwfc ton 4 t mftt xtftj. <n *rjl ^to TNtow TOm^tro toji' 
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*tw fan **t * rs:n *F ottwi *tt*tf yr* ei *f**r c**e *$ *$ fs* *t* 

( scheme ), «t ff* w TO $ et^rfcte* erc* f%f^j etre wwy fctwi *r*n edeitapr I 

to f|i fccefwi 3 *fws frittf* c**e stroii* to 3 *tyre t Weft* eimtu 

St! 3tm *ttw$ Comroonman’s budget fV* tpn’fCf 4$ *tt*$ *3t, 3 *tf*- 

*r*ft*i wHfefa* w^wtj^ *ffo ctTOt i to «rT tos «*t *tc* to '^rttrwi TO« 

r&* to to **yji s uro c*r* Tftftt ofitr* *n i *\ww t 

mm s wst**wfi5t*!rfa yfi e*r irfan $$ *rtwf ft5*rft r* *r$ i 4**i to c* 

*jpf TO WC*W ftrwf WtTOl W^eft* 4 t *rc*S TO 1 f»* fan S*f 5 ** 1 * CBtl WfartCf* 

s frf^j errs 3 froteitc* *TrTO* $ *?tri a t**ft «tf*TOTO ** 1?m *it* wfarrcv*, 4W*i 
ftfe -rote** e' TOc ** *tts i f** ▼ftn 4 $ **te* *$ *$ *rf***TO* *tt* e* ** Sm *TO* 

st*rr? 3 crortft a* ers *f**rr? to *t* TOn immi itiwtt c*T* 4 eft *$ nroti 

’raw r* ^rt i *tw c^ronTf f** wyraTte, TOott*, fewtitt* 3 VtMoU* wwftl *t?*i y^te* 
•ft* sfaro i fV* **( ef s* Term <** in vwj ettwrf w^eye* cwf* *tf*w*TOf 
y*M *nrc ^ i ftrWt $;c*w frewt** tm 3 cro:** ^f^rere ce to** wftetfl* 

y*n tprfsi *fan cro* *t**u* to? *fan f-rnrs im* Scroc** *to 4$ *tr*xf ^ 1 4t 
*j:TO-Tt tmvn w"-tt >jf*m nt*^ c^tHi tw ^ w* t^*i tot *f 

’iiv 3 Prrvft^ ^vtrvr? cfs Ttmtf 1 f-f* *i:»n9 waUfi 4t wfinnil 

*r 5 t^ to 3 * 1 **^ y.* FtfH*i «f?^n *»< eft* f? ^ *ft*t* 

3 ’ffro^rmj 3 at TOtf! *f*»t?t ^ TOTI *t*« I C* 

*tnfa* etent*** H*t? *t \m e*?r TOTerr^r* tjwfa* fsf^ *f*«i x^fte 

(TO-n 3 tfsf« stfltw 4 ?; 01 f-r*i to l»t p *n;it* 3 ^*'zi *1 *f*m 

TO rtr^, C71? * v rf*TOT ff*1 4$t* rtfllW I C**TOU ^Tfl 

w-i *f<nrivt 3 cjf*; f«r*T* *z*sfa ?r*i *ro to t^n^s 1 

W efw w.i^rTH etci ftfFf (toj f*f f*^ £t*i *to *ft*ti*e 3 fSfeet* ttftrnr* 
omwi *t*tce* ^ft*?^ri3 yrt 1 cew^i iwt* fmft 1 f*i *:c** f*** 

c* erj Hiswr-Ti y/ sirrst &fa*n *tftr£^ «t*w tfrsieRt *oir.e *w »t*i 
4 ** ''!«•! c^‘ 1 ^ te*i c**^ cw 3 *«m*n cn* xtm TOcsw 1 ce TO*fa*f* 
*T7rrc-t ywr* yt* rro effrst* S’tev tot ***** eftcet c* >ntfn e*"^*t'^r*l 

f*r*PM *fro tffz *^e* ** cnc** ^Pr to *^n to c*r *j:e*rlt *rti:*f*Bte cwnofft 

UT*Tt*t* T5*t^ yrM TO rq *tf 1 

to *t**t* im mm* sftm* 4*: tew to *?fr* rtn etftnti *1 
4*» vjtf 5 *i *TO ’TO 7 ^ c**r? toto wtoi^i t»R ettr^T 7 ^ 1 *$ tew 3 <^*5 wwtt* * 5 t*- 
fw to ^RTOe* errors* tom tf're r J rrnifwro * 13 ^ e* e *rm c*r emit 4 lf 
et cvcf to 5 * 1 c**e *tto ee^r* crofter* *t* *z*re ^TOn to rtce 4 *: *t* ^Etmei 
e:r*s *w^?t tT 5 ^ ftce? Exjicrioncc has taught me that those who feel sorrow, 
and wish to act kindly do not wait till tomorrow. c*Ttta $*r* etymet^l f*c?rw 

ercwtfci ^*1 c*otr* *s *5 eftr*?eTO e*nn c*** *ft, fw, were* 3 wm fTSTt^ f*ye 
*7* *sre 3 TOristfr^* c*i* 3 «nn wto* rt*i fams, *^*re emf* c*ti? c*tf 
^ms ce ^TOf wto* rt*r* o* 3 *wi efroc* i 

TOWfe *rm* ! Wtft W*TTC* 4*fl -5*1* TOTTT* *f**l TOT* ***T 01* *f*nft I 

*«feft* *ror leetecy^, toTto 3 eeroete* fi*r* **r *ti >on e* ^T*t **t* **t*Sc*Hi 
e*Ci tm* *tr*f **fit* *fe*tt**“ M For the promotion of education amongst those 
sections of society w hich are educationally and economically backward and tills 
will contribute towards the special needs of the scheduled castes, hilhnen and 
Modems” 4 * >011 ** fm 3 TOTOt* cy^ to c*t* cyfo 1* special needs 
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ftfcjfrHfH wht rnr r£tn >s factrn (5 Ihhh fnfa s h.h stcn *nthhi vtf% hi i jwwm ^rirfi^Fi 
♦jfofrHufrH vht f5?tr#r3 *{<& H?m ore 157 ntfan ststfatrc % wlfrn cyfc? 
chh hhi Htn ufn ’hwcha yv nfanre nfam isftr® ’ttfrorf^ hi i 3 tH < tr¥? ch!r chr 
hshh ntra^ n^n t$tz 4 $fr* stfan ’irfanf? or 4 *h &rz ^fry tff&tHtHr HHHtft histhi 
chshi ?£ch hi 1 HaMfs htwh, ■nwri «r«f nfsH TortHnre fanfc Ht^ffaF H<tTfctw hit '$ 
fW htWtj etfarc 5ft 1 Religious, cultural and communal 4$ fonfr l H7HH «TC«f 
3 WfO fa CHtH *ftH HT * StHOT Hft ? fotCHH HTVT fa OftH ^NTOKl Hft ? CHttH H^HtH 

hJh$ wtHTtsfltfl HtWfam hi Communalism nfars 4* TffHM fron <HH7 h^TOr 
faHfaJH ’3 fHTCHHHH Wttfat $*[ HtHTHfct HW&n HTCH H%1 WtHftHH fajTH I CHtH Hifrm 
tffsfcrtHH cHHtrr HPsfvlfHH wf ^ 'H’ttfm nfan tffaiTHCH Ho< orr^r htftht sftre 

nf*3 nnrs: Stth nfam fH^rw »ftftcH t& ’irtfrtm $*n fo &r* nfam hhi sftr* hi ? hijhth 
H rrwrfr kts +ffj |th 'e cfrmsfan *£jtt<f¥i ch^ ?hhh hht* hhi sftctre 1 hhhhth Wh 

trfa#THU% HT5THT Hi *fan Of- SHI ?ftCH I '& frHH I -THH 1 *fl5H«t HSHfH Ht*fH CHtH 

Hot 3 ^retfiPF HtrjH fnnft «rr-n whi hr hi i ’tFr hi^hr hhhhRhhi srrrJ^T *rh '5 «rHHi 

tf^ 1 rmtTH OFTH !f*R HWRfnH3trH <srRfH, *[«pr HI CHtttft HI '8 f^CH HI I CH 

&V3 ^3 Fm artOM H 1 * spf OTtOFH HH •ftH Ttffl faRTtr^ iJH^ HtTTH HOT JJHt 

HCTfl ^tTCrCH 8 ^ft«r Hfa f»n HtfffOf, or^ HTHT3[H Hl’SWfirHTfT* 3THTIH H3H fa^Tlt TtH OSflj 
HI CHTHOTt HHfT? HH1 Ffare »frCH HI I ^?TOF 'HJlfrfHHO H^JOT HHTH HHT STHTTH 

5fB"f CHfPt HHHtftCH ^HTHH *ffHlT5H ^3 9|r^| HfHCT JT^TH I ilfalOJ HlftHS TSV** HfHI 

HI H3HI ^f53 HOP I Hfaj Hf2MfW3fCH 5i!T!fC UJ T HHT HlHtOH HT^CH 'HfHlOH »pf '■ffa fan 
HtHTHT HHtH tTfa^^- 5 I HfHTOO «Tvf Hf^H HCTT^r* Hfaf « ^TH tH|*| HHHHlH Whl 3 

ofaOF HtfHHTH HHT Htord? *fHHoTOT faflH HHtH Tfan HH H^HO H 

far¥3Sit3lHH r^tHH i HtitH H^^pr nd? ^T*rri3: ^ h^hoth hht hhhhth tf^TH* 

'Sfat* nHHtlt HtHtHT fHHTH HTHT1 Hfaflttp | 'HTHH1 HfH STWOH Hf5tH ^Ts 6 t' OTC r l?H 

** ^ HHHHlHOH<H%> HtoHHH, ^ V^HflH HOTtHOTH fo*$ Wtoft I 

Sri J. C. CUPTA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, we have heard the criticisms of the 
budget, helpful, unhelpful; congratulations we have heard, a* also notes 
of disappointment and announcements as some of m\ friends have pointed 
out. Sir, in the present unsettled condition of the country, particularly 
due to the hasty dismemberment of this province, it is a difficult task for 
anybody to make accurate estimates of receipts. Mr. Rafhjue has criticised 
the estimates of receipts hut he was very wrong in his arithmetic. He 
asked the Hon’hle Finance Minister as to whj he did not put double the 
figure of the receipts between loth August and .‘IKt March, conveniently 
forgetting that that covers a period of seven and a half’ months. And the 
Jlon'kle Finance Minister could not possihlv have put that estimate, hut 
at the same time we feel that our Finance Minister has been overcautious 
as regards estimates of receipts. 

Sir, we have won the first round: we have got the political freedom after 
ridding the country of foreign domination hut we have yet to achieve real 
freedom and real independence. A wretched legacy has been left: there is 
dire i»overty amongst the masses which constitute IN) per cent, of the 
population: want of food, want of cloth — the life in the province has been 
shattered so to say; and illiteracy is still appalling. If we have got to 
tackle this in order to make independence and freedom real we want money, 
more money and as much money as we can get. It is therefore necessary 
today to concentrate our attention as to how we can improve the finances 
of the province. On that point I would ask the Finance Minister to see 
that the present system of Customs revenue is changed. You 
know, Sir, that Customs revenue is allocated on the acreage of 
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jute which has almost disappeared. I think the Central 
Government, who cannot deny the responsibility, indirect though 
it may he, of dismemberment of the province, ought to agree to 
allocate a portion of the Customs revenue having regard to the total amount 
of customs realised from the Calcutta Port, not on the basis of jute acreage 
or eren of fabricated jute. 

Then again, the next source is Income-tax. As regards Income-tax 
revenue, we ought to put a very clear demand for getting a bigger share. 
We ought not to go with a begging howl to the Central Government hut we 
can point out that we are entitled to a share of the customs and income-tax 
revenue which accrues from this province of ours. . 

The next matter regarding finance we have got to look to is the land 
revenue. Sir. the abolition of the Permanent Settlement and the doing 
away with the intermediate lent-receiver as soon as and us early as possible 
is the only wax to augment our revenue under that head, and I do hope the 
Ministry would not l«**e a dux in putting into effect what has been accepted 
as Congress programme all over India. 

There is another item t«> which I feel tempted to diaw the attention of 
the Iion'hle Finance Minister. I mean, the receipt under Forest. You 
x\ ill find that in 044-4** one crnre of rupees wus derived from Forest. It 
went down to (>‘J lakh* in HMti-47. Now we have got to augment our income 
bx adopting a policy of increasing our Forest resources. 

Then there is the question of other taxes ami duties. Sir, my honourable 
friend Sri Annada Prasad Clmwdhun pointed out the arrangements 
mentioned about the Betting Tax. How 1 wish t hat the present Ministry 
had uied to extract moie money out of the Petting and Totalisator taxes. 
Then again without taxing the lower classes the higher denomination of 
amusement tickets max aUo he taxed. I max mention this that when I 
call upon the Ministrx to undertake the Nation Saving schemes which 
cannot wait an> longer. I teel it also mx dutv to offer constructive suggestions 
as to wherefrom (hex can possildx find their inoiiev . 1 know tin* Finance 

Minister will la* able to find out money, more monex , because he is u person 
xvhn knows how to accumulate funds and is not an irresponsible spender 
also. But when 1 have indicated these sources for augmenting the income 
I must say that there is one head under which the Finance Minister should 
be prepared to lose <i crores, and that is a verx big proportion, I mean, under 
the Provincial Kxcise. Out of ti crores of revenue, the Finance Minister 
will have to make up his mind to lose about 4 mores derived from country 
liquor and the count in - fermented liquor. If we have got to he true to 
Mahatma Gandhi s ideals, we cannot possibly in this matter he negligent, 
Sir, I will mention that earlx in September, FM7, when there was a sudden 
and short outbreak of communal disturbance, 1 rang up the Beilinghata 
Camp and suggested to Mahatma Gandhi that the liquor shops in Calcutta 
should he closed. In that connection I mentioned that when 
Mr. Muhuimned Ali was in charge, lie cloned them for four days, but he 
told me that he was losing Its. iH.tKKt per day and the present Ministry 
might also point that out. Gundhiji is always calm, serene and controlled, 
hut when I mentioned about losnes, he showed annoyance and said, “Gupta, 

I am surprised that you can mention als>ut these losses. What is 50 crores’ 
loss to me? I have staked my life for it.” Prohibition must be enforced 
and the Congress Ministry ought to do it. Therefore, they ought to 
prepared to lose 3 crores there and implement this policx, save degradation 
and misery amongst the poorer classes, the labour classes and do honour to 
the memory of Gundhiji. So much for the receipts. 

On the expenditure side. I have got to mention first the Extraordinary 
Charges in India. The heading is extraordinary and the charge is extra- 
ordinary and there is absolutely no justification for spending so much 
money under that head. Decontrol has been accepted. The Control 
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business has brought in corruption and we have not been successful in control. 
We have not achieved the purpose for which control was meant, viz., helping 
the poor. If we have not succeeded in that, there is absolutely no reason for 
maintaining any staff, any expenses other than for the only necessity, that is 
food and cereals on which a Government may reasonably not like to take a 
chance. But what I say is this.^ If you have got to be successful with 
regard to the Civil Supplies Department, you cannot be successful by 
increasing expenditure, employing paid men, but you can only do so by 
mobilising co-operation of the entire public and that was what was offered, 
what has been offered by the public. During the coal crisis the public 
formed themselves into associations and solved the question and they have 
formed themselves into committees, but I do not know why nothing has been 
done as \ct to utilise all these. 

Sir, with regard to agriculture, which is the main thing to which we 
ought to look, there has been a better provision than before, but mere 
provision of inonev is not enough. We are tired of being told about schemes 
and provision of money. What we need is real action, real implementation 
of the policy and the sooner we do it the hettci with regard to agriculture. 

Sir, we have got then to consider regarding industries. 1 do not think 
any ambitious scheme has been put regarding industries and it is no use 
putting unv ambitious scheme. Big industrialists have no scope at least 
for the next two to three \ears. If you provide It) erores of rupees, they 
cannot get plants, machinery, materials for the purpose of starting any big 
industry. Therefore, we shall have to concentrate upon the village industries, 
we shall have to concentrate upon utilising Indian resources, Indian labour 
and Indian things which are available, and for that purpose the Ministry 
have got so main Congressmen who have devoted their lives to village 
uplift work. Let them utilise these people Let (hem he guided hv their 
experience in village uplift work and that is the real work that they will 
he able to do. There is no room tor big schemes or there is no chance of 
anything being put into effect. 

Sir, there is one other tiling- -Development Programme. An attractive 
programme has been put forward, but with regard to that 1 have <>ot one 
criticism to offer. If \ou scrutinise the provision, \ou \ i 1 1 find that in the 
Development Programme for planning under seven different heads \:\\ lakhs 
has been provided. Sir, a Development Piogramme must he a co-ordinated 
programme. 1 cannot understand how separate provision for departmental 
planning will help. I sa\ , that will not onh not help but will certainly 
impede the progress of departmental programme. 

While on imlustues, there is one question which the Congiess Ministry 
have got to think about — it is the labour problem. I have no time at my 
disposal, but I commend to the Ministry the remarks that were made by 
the lady member representing the Calcutta Women’s Constituency. She 
has suggested a very rational labour policy which the Ministry will do well 
to adopt. But with regard to the Development Programme, again I submit 
the planning must be a co-ordinated planning, not in the separate, 
departments. Therein all expert advice should he obtained. There should 
be a permanent body which will continue the work. Planning should not 
change with the change of Ministry. It has been a matter of regret that 
some policies adopted by the last Ministry have been quickly changed by 
the new Ministry before they have been well settled in their saddle. It 
is bound to occur because, after all, every man has not his idea. We 
cannot blame for persons taking* different points of view*, but for planning, 
for really developing the resources of the country, we have got to do it. 

Our hope lies in the irrigation projects. Bengal can only be saved by a 
rational irrigation policy. We are piuning our future and our faith on the 
Damodar Valley projects, but all these should be co-ordinated together and 
the Congress Ministry, if they have got to serve the 90 per cent, of the 
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people which alone is the only criterion to judge whether the budget ia 
good or had, will hare to part with the stereotyped policy and re-orient the 
policy and take up a programme suited to the people, suited to the country. 

Sir, with these words I must say that 1 join with the congratulatory 
portion and, at the same time, l uni making the suggestions tor the 
consideration of the Ministry. 

Sri KANAI LAL DE : TOT?, wtJft 'Tint StWS 

mn tow *trsm wtf? m^T? ww TOtfo* i mtftw wr%? wtw 

ft?* to *r*pr?? nwm c?rrw? w rsj ? faTO ? fofa? $wi ?TOT? toiji MrCtw fFitfrcrojw 
**t Ttft* zmf vzt, fv% crorft 4 if** or vft*zn t +j c TOffw, cTO? or wn wroi 
FT7f?pt or n wft? arm nfn kwi^ i ?t«n wrofn ntrr? i 4<* wttTO* wfawroi 
nc <w tew ^ 39TT5 to i tot; 4iww c? ‘tfsraitfawTTO <rin? wt?-?it?i tim to, TO 
m w tot sro *i i to cro? wt?-?tt?? 4?* wi w?ra to, urtts wttrpra wiwfTOi 
thrift frwtstc?? tflV/frirj <?ro t$z~i m i w;csj? 4iwfn c? w?w-?w»?-tjwi trtrai 
t>j cTOra. wmi cnt *?n rf i tT* ?fi? ?m?tw wf%**R TOW? 

to to 4w«n wr-nci ?t<n rfo? or ft? rtrwtfc c?t toj? to? ww crot? c?ft wm WTO 

i 

?T;?trTO? *y*wtjTu 'tiftsfro w*ww?ftf?i w??t? w *7 wff mpn mi* ?i?m wn totc* i 
c? ?mn ??i rcro, im trrmro 3?oTrt ? i «tf» w*7 to m ww Irran «m 

rro i w fr toj ^jtcw ?f» jjti wtft s?; fn fa*TO wits m, tstn wnra 

?* fawi *?w^ i 9 * Sv-rt** a?: rrrj ^-yft www-frow? w*7 mt*7 fwy ?itw TO 

^ wto Stof tpf * ^ osfci i 4*w^ cror? *$ 31 ? fw $wt? w?r5 4?? *[tro 
TOsrJt w?rs ftw *tf?wTOi fTO wftw wm m i wnm ?r.TO* nfarotsft *pn:g 

TO5 *t!ft 4 3T5 ^ write BR] $V9\ «1 FCTO 4?t WCTTflil -TO1 

**i rrrf^ ^ fwinr? wm r^-Tr?rt? wwm wjn 4?* »:c«? f-oni TOttcn ^twi 
??tw w?i re, wtcw zrri *T? r? i Tr?t* at fastc'-tt frt cn twt <m tots 

to; 4t WQ't ftfins vs, or faro » t ?ki i ui cto n? rtrwttf 

stm Ftefi r? «t*ru ttro ^ wr© to ?rro? rt*eti tjt% 

tSf^nrR 4 wp| TOiwi ftfr^npnr 4?; ?n; tffs «n<utt wtr w'n MaU-rnity m? 
child -welfare clinic rsm «opscT? i f<n 4? w^7 c? ftwi rm tiro, ii wrrt Wtf^t I 

4? TO wtft Anti-leprosy Scheme nro jpr I wofnfFI Wtl WTOT 

tro *ttfi vi*js) c*m win?m:mr ♦fmr win ctfi i British 

Empire Leprosy Association^? TOpn c? survey wwi rtTO, UTS c*^1 WW 
?T^n cwto;^ wito^Thr wwti rtwt vn w? ^ i 4t wrwj^ra ^Pi LejH»r (’olony 

tffftl TOT? t[TT? TOfiw l Tt? TOT 4Wft cdtltTO TO >00 TO?T? STOI^ W’Cf !pT5 
to* i fww fwwicOT* rfvrnp 7^*3 nnrf?w fi^rj >0 WW ItfWl ?7T? 'I w t »Tt’Y*T TOtf 
or colony *pjt? wcr1*w f 4 TOwt? ?tcwd> o^rfe or toti °tf?i7v toof i fn?roWf 
wfrwtn TOT^l 4<tW3 FMFIMMiFtJt wtof ! Leper Colony rffiti wm frow w mi ' f 

—4 f?ro wu'ntir? nwc w wm^t wife 1 

wtc^fn ototHI or f^Rtfc 4 !? w*7 fl'swtw w'r? 4 cto ?rc$? *rf( wm 

TO c TOs or ch^i wwn wsf* *1 1 wfctrwt wtft wrwwywi mrt? f^lxi wm w*n tro *nfi » 
wpn TOf*m or wtto? 4? tf't? vv9^ wr^ >nni wm m iw7 Tftrt? >r»i5' *n ertw, rrwttrt 
to 1 f v% mr 4w<i to or tt r mom wroten? to to? wfcrfoa 
^ cwtf ^Twi mmon to to i mro f^troi to to mwttfi wfs to toi fwi 
fwttttirti wnfiww ?RTt c? tot?, wit <^1%w m- sfw tow utoi tfff m ^ ?ni 
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TO m i cnt wTO wrf? ?w? ?*" m?! wff?s#hr fcfas mvw tot ? ?mf? vjf fafti wm i *r.3 
mcTO mSfa to me?, fwi wrote? 31 n?l wm cro me? 1 wtw *f? *tfo? mt*n w?wr? 
itjtw, ? wjfeTOf wz m*w &n wfun frits w?r3? ( 3fe3 *w ojfa r wratf?m zzwq *w ftifr 
wC *m wm rs 1 wtmn *fir«R k^ro? wm TO fwi w?te? mvw am *fts?mr ^eTO 
ww ww rf?w? ^:e?? m* *fae? fptti i mermen? ?ew new wtrrcim, cTOevte^? wms ?*n m? 1 
fcmrmrs *ew?rt? ?r wu Sfto *?t 3 t? tpTOw ?mi fw^rtrw *?e?? Smi c?fl TOm«t w? ?t?T 
wn wottwi fws *:emr TOj owfff — 4 mtei ?mi «g*f?r rzf ^1 wtft tfwt? w?fr~ 
wTOt ton ms m wm ww, *? Smr c?fi *tf??N w? wrn 7 wm ertw 1 stre wrcm? ifro? wen 
mfcfo «t»m TO?h ?? TOvro «p«r rr? 1 

?$?f? ?to ?trwefc f?*?-w? rtn wim? cwt? *f*f? ento 1 mrrtnT ^tto? 3 *rm? 
wremw finfmm ?r? nun ci*T? t wte^rtw sramm?** ** w? rew frtmr *r*w we? m 1 *$ w? frrre? 
frfwr? *w mrm Irene? wtr*i ?wms ton cm wm Sfra 4?* weiwft fafae?? $mr 4$ w? 
fcfte? c*sm SI531 <j?rc wt frimtto miw e» $?e?? wm ?ro mfai nro? Smr ton fw 
wimrste? wm? r? f 31 cvmftii *w?t? wmew? £*t?, 3 f?mr itm? tots ensm v? *?: 3 t?*t? 
*|ww frwe?? mra 1 faanr-w? *tn w?c? mro? faf TOfo n^T me? ?e£ fww ent mTO 
income-tax wme?? w^twfr ?t?ti w?e3 m?en 31? c^w tjt^f w**f cvn:^ n? s ! rez me? 1 
?r?mfm W 3 ?w? c^Hm income-tax ^rfw om 3 tn w*f nfo? ?me?? wcrtni ent 1 nfr® 
evasion <nn ^513 me?, 3 t? w^twf$ ?T?n ?m tfenrw? 1 
c?3en? mrwtft *nf grfte^ c?3? w?i c??n tr^wn rjqpi wmrf^ew ^3Tf?w c?3r?? 
mrwtfi vi M^Tm erw rm w?i wf?mw 1 

(At this stage the mem her reached the time-limit.) 

Mr. 8PIAKER! Your time is up. 

Sri KANAI LAL DE: Two minutes more, Sii. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: All right. 

Irl KANAI LAL DE: fwwrfti wfrrm? J?* f?fe^J f? 3 te^t? Deputy Secretary, 
Assistant Secretary to! 7 tf» wnmTw m* cww we? ?t? ntewts w?ic?e 3 me?i wr- 
n%w mmr wnwn? m w'c?, 4 fww wrm w?mR wm emm 1 

wwe»? c?en or mfVwt^t t?t S^n«[ r?, 3fn nPw ?r:nr? n?r cmew? wrpr*Tt? nr m 
to3?e?r^ TOT? ** Grow More Food ” Campaign w'c? wnrw nw f ! TWi ?t? we?e?n 
fwi effl mn wmn croerp fw m wrf? mi r,c??*i)? frssTmr $ffm? 

(The memher again reached the time-limit. > 

Mr. SPEAKER: Tour time is up. 

Sri KANAI LAL DE: One minute more, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: All right. 

Sri KANAI LAL DE: fty t mt *rfm? ^ ^twrw w^^ftew ftw f*rfr? cwpw? 
irt to ui trt ti fm ?f» ^jie?,?jte? w?reTO? ?tt?ti wm ?r? tstrew m?rr? ?T^fi *1?^ 
to me? 1 4r^9i, tow^t torn!?? rz cwm? c?mr? ^f? w^tw t\ % c?mr? citfe cwt^ ir. 

m c4e? w TOe s? ?t?t wm wrrs ftwmw \ ?? ems-nffw^r? ^rwi ??tw wit fnew TO 
fin oitopt cTO cTO * t f?w r n m? TO? fcrwr? ntw wtn nrf? 4?r tank improvement 
scheme* wr?9 wftw ^twt wnw wm tTvz lip 1 

fr%w m^ftt fkm m rei wrf? *wto wm ?w? 1 Jrmpn tpit? cfaft ?rm ?cwew? c? cirtro 
4W Pt m*r to 5 tw t^sft wro a N towi wsm r? fww wwm cro wm 5 N trm <nfft ^ 
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Iwi rs i 4t itf t* wm to ift-TO at*** Ntftrfmr flurt tender 
(KlfigW* I 4$ NltoTO# 4ftTO C5$l TO NTOl I 4 HI IW TOTS mffftlN V C* * Ipf 

npjn tt5 to i 

3H*ti, fro ftoM, fro*®: niton fro 4 ?: to $tf%ft faro to wtr$ cWl toTi wn 
to toij* i wfcw v€ m swti *tftrofsn 31*3 initv in ^ ^rw 

*^*■3*1 %$ to stfttft fvm tprs n to 1 4 ftwtn wtw w^n 1 

*ft ft$w to% TOnrtt to n'cn wr nto cm ton 1 citi-wt%r to 41* 

ft* s ton ton wir% w^fs tosn 1 ftrs nrsrn ofi-wr ftf?nr *mn 
<rti f 4 TO to to 4t? writ to c^-*tfri csh to Sfrj 1 ^fti Srjfoi wwi gffo 
ton 4 *St *eed- stow 4^ mniftw nti fror«m nrt cro cro totoi 
* 3 *sfa *ft mc% T'l’R-* ^rfos waft W stftr* 9^ ?Jttt m *’ri stftftro tokito 
sirs *ro S^jtsn ^ft-tf^ fro <rm *imi to t/tirm* 1 ftm<n to >r*fo cn m 
ir?!f P. L. A. «rn toto in fro to gui *(Tcn to cnto. ton to frow n 
faro* tfwft* Pm fro tohtj mro™ toi fannfira nfni cro to 1 4 fro wrfw 
niton ft ton" 1 to ft 1 

^ TO Wl C* TO 4*NT* TO W», CTO *9 CTON1N *wr, cTO NTOfl 

TTTO TO CN *I*t »R TOR*, CN$ WR 3 NI^ToTN fan NRwfc ’TCfnft'S r$Nl Ufjftu 

$ri KANAILAL DASt : ft: "■Tbiti, NTti, NptftN wNifti nntin cn c*tN 

vftnrrR n?j ft* ftw ftMN *ftin (Mto <mt rtro. 44 ; ^ %fft 

I *ftCTft 4?»RI cn 4* c*lfc |? 1*1 »CT 4 (WPftftTO 

TON TO5TCN «ftf^3 *N 1 FN | ft: "^t*TN f >ntf, 4 NUNN UXpUn(Uturf* 4 N ftllfc 

TO development programme4N cr^i f»r ftittf I 

ft: *»ftTO, TO. Nation- buildingijN nri cn w fvftxnN »wtN, umi Education 
Medical and Public H< i alth, Agriculture* 3 IndiiKtry, cn »jNt Nt«dTft «rN>f5N Nrt«w 
dTONZNN TO. wv$\r*zz 1)K1\ TOt**! Nf:?iUTON EducatiolUN r*.J 1948-4941 c*n 
b8 mf tv*} 4N- :u*t March, 194H. *«n stTO ^t*l to tocn^ i c»1 NTNRta 

fw fTO TO t[C»1 NfCW art NR¥, 4N: SttN S^jfiTOt, ^ flf *Q 

TO* T’R *N 1 FtTO 1 PoHt-(Jraduato training, aeientific atudy, higher reaearoh 
library, laboratorien <j teclinical schcxiftiiN imi *ni NtNTf 1 cto »it?tV5N*c»f NtTONft 

ftnn ’tttns to w o»i Ftr^ fTON-ji m m ^ bank*, primary « 

secondary education4i NTPt* ntnti *ni ititit 1 

ft: -»TrTO. TO. sehwlulwl caste n %^-fT VTfttTO *^1 cn Hpcciai fund 41 f w 

15 m N« *ftNi fttn 4*s NWN4 non-Iupstthie fund ?/i ^ H tart *ii i^ cv , ^ 
fund4N tt*i vift, ir?i win ».**i educationally and economically 

backward «nfi sfa, cnn?? sche<lulc<l caste, hill tribe* and Muslim*^* ftro wm 
Toni CN 3H f^n ^inr w 55 rtfi ni >rt "Run ^ri^ji tK7 

«r* ^pn *f3 ntnfi 1 sftwroi rr*rs mu nto «fam ft* w.ai *NTOtNrTj 

srtn. >pf trm mNiftr*. rirfj*. NtNtNfT* wftwtN tti'i n(»» itfin nftti *Rfi mttm 
ttfr* TO, ffTO To, TOftW N’/tjTO Nfttft* nftTO ft^tN TO, f«1 ltlh% f»f%^ 
ztrz csil TO CNt ftro t<m* froi to^ Scheduled Ca*te Special Fundfli mv 
rtNTfrn TO sn rtc?? cn 4 trwv.z »,w v* wtfsN ni NfiTOnr ^ 

C*f ft^PI TO ni 1 Scheduled canter nzni ftTO tffN nfo 41 * H ^ CWtftffti^ j 
cn Scheduled Caste Special Fund ftpt ^tTR^t fj *rt«rR«^ 

CTOTTO *fTO NtNfti»l I ’fftW N^N Fftr^l /TO3 fttlN Nfftll FN | TOft? i<»rf W 



166 GENERAL DISCUSSION OF ME BUDGET. [25th Feb., 

*r*iRt* *f* c* Constituent Assembly <n fR ft wifi to ftn* *T*n to 
Vi? $ VTTO 4* TOR WtH TO «S *Nl *$¥ ; 4*t «ftft TOtl *ft C* 

torre vwt* vtrwtfe ftn* TO[ft*i rts* ▼! i 

C’tfft *vcv* TOtr* 4*; radio t&us ▼tftre MtftTO c* 4$ *tf**rv* *TOR wftwtMt 
ztcs TOpirai f«r^tic«f* to 4*fR fro *rfo •ft* 4$ srtfcpi TOT toti Central 
Assembly « 4* West Bengal Assembly TZ 4$ ^"firstf ftTOf, TOf 

v^irsi faittM f<M TOM pass 5ft *fta scheduled casters ftcM* *rft*f* ** TO rtc* 

?n i $?tr8 scheduled castes** TOf mri tr*t* TOttrs TO* i TOprrei TOM » «[* 

?tfn *&▼ 4*: $*i T*1®f «c*l to *$*i *T$tr M* scheduled caster** fttM* wft*rt* **n wti 
^ pf to ▼ifacs Mtftr* *n i <*tft to* vr^ «r*T *ft* wwc* TOt*t* *fi fofa c*m 4$ 
Scheduled Caste Fund4* TO fiftwri ftsi *f?nn Cf <R t 

fit: ytfR, 5m*, 4 TO** TOvcfc cTO *1* c* Agriculture 4 * to cvft v* oftft 0> *r* 
**t*f TO1 s*TO5i TOO *KMt* Agriculture budget MfbtS *t;sTt* budget cM'ft 

TO ?tftOf I *ft ftTOM* * * C*M> TOT 4? MTMYl TO y^TOS I 1^/ TO M5M' FX‘fc* 

5 R* Cf «fft c*. *<orc** CMC* **R fctTO totfrtfa TO5, Wt Agriculture s Irrigation4* fPM c* 
**!* to fro cm* ton *f* toTO ® nTT MR ^ M'ftf tot *trfr* to *t* vfim 
toto i 

Muslim League *ft*9^* tocm Mf-5* *r^r* *ft* toti sr fw mi i ft: "•ftro, ft*, 
-Sts *«,*£** TO, 4*’ ^71 c»ft*l *lt *51*^ TOl*t* T*t 

c* tr^ mrtCT5 ^ ^ ^J 5 ’tr* *rtes *irc* c* ftro cro 

ftc^* »WT *t*l tR i ft: "tfrot, mt*, ?R^R >ff^ swm Damodar Valley Projects 
Sehemeu* TO TOtSR 4*: ^f* tot Central Government 5tr5 66 C^t^ tWl m rttf 
TO I 

(Here Red Light was lit.) 

Mr. SPEAKER : Your time is up 

Sri KANAILAL PASS : <*t* 45 r? w, ft* i *rftTO*Ri 5 scheme wf *rf^T 

♦tft 6 ^ vfttn of* c*t* tm ?oo6 **** ft* ®nftiiR 1 >ooe *<* 1 ** toto ctor 
(R»RS *ITO 5F*1 W m*l *TOR CTOt* ^3*-'4pR* ^ TlfRrf MRl 4mV« 

wcm m to TO f 1 f ft srtf^n to *ft* wm* to/tji* Tft c* Agricultuie 

development schemc 4 re-excavation of Irrigation tank 4 * tot c* ^0 f 1 * frprt ?f* 
▼finrwpr 3t$l CTO $ TfC*T* TTJfT *VTR Wf5 *T* *r*l ?TM (TT^I *ft TOR EfTl 5^T *TOR 
cvm* wft*tft^*n *r3ft ^t* to i 

Civil Supply Department* *fl *Tt"R c*T* TO vtCTO % ^ food cri9is4* 
TOT *R, 5tto* 4 ^r ft*Tl? *Tx1 4^ *«*R C*R1 procure to rtTOt 1 

ft: MWfl, 5fit*, 4> *ttft *it* 4*fS *ff *tos 5Tt 1 Development programme 4 
*TOT TO* TO ftrf* f* 1 ?! *F*f r^rrtr? 1 Development of tank fisheries to ** *pm 
^ ¥ (^rcfF-- 3 tJn «rtft i ttto TOf m *ftrs ▼ft 1 tom totc^ w 

<f 5 tr f tR development scheme TOM ▼ftn m*i *ttr* 1 *WV s *:»f* TOi 

ftw tstrms MR 5tRM *[ftM1 *tc* 4f MtC* MtC* *Mf tfT** S =ffftMt xt& I Wtft - 

▼ft* MftMTOf 4 ft*i:** tffts f*TM* tottto ftrs ▼^c*Tm Mff* i Development programme4 
*ff% union ^ MTTO Health Centre to 4*: surm; indoor hospital, outdoor 
despensarv, Maternity clinic, Antimalarial squad, Auxiliary Hospital, Rural Nursing 
Service tortft *r*TO w*t * cvift 0 M^. to, 4 *: * to ton *f* to vt*TC* 1 
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*wft*ftt* w cm* «rc*¥ *** wft mm Medical aid** *nstc* »ff% **** *t*t *ti 
%tf* m s <t*i Health Centre cm #t* f*m *w fartfc «rSt* cWt ftt* l 

f*: "JNl*, *7!*, Public Health >rm 'ml* m *»rr 3 aft i rural water-supply** 
w*r $o *?w trm *i*n ▼*? **nc* » fctm yfa district* sin wf**i cram ** ; district 
board *i **rt& sub-committee* *iuj -3J onrt* !ft*fv**^ Ttt* Tft* tube-well flrthtl* 
«t* c*rs*i ** i 3m*i c**Ttt c* TTi* tube-well *c*f* c*t ttt* tube-well ftsitft wf**1 
Of* i mfltftt** *f*wc**i frei **; *m** wsn:*, m*1*i district board memberonr (v¥fc 
$T*tm *r©T*-wfeOTt fat*** *f*t3 *ttt* *i **; ortw*T OTt** fi Iter ed- water** msft* wl 
^ntts tr* i ml* *t*^Tr* **t *rm* *rfa *ft* trt* tjfw* w*t*t* wf* *T*lt$ 

wtfa^fafjtnt* tube-well ** *mr* *1*t$ me* $fi*c* ?t cm? i 

f*: rnf*. Anti-malarial scheme** w*t s.c me fcr*i *mi wn c***t 

quiuine, paludrine f*TS*«t *f*?n malaria ** w*i *!tr* *1, t*f* *fr$ *TOT ftmwsfws 
tf?l *Ff*n stc* i cm*n wwr* *m **ci w* f*w> rtt*, **t ^w*i public health 
literatures fVswcM* *mi *Ff*f5 *tt* i 

’tfafTC* political sufferers*!* relief u* wm **; wfrrfft ym 8t**W**t c* 

ah *i *im nf^mn «ns*t* **w r* **t*a <ji* wm mf* mi¥ m*fi* «*fow wfittaf* i 

Janab HU8AN ARA BEGUM: Mr. Speaki ‘r, Sir, 1 have been following 
tile debale of the honourable member* of t lit* House who have spoken on 

nearly all the items in the estimated budget of the current year und of 

l!)48-4!b 1 will therefore touch on a few important points and draw the 

attention of the Hon’ble Minister for more adequate provisions to be made 
tor meeting the requirements of the people, especially women and children. 

Education . — This is the most burning question for the advancement of 
a country The world has realised that without education of the masses no 
impiovemeiit could be achieved for the status of a civilised nation. It i# 
the Government's duty to provide facilities iu this direction for all it# 
people without distinction of community, caste or creed. 

The Muslims who are in the minority have not been allotted their due 
share according to their needs. Contribution# of 0 lakhs 38 thouiiuiid has 
been made in the current year and a non-lapsable fund called the “fuud for 
the promotion ot education amongst the backward classes” of 10 lakhs 3b 
thousand has been created for 1048-40 for the Scheduled Castes us well a# 
the other educationally backward classes including Muslims. 

From the point id view of an educationalist this amount will only 1m* a 
drop in the ocean. I would request the Government to make a special 
provision for ‘’Muslim Education” such as exists for the ‘'Anglo-Indians 
und Europeans’* in the budget . 

Girls education . — The giant allotted for girls’ education is very 
meagre, as the demand tor girls" education in all stages is going up by leap# 
and bounds. Therefore there should be an inciease in the allotment. 

Medical . — 1 find that no provision has been made for the following 
hospitals. — Lady Dufferin Hospital, the only hospital exclunivc for 
women, which is passing through the most critical period in its history of 
existence, and is earning on its work amidst great odds: (2 ) Islamia 
Hospital, which has been doing yeoman service, irrespective of caste or 
creed,' has not found a place in the budget. Moreover, the recurring and 
non-recurring grants for 1 047-48 has not been received by the said hospital 
up to now. I sincerely hope that the Hon’ble Finance Minister will look 
into this matter and thereby ease suffering of the people who will benefit 
through these institutions. 
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More facilities should he provided for free medical relief and free 
dispensaries and clinics should he established in the city, especially in th^ 
bustee areas where great congestion prevails, and which are the seats of 
origin of diseases. The population of Calcutta lias enormously increased 
within the past few months; therefore it is most essential that the Govern- 
ment should keenly consider the medical assistance for its people. This 
would not he difficult as fortunately the one at the helm of affairs (our 
Chief Minister) is a medical man, one who has vast experience and under 
whose guidance many medical institutions have sprung up and risen to 
fame. 

I congratulate the Hon ’hie the Finance Minister for the provision of 3 
lakhs for Maternity and (.'hi Id Welfare hut this amount will not be sufficient 
to meet the requirements of the expanding population which is growing 
larger day by day. 

I also congratulate the Hon’ hie Finance Minister for the provision of 
8 lakhs for anti-Leprosy schemes. In my opinion this sum is too low in 
comparison with urgent necessity of bringing this peril under control. 

It, is a matter of great regret that Calcutta, which was termed the second 
largest city in the British Empire, has the largest number of human beings 
stricken with this dread disease moving freely about the streets of the 
metropolis. The Government should make a special allotment for establish- 
ing leper colonies on scientific lines as soon as possible to check further 
Infection and thereby provide u “haven of rest” for the sufferers. 

Scientific Depart nicnt . — It is interesting to note that in the grant to 
the Ko\al Asiatic Society of Bengal a provision has been made for Oriental 
works and for publication of Arabic and Persian works of historical interest. 

Jt is also gratifying to find that Government proposes to sot up 
community kitchens, and 1 congratulate the Hon’hle Finance Minister on 
this idea which will be a novel one and through which main people will 
benefit . 

In conclusion I hope that there will be no di>ci miinat ions to institutions 
bearing Islamic names, and no hindrance will be placed in its working, and 
the Government will have a broad outlook of polu\ following m the 
teachings of Mahatma Gandhi of revered memory, and respecting their 
feelings thereby extend a hand of assistance to the Muslims who are in the 
minority and a care of the Government. 

Sri RAD H AN AT H DAS : JtPttfta "•Ttorc wm ! *tfir irfw 

TOmr* wrefro ’iftpsi 3 wfsrosi am i *tw* *nt *i;*ic*t:i* 

qrttwfr orlfi foft st n vifotfcntro wwr? c* wr fofa 

croft stfai m *mi-fa*nt** ^ cw* fift 

cttK** carton roffs wmi 'srr^t c^rti i xwv* fwt wrowr 

Wfrfo* i *tfa*to v&m ws irni wtw c* csfoftS *mi o erfef- $ 

*tw wtii c*ito ftrn mn rout* rotw wti? c*it*i c*t« ?* • i i ei 

>rtf 3 cw wm f*$ on fwwnr farmer t fa* wits tws fzft wifttf^nro 

wtew of n* nwcp* fitf croft rort wtrotn* i wtft nftn nvm* wrsfa* 

ftfti 1 to *<tn Scan wifi wire sit w ent nn nrimm wtfnfpn ret - m ji 

wtw 4 *t Pit 1 4 *to fVftn n i t w it firm <niz <tifip 1 ento vxif snram wifi;* ^ 
n* *fira tftwt m ftfititf l-%* Jfin tftnn wiigroi nnnt* n*? inm} ntre 

ntwft ra Stt 4t town ot firm cwtn cpto vmrs ti nfi? «i 1 4 

firors wtfi winfin 3 tfWnwftmrmrm now wtcntpwi 1 wtfi wift n 4fmnr ftft p* 

«ot, fro ntcwtfc cn ftvci ftr^i ftf «n mwi »ih wft >tfp? awwiw 

vrtitvfl ft wrr< *t roft 1 4 c*pTt? »trotn? jurisdiotioii 4 f ^ 
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fwr cWTOW military-minded wit* w*rr *tro *1*f*w f**Tt* Cfru c*tw nr c*wwr 

w< *ffc* nm 4 *▼* *t*ti tor c* cro 4W*i National Guard *1 National Militia* 

nr 4 *t tf^T* *cf^r* cror <c* cron* cmwtw nfwm wtivft cwtt* $**i* csti f Tw im 
nr i nn *$f*ro* *$faro* 4 * m wiro r’c^r wt*w *ro *'vz wir* c*fri *tf*m *ttwfr cTOw 
rrm TOn to* *t$ * 'ts tic* , fww *f* 4 *t csii tor m otTwt wt*w < 5 Wtf‘fc*ti ♦rrsn cros 
*nr* 4 ** *t*i ftfre ^icr stmre f*cro cat* fro *c* wi ; ^ tro*** $*!**!** *f* 4 * nr 
tow to 3 t*r* froroftfW from w*r c*icto wots to* c*ic* c*t* to *i i fifi, ex-service 
mencv* 4T*i Ex-service Association wit* 4*: <$icro wtc* trainer WIT*!* W*7 WTOTT* 
w’^r* m trainer f**i towii* *ftr*i *rc* i nt* *$* wtf* 4 fVc* w«f*ft* UHtw {t 
wtwwl w* 1 f i wi* 4 W*i firf**~ Lake areas si *t 4 *ti wirom Rifle Club toti rrq *tc® 
on* csirm wwforn f*nj firj frora *rtc* i 4**1 c*to ctoto c*iw *tt <3 military- 
minded XU <51* WTOT* «RI 1 

wtxr *i>fci faro** tffo *1*31* TO'nfs* xTtrov* sf *ts?‘i **ci5 ut*ff i ’/tor *1 nroi 
cwr*t$ cwt*rs *ti3t* wcw* ststi w*i touc* to*, fwi fferftt** sum to*t wtSt* ftn wit* 
TO croft croftr* wt** ststi nr *1 1 ftro wrortTOf si influential, $i*i district board *i 
union boards* Chairman si TOT, itrro* staffs wirotTCT CW’Sfa to I fa* *TCTO TO*T TOT* 
WOTS TOTS. Wtfft fa^TCTO C*1W *1*1 TOT* WCW* TOIOT W* Wt«, StCW* TO«1* C*t STSTI TOTI 

fcfra i 

Wi* 4*$l fafa* sm 4* CS WlWWffi tfTS tfTOT* TITOT?* — TO* C*«* fa*lfaTO*fr TO* *1 W*T 
w?*trot wtrotl* s^*— corruption fafrofr to cs*T ssn; wtsto^s cttot i ’l< 5 <or** 
wfTfssi^os scst stTO corruption si is 3 ts ststi SIti Sfb<i i w^hht provincial Govern- 
ment's stst c**i Gnitcv cs itsi 4*^1 anti -corrupt ion department facwrf* TOST 
sirs to4pt s * wM*st9Tc*o f-ifTOTn ssi 1 wmrvro 4*rt* 4 * swv 4 *^ 

*m 5 fro 1 cswst wtf* *fBs ssnrss * R csf^r* wit* *r ssf^ 1 

wrs 4*tn fwfss s’* 4 * cs si**rm sis stssts wsn «rrssi c**to ntfi$ y/nr ctot 
W tw* OTTT ’iflSSStT WfTO*. 4S^ WtS’ll SI *ftGSt* fscl* ff»jWttW *ft^ TOSt* I tf 4 ^ ^tfl 
fTOWCVS CTO csrs EOT WTS HR ^ttTO fe^STO, St^S* WITT ** TOS CStb I tftfl C**tt* *t*1 
nr* W37T5TS TOT csrtc* 4*tcs TOtfrorw Wt* TO S1ST TOSOP*. fs* 4*tC* 4CTO €l*1 im WSTt* c* 
«t c$Tp n ** 1 4* *s Tiros wms 4 ttt tv$) cs wrstors w< *fss sum 4 *; t/st* s#t rom 
4** STSTI SHF* StTO 4* 4*tl fsf*3 SS 1 4f*W f*T* ^fTS f*J *f *TO TO[ff I Wt*t* TO* ft 

*j- --mfVTr* TOfort*^* row nf^**t;*r* to* r*°$ 4*row sr* si sics wtcwtnn cwtcs 4Wti 
fTOtfr t\c* to ot nn 

wtf* WtTOtCTO WT* C**ft TO* fsn 51 * ^ I CTO TTOT TO *ff* TOTTOTW WISH WtlffW TOTSt* 
aro* csrrcs wtto ?/to w*ft i 

Jtnab MUHAMMAD IDRI8* Mr. Speaker, Sir, with the dawn of freedom 
millions of people of our country be^an to ln(>k forward for a bright and 
prosperous India. They thought that there would be complete change of 
the outlook of the Government immediateh after the achievement of 
freedom, The^ hoj>ed that the untold suflenngs and hardships they have 
undergone so long would come to an end. They hoped that the 
maladministration that has been the root eau*e of their sufferings would 
stop since the Government is now their own Government, entirely 
administered by their people and their representatives. But, Sir, the budget 
that has been presented in this House has completely disheartened them. 
Sir, it is regrettable that the West Bengal Government in spite of its being 
a people’s Government has not been able to do away with its bureaucratic 
mentality. A careful study of the budget will definitely show that far 
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from its being a common man's budget it is a bureaucrat’s budget in if 
entirety. Our West Bengal province in its size is practically one-thii*, 
of tlie undivided Bengal out this huge reduction in size has not brougi 

S roportionate reduction in its expenditure, for we find for one-third c 
iengal we are going to sj>cnd more than half of the expenditure, of tb 
undivided Bengal. And yet it a deficit budget. 

It is indeed very regrettable when we find that this large expenditui 
is not meant for ameliorating the deplorable conditions of the ordinar 
masses nor it is meant for the ill-paid Government servants who receiv 
Rs. 20, Rs. 25, Rs. 00 as their monthly salaries, and what can be moi 
regrettuble than this that this deficit is not due to any notable developmen 
programme. 

The Hon’ble Finance Minister has himself admitted that this larg 
expenditure is chiefly due to maintaining proportionately larger numbe 
of Government officers. The Hou’hle Finance Minister says that there i 
a large body of surplus personnel opting from East Bengal for wlion 
provision has had to be made. Sir, nobody denies that provision has ha< 
to he made foi them. But why u small province like West Bengal i 
to make provision for them, particularly when West Bengal i 
confronted with so many problems of her own? I think it is entire!; 
Central Government’s lookout, rather it is t heir duty, to make provisio: 
for this heavy surplus of officers who have opted for service from Eas 
Bengal. 

Then ugaiti, the Hon’hle Finance Minister says that Government is ti 
make heavy expenditure for the administration «d Calcutta and that t hi 
is also u cause of large expenditure of West Bengal Government. Sir 
though virtually Calcutta happens to he the capital of West Bengal hu 
yet who is benefited by Calcutta ? Are the oidinuiy masses of Wes 
Bengul? Certain!) not. Who are exploiting Calcutta to t he best ot thei 
interests Y Are the\ not non-Bengali capitalists coming from all parts o 
India und abroad? Ami yet this heavy burden of administrative expenditur 
of Calcutta is placed on the weak shoulders of ordinary masses of Wes 
Bengal. Why not West Bengal Government is hold enough to raise tliei 
voice und demand reasonable grants from the Centre for making provisio] 
for this surplus personnel opting from East Bengal and demand to alio 
sufficient grunt for Calcutta to meet its administrative expenditure und t 
continue its rationing organisation, if at all it is needed? 

Sir, we know that during last great war the expenditure for runnin, 
rationing organisation at Calcutta was home by the Centre and not by th 
l*roviucia1 Government. I do not understand how the Central Governiuen 
can shirk their responsibility to hear the expenses for rationing orgunisatioi 
at Calcutta where the food situation has become much more acute owing t< 
large number of influx in this city. 

Now coming to Civil Supplies Department under Grant No. d4 we fin 
a large amount of more than •! crores has been estimated. Sir, the whol 
country does not wunt that this notorious department continue any further 
I do not understand why this large amount of money has been estimate* 
for Civil Supplies Department, particularly when control over man; 
commodities like sugar and cloth, etc., has already been withdrawn 
Generally speaking I do not think that there is any necessity to continue 
this department any further. If at all urgent necessity is felt to maintai] 
this department to tackle the%ucute food situation in tliis province, it ma; 
be allowed to continue in a jtmall skeleton scale. Sir, I do not understam 
bow this Government can squander away public money by indulging ii 
lavish expenses by maintaining many unnecessary highly-paid officials ii 
this department. A Government servant of Bengal junior Civil Service cadr< 
begin* with Rs. 125 as monthly pay, whereas a Subdivisional Controller 01 
District Controller of Civil Supplies Department enjoys princely pay of more 
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kh»» R*. 500 and R •. 600 respectively. Tkwe Diatriot Controllers and 
Subdiwional Controllers and their like are in no way better qualified or 
more competent than the officers of Bengal Civil Service cadre who are to 
jome out successful in a competitive examination before they are appointed, 
knd yet mark the difference of pay. 

Sir, I have already said that a Civil Supplies Department in its small 
ikeleton scale may be allowed to continue only to tackle the acute food 
dtuation of West Bengal, if it is so urgent. If the Government wants to 
control the food situation in the province, they should control it satisfactorily. 
It is no good to control a commodity if it is not available as soon as it is 
controlled. If Government fixes the controlled price of paddy at Rs. 7 a 
maund and if it is not available even at Rs. 12 a maund, then for God’s 
sake giye up this sort of control and leave the people to their own fate. 

Sir, on account of the acute food situation m our province 1 would 
suggest that Government should immediately launch a food drive and 
procure sufficient amount of paddy and rice from the surplus districts to 
meet the demand of deficit districts. 

Sir, coming to Grant No 29 1 find that m,v district, Howrah, has been 
deprived of its reasonable share from this head of account. Sir, it i« 
curious enough that Howrah, so near to Calcutta and so important a district 
from industrial and commercial points of view, can he so hopelessly 
neglected about its roads and communications. There is no allotment for 
Howrah except for Maurigram-UluWria Provincial Highway. Sir, there ha# 
Wen a constaut demand from the people of Ilowruh district for immediate 
improvement of the Ilow rah-Tagatv alia vpur-Amta Road for the last many 
years Last year a strong representation was made to the Government by 
about 0(111* signatoiies of representative charactei for immediate 
improvement of this road, hut unfortunately nothing has been done as yet. 

Lastly, Sir. we are very much disappointed as we do not find any 
allotment to rnadrassn education while similar other institutions such as 
etc., have been allotted adequate giants. Muslim education has 
cmlv been referred to non-lapsahle fund meant for tjlie promotion of education 
to the economical I \ and educationally backward classes. But no indication 
as to how much will W allotted for the Muslim education has Wen made — 
perhaps that depends on the sweet will of the authority who will administer 
the fund. Sir, madrassas weie not only meant for the Muslims as an 
educationally and economically backward community but. Sir, madrana* 
are a particular type of educational institutions where Islamic religious 
teachings are given— religious teachings which are not available in any 
other class of educational institutions. 

Now, Sir, as the ttds as religious institutions have been allotted 
grants there is no reason as to why similar grants will not be made for 
madrasxas. Sir, this has created a sense of disappointment among the 
Muslims regarding the future of madras* as and their religious teachings. 
The Mussulmans of West Bengal demand a just, fair and impartial treat- 
ment, if not a generous gesture toward* them. 

Iri ItltlL KUMAR BAMER4EE : irrft* *4hm vtvtvi, vrftai <rv *tfa* 
ixm it 741 ***$ i 4 wrcw wm yflrs vtwct 

fcnn'Byssn' vfi n n yfwi wish yrvi 4* nywtc# 

cfrtf vwflftyt wnfirt *wcvi vw yytvry str* i wtttpt 

<nf *9 yft-»rei 4f *rfki wfinrrr?, 4 Vt vifoy wtvn ot ftfirf 

ydyns *hw i t rsfl , vpnn (nvrfftw firvfc vfrs wt \ fMtvffl tftftn 

cynif ft m Ytffi at m , »nic w i »r«fcwicy *tt*m wfityR ftn i 
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wflrc «w£«dee fiMmx* »rnrw to rtw ?f*nn ▼P’jh c*rro 

■<&• cn fror ▼▼ wtcfj ffmtn? i ftzwunr 

▼fan fttK$y $wvn *i iwcm ? *[fo mw 3 !psi tppR to Ttffa >nr?nm 

* 3*1 SfFJ I ▼Hi &n 9 * <lflTOTOr®S T?f ^5 , ▼* ’rfh WftHf $*K* TfUTT^t 

▼fan 3 /to ▼.■55.31 ^ 1 

5*8fr-8» CS’TTO «RTOHTO ▼fCW-ff 8R7 fcRt* **H *farft^ $*TC«fT flyfirfas 

fmefa fin* Bhutto, to fin, im, <?r§, fw 3 ^ 1 *mmm tpmr *ms faf &hh 
< m efcurc^ 1 *<fllTS TOrnhCTt wn to* 3 *^-B^prcm fro *$733 4 $fan 

imr m 1 toi c^rst^ nrorft ▼▼sr^cm lift w fc t* *t*yi 3 4 *fror^ 1 

wfwtft y*i Scwm *t*yi to? art faf fern to strr^ 1 mrfroiwi ▼^to ▼▼* 
4 t vfortft yrf 1 tsto *a vpnts cro?tfR 3 m w»i «rfa5 3 ?f*pre- *TO 

Starry 1 ▼fferrt 1 & tf*T$r? flrmHm ▼fin ^n ^ttfer ▼fl£Y*i ▼▼▼ 3 *wnra ▼*▼!£▼ ▼tro 
ShH rtn gt roj ire m fl 9 ^ to**c*i *s*R *fi*o% 4 far* *t«t& tost *farc*; oto 
▼fl^, ▼'f *ff&* \i 1 ?i , r"*kj ▼flc<*i 1 

f"HFl <TT3 ▼• 1 JHJ tfnrtW^hJ ▼Tt v fTTfl fcfal TO sYt^Q flffC* ▼trsfTO 3 ?7*T5PrTO TO 

TO B*t* tprtnnr wn to to tjHfa* fron^rnr? ft won crot*f% Y^rtfl ▼trtfT? «rt cTO 
Yht? to* ziti tn $t$i 4 * n’R f-rvw* r*nrm^ ^ vm 

vrt <3 cvu trvw *rv! ^ 1 vrtfm ^ wn fr^i 1 

tpn 9 trt«fu f-rri 1 ▼fcTOfof tfWflv f-rvi «prr i f^?:r^r fro 

▼tffarat* cnto ▼mi fln^ fin *nfl ^ 1 'm ?f>utfl f*m «rt 

5 5 ▼▼ ^f¥l W! S^UtC^ JTUT I 

8 ri 4 YOTI BASU: On a point of order, Sir. I do not find the Finance 
Minister here while the speeches are poin# on 

The Hon’ble Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : He has gone to 
take his teu. 

Sri «IYOTI BASU: It is amazing that the Finance Minister should go 
for tea at this moment when speeches are going on. 

The Hon’ble Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, I am here to 
take notes for him. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. That is not a point of order. 

Sri SU8IL KUMAR BANERJEE : etfo* ▼ zw ▼wrtW ctr ffsrcm *m 
t fcn w im ^f% rtitce— wfV^5 ^»rm (:^ 86 - 8 ^ e >^ 8 i- 8 ir) rtt33 1 
(▼a m\ cror tm wmm yfo *t irf^nnt cm ^ yt* ▼wm 

jtr ni c ▼m s t, 4t w* fror ml 5 tr^ ▼mm 

▼▼ CTWf w cfflrsfi sn 1 

▼rpn f%ei rturcfi !▼▼ otfR flf%^ e tf'Stm fm »▼- 

▼ i ce t &^n wv ymrtrfn firfl<r?mn mi ▼?▼ trnrm^i at ▼tdn to yi wr e ▼se' 
*psti R^ht ^ e tfm ▼* mi 1 ▼m ▼§, ifiwfft ef vc* ft*wr* «rf f?cm 1 4^. 
*nzf ▼nihR »rt< mti wm ▼< ’iIm n t H R ▼fft ▼▼ww whR i 

cfmffe mnnr f^stm <rHm ^ ▼^rf 5 nr im mnr nf^w ?rw, flms: wimr 
foa t rei ▼fwr cwm #nl ^fe 1 Sin eiiff® etrowNi, % mrfli ▼▼- 
▼w»wi ▼fJhffar to wri to met? t <▼! ▼m«t m¥tft mm im mr\ to 
▼Im fkwrtt tjtitTOi 'em ▼fl , to tor 4 fmw mfas rtcm i 
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i#m ircwcfc it wro trfotmfai iwit faro faft urn iw n itti v fa mm w 
crom, ir«$i ft fe Tifa tT faS; fotit cit# c*fti tffctTfsfa mratti fa farotTOinfas 
ltlfO| Wtl lf$* TOW TO! *fl lfrf$#t I *T5 TO !| H T f ' l t rg! ftfttl TO l O W 

fan vtir mfcn Platen ci citvJti i?n nn itufai f4im a# iffri ft-wt ciro wmi i 
t$fan cit^nfaf ufai wm ^rtcn dtF^i i irtiti vunticii ifaii, i(i*H $ vnriTi wi 
at *f fain ^5 rtittii tow « t yitiqn mx4 tiTOimTtTOtjTiivf toi 

in hoti, a^fai *nr*Ftff ci Suhj s iwf Jtfa wi i fan ifacrofi ifti -Mem which Wf 

dt tor * w#iww *tfaTO wnfaifaT itn $l$ro i wth at m tf fci wt tooti tfii w 
?flR fefa i 

TO wttm itwrarft ( top heavy ) irmsw wirtiw ofr ^pn itm iicwtt cifaus 
wron in itt i y fp» at it#H ww, fam wfam m tor inti aw cut! ftm i?$fa 
rt^rrn?, 3H ifais^fa a fan »t (wsn fam tfcitwi a ff»nn in wfa i ivw wttw w#«rt^ w#ifif 
i?M« afiftvn w iftw S v T 5 rff wfaci* i 

v rfac"frc tow tot at ci w ircwtti iWt nw?«fa TO fTOs wfarwftwfarn qgfoi w 

m trlt wrofatow s*w \ w^trs tfnrnwi n^-fw^i s wifTfa*TO ml *trwn faro i 

*tfarw 1* grror ciwtfto fmw *n to wurs stirs tffaro* tot# tot newt 
toi faro& fk*re i ms irffa irr* frim vmi orc toon fa** strs itn wfaos 

Wffa w*t «tf%w ; wtfanm at n TStm TrsfiTfrs tff^t tT^ Wfi <9 

fafa ^fwi *ffr»?*fan ?hpi *m '3 ^tsn n-^M T9PJ ^ i 

Sri PRAMATHANATH BANDYOPADHYAY : iMh Speaker TOvu, 

^ ^tue^ »iKn> faf *jp;f am c*t *jf\ *Ttw& 

^sf^tTOR C’TW^n, ix* 9rf51\n ®T*t$ I C^bhfJ^ fl ' ot^tT^ c®tS^ *T5 5J>^.8 TT8 

r:w Ti»n m irtyrt *rm S<T5 inm to i mxt *pn, ■wi ’rfw 

tto ?rr^ S^tfrs i mv\ cm »m m 4t?n <*v s ^tn 

m ire** trfiz *rtu$* to im *fo**r* *vrfk i fa% im cw vm *m cwfii 
ci ctto ^t*n w &rm ▼«n ?nrf^ «w ^rr» *tfl^ nrf^ i 'afinfiri 

vkvi *rnj ymt ^rrsr ^ i (?Tt +ft firsts fa*\ t Veterinary Depart- 
ments %, Medical froths fre ; >prS fVi nnrw ciw TO ♦ttcro cn arta 

frsrit CTOt 5T«rtr^l fVf 5»ff% ?TTO TO OKI | TO-S CT?1 TOtl 

^ *!Ki*r ,| twn i mmvn cro fro frsk^ oi of rc tcto ji cftf w TO C fi to 
Rt ; fff ffTO faf TO ftTf fro *ftft ^ i \ f eterinary Dei»artment fi utrs ^5H fRI 
ft® w f *5t7R fV 191 fcsjfs 5 tto 4f? vs onr f f cror? cerrornTOiTO 

Rt ; TOttn 4nn tok wto ’trin fro* to cat i 4 m TOt ^ri toi 
cro TOifii i at «TTOf mm toto aw nf^ aro» at toS cm tocpi 
aft TOn f f TOi fnrfl ci afff tnrs ’oK to to i fiMi etrcfi fTOf vtrf t at cw 
ftcwt, ans cf fro w«f ffff i ¥?i ra 3i TO totr toi r to ^3*f cftdM mhjtftro itn i 

at ^gd R c f i TO CTOT^tf *M4 fa ? 4 * TO TO, 4*TO CTOff'^tfaro, a'TO 5tTOR, Cft 

»iTO TO c TOtf ft TO# fa? a*TO c*HTO crorttf oltro ffi Agricultural Offloer, 
fsfa Cf TOFTO Iftcf ftf, Cf 3TfTf ^Ffl TOR, *ftf TO' Vfl TO3 F* I WtlTO TO fa 
^fln Cftif ? ttfl Veterinary Departmenta fTOff ftfl fa cTOCTTf fad *9 

faTO f tT^tfa® Fl, 3tl f 1 CfR TO1, fpd mi ttf ’■TO, m TO IfClf ? Cl TO TOtl 
fTOf fafatll fasten, TOtfl YTTO3TO aTO charitable dispen«aryC3 ’flu CTOl 
<>toi to faro iprati toi? mm i it «m iff c#f* m w’cwiro mroci ifaa 
cm ^tttf TOi tots crocs mm gro wi ait mm ym omcro c TOtit^ rgn ^mn 
ITCff | mi TO TO cTOfa Cl ^8-TOMtl TO ^ TOC1 >Clt t l fa l Cl TO TOd TOW! ClU 
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«wn *fiwnr xm«o fn m m «wn ?p!* **r* cmwnwTi 

«t YTYY1 WTO TOTOI WftW flf 4WT TO I 4t TOfl *(IW1 (TO 4WH I 4Wfc<IWft7 
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Wf* 4Ts CITlfaFTfa TtStTO TOtt? TOtl ftCW CWFftR — 

ff* CWl CTO Tim TO*] **TO ikeck CTTO *ttffc* TI I foe** TO **14* &TW1 TO 
*t*r* i fVi ftR topts tftfa? 4* to to* i 

fTOTOrft ftsw yTO **t TO fnrww *TT3 ^ i 4? chemical planning TOr 
ft TO fan **t* CTO 4*'fa3tm Sf*TO TO1 TO fwgfcl TOt* TOt* TOR* I $ :fl*fa[* 

cjfa ttTOs 4$ to* tittU *fa f-ltHfl TO5t*Ti to $Tfli> — ^r** f*** TO* TO I 

toh *twr* fan fa* *tra fcrft *m * ch ?w» fTO4* fa nr wtfasni 

wm 4*Sl *fa fTOf* tffo W«fTO* M ?f *TT*tf 1 TOT3 TO I Hm TO * TOT ^ » 
■ftfafa? CTOt* *M* ** I craft? ^to'f I7 f ^Cr TO* TO *faTOf S TOtf* CTO* 

f*fa*f w cto to to fan* to ftsJt to mm? to *r*% i 4* m* fro 

TO CTW &f55 4* I 

CTO flCTO *R7 *1**1 ?T5*f ffTO TOFT *Nf *7* TOR I fal *£TO TTTOflTO f!*R TOT! 
^j*T fk*l4 TO* TO Wtlfain TOT3t 5TT5 TO* 41 I TO*I TO *KTO ^TCT tftt* vfa fiCTO 
I*v5 tpit* I 4$ tPIt* TOCU 5T4 

(The member having reached the time-limit resumed his seat.) 

(At this stage the House was adjourned tor fifteen minutes.) 

(After adjournment.) 

Sri BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: Mr. Speaker, I would like to felicitate 
the HonTde Finance Minister for presenting the fir>t Congress budget of 
West Bengal in a self-governing India. It is a unique honour which, as 
Janab Abul Hashem has said, he has deservedly earned In virtue of his 
long service and rich experience. 

In trying to examine the budget and assess the various proposals it 
contains, I must confess I have a feeling of some embarrassment. Although 
the Finance Minister has been the recipient of high encomiums as also of 
much adverse criticism, I believe neither is due to lnm in any appreciable 
measure. Evidently he could not possibly have devoted much time and 
attention to its preparation. 1 feel, Sir, we shall not be doing justice to 
the undoubted financial acumen and genius of the Finance Minister if we 
were to ascribe to him either wholly or even substantially the real 
authorship of the budget. 

Apart from certain important and fundamental considerations, to which 
I shall presently refer, the discerning will notice many a small indication 
in the budget which will hear out the correctness of my statement. For 
example, the pattern, the general framework, the presentation of the budget 
as also of the Finance Minister’s statement are what may be called 
traditional. For unother, demand head “fid — Extraordinary Charges in 
India” is still described as including items which are distinguishable from 
normal and ordinary expenditure of the province. I doubt, Sir, if that 
description still holds good today. For yet another, although textiles have 
been decontrolled, the Directorate of Textiles in the Civil Supplies 
Department still continues. Probacy the only important work that this 
Directorate has to perform is in regard to distribution of yarn. I would 
•uggest that this work could easily be transferred to the Directorate of 
Transportation and Consumer Goods, thereby eliminating one of the 
existing five Directorates in the Civil Supplies Department and effecting 
some economy in expenditure 4 . I shall not cite any more of these small 
instances in support of my statement. 

Sir, one of the more important and fundamental reasons why I am loath 
to make the Finance Minister primarily or wholly responsible for the 
preparation of the budget is the absence of any fruitful endeavour to recast 
readjust it in the light of altered conditions. I shall try to illustrate my 
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point by a reference to certain figures in the revised estimates of 1946-47 
for undivided Bengal and the budget estimates for 1948-49 of West Bengal. 
Unfortunately, neither the Blue Book nor the Red Book gives us any 
figures of the actuals of 1946-47. The total revenue of undivided Bengal, 
apart from Central assistance, in 1946-47 was 87 crores. The correspond ing 
figure for West Bengal in 1948-49 is 25 crores or 68 per cent, of what it waa 
in 1946-47 for undivided Bengal. The revenue expenditure in 1946-47 for 
undivided Bengal outside of Central assistance was 39 crorcs. The* 
corresponding figure for West Bengal in 1948-49 is 24-4 crores or 65 per 
cent, of what it was in 1946-47 for undivided Bengal. If Central assistance 
is taken into account, then the proportion of expenditure in West Bengal 
in 1948-49 will be about 75 per cent, of what it was in 1946-47 for undivided 
Bengal. 

Sir, this unfortunate trait of the Budget has not escaped the notice of 
the Finance Minister, and on pages 18 ami 1!) of his Budget Statement ho 
has detailed the major causes as to why expenditure is not in accord w r ith 
the reduction of the size of the province. I am afraid, Sir, on a closer 
scrutiny many of these reasons do not appear to he quite so satisfactory. 
Expenditure on General Administration, which should reflect in a largo 
measure the effect of the influx of surplus services personnel from East 
Bengal, is in 1948-49 only 52 per cent, of what it was in 1946-47 for 
undivided Bengal Kxtraordmun charges in India again, which should 
reflect in a large measure the charges peculiar to Calcutta, are only 44) per 
cent, in 1948-49 of what it was in 194<*-47, Again, increase in beneficent 
expenditure to which t lie Finance Minister lias referred is, as he has also 
pointed out, most noticeable under head “40 — Agriculture" . 1 have tried 

to analyse the expenditure under this head and the result is not quite 
satisfactory as a reference to some of the major sub-heads will hear out. 

Under Agriculture — Direction, it is mostly establishment expenses: in 
1946-47, U.>. 1,71,000, in 1948-49, Rs. 2,38,000 or 140 per cent, of what it 
was in 1946-47; Superintendence — mostly establishment expenses — 
Rs. 0,04,000 in 1946-47, K.s. 44,28,000 in 1948-49, or 733 per cent, of what 
it was in 1946-47; Botanical and other public gardens —also mostly 
establishment expenses — 128 per cent, in 1948-49 of what it was in 1946-47. 
Thus the increase in expenditure under most of these sub-heads is accounted 
for mostly by establishment expenses and wliat benefit will accrue therefrom 
to agricultural development is rather problematical. 

I may also draw the attention of the Finance Minister to the fact that 
expenditure under Presidency Police is 90 per cent, more in 1948-49 than 
what it was in 1946-47 for undivided Bengal. I am afraid, Sir, that 
expenditures like these are responsible for eating away the surplus that this 
year's budget was at one time expected to yield and which it was hoped 
would he available for beneficent activities. I would therefore urge upon 
the Finance Minister to bring to bear his undoubted skill and ability upon 
a close scrutiny of expenditure under the different sub-heads with a view to 
release as much money as possible from out of ordinary expenditure for 
financing development projects. Because, in so far as the Provincial 
Government is concerned, I do not find, Sir, any very large scope for expen* 
»ion of revenues. .We must therefore concentrate our attention more on 
the expenditure side. Of course this may result in some unemployment 
among Government employees. The scojm? therefore of their absorption in 
developmental projects and also in measures which the Government may 
institute for the security of the province should he carefully explored. 
I believe the Government should also make arrangement* for 
training of lascars and certain categories of railway employee* 
and the like, of whom there is a great dearth not only in West Bengal hut 
aiao in the whole of the Indian Union. 
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I may aleo mention, Sir, without disclosing any secret that the division 
of expenditure of undivided Bengal over the period 1920-21 to 1938-39 was 
o‘j-9 per cent, for West Bengal and 46*1 per cent, for East Bengal, and I 
believe the ratio had remained substantially the same in subsequent years. 
It is essential therefore that strenuous effort should be made to bring down 
our expenditure from bo per cent, to this figure. In truth, inasmuch as 
there was admittedly large wastage of expenditure under previous 
governments in undivided Bengal, the proportion should come down to a 
figure even lower than 53 9 per cent. 

Another important reason why I think, Sir, the Finance Minister could 
not possibly have given* much time and attention to the preparation of the 
budget will be found in an analysis of the Government’s development 
programme. The Finance Minister has himself admitted that the develop- 
ment projects are to a great extent continuation of schemes already taken 
in hand before the date of partition. It any honourable member would 
care to compare the lists of development projects appended to the Budget 
Statements of the previous and the present Finance Ministers he will be 
impressed by the measure of their identity. The only welcome exception, 
or about the only welcome exception, to that iule is the development 
programme of the Irrigation Department and the Minister in charge, who 
unfortunately is not present here, deserves congratulation for his energy 
and intiative. 

j would invite the Finance Minister to peruse the comments and 
observations we had offered in this House on the development programme 
introduced by the previous Ministn in undivided Bengal and tn to appre- 
ciate our uii\iet\ in this matter. Our main criticisms weie that this 
programme had no plan behind it, was a departmental affair, and therefore 
not likely to make the most fruitful use of the money that was going to be 
spent on such projects. It is probable that many of the schemes will have 
been so far advunoed that they cannot he held up. Yet I would request the 
Finance Minister to examine the projects more carefully in the light of the 
criticisms that we had offered while occupying the benches opposite. 

In the second place, quite a few of the schemes included in 
the development programme are really not developmental in character and 
should more appropriately have been included in the ordinary budget. 
Expenditures like the cost of running a Labour .Journal or maintenance and 
repair costs of existing hospitals are cases in |x>int. 

In the third place, the Finance Minister’s statement that “having regard 
to the fact that efforts are likely to be wasted or he productive of very 
limited results in the absence of timely and carefully drawn up plans as 
parts of an integrated comprehensive scheme, it has been decided to set up 
special organisations for the survey of requirements and for comprehensive 
planning in respect of” what may be called the nation-building departments, 
appears to me to be somewhat confusing in view of the already budgeted 
expenditure of a little over (D crores in the ensuing year, presumably in the 
absence of an adequate survey of requirements and of comprehensive 
planning. 

It is also a moot point to which my honourable friend Sri J. C. Gupta 
had also referred, whether the objective of drawing up an integrated 
comprehensive scheme would be adequately served by providing separate 
allotments to different departments for planning. I would urge upon the 
Finance Minister to give his serious thought to this problem with a view 
to avoiding waste of resources, duplication of work and possible inter- 
departmental squabbles. The Finance Minister should also give ns some 
idea of the planning machinery that he would like to set up. 

lit t he fourth plaoe, we should like to have some idea from the Finance 
Minister of the funds that may be available for developmental projects, say. 
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over the next 3 to 5 years. How much can we expect from the Central 
Government? The Central Government had at one time assured, if I 
remember rightly, an amount of nearly 70 crores to undivided Bengal for 
development projects. How much of this money had already been obtained f 
How much can we expect for West Bengal from the Central Government? 
What are the prospects again of any surplus being available from out of 
the ordinary reveuues? In the context of the present budget, that prospect 
would appear to he rather depressing. What again are the prospects of 
raising big loans? I do not know, Sir, but I am afraid that both against 
the background of the present budget and the money market conditions 
obtaining now, I cannot share the optimism of the Finance Minister that in 
executing and planning our future development programme kick of money 
will not prove a very serious obstacle. I am aware that shortage of raw 
materials, lack of machinery and trained personnel are great handicaps, 
but in the future lack of funds is also likely to prove another bottle-neck. 

1 would also request the Finance Minister to explain a little more fully 
what lie meant by the ‘'potentialities immediately ahead of us M which, if 
fully realised would, according to him, entitle us to take a more definitely 
optimistic view of the tuture. 

1 think. Sir. I have said enough to explain wh\ 1 said at the beginning 
that I could not hold the Finance Minister very much responsible for the 
present budget. 

I would now draw \oui attention to a few othei aspects of the budget 
for \our consideration, in the hist place, m the industrial sphere I am glad 
the Government realise that a large sector of industry would have still to be 
left to private enterpnse. Having said that, I am sorn the Finance 
Minister has hedged in this pio|M*sition with various other statements 
and the final picture does not eimoge vei\ clearly. Nothing is more inimical 
to expansion of production than vague generalisation and confused 
statements of policy. I yvould request the Finance Minister to give us a 
clear and concrete declaration of policy on (1 » the specific industries, if any, 
which the Government wan t to nationalise, and or the specific 

industries, it any, that t he Government would like to control and the forms 
of control that Government would like to impose. This eniinci ition of 
policy may relate to a period of 3 to •» years. 

In the second place the dichotomy of the province’s economy into an 
urban and a lural sector to which the Finance Munster appears to have 
referred rather approvingly on pages o and (> of his statement can no longer 
be regarded as a happy or necessary development. With the development 
of electricity which would he available even to rural areas l believe a 
strenuous effort would be made to give a quietus to the age-old feud 
between the urban and rural areas comparable in the inter-nutional sphere 
to the rivalry between industrial and agricultural countries. If future 
trouble is to be avoided and the welfare of every part of the province 
promoted, I believe the disparity which today exists between the develop- 
ment and well-being of urban and rural areas should be removed at as earfy 
a date as possible. 

In the third place I have already indicated my views on the development 
programme. And I do not like to dilate on that matter except to say that 
the absence of any indication of the planning machinery' that Government 
would like to set up is a weak point in Government’s planning endeavours 
and is liable to make them open to the charge of proceeding without 
sufficient forethought. 

In the fourth place. Sir. the Finance Minister has provided 00 lakhs for 
improvement of Calcutta’s transport facilities but has not indicated the way 
ik which it should be utilised. If newspaper reports are to be relied upon, 
Government’s intention appears to be to form a company in whose snare 
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capital Government will participate and which will run a fleet of buses. 
As private capital is not shy in this sphere, I do not And the necessity of 
Government contributing to share capital in this particular field. I believe, 
Sir, in any commercial enterprise partly private ownership and control and 
paitly State ownership and control are likely to give rise to awkard problems 
and create difficulties. Would if not be a better proposition to leave the 
entire business either to private enterprise or alternatively, if the Govern- 
ment so desire, to nationalise Calcutta's city transport, or at least control and 
manage it by setting up a transport board or some such machinery. 

In the fifth place, the absence of any mention of the East Bengal refugee 
problem I consider a short-coming of the budget. As items have been 
mentioned for which no plans have yet been drawn up and no moneys 
provided for such as the very laudable proposal of assistance to political 
sufferers, 1 feel that some mention of the East Bengal refugee problem was 
called for. 1 am sure the Government are aware of this problem and would 
let us know their plans in this regard. 

The Finance Minister has expressed his hope and belief that there is 
ground for taking a definitely optimistic view of the future. I wish I could 
share that hope in an appreciable measure against the background of this 
year’s budget. But at the same time 1 have not the least doubt in my mind 
that if only the Finance Minister will bring to bear his unrivalled expert 
knowledge on the many facet* of We*t Bengal's finances, we may yet look 
forward to a much brightei and happier tutuie for this new province of 
West Bengal. 

The Hon’ble Sri NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER : Mr. Speaker, Sir, as I 
was listening, with as much attention as the importance of the occasion 
required, to the speeches made in criticism of the budget, 1 was struck bv 
the variety of angles from which the same object may be viewed. Some of 
the criticisms were very helpful in giving me new ideas and I thank the 
Honourable Members who made valuable contributions to the budgetary 
problems of the province. Some Honourable Members however are 
obviously still wedded to the old familiar policy of criticism for criticism’s 
sake. 1 trust that in course of time as we get more used to the new set-up 
there will he an adequate re-orientation in our outlook. 

The Honourable Member for the Muslim Chamber of Commerce has said 
that the Government should create an Opposition. I must confess that I have 
failed exactly to understand what the Honourable Member meant, unless he 
was referring to the experiment attempted with indifferent results by Kamal 
Pasha in Turkey by decree. A healthy Opposition, following a constructive 
policy, has always, within itself, all the factors that make for sturdy growth 
and should not await the sanction or consent of the Government that it seeks 
to oppose. I have always attached great value to healthy opposition to a 
Government for it indicates that there are people who take an intelligent 
interest in the affairs of the State and who can, in their turn, make up for 
the shortcomings of those whom they oppose. It is a truism that in a 
democratic party Government, the Opposition of today is the Government 
of tomorrow. But it is also equally true that there must be a modicum of 
agreement between the Government and the Opposition on certain 
fundamental principles which govern the nation’s weal. Parties, as has 
been well pointed out, operate best when they rest on important divisions 
of opinion within a common l^ackground of agreement on fundamental 
principles. Subject to this proviso a Finance Minister, overwhelmed by 
Lis many problems, can only welcome the criticism of those who are not on his 
side of the House. Just as the Honourable Members on the other side 
expect the Government to justify itself in their eyes, would it be too 
optimistic to hope that the Opposition, by their helpful and constructive 
criticism, should justify the honoured name which they bear? There is 
safety in numbers, they say. But the value of an Opposition depends more 
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on it# taking an effective interest in the affairs of the State, as an organised 
body. I shall convey to my Government the demand which the Honourable 
Member has put forward and I have no doubt that all legitimate facilities 
for discharging their duties as an Opposition will be readily conceded. 

Some Honourable Members have found the budget stereotyped, dealing 
as it must inevitably do, with the old familiar themes like Irrigation, 
Education, Administration, Police, Revenue, Public Health, and so on. I 
do not know what the Honourable Members expected to find in u budget 
outside the old familiar story of the stupendous problems facing any 
Government which may happen to be in the saddle ami the inadequacy of 
our resources. This is a legacy of the past which we have to carry forward 
from year to year until the new forces have had time to prove effective in 
liquidating it. 1 confess that in dealing with the problems of our national 
life 1 had perforce to discuss the same old problems which have hitherto 
defied a solution. A budget is essentially a tentative estimate of receipts 
and expenditures. No amount of wishful thinking can enhance the receipts 
to the projsirtion of the resources of other free countries like America or 
Russia in the twinkling of an eye; nor can we slur over any essential 
expenditure such as the cost of maintaining Law and Order and other 
beneficent activities which, however, may pay delayed or only indirect 
dividends. This is, or should be, an inescapable principle in the framing 
of the budget m any country . 1 confess, however, that 1 may have failed 

to present a very clear picture of our problems and our hopes tor the future 
ill this, the first budget, framed so soon aftei the birth of our new province, 
It is unfortunate but true that a nation's miseries die hard. Ami here again 
the reineiU lies in the bands of those who constitute the nation and not 
on its Government alone, however wise ami well-intentioned. If multiplying 
three by four \ ields twelve as a result toda\ as it did everywhere and every 
time, the blame, if blame be any, should be laid at the doors of the 
immutable laws of nature. Some Honourable Members have justly pointed 
out that merely providing funds m a budget is not enough, it is the duty 
of the Government to see that the schemes are properly implemented. The 
Government are in complete agieement with this view and I propose, at the 
end of the year, to make a statement before the House to show what 
progress we have achieved in various directions. 

Some adverse criticism has been levelled against my exultation at the 
fact that today we are breathing an air of freedom. That air, it is pointed 
out, is tainted with the stink of blood and our (smimunist Comrade says 
that all that we have achieved is only Dominion Status. 1 shall not quarrel 
over the name by which we call our newly earned status. If the freedom 
which we have got can give us, a*, it has done, the fullest opportunity for 
self-expression and self-development free from uny outside control, 1 shall 
always value it as the beginning of the realisation of our national aspirations. 
If we have temporarily lapsed into the law of the jungle, we are, at any rate, 
out of the cage. 

Freedom, after all, is an abstract conception and a means to an end. 
Its material manifestation depends on the toil and earnestness of those who 
are free. To point at our poverty, illiteracy and many other shortcoming# 
in our national life, to argue that we are not free, is to deny that we are 
alive because we are suffering from a malady. That malady cannot be 
removed by the magic wand of the Government nor can human nature 
undergo an electric metamorphosis which will suddenly change our resource# 
in men and material overnight. Our freedom is only what we can make 
of it ourselves, through years of earnest endeavour and ungrudging sacrifice. 

It is necessary to realise at the outset exactly where we stand. Our 
province is not even a Dominion but a State within a young Dominion. We 
are still within the framework of the adapted Government of India 1935 Act 
which imposes limitations" on our financial and monetary resources. In that 
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context, certain financial powers are vested on the provinces and certain 
others on the Central Government. A province cannot go beyond the 
Provincial List, however much it may wish to do so and however great the 
need. Where, therefore, some Honourable Members in their revolutionary 
zeal, urge the desirability of imposing further taxation on the rich, I can 
perhaps support their plea on th^ ground of equity, but I have to plead my 
inability to satisfy them on the ground of our constitutional limitations. 
The tw r o most recognised forms of progressive taxation which tend to bring 
about a more equitable distribution of wealth are, of course, Income-tax 
and Estate Duty. But both these taxes can only be imposed by the Centre 
although we are entitled to a share of the revenue. None of the Honourable 
Members have given any concrete suggestions as to how we can further 
tax the rich within our provincial sphere, with any substantial results. But 
I am always ready to learn. The Honourable Members are, no doubt, 
aware that incomes in this country are taxed to their uttermost capacity 
and it is doubtful if there is any further scope of increasing the rates 
without adding to the retarding effects on our economy already in evidence. 
The impact of taxation on income in this country is the severest in the 

world and the highest rate of fifteen and a half annas in the rupee comes 

into operation at a level of income which is much lower than in any other 

country in the world. It is my honest view that the stage has been reached 

when it is to be seriously considered whether it is possible to give any relief 
to the people groaning under the burden of the heavy income-tax in the 
interests of our national development To overload the caravan is hut to 
retard its progress. 

Some Honourable Members have expressed their disappointment that the 
Government have not immediately launched on a more rapid comprehensive 
plan for nationalisation of industries. Here, again, it is necessary that we 
should take stork of our position with a clear vision unclouded by common- 
places of doctrinaire politics. Socialism today 1* undoubtedly our economic 
goal and socialisation of industries is certainly the first essential step to 
that goal. But the process of our evolution to that stage must he gradual. 
The first emphasis, as Bandit Jawahurlul Nehru has urged, must be ou 
production. Increased production will automatically create more jobs, thus 
enhancing our national wealth and reducing unemployment— the two most 
important problems before us. But the Government today, with its limited 
resources in men, mone\ and material, can neither undertake nationalisation 
on a large scale which' will absorb a reasonably large number of our 
unemployed ami under-employed population. There would thus hardly he 
any justification, at the present stage, to so shake the existing industrial 
structure as might cause serious dislocations in our economy. The supreme 
need of the country is increase of production and Bandit Nehru has 
categorically stated that the Government of India are not going to sacrifice 
production for the pursuit of any slogan. We cannot block our meagre 
resources simplv tor the pleasure of owning existing industries without 
reference to our ability to undertake them. In countries which have 
accepted a more or less socialistic programme without revolution, the 
question is not one of complete socialisation of industries all at once and 
abolition of private enterprise, but of examination from time to time of the 
extent to which the social sector may he increased by placing new industries 
on the list of state-owned enterprises. In that view of the matter our 
advance towards socialisation should he gradual if we are to avoid a sudden 
and violent change and costly* errors. We have also to remember that 
nationalisation as a policy must emanate from the Centre which is the seat 
of the nation’s authority We can implement such schemes only to the 
extent of our provincial resources and constitutional limits. It is needless 
to add that we shall, within our competence, give effect to any policy of 
nationalisation that the Centre may decide to pursue. In my view the 
sensible Socialist, Jp^cioua of the magnitude of the tasks which must 
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confront him in any event, will be anxious to avoid unnecessary widening 
of the range of his responsibilities and to make use of any existing institu- 
tions which can be adapted to serve his ends. He will not want to knock 
anything over merely to give himself the pleasure of building it up afresh. 
He will have quite enough on his hands with the necessary work of creation 
to have no time left for super-erogatory works of destruction. 

It has become almost the fashion today to cite the Russian example. 
But we forget that there are big gaps in the analogy. Communism waa 
born in Russia through the blood, sweat and tears of a revolution, whereas 
we are attempting the experiment through the more gradual and peaceful 
process of democracy. (Sri Jyoti Basu : More people have died here ia 
riots than throughout the Russian Revolution.) Maybe in riots but not in 
revolution. 

Even in Russia the first five years were years of groping and experi- 
mentation. The world is watching their experiments with the socialistic 
philosophy with admiration and interest. But it would perhaps be a mistake 
to try to improve on their modus operand i either in the matter of time or 
downrightness. Even the execution of the first Five-Year Plan in Soviet 
Russia required great courage anti utter ruthlessness and a general tighten- 
ing up of belts in all classes of the community, all based on expectations of 
future benefits To expect to achieve all this by a short-cut and without 
paying a price would be a poor recognition of Communism as a sound 
economic philosophy. 

Mr. Jyoti Ba-ui has criticised the budget liecuuse the Sales Tax and the 
tax on intoxicating drinks still figure on the revenue side of the budget. 
But would it surprise the Honourable Member to learn that in 19dt» Sales 
Tax or tax on the total turnover accounted for 7!) per cent, of t he total 
revenue in Soviet Russia and is still as high as 7H per cent.? Vodka, their 
national intoxicating beverage, is also subject to the Turnover Tax. 1 am 
not holding a brief against prohibit ion or for the Sales Tax which 
undoubted!; affects the common man. But, howevei much a conscientious 
Communist may decry the Sales Tax. it has not been found practicable by 
the principal nations of the world to abolish it, certainly not by the nation 
that .set Communism in vogue. 

As I was listening to the speech of Mr. J;oti Basu, making all sorts of 
fantastic allegations and insinuations, 1 was reminded of a remark of Poet 
Rabindra Nath Tagore: — 

“*131 tv fVi *f-Tr rw W! , 

toti wnfcfft 5iti, f*i m *n” 

As for the demand for the immediate abolition of the zemindar; system, 
the Honourable Members are aware that the principle has been accepted by 
the Government who are doing their best to expedite its implementation. 
But considerable spade-work is necessary. We arc working under an Act 
which provides for paying reasonable compensation for acquisition of 
zemindary rights. And to do so, preparation of record* and calculation of 
the amount of compensation in each case are necessary. For this initial 
work we have provided for 10 lakhs in the Budget and the work will start 
immediately. (Sri Jyoti Bast: It will take 50 years.) The rates of 
compensation and the question of necessary financial arrangement are being 
discussed at the all-India level. I hope the Honourable Members do not 
think that we have put the question in cold storage for the present. It is 
being continuously pursued. 

I have just now heard Mr. Jyoti Basu sa\ing that it will take 50 years. 
If he wants a short-cut method, I would ask him to introduce a private Bill 
himself to abolish the zemindary system overnight. 

Bft JYOTI BASU: Without compensation it can b&don*. 
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The Hon'bJf Sri NALINI RANJAN BARKER: It can be done only if 
the members of the Assembly pass the Bill and the Governor-General’s 
sanction is obtained. 

Bri JYOTI BA8U : *-c**tOTC* «*tc*t* <5 57,-4^ w Independence caltrop* 1 

The Hon’ble Bri NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER: The Honourable Member 
may try this. Misgivings have been expressed by the Honourable Member 
Sri Annada Choudliurv as to whether the growth of cottage industries is 
likely to be affected by the promotion of large-scale and middle-sized 
organized industrial development. 1 may assure the House that Government 
are fully alive to the need for encouraging cottage industries and giving 
them all possible facilities for development. Our country is yet so 
industrially undeveloped and our requirements are expanding so rapidly 
that there is considerable scope for development in rural industries as well 
as in large-scale and middle-sized industries, without any unhealthy 
■competition amongst the three. There is as yet ample scope for all three 
,to develop side by side and it will not be the policy of the Government to 
disturb this condition which, I think, is fundamentally necessary for our 
economy. As between cottage industries and large-scale industries there 
is, in fact, a considerable field for mutual collaboration and complementary 
production and adjustment of spheres of operation. We hope to pursue 
a policy and programme whereby it will be possible to achieve these 
objectives and secure thereby a balanced development of rural industries 
as well as large-scale industries so that the economic standard of the people 
may rise steadily und substantially. There is absolutely no reason to 
apprehend that our policy in regard to large-scale industries will handicap 
cottage and small-scale industries. Indeed, it will be our constant endeavour 
to see that cottage industries receive nil possible facilities tor expansion 
.from the State. 

It appears that iin observations in connection with the provision of funds 
for Labour have created some confusion in the minds of some Honourable 
Members. I proceed hastily to make it clear beyond doubt that whatever 
provision has been made was for the establishment of the necessary 
machinery and not to subsidise any Trade Union Organisation. The 
Hon’ble Minister for Labour will, no doubt, make the Government’s policy 
clear to the House while dealing with the demands for grants for his 
department. But in the meantime I wish to fully associate myself with 
the speech recently delivered on the floor of the House by the Honourable 
Member Dr. Suresh Chandra Banerji. Theie should be a natural sequence 
in the procedure adopted in settling labour disputes such as conciliation, in 
the first instance, and arbitration, when conciliation fails to yield results. 
But at no stage can one uphold the methods sometimes resorted to by 
Labour to coerce employers into conceding their demands. It is an open 
vsecret that Labour often is a tool in the hands of those who are not concerned 
with the ethics of their methods so long as they gain their ends. The 
growth of healthy Trade Unionism, far from intimidating employers and 
managers, should be welcomed as a remedy against such questionable 
methods and this is what I meant by “development" of Trade Unions on 
sound lines. 

Some of the Honourable Members have said that we have gone against 
the assurance given by the previous Ministry in the matter of adopting in 
the provincial sphere the recommendations of the Central Pay Commission 
in regard to the increase of rates of pay of the subordinate staff. I have 
seen the answer given by my predecessor, Snjut Uhowdhury, in reply to a 
auestion on the subject and it is for the implementation of that assurance 
that we have provided for a crore of rupees in the budget. What Srijut 
Chowdhury said on the floor of the House is as follows : ‘ ‘This Government 
are of the opinion that with a view to secure uniformity of practice with 
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the Indian Union the revision, standardisation, rationalisation of pay scales 
in this province should be based as far as practicable on the recommendations 
of the Centra] Pay Commission, and action on these lines is being taken 
accordingly”. 

As far as I am aware, every province is examining the question as to how 
far they could go in approximating to the pay scutes recommended by the 
Central Pay Commission and that no province has yet found that they can 
go to the full extent. Even Bombay, which has far better revenue resources 
and a revenue reserve of over 18 crores which she has been able to create 
over the last few years, has not found it possible to adopt the scales 
recommended by the Central Pay Commission and lias since provided for a 
smaller increase in the scales of pay for its own employees. Some other 
provinces, including our neighbouring provinces of Bihar and Oriwta, which 
provide the bulk of our poor grade employees, hate not been able to implement 
the Pay Commission's recommendations and hate proposed to give an 
increment of pay according to their own resources. No, following on the 
same policy we have provided for a crore of rupees and we intend that, we 
shall go as far as we can with this amount in the lowest ranges of pay. Aft 
I have pointed out already our financial resources do not permit us to give 
full effect to the recommendations of t lie Central Pay Commission all at 
once. And it is probable that the repercussions of our action may lead to 
the creation of further liabilities which our resources will fail to meet. I 
do not also see why, with our scanty resources, made scantier by the recent 
division, we should be tbe pioneer province in India in this respect. Let it 
not be construed that I have no sympathy for the hard lot of this class of 
employees. But we have naturally to follow a gradual process in view of 
tbe various factors involved. It has been suggested by some of the 
Honourable Members thut tin* financial resources necessary for giving effect 
to the Central Pay Commission's recommendations in the lower pay scales 
could be obtained by a downwind revision of tbe salary of the higher paid 
employees. This suggestion is based on certain misconceptions. I shall 
mention some figures in this connection. The number of officers drawing 
salary at the rate of Rs. 1,000 nr over per month is roughly 157 and the 
total salary they draw pel month is roughly 2A lakhs. On the lowest scales 
we have roughly one lakh Government servants drawing salary of Rs. 150 
or below per month. So even by a 5(1 per cent, reduction of the salary of 
the higher paid officers, the sum that would be released is about one lakh 
and a quarter which, if distributed among one lakh employees in the lowest 
cadre, would lead to an increase of Re. 1 per head per month. This would 
be u poor relief for tbe subordinate staff, whereas the 50 per cent, reduction 
in the higher scales may result in the reduction in the efficiency of the fresh 
recruits under prevailing conditions. Besides, in this country many of tbe 
higher paid employees in all-India services are covered by a guarantee 
against a reduction of their pay. We have, in this connection, to bear in 
mind that all over the world today tbe demand for efficient managerial and 
technical staff has increased to such an extent that there is a tendency, even 
in a country like Soviet Russia, to revise the salaries of these experts in an 
upward direction. We are, however, examining the scales of pay of the 
poor paid staff with u view to finding out to what extent we can increase the 
rates of pay and when our survey is complete I shall place a White Paper 
on the table. 

I have heard with great interest the very lucid statement of Mr. Walker 
on the question of jute quotas and the confusion it has created in the world 
jute market. 1 agree that it is a matter of vital importance to West Bengal. 
The subject, however, is under the control of the Central Government. 
Because of the importance of tbe matter I am taking it up with the Centre 
ami shall try to make a statement on the floor of the House in the near 
future. 

13 
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Sir, different Members have raised different issues in the discussion. 
The time at my disposal will not permit me to reply to every question raised, 
but we shall get an opportunity to clear those points at the time of discussion 
on demands for grants. Today Sri Bimal Comar Gliose has asked me 
categorically to give him a picture of next four orN^ve years’ finance, but 
may [ point out, it is not possible today. It is not possible now because 
our Constitution is in the proems of framing. We do not know what sort 
of revenues will be allotted to us in the Constitution Act that is being 
framed in Delhi. So 1 think the next two years will be our transition 
period. After we finally know what will be our resources, we can give a 
picture for the next few years. 

Before I resume my seat I want to submit before the House that I have 
stressed the difficulties not with a view to shirk our lesponsibilities but to 
let the Honourable Members form a correct view of the realities of the 
situation. As for my colleagues and myself I can assure the Honourable 
Members, if any assurance is necessary, that we shall spare no pains in 
addressing ourselves to the task of resolving those difficulties and proceed 
with the development schemes to the best of our ability. 

Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned at 7-1* p.m. till 3-4 r > p.m. on Wednesday, 
the 3rd March, 11148, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the West Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935, 
as adapted. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, ou Wednesday, 
the 8rd March, 1948, at 3-45 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the llon'ble Sri Iswaii Das J alan) in the Chair, 9 Hon'ble 
Ministers and 57 members. 


Obituary. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Ladies and Uentlemeu, before we proceed with the 
business of the House it is my most painful duty to bring to the notice 
of the House the sad demise of Sri Debi Proaud Khaitan, who was until 
January, a member of this House. He was a member of this House since 
1987 and was a very valuable member of this House. His opinions and his 
views were always given due credit and due importance in this House. He 
was also for a considerable time a member of the old Bengal legislative 
Council and took a very prominent part at the time when the Calcutta 
Municipal Act was on the anvil being introduced by Sir Surendra Nath 
Banerjee. He was also a member of the Calcutta Corporation for a con- 
siderable time. At the time of his death he was a member chosen by us 
of the Constituent Assembly. He was a member of the Union Powers Com- 
mittee and was one of the 7 members who were entrusted with the task of 
drafting the constitution of India, which constitution has now been pub- 
lished. H e was born at Midnapore in 1888; in 1911 he became a solicitor 
and within a short period of 7/8 years the firm which lie started became 
one of the most important solicitors' firms of the Calcutta High Court. In 
1919 he left the profession and became attached to Messrs. Birla Brothers, 
Ltd., and up to the time of his death he was connected with that firm. 
After he left the profession he took a very prominent part in the commercial 
sphere ot the Courts. He became the President of the Federation of the 
Indian Chambers of Commerce. He was also the President of the Indian 
Chamber of Commerce, Calcutta. He was also deputed to represent. Imlia in 
several Conferences in Europe and in other countries. By his death we 
have lost a tine scholar, a great constitutionalist and so far as the commercial 
world is concerned it has lost a very valuable guide and helper. He was 
of a very amiable temperament and an asset to the country. By his death 
a void has been created which it is difficult to fill. So far as I am 
personally concerned I worked in his office since 1910 and I was connected 
with the firm which lie started until I was chosen to represent you as the 
Speaker iu thi* House. Therefore so far as my personal bereavement in 
concerned I feel it all the more. 1 think it is the desire of the House that 
we should send a message of condolence to the members of the bereaved 
family and I do hope that you will be pleased to rise in your seats and offer 
your condolence by remaining silent for one minute. 

tTlie members row* in their seats.) 

Thank you. Ladies and Gentlemen. The Secretary will do the 
needful. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Corruption in Relief Departments of Oontai Subdivision. 

*5. (Short Notice.) Sri PRAMATHA NATH BANDYOPADHAY i 

(ci) Will the Hon’ble Minuter in charge of the Co-operation, Credit and 
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Belief Department be pleased to state ii it is% fact that recently huge sums 
of money were misappropriated by Government servants of Relief Depart- 
ments of Contai subdivision, by selling articles %ieant for relief, and sub- 
mitting false accounts and various other illegal means? 

(b) If the answer be in the affirmative, do the Government propose that 
a Public Enquiry Committee should be set up to enquire into the matter and 
submit reports thereon? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Accountant-General’s office of Bengal was making 
enquiries about keeping of false and illegal accounts by the Relief Officers of 
Contai? If so, what is the result of those enquiries? 

The Hon’ble Sri NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: {a) There have been 
numerous audit objections and investigation is proceeding for the purpose 
of eliciting all relevant facts. 

{b) No public enquiry is contemplated at present. 

(c) The Accountant-General has pointed out irregularities. Further 
enquiries will reveal whether there has been any misappropriation ol public 
money. 

Sri PR AM AT HA NATH BANOYOPAOHYAY: msrto tow to 

TOW fV YYfw W* W* enquiry CW TO ? 

Thi Hm t’bk Sri NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: ■far w m *ti 

YU TO I 

Sri PRAMATHA NATH BANOYOPAOHYAY: 

tow ft* < 4 $ hr c* cw 4* wtro too* w w, to ton ? & enquiry fa ** 
tow to, ti to tow to ? 

The Hoifblt Sri NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: cn c^tcs 

*rfro ctf\ stmt to ciw i 

Sri BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: With reference to {a), will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state as to the nature of the audit objections, if he 
is aware of them? 

Thi HoftWe Sri NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: There have been, sc 
far as storing is concerned, certain irregularities; so far as the distribu- 
tion of muster rolls and dry rations are concerned there have been irregu- 
larities and also in regard to accounts and balance of stocks and several 
other things. 

Sri BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: In view of the irregularities to which 
the Hon’ble Minister has iust now referred, does he not think it would be 
in the interest of the public as well as of the administration to set up an 
enquiry with which some non-official members may be associated? 

The Hon’ble Sri NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: Yes, I have already 
answered that question that after the departmental enquiry, if I am not 
satisfied, I shall certainly set up a public enquiry. 

Sri BIMAL QOMAR CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleasec 
to state whether the enquiry has already been set np or whether 

Tht Hon’Wt Sri NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: Yes, departmental 
enquiries are going on. 
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•S. Sri 8HYAMAPA0A BHATTACHARYYAl («) Will the Hon’bie 
Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether it 
is a fact that censorship was imposed on the daily newspaper Swadhinato 
restricting its publication? 

(b) If so, will the Hon’ble Miuister be pleased to state the reason 
thereof? 

(c) Is it a fact that the said restriction has since been withdrawn? 

(d) If so. when and tor what reasons? 

The Hon’ble Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: (a) and (c) Yes. 

(h) For publishing three editorial articles on 81st January, 1948, 2nd 
February, 1948, and 8rd February, 1948, which in the opinion of the Govern- 
ment tended to incite lawlessness and violence. 

(d) The Order was withdrawn on (>th February, 1948, because the 
Government was satisfied alter discussion with the management of 
Su'mlhnuitn that nothing would he published in the puper which might 
tend to incite lawlessness and violence. 

Sri 8HYAMAPADA BHATTACHARYYA: AVill the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether any written undertaking has been given by the 
Siradhvuita ? 

The Hon’ble Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: I have nothing more to 

add. 

Sri BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Premier be pleased 
to state what was the discussion between the management of the paper and 
himself? 

The Hon’ble Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: I have nothing more to 

add. 

Sri BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble the Premier be pleased 
to state if he is satisfied after what transpired between him and the manage- 
ment of the paper that it will no longer, in future, publish materials which 
would tend to incite lawlessness and violence? 

BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: If the Government were 
not satisfied they would not have withdrawn the Order and this is proved 
by the fact that the pafwr since then has been behaving very well. 

Bfl SHYAMAPADA BHATTACHARYYA: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether any verbal assurance has Wen given? 

Tho Hon’ble Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: I have nothing more to 
add. 

Bri BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble the Premier be pleased 
to state if be does not consider it desirable that the House should be taken 
into confidence in the matter of the discussion that took place and What 
transpired between himself and the management of SwadhitMta? 

Thi Hoffbta Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: I do not think so, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Questions over. Government Business. 
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AnwndmtnU to the Bengal Motor Vehioles Rules, 1940. 

The Hon’Me Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: Sir, I beg to lay the 

amendments to the Bengal Motor Vehicles Rules, 1940. 

COVElRNMENT BILL. 

The West Bengal Premises Rent Control (Temporary Provisions) Bill, 
1947, as reported by the 8elect Committee. 

The Hon’ble Sri MOHINI MOHAN BARMAN: Sir, I beg to move that 
the West Bengal Premises Rent Control (Temporary Provisions) Bill, 1947, 
as reported by the Select Committee, be taken into consideration. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

* Clause 1. 

•ri A. Ks CHOSE: Sir, I beg to move that in the first proviso to 
clause l(.'i), line (i, for the expression ‘‘proviso (*)” the expression “clause 
( 7 ') of the proviso” be substituted. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Sri A. K. CHOSE: Sir, with your permission I beg to move a short- 
notice amendment that for sub-clause ( 4 ) of clause i, the following Vie 
substituted, namely: — “It shall in the first instance remain dn force up to 
the dlst day of March, 1950, but it shall continue in force for such further 
period or periods not exceeding in the aggregate three years if the Provin- 
cial Legislature by a resolution or by successive resolutions approves of such 
continuance”. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 111 this connection I wish to draw the attention of the 
Government to the fact that my office received this short-notice amendment 
at such a short notice that it was not possible to circulate the amendment. 
It is desirable that such notices of amendments should be sent earlier so 
that my office may be aide to circulate such short-notice amendment* in time. 

The motion of Sri A. K. Ghose that for sub-clause (4) of clause 1, the 
following be substituted, namely: — “It shall in the first instance remain in 
force up to the dint day of March, 1950, but it shall continue in force for 
such further period or periods not exceeding in the aggregate three years 
if the Provincial Legislature by a resolution or by successive resolutions 
approves of such continuance”, was then put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 1, as amended, do stand part of the Bill, was 
then put and agreed to. 

(louse 2. 

Sri A. K. GH08E: Sir, 1 beg to move that *in clause 2(J), line 15, 
after the words “a tenant “ the words “or sub-tenant” be inserted. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Sri A. K. GHOSE: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 2, paragraph (3a) 
be omitted. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The question before the House is the motion of Sri 
A. K. Ghose that in clause 2, paragraph (Ja) 

lUnib MD. KHUDA BUKHSH: Sir, 1 want to su\ something on this 
amendment. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am putting the motion to vote now; so you are late. 

Jtlttb MD. KHUDA BUKHSH: I want to know why is it that Govern- 
ment wishes to move this amendment. He ha* formally moved it, but the 
House is entitles! to know the reason why he has moved it. 
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Mf» SPEAKER: If yon wished to sav anything, von should have 
immediately risen in your seat. I waited for some time before putting the 
motion to vote, and strictly speaking I cannot permit you to speak at this 
stage, when I am putting it to the House. Without creating a precedent 
however, if the honourable mover of the motion agrees to state the reasons, 
I will allow him to do so. 

Sri A. K. CH08E: Sir, paragraph (3a) is covered by the subsequent 
clauses, and that is the reason why it has been omitted here. 

At this stage the motion of Sri A. E. Ghose that in clause 2, para- 
graph {3a) be omitted, was then put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 2, as amended, do stand part of the Bill was 
then put and agreed to. 

(louse 3. 

The question that clause 3 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

('hi use 6 . 

The question that clause G do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 7. 

The question that clause 7 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

(la use <S\ 

The question that clause S do stand pait of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 0. 

Sri A. K. CHOSE: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 9(f), lines 4 to 
7, for the words beginning with “where any sum” and ending with the 
expression “before such date” the following he substituted, namely: — 
“Where any sum has been paid on or after tin* date of commencement of 
this Act or within a period of six months before such date in respect- of 
the occupation of any premises, 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 9, as amended, do stand part of the Bill waa 
then put and agreed to. 

Clause 10. 

Sri A. K. CHOSE: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 10, line 4, for the 
word “leased” the word “let” be substituted. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 10, as amended, do stand part of the Bill wa* 
then put and agreed to. 


Clause 12. 

Sri A. K. CHOSE: Sir, I beg to move that in paragraph (a) of clause 
12, line 1, for the word “the” the word “any” be substituted. 

I beg to move that in paragraph (a) of clause 12, line 1, after the word* 
“have been” the words “or are” be inserted. 
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I beg- to move that in the proviso (t) to clause 12, line 5, for the italicised 
word “and” the word * ‘and" be substituted. 

With your permission I beg to move the short-notice amendment that in 
lines 3 to 5 of clause 12 for the yords “at such amount as having regard to 
the provisions of this Act and the circumstances of the case” the words “of 
any premises at such amount as having regard to the provisions of this Act 
and the circumstances of the case including the municipal rates, taxes or 
cesses payable in respect of such premises” be substituted. 

The motions were then put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 12, as amended, do stand part of the Bill was 
then put and agreed to. 

Clause 13. 

SH A. K. CHOSE: Sir, I beg to move that in the proviso to clause 13, 
line 4, for the word “and” the word “or” be substituted. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 13, as amended, do stand part of the Bill was 
then put and agreed to. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Inasmuch as a large number of short-notice amend- 
ments have been given by the Chief Whip of the Government Party and 
it is necessary that those amendments should be circulated to the members 
before they ure considered, 1 do adjourn t In* House till tomorrow at 3-4’» p.m. 


Adjournment. 

The House was then adioifrued at 4-20 p.tn. till 3-4o p.m. on Thursday, 
the 4th March, 1948, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 



Proceedings of the West Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935, 
as adapted* 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House t Calcutta, on Thursday, the 
4th March, 1948 at 3-4”> p.m. 


Mr. Deputy Speaker (Sri Ashutosh Mai.lick) in the Chair, 6 Hon’ble 
Ministers and *V2 members. 

(Unstarred Question No. 1 was called.) 

The Hon 'bis Sri NIHARENOU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Sir, as the 
Hon’ble Premier is unavoidably held up elsewhere, the question may be 
held over. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: It there be no supplementary question, 
then there is no need of holding it up. 

Sri ANNADA PR08AD CHOUDHURY: Yes, Sir, there are supple. 

mentary questions to be put. 

The Hon’ble Sri NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Sir, as there 
are supplementary questions to be put and the Ilou’ble Premier is unavoid- 
ably held up elsewhere, the question may please be allowed to be held over. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The question is held over. 

GOVERNMENT BILLS. 

The West Bengal Premises Rent Control (Temporary Provisions) Bill, 
1947, as reported by the Select Committee. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: We have done up to clause 13. Clause H, 
amendment No. 17, Sri A. K. Ghose. 

Sri A. K. CHOSE: Sir, as the House is awure there are several vital 
short-notice amendments to this Bill. Government want some time to 
examine those amendments more carefully. In the circumstances Govern- 
ment do not propose to continue with this Bill today. 

Mr, DEPUTY 8PEAKER: I think it is the intention of the House 
not to take up this Bill today. Next item. 

The West Bengal Repealing and Amending Bill, 1948. 

The Hon’ble Sri NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Sir, I beg to 
introduce the West Bengal Repealing and Amending Bill, 1948. 

(Secretary then read the short title of the Bill.) 

The Hon’ble Sri NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Sir, 1 beg to 
move that the West Bengal Repealing and Amending Bill, 1948, be taken 
into consideration. 

Sir, this is a formal Bill and in the statement of objects and reasons, 
reasons are stated why this Bill is necessary. It is some sort of a clearance 
of law’s dead letters. Those which have become superfluous or redundant go 
out and in tie columns are" set forth very precisely how those Acts which are 
sought to be repealed or amended had to be repealed and as a consequence of 
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what other enactments or for what other reasons. I do not suppose, Sir, the 
House will require any speech on this subject: It is plain enough and I 
commend this for the acceptance of the House. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

Clause 1. 

The question that clause 1 do stand part of the Bill was then put and) 
agreed to. 

Clause ?. 

The question that clause 2 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 3. 

The question that clause 3 do stand part of the Bill was then put Und 
agreed to. 

Clause 4. 

The question that clause 4 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

First Schedule . 

The question that the First Schedule do stand part of the Bill was then 
put aud agreed to. 

Second Schedule. 

The question that the Second Schedule do stand part of the Bill was 
then put and agreed to. 

Preamble. 

The question that the Preamble do stand part of the Bill was then put 
and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Sri NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Sir, I beg to 
move that the West Bengal Repealing and Amending Bill, 1948, as settled 
in the Assembly, be passed. 

The motion was then put aud agreed to. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : Next item. 

The West Bengal Expiring Laws Bill, 1948. 

The Hon’ble Sri NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Sir, 1 beg to 
introduce the West Bengal Expiring Laws Bill, 1948. 

(Secretary then read the short title of the Bill.) 

The Hon’ble Sri NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: I beg to move 
that the West Bengal Expiring Laws Bill. 1948, he taken into consideration. 

As mentioned in the statement of objects and reasons, the ordinances 
shown in the schedule to the Hill, which were enacted and continued in 
operations by the Bengal Ordinances (Temporary Provisions) Act, 1947, for 
a period of six months and turther continued for a period of six months by 
notification uuder the said Act, will expire on the 16th March and, Sir, 
that will give rise to an anomaly. The entire laws relating to the provi- 
sions which ure given in the schedules, namely, the Bengal Molasses Con- 
trol Ordinance, 1946, the Calcutta Rent Ordinance, the Bengal Jute Mills 
Ordinance (Temporary Provisions), 1946 — all these will then be in 
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abeyance. Therefore, Sir, it has become necessary to continue the life of 
these Bills. Otherwise, the entire laws relating to rent control will suffer 
a breakdown. The House is aware, Sir, that we are considering the main 
Bill for rent control, and for technical reasons there is no possibility of that 
Bill being put through or becoming an Act within the date line of 16th 
March for this Bill will require the assent of the Governor-General and 
the margin of time left will not enable this Bill to be put through as an 
Act by that time. Therefore it has become necessary to continue the exist- 
ing law beyond the ltith of March, 1948. It is proposed, Sir, to give it a 
lease of life till the 16th March, 1949, with the proviso that when the Rent 
Control Bill is finally passed by this House and becomes law then this Bill 
— rather this Act — will come to an end, and a provision to that effect is 
being incorporated in the main Rent Control Bill. That is why this matter 
is of some urgency and this is in the interest of the public who will continue 
to get the protection of the Bent Control Ordinance. It is in that view, 
Sir, I move, this motion for the acceptance of the House and I hope that as 
a measure of urgency this will be accepted and continued until the House 
has given mature consideration for the Bill which is intended to he put 
rather permanently on the Statute Book. 

8haik MOHAMAD RAFIQUE: The Hon’ble Minister has not made it 
clear whether this Bill which practically extends the life of the three 
ordinances by two years will be inoperative as soon as the three measures 
are enacted. The Hon’ble Minister should have provided u clause here just 
to the effect that as soon as these ordinance* are transformed into Acts, this 
Bill will have no effect. Supposing in the Rent Control Bill the repealing 

provision is deleted. The effect will be that this Bill before the House and 

the Bills to take the place ot the ordinances will run parallel together. 

Sir, some sort ot provision should be made heie that as soon as these 

ordinances aie passed by the Assembly into Acts, this Bill will have no effect. 

The Hon'ble Sri NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR s My honourable 
friend will notice that a repealing clause is provided in the Rent Control 
Bill and there the name of this particular Act w-ill be inserted and by virtue 
of this House passing the Rent Control Bill into an Act this Act will 
become a dead letter by virtue of that repealing clause. As 1 bare pointed 
out, I invite my friend's attention to the repealing clause in the Rent Control 
Bill which is under the consideration of the House. Now' us soon as that 
Rent Control Bill has been passed with the repealing clause inserting the 
name of this Act, namely, the Calcutta Rent Ordinance, 1946. this Act 
will cease to be in operation along with the passing of that Bill into an Act 
and therefore no question of two Acts being in existence simultaneously will 
arise. If my friend will kindly look at the repealing clause of that Bill 
carefully, namely, clause 40, it will, I think make matters clear to him. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Sri Niliarendu Dutt-Mazumdar that the 
West Bengal Expiring Laws Bill, 194K, be taken into consideration was 
then put and agreed to. 


(In me 1. 

The question that clause 1 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

dame 2. 

The question that clause 2 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

da me 3. 

The question that clause 3 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 



190 


GOVERNMENT BILLS. 


[4th March, 


Schedule. 

Tlie question that the Schedule do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Preamble. 

The question that the Preamble do stand part of the Bill was then put 
and agreed to. 

Tht Hon’ble Sri NIHARENDU DUTT-M AZUMDAR : Sir, I beg to 
move that the West Bengal Expiring Laws Bill, 1948, as settled in the 
Assembly be passed. Sir, 1 hope I need hardly make a reply here. Because 
hardly any point has been raised and I do hope, Sir, that this legacy of 
stop-gap legislation with which we are saddled will be removed with the 
bringing into existence of the well-considered statutes for which the present 
Government has got a programme and which will be placed before the 
House, and the House will then have every opportunity to consider them 
fully and taking a long range view to put them on the Statute Book as a 
regular enacted law. 1 am very sorry, Sir, that I have to come before this 
House and ask this House to pass into laws and give a long lease of life 
to this unfortunate legacy of bad laws which we have inherited from the 
past. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Sri Niharendu Dutt-Mazuiudar that the West 
Bengal Expiring Laws Bill, 1948, as settled in the Assembly be passed 
was then put and agreed to. 


Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned at 4-12 p.m. till .‘1-45 p.m. on Iridav, 
the 5th March, 1948, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceeding* of the West Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of boa Act, 1935, 
as adapted. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Friday, the 
5th March, 1948, at 3-45 p.m. 


Present : 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon'ble Sri Iswar 1).\s Jalan) in the Chair, 7 Hon’ble 
Ministers and 52 Members. 

STARRED QUESTION No. 7. 

Sri A. K. CHOSE: Sir, the question may be held over on account of the 
fact that the Premier is unavoidably absent. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes 

UNSTARRED QUESTION No. 1. 

Sri ANNADA PROSAD CHOUDHURY: Sir, this question was held 
over yesterday. Shall 1 take it to be held over till Monday next bemuse 1 
shall not be here tomorrow Y 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Yes. 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 

The West Bengal Private Forests Bill, 1948. 

The Hon’ble Sri HEM CHANDRA NA8KAR: irrtn HWtn tow? "tft 

tfSfc cv the West Bengal Private Forests Bill, 1948, 
vn CTO i 

Mr. SPEAKER: The 11 on’ble Minister will please move the motion in 
the language in which the motion is printed. 

The Hon’ble Sri HEM CHANDRA N ASKAR: Sir, 1 beg to introduce 
the West Bengal Private Forests Bill, 1948. 

(Secretary then read the short title of the Bill.) 

donah MD. KHUDA BUKH8H: Sir, this Bill was circulated to the 
members of the House du> betore yesterday and we were expected 
to send in our amendment* by twelve noon today. It was not possible for 
many members to send in amendments in time. I must confess that I was 
not able to hand over im amendment before 3 o'clock in the afternoon. 
Will you please permit me to move those amendments on the floor of the 
House Y That is with regard to myself. 

Sir, it has become a chronic habit with the Government to circulate 
the Bills just before one or two days of their being taken up in tlje House. 
There is a statutory time for members to study the Bills, clause by clause, 
and suggest amendments. That right and privilege of the members are 
being consistently ignored by the Government, and I seek your protection on 
the subject. 

Sri A. K. CHOSE: Sir, this Bill was circulated on 3rd March and mem- 
bers were asked to submit jthe amendments by 12 noon today. The reasons 
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which prompted thh Government to bring this Bill before the House m this 
session are obvious. It is true that we are not able to give as much time 
for the purpose of giving notices of amendments as is required under the 
rules but the fact remains that in spite of our best efforts we could not 
proceed with this Bill methodically as we desired, the reason being that 
there are so many Bills to be brought before the House for the purpose of 
enactment that it was impossible’ to give sufficient time for notice. 

ilanab MD. KHUDA BUKH8H: Sir, in the Statement of Objects 
and Reasons the Minister has stated that the Governor’s Proclamation 
under section GM of the Government of India Act. 1935, having been 
revoked on the 24th April, 1946. the Bengal Private Forests Act, 1945, will 
cease to huve effect on the expiry of two years from the date of revocation 
unless Booner repealed or re-enacted by an Act ot the Legislature. But I 
do not think that heavens would fall if members were allowed two or three 
(lays more or even the statutory period of seven days before the consideration 
of the Bill. 

Mr. 8PEAKER; If the Bill is not taken up today, from the 8th 
March onwards the whole ot the next three weeks will he taken up by cut 
motions and if we have to give time, this Bill will have to he taken up 
after the cut motions are disposed of. I have already stated and I repeal 
again that more time should be given to tjie members and that rules should 
he observed as far as possible. Suspension of rules should not be the rule 
but an exception, and I hope Government will see to that. 

So fur as the present Bill is concerned, 1 shall permit Janab Khuda 
Bukhsh to move short-notice amendments it he so desires and we shall 
now proceed with the Bill. 

The Hon’ble 8ri HEM CHANDRA NA8KAR: Sir, 1 beg to move that 
the West Bengal Private Forests Bill, 1948, he taken into consideration. 

Janab MD. KHUDA BUKH8H: Sir, this Bill was a Governor’s 
Act and has been in operation in our province for a long time. 
Sir, I have gone through the Bill and given it the consideration that I 
could, but 1 find that in the clause where the Government proposes to levy a 
ceis in proportion to the acreage, I have not been able to understand how the 
Government proposes to levy the cess on ull plots. The plots will be of 
variable sizes. There will lie plots of five hundred acres eueh as also of 
one hundred uores. Government only proposes to have a cess levied to 
cover the expenses of the various officers and their staff. But the salaries 
of officers and their staff being almost a constant figure, I should like to 
have that figure hear a proportion to the amount of the cess to be levied. 
1 should also like to have ail explanation as to how the Government pro- 
poses to bring about a parity in the levy of cesses for two contiguous plots 
of varying sizes. 

Tilt Hon’ble Sri HEM CHANDRA NA8KAR: c* ym* 

wtr* o rtoirt mfc to ’rftSfa i 

The motion of the Hon’ble Sri Hem Chandra Xaskar that the West 
Bengal Private Forests Bill, 1948, be taken into consideration, was then 
put and agreed to 

Clause 1. 

The question that clause 1 d* stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 2. 

The question that clause 2 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 
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Clause 3. 

The question that clause 3 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 4. 

The question that clause 4 do stand part of the Bill was theu put and 
agreed to. 

Clause a. 

The question that clause do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 


Clause 0. 

The question that clause 6 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

C lause 7. 

The question that clause 7 do stand part of the Bill was theu put uni 
agreed to. 

C lause S. 


Janata MD. KHUDA BUKH8H: Sir. I beg to move that in clause 
8(J)(a), line 2, alter the words "rate of the interest" the words "it any * 
be inserted. 

Sir, here this clause contemplates giving loans to persons adversely 
affected by the operation ot sec tion 4 or sub-section (2) ot section (i or sec- 
tion 7 or sub-section ot section 10 or sub-section (2) ot section 2b. Here 
the Government teel that a person may In* adversely affected inasmuch as 
his income ma\ sutler owing to any temporary reduction of income. But 
here, Sir, when they teel that to suc h persons loans should be advanced by 
Government to meet their obligations in regard to compensation and other 
things, they also provide tor the amount of the loan that should he granted 
ami the rate ot interest that should he charged, i suggest that when the 
Government admit that the man is suffering owing to no fault of his — 
owning to the ac tion ot the Government — tor the better afforestation of the 
country, which is to the country’s good hut which is had to a particular 
person inasmuch as he ma\ have to suffer financially tor the loss of incomes 
the loan should he interest-free. Indeed, Sir, if you would notice two or 
three lines below — in sub-section <-/) — sou would find Government say ' 
“Subject to rules made under this Act all loans granted under sub-section 
U), all interests, if any." Heie Government teel that there may be persons 
in Whose cases circumstances would justify the Government not to charge 
anv interest at all. That is why they have provided "all interests, if any’’, 
hut in the absence of the words "it any" in the main clause, this will 
become inoperative. So, I suggest that when Government themselves 
provide tor "all interests, it any”, meaning that there may be such cases 
of loans where interest will not be charged or where it will not he justi- 
fiable to charge any interest, they should have protection in the main 
clause where the words “if any” should be inserted which will not take 
away the meaning of the clause or there will not be any other implication. 
It will be a simple thing and it will be intelligible to all the people who 
are called upon to administer this Act — the amount of the loan that should 
be granted and the rate of interest, if any. 

Sir, I suggest that this amendment be accepted by the Government. 

The Hon’bto Sri HEM CHANDRA NA8KAR: c? rpitf wftm <7ifc 

accept W9) *3 — wrfa o>r£i tT* 4 * wro *ttfi i 

The motion of Janab Md. Khuda Bukhsb that in clause 8 (3)(a), 
line 2, after the words "rate of the interest” the words “if any” be inserted, 
was then put and lost. 
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The question that clause 8 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 9. 

The question that clause 9 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 10. 

The question that clause 10 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 11. 

Janab MD. KHUDA BUKH8H: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move 
that in clause 11(d), in lines 5 to 7, tor the words “be divided in 
equal shares between the Provincial Government and the owner of the land*’ 
the words “after recovery of the management charges, be made over to the 
owner of the land” be substituted. 

Sir, here it contemplates that when the Government have afforested 
private lands and when all the expenses incurred in such afforestation of 
private lands have been recovered by Government, Government propose to 
cultivate or keep in possession all the afforested lands as bhag chashis on 
half and half basis. I suggest that Government have' achieved their object 
in afforestation and when such object has been achieved, in the absence of 
any principle of nationalisation or in the absence of any principle of State 
acquirement of land, when private ownership is admitted by Government, 
the ownership of the forest should vest in the owner. Sir, I think that if 
the Government by the operation of this sub-clause of clause 11 were to 
keep possession of the afforested land, it will be tantamount to forfeiture 
of the private person’s land. Afforestation is in the larger interest of the 
country and we welcome afforestation by Government and Government will 
be entitled to take hold of or take possession of any land that will be 
found suitable by the Government for afforestation, being contiguous to 
other forests, but, after afforestation has been achieved and all the expenses 
incurred thereon have been recovered, the land should be restored to its 
owner. 

Sir, with these words I commend my motion to the acceptance of the 
House, 

The Mon’ble Sri HEM CHANDRA NA8KAR: I oppose the amend- 
ment. 

The motion of Janab Md. Khudn Bukhsh that in clause 11(d), 
in lines 5 to 7, for the words “be divided in equal shares between the Pro- 
vincial Government and the owner of the land” the words “after recovery 
of the management charges, be made over to the owner of the land” Iw 
substituted, was then put and lost. 

The question that clause 11 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 12. 

Janab MD. KHUDA BUKHSH S Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that 
in clause line 5, the words “and shall not be questioned in any 

Court” be omitted. 

** 

Here the Bill says, “An appeal shall lie from every order passed under 
sub-section (I) to the Commissioner of the Division if it is presented within 
thirty days from the date of such order and the decision of the Commis- 
sioner on such appeal shall be final and shall not be questioned in any 
Court”. 
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Here this clause takes away even the right of the Hon'ble the High 
Court of West Bengal to question any derision of the Commissioner of 
a Division. The Commissioner of a Division is not a judicial officer. Be 
is only promoted from the I.C.8., the suhjunta steel frame of the ad- 
ministration usually, Sir, and where a finding involves u question of fact 
or a question of law, I suggest that the 11 on 1 hie the High Court should 

be given jurisdiction to question the finding of the Commissioner of the 

Division who after all is not an infallible person and whose knowledge of 
law cannot be compared to a judicial officer’s knowledge of law. There- 
fore, T suggest the words “shall not Ik* questioned in any Court 1 ’ be 
omitted. 

Th« Hon’ble Sr i HEM CHANDRA NA8KAR: T oppose the amend- 
ment. 

The motion of Jamil) Md. Kliuda Bukhsli that in clause li?(~), line 5, 

the words “and shall not be questioned in any Court” be omitted, was then 

put and lost. 

The question that clause V2 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

('lame ID. 

The question that clause 1«» do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 14. 

The question that clause 14 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause ID. 

The question that clause lo do stand part ot the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause l(i. 

Janab MD. KHUDA BUKH8H: Sir, 1 beg to move that the 
following proviso he added to clause Hi, nanioK : “Provided that the 
Regional Forest Officer shall not charge more than Vlh per rout, of gross 
revenue as the cost of management”. 

Sir, here the Government have left it delightfully vague ns to the 
amount that will be permissible for them to charge as the cost of manage- 
ment. We know, Sir, that Government officers are very highly paid and 
their establishment charges are higher than a private zemiudari office, and 
therefore in order that the man whose land has been taken or whose laud 
has been notified as a controlled forest is not made to suffer on account of 
the administrative cost of Government I twg to provide that per cent., 
which is allowed by Government to the zemindars when they submit their 
returns in respect of agricultural income-tax, should be the highest that 
can be paid as cost of their management and cost of collection. Sir t \ 
say that Government should not 1* entitled to any more than what they 
would be prepared to give to a private zemindar. If that is not expressly 
provided here, I am afraid Government will be charging much more, 
because they will show to the owner of the private forest that here are the 
Government officers — a highly paid staff— and lot of other overhead charges 
and the cost of management is so much, and under the Act that poor person 
will have to pay so much. Therefore, I suggest that there should he a 
maximum limit set, so that the Forest Officer may not charge any more 
ii ^ .P®* cen L which Government themselves agree should be the cost 
of collection and cost of management. 

TIM Hon'ble AH HIM Gif AN DR A N ASKAR: ntft * amendment *?<r 

la 
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Janata ABUL HA8HEM: On a point of privilege, Sir, During the 
discussion of the Bengal Security Bill, on a point of privilege, I submitted 
to you that mem hers are entitled to hear from the Hon’ble Minister who 
pilots a Bill the reasons and explanations as to why he cannot except a 
particular amendment, but I 4iave been noticing here that the Hon’ble 
Minister on two or three occasions when Janab Khuda Bukhsh moved his 
amendments simply rose on his seat and said : “I accept it or reject it”, 
without any reason or explanation. So, I seek your protection, because I 
consider Ihis a very valuable and precious privilege of the members to 
know reasons and explanations as to how an amendment cannot be accepted. 
1 would, therefore, request you to request the Hoifble Minister to have 
the courtesy to give some reply to us as to why he cannot accept an 
amendment. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: It is in the discretion of the Iloii’ble Minister to state 
reasons or not J have no power to compel him to do so. So far as the 
Hon’ble Minister is concerned, lie will exercise his discretion as to whether 
he should give any reasons. 

ilanab ABUL HASHEM: That is the legal aspect of things, but i 
requested him to have tin* courtesy to gi\e us a repl\ . It he denies that, 
we have to withdraw our objection because vve arc helpless and he has got 
the votes by which he can get through am thing. But, Sir, this is highly 
unfair. 


Mr. SPEAKER S Your MMiuest has been expressed on the floor of the 
House and 1 think the Hmi’ble Minister will take due note of it. 

The Hon’ble Sri HEM CHANDRA NASKAR: eff amendment fcfr 
amendments ^p' w l **05 *TI l c*r*tcff eff ft* 5ff— xr 

iff I 


The motion of Janab Md. Khuda Bukhsh that the following proviso be 
added to clause lb, namely: “Pmvided that the Regional Forest. Officer 
shall not charge more than UJA per cent, of gross revenue as the cost of 
management”, was then put, and a division taken with the following, 
result: — 


Baaiapaihaya, * ri Pramctita Nath 
Baaarjta, Irl Sibaatb. 

•aaarjaa, Irt Suill Kaaiar. 

Barman, Tba Haa’bit Irl Mahtni Mahaa. 
Bata, Irl Hamaata Kumar. 

•haaiarl, Irl Ohara Ohaaira. 
•hattaaharyya, Irl Ibyamapaia. 

Bata, Irl latiah Ohaaira. 

Qhakravarty, Iri latltk OhaMra. 
Ohaaikary, Irl Aaaaia Praia*. 

Dai, Irtjakta Blaa. 

Dai, Irl Ralha Natk. 

Dai Bapta, Irl KhtfaMra Nath. 

Daaa, Irl Kaaalial. 

Da, Iri Kaaat Lai. 

Dalai, Iri Manaira Nath. 

Daatatl, Irl Btpia Baharl. 
that#, Irl A. K. 


AMar Nahaiaa, laaak A. f. M. 

Alai Hatbam, Jaaab. 

Haaaa An Batata, Jaaab. 

Kkiit lakbah, Jaaah Mi. 

Mabammai layaatf Mia, Auk. 

Mtbamai NaA|aa, lhall, I. N. 

The Ayes being 12 and the 


NOES — 31. 

Qomti, Mr. D. 

Bapta, Iri 4 . 0. 

Haidar, Sri Kabar Obaai. 

Mahaaty, Sri Ohara Obtain. 

Majhi, Sri Nlabapati. 

Mai, Sri lawar Obtain. 

Mallick, Sr) Aibataah. 

Maaial, Sri Aaaaiapraaai. 

Maniai, Sri Naakababari. 

Maakar|aa, Tha Haa'bia Iri Kalipaia. 
Natkar, Tbt Haa’bia Sri Haai Ohaaira. 
Panja, Tha Haa’bH Iri iaiabaaira Kata. 
Pram an Hi, Sri Rajaai Kaata. 

Nay, Sri Kamal Krlabaa. 

Nickatti, Mra. E. M. 

Nay, Tha Haa’bia Dr. Blihaa ohaaira. 
Nay, Sri Jajetawar. 


AYE I — it. 

Mabamani Sharif Khaa, Jaaab. 

Mailt Mabaaiaiai Abial Halim, Auk 
Maiaaalr Hataafa, Auk. 

Mabaaiaiai liria, Jaaab. , 

Mabammai lAhklfaa, Dr, tyai. 
lanjaiila Abauuai, Aub. 

Noes 05, the motion was lost. 
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Tie question that clause Hi do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agree# to. w 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for In minutes.) 

(After adjournment. ) 

Clause J7 

The question that clause 17 do stand part oi the Bill was then put und 
agreed to. 

( louse /.S'. 

The question that clause 18 do stand pait o! the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

( louse UK 

The question that clause 1!) do stand part ot the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 'Hi. 

The question that clause ’JO do stand jiait id (he Bill was then put und 
agreed to. , 

('louse 21. 

The question that clause 21 do stand pal t ol the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

(louse 22. 

The question that clause 22 do stand part ot the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

( louse 2o. 

. The question that clause 2‘i do stand part ot the Bill was then put nud 
agreed to 

Clouse 21 

The question that clause 2 1 do stand part ot the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

( louse 2o. 

The question that clause 2ft do stand part ot the Bill was then pul and 
agreed to. 

('louse 2d, 

The question that clause 20 do stand part ot the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clouse 27. 

The question that clause 27 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

('Inane 28, 

The question that clause 28 do stand part of the Bill w r as then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 20. 

The question that clause 29 do stand part of the Bill w as then put and 
agreed to. 
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Clause 30. 

The question that clause 30 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 31. 

The question that clause 31 So stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 32. 

The question that clause 32 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 33. 

The question that clause 33 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

('lanse 34. 

The question that clause 34 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 33. 

The question that clause 35 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 30. 

The question that clause 30 do stand part of the Bill was then put and^ 
agreed to. 

Clause 37. 

The question that clause 37 do stand part oi the Bill was then put unty, 
agreed to. 

Clause 3S. 

The question that clause 33 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 30. 

The question that clause 31) do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 40. 

The question that clause 40 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 41. 

The question that clause 41 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 42. 

The question that clause 42 do stand part of the Bill was then put and # 
agreed to. 

Clause 43. 

The question that clause 4$ do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 44. 

The question that clause 44 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 
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Clause 4ti. 

TW question that clause 45 «lo stand part of the Rill w;w 
agreed to. 

Clause ■}(>. 

The question that clause 4(i do stand part of the Rill was 
agreed to. 

(la use 47. 

The question that clause 17 do stand part of the Rill was 
agreed to. 

('la use IS. 

The question that clause 48 do stand pail of the Rill was 
agreed to. 

Clause 40. 

The question that clause 111 do stand pint id the Rill was 
agreed to. 

Clause no. 

The question that clause fit) do stand part ol the Rill was 
agreed to. 

( la use n I . 

The question that clause ol do stand putt ot the Hilt was 
agreed to. 

Clause *7‘.\ 

The question that clause 5? do stand part ol the Rill was 
agreed to 

danse o.7. 

The question that clause oil do -dand part ot the Rill was 
agreed to. 

Clause •'?/. 

The question that clause 54 do stand part ol the Hill was 
agreed to. 

Clause oo 

The question that clause 55 do stand pa it of the Hilt was 
agreed to. 

Clause 

The question that clause 5f» do stand part of the Hill was 

agreed to. 

clause nr. 

The question that cluuse 57 do stand part of the Hill was 
agreed to. 

Clause nS. 

The question that clause 58 do stand part of the Rill was 
agreed to. 

Clause SO. 

The question that clause 59 do stand part of the Bill was 
agreed to. 


Wms, 


then put and 


then put and 


then put and 


then put and 
then put and 


then put and 


then put and 


then put and 


then put and 


then put and 


then put aud 


then put and 


then put and 


then put and 


then put end 
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Clause 60, 

^ BUK , H8H! Sir, I beg to move that in 

BulwUtuted * IDe 01 tle ' VO,<8 two t,Je words “one year’* be 

Kir, this sub-clause deals fitli any surplus thut may be left over after 
meeting all the charges, namely, the money payable to the Regional Forest 
Officer or the money payable m respec t oi the forest produce or the money 
to be paid to forest Officers in respect of other charges. If there is a sur- 
plus the surplus has to be claimed by the owner of the forest within two 
months from the date of the sale and by the failure to do so the money 

shall Ibe forfeited to the drown Sir, here it lays down that any money 

nm , ai ( | HUr| ; IUS M,ml baye to he taken away from the Regional Forest 

hat it will". 1 W t,' 1" ir Wll '' n ‘ su, l ,lus be- so small 

that it will not be worthwhile tor the owner to go to the district head- 

quarters or the forest headquarters to get the money, he may 
think that it would be more convenient and profitable to leave 

t to the forest Officer until such time as the money accumu- 

lated is such that a search in connection with the withdrawal of the 
money is justified. Hut as the Hill provides, it it is not claimed within 
two months the money will be forfeited to the drown, that is, the money 

wdl go to the I rovincial Government. Sir, in no other eases the money 

lying with the tloverninent is time-barred within two months Then why 

; l, .“ 4 , “ w “ p y lyH '« wiU * ‘be (lovernment shall be deemed to be 

forfeited if such claims are not realised within two months? 

Sir, I feel that we shall be doing an injustice if we do not give oppor- 
tunities to poor owners of forests to claim the surplus until it has accu mi- 
nted to such an amount that they may feel that they can go to the district 
headquarters or the forest headquarters to claim it. Kir, the withdrawal 
of money from tlovernmenl coffers involves a lot of expenses and delay 
and therefore the owner of the money may not feel justified or mat not 
feel it desirable that he should go through all the technicalities' and 
formalities thut are attended with the withdrawal ot the money when the 
amount is very small and he may let it grow- until such time when it ' 
becomes large enough lor him. Therefore I hope the (lovernment will 
accept my amendment and extend the period to one year after which the 
Government, might Ibe justified in forfeiting the money to the Crown. ' 

Th* Hontile Sri HEM CHANDRA NASKAR: stsusrf? 

tRi cifcl mftsm i W honourable member itfa 5R ot 4? >pnt cram cm «ttft 
w® itf«r i 

The motion of .lauab Md. Khuda Bukhsh t‘Z in clause GQ(4), 
line 1, lor the words two months the words ■•one year” be substituted 
was then put anti agreed to. ’ 

The question that clause GO as amended do stand part of the Bill was 
then put and agreed to. 

Clause 61. 

agJJd e to Ue8ti °“ tb8t elaU9<> 61 d ° Stand paH of the BiM was ‘ben put and 

Clause 62. 

agreed* to' 1 '' 8 ** 00 ^ 62 d ° stand part of ‘b* Bill was then put and 

Clause 63. 

agrid*to Ue8ti0 “ th *‘ Cl “ U8e 63 d ° 8taDd parl ° f the Bin w “ then P»‘ 



GOVERNMENT BILL. 


207 


im] 


Clause 64. 

Sri A. K. CHOSE: Sir, with your permission I beg to move a short 
notice amendment that in clause t>4 the words “in its application to West 
Bengal 1 ’ be omitted. 

Janab MD. KHUDA BUKHSH: Sir, he has not explained 
why he is moving this short notice amendment. We expect that he should 
explain why he is doing* so. 

8ri A. K. CHOSE: “In its application to West Bengal” is superfluous. 
So I thought that it needs no explanation, specially to my friend 
Mr. Khuda Buklish. 

The motion of Sri A. K. Ghose that in clause (it the words “in its 
application to West Bengal’’ be omitted was then put and agreed to. 

The question that clause G4. as amended, do stand part of the Bill 
was then put and agreed to. 

Preamble. 

Janab MD. KHUDA BUKHSH: Sir, 1 beg to move that, in 
the Preamble, for the word “frown”, uheroier it oecuis, the words “Pro* 
vinciul ( io\ eminent be substituted. 

1 move thi> amendment with full knowledge that the ItKlfi Act prescribes 
that all this should he done in the name of the frown, hut, Si i . we are 
under an impression that we have achieved independence. 1 was think* 
ing wheihet oi not we would take up the relevant sections of the DMA Act 
and move the relevant authorities to have them so changed to suit the 
altered conditions of independence, lfeie the propel t,\ shall certainly not 
vest in the frown, which no more exists in respect ot the liee province? 
of West Bengal hut this mmmnelature and technicality exists. Here when 
they s;u frown they certainly mean the Provincial Government in which 
the proper! \ shall vest So this amendment is moic to seek an elucidation 
as to what the legal position is whether we could or could not alter the 
relevant seel ions ot the Act to suit the allcied conditions ot independence 
and whether tins word “frown” could be dispensed with and the words 
“Provincial Government'* he inserted in its place. 

The Hon’ble Sri HEM CHANDRA NA8KAR: Indian Dominion 
W swap VW frownc4 *tw frtfs *tffa sft i 

Janab ABUL HA8HEM: Mr. Shaker, Sir, Janab Khuda Bukhsh has 
moved an amendment to the Picamlde to the efteit that wherever the word 
“Crown” occurs should be substituted by the words “Provincial Govern- 
ment”. J think he is .suffering under a general misunderstanding that 
has been so stores- fully created b\ m\ friends sitting on my opposite, 
namely, that we have achieved complete independence. During the 
general discussion of the budget criticising tloj Jlon’hle Sri Nulini Itunjan 
Sarker’s assertion in his statement that we have achieved complete inde- 
pendence, T remarked that so far as we are concerned wr could not agree 
with his view that Dominion .Status and complete independence were on<j 
and the same thing. But being conscious of the fact that we have not yet 
achieved complete independence my friends sitting on our opposite have 
been persistently trying to deceive us and perhaps deceive themselves 
also. But in this Bill which must come within the four corners of the 
existing law they are forced bv circumstances to insert that precious word 
“frown” instead of “Provincial Government”, otherwise they will land 
themselves into great difficulties. I think that we should have honesty 
and courage to see things in their realities and should not in any ease 
deceive ourselves and others. So I think that the word “Crown” wdiich ha s 
been mentioned there is the proj>er word and in the present ci re u instances 
it cmn,ot be substituted by anything like Provincial Government. 
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So, I am sorry. I cannot agree with Mr. Khuda Bukhsh, and here I 
am in full agreement with the Government that the word “Grown” should 
he there so that it may correspond with realities and may not deceive 
anybody. 

Sri A. K. CH08E: May l 5 raw the attention of Junah Khuda Bukhsh 
to section W)[2) of the Adaptation Order of the Government of India Act, 

\my 

Jttlftb MD. KHUDA BUKH8H: That is what 1 wanted to make out. 

Sri A. K. CH08E: It is clear that we have accepted the Government 
of India Art as adapted by the Provincial Constitution Order, 11)47. We 
have no right to go beyond that so long as v\e are sitting in this House. 

The motion of Janah Md. Khuda Bukhsh that tor the word “Crown” 
wherever it occurs the words “Provincial Government” he substituted was 
then put and lost. 

The question that the Preamble do stand part of the Bill was then put 
and agreed to. 

Thi Hon’ble 8ri HEM CHANDRA NA8KAR: Sir, 1 beg to move that 
the West Bengal Private Forests Bill, 1018, as settled in the Assembly, he 
passed , 

Janab MD. KHUDA BUKH8H: Sir, at the outset I drew 

your attention to clause 17 which provides that cesses shall he levied on 
priuite forests to cover the expenses of the forest stall, etc., and, Sir, at 
the outset 1 gave the Hon' hie Minister an opportunity to look up the sec- 
tion and prepare his reply. I wanted that he should reply as to how he 
proposes to levy those cesses anil without any disparity between areas and 
ureas. I mentioned it at the outset in order that the Hon’ble Minister, 
who does not seem to have studied the Bill with as much scrutiny and care 
as he should have, may he prepared to oiler his remarks and make his 
replies, but, Sir, I find that lie is fmmall.y moving the Bill lor the 
acceptance of the House without elucidating the points I needed elucida- 
tion on. Sir, this is very important. This cess should have parity and 

cess on one particular plot should not be heavier than on another parti- 
cular plot. I can understand the point of the Government when they want 
to levy cess to cover their expenses but such c css should not vary with 
different, plots. I wanted to know from the Hon'lde Minister as to how he 
proposes to levy this ecus so that parity could be maintained. I hope, 
Sir, that you will request the Uon’ble Minister to clarify as to how he 
^proposes to do it. 

The Hon’ble Sri HEM CHANDRA NA8KAR: a* mm. wm a* 

w to *08*. v** wu *rc«rr re-nwrifi nfoqn 

voeaubo i « chThhIv tro nfawn 

WfWto.o&O; o^.obo; 00*,*k0; m ^,8fro <3*3 1 <3* FTfaffr R-TOTfl 

« asrm ** *Tfftrr *fm sfairnR; w nm re* 

hftr ^ *Um cFfcr *m\ at?r ^Tt I npwrar mm w mm 
tntf, mm m to ms* rm 

nm afro to a*i mm *nfMufr*Tt*r m* i 

Y^drnb MD. KHUDA BUKHSH: ra"t t* mm •t^os anrt 

Tiki Hon’bN Sri HEM CHANDRA NASKAR : TO m Sv c wmfm 
mnt to; to jrtmi Swfavr TOiron mm to & sen **?[ 

* coro rvt e mm r pfrorcc t zm err nerctf «*- 

U**CU 4 tt S'TO’ft « SOTRl ffa HTOtHt ^*T W WfTO 
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mrijm imp Hw •afro, ®ro tott? - ! hr? tor c?t?t? itwni at TOtito *TOt 
sT^Thri* Sto’tt ait toti«m Rt^rtw, cimsnft ici? ativt a $*?? ait if®® ft%Q 
I? nr?T ?rf*R <3 billet? ait «W? fTORT Bengal Private Forests Act 
a*ft® ttufw l Government of India Acta* *0 TO? CTOTT* (Proclamation) 
totir mm t w? at *rt? a*n? TOnfTOu iTO? art? «R?rnrt **8& <q^ ct| 

5iscn aTst® fcr CWTTfl? g®TTTO WIT? **80 Vfrrc «f? Bengal Private Forests Act <| 

wfw ttc® ?? to? mf*® ia?t «nf*c?i if? Hr ®t*tc?^ ?r i? wr uro 
nfiic? «rc^t aiffr «rrt? awl® ?r ??, ®c? arcrcl *ec*r afw ?tc® at TOtffr nfg* itr 

ITtCIl Cl TOT TO Governor’s Acttl JKf® itlTfl? Wt TOT VTI? 4*R® 
HftT? *TO .at Governor’s Act 4! TO? fllHWfl® at en t ?fi > at 1ST 
m *f?m srai ®f?c®f? i ®n?n aen? i*to?‘? wrf®i to urte?? am fur?* 
*tfa? ITT «rrfi an l*f?T *f?c®ff — 

(*) Cl RT?« notified area C® 3CW CI-TOTlI TO TOWR. ®(?TI 
I? ifTOW'l* 5RT aiffr J^flW^ working plan (TOT? f ' TOWtB 

sm i? ir?, ici? nun « TO rn ir? TOtoit) brtrw to® mr to 

itcii 

(?) i?$t TO?? ?(*), o an 8 im? cm iTfmn mi ficm tof $® c?®c? ?* « 

«Tf®$ W5HT f?C?W ®f??T working plan SWJ® ait ®??^? T C? HIT* 
TO ?*$? IT Itc® TOT3H Regional Forest Officer $ THm TOtm 

«tot ufsrm tot to? tot to it?m i ?rfiR a 
Regional Forest Offieera? ICIT nflTOIT flic? ? ®|ftRT tfft®. 
Appellate Committee! f?®t> TOl® TO bflCIl ?T?T?*T®: a g flffr? 
TOTlf® KTfm? fPTK Collector ; TOT ?T®T ano ?^®r? TO tfitTO — 
4$&? I? flSTCI! ♦•lib til flfl SP®®5 Deputy Conservator of Forestsa? 
TOfwro ait aTOfr itci? mr? ?cmT® ci-toTOI ici? irfipri 

(0) Cl TO® n amt nfiFifa® it?r m to?, rnrcii nTwro? m ' 

ITfTOC?? J^lt utmi ®TITC?! crowni Regional Forest Offioerat 
eW^CIlfH® working plan ^irci TTlf ♦flC® ITIT tfifTOT itC? at 
ll\fm Controlled forests TO ItCII 

(8) SPgTtl® 6 I mi? working plana! fUR ffm® TOC ? ! 

TOT notified areac® cm® Cl -II fill IR! It TOT, i rfl Ttf! 

Si* *n irfiir c?«it TOt? m — ron ati^r ficiro ftmc, m? it?- 
eTOTT? 8T! ITO! atlT f?f« ITIU SIT a**? Regional Forest* 
Officer a! ®¥THTR ITflCI? I at WT HR vested forests Htf 
irtcit ci cm ?? irfroi? trod nn? nt cit m ci*toi?t 

HR vested forests ifm CWTT TO iflCIl 5W fT?T RT?$ 
m®J^f®? TO? ifW ITfTOT |Wt ^T H l^tC?? Pm * 1 lfl?T flRfi^ stR 
If? ITfl? 5 SiflC® m ?f!C® IT Regional Forest Officer a? tm*t 
SR^TK! SlTC® TO TOtC® IT H I^PT ?f?C® ?f e^ ^ ^ 

a*® if I® mrc® tot? 5? afro vested forest a ?f ?ne a nr® 

uTich i 

(«) ?T? ICHTC5? TO ait flfw ITfro f?W Hllf^l ItTORRT rested forest 
TOW a*t workffig plana? TOff TO IT?, I*?T m|R| yrt 
TO? time ittot to TOri 
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(&) SPWTfsra ttr tnttn StWo Xa'HPG* vWted forest^ «R^t vi-' llOJ 0« 

«n «ki nffswftmw BWt«R Jwitw wwnt wus *ttroct 

" . V ' ■» »> 1. , - ^ 

(4) Working plan TOPjf* *f**i* TO HT * f*4frri< *TT TO* **?t Controller; 
TO vested forests* *TttCTO* 4*^T Trofas to« 

2TOf*5 b TO-f*f<* fW* WpF a«f ftTO *TTO TO «¥TO 

(b) Regional Forest Offioer «R &rm **<5l5lc*i *ffi TOC 2W* *o *<©W 
TO XWT* TO *fft** 4*t.TO g" g T t*© TOT «R?fl*1 4*ffc cea 
TO* *f**T to TO* *T**T to**l TOt* W TO* oed 

fro toc* gfc 4 *c* 4* tos wf TOt g*rt oessa* *t* to* TO* 

**TH* TO TO l C*KZI cess *^* TO* <MI« TO toCTCIl 

(fc) Indian Forest Act, 19274* o(t, ©fc, ©<1 4 ©b*t. TOT, *!*TC© C*-g**T*1 *0 
© *f* T'wWW TO - ^TOTOt toj, TOT 4b *0**r *ll©«\ TO1 

TO*T TO 5t*R* 4*t OW TOT* «R^T 4*ffr (<tfc*t) TOT *?TTO «W$T1 
*RC*lf*© «b*TC*, TOCS *TfTO** ^'C*T'C* WTO ** 4 *fa veatp 

forentsrc* «tf*5T4C* W *to *TC** \ 

4b to *4T TOtW to* C* C*-***T*"t ** fr**4*t4W Bengal PrWat4 

'orestft Act, 1945, 4 **f*5 *0^ *TRT *T^T TO C*fK*H* f**T/4* 

r^ T fTO* *TO TO toTO i In<lian Forest Act 4? oW TOT Bengal Pri*ab 
Forest Act 4* 5s TOT* *Tfo4 to *t*TCH TOW TOT* Indian Forest Act 

4* ©W br*T **;*ra Land Acquisition Acta ** ^*1*4 TO *t* 

TO toTOl Indian Forest Act a Bengal Private Forest Act4*t **C4 TOT* TO 
CTO «CTtC* F5TT to*, C* WCC** CTOTO^ to® *Tt?, Legislative Department to *4j 
TOW TOT* Bengal Private Forest Act *TO TO 5* *Tt\ 

ETOfW * * TO TOT* CTOb to* *T*S TO5C** *TO5 WTO *0 Wtt *3 TOT «CT#f^ 
TOT **'*Tt* **$fa* *f**T«T WTO *G TO 1 b*T* *C*T , tfCCTPsj* CTO*TO^iC^ 

«it**m« ** tot *f * b t* * tonfOT *^ *t**r ft* « ** to aebro ^i 

btro *tc* c*-*t**t* 1 **-f*jra*t *to* **tto ** *?** 4*t <m «tro© ^IpiP 

TO 4TO5 TOT** l 

«TT5T *t* Kit* 4** «m TOT* TO^TTO 4b *Tb* STO** C*tffTO t**Witt*T*3p| 

tontbi 

The potion of the Hon’ble Sri Hem Chandra Naskar that the, 
Bengal Private Forests Bill, 1948, as settled in the Assembly, be Paalll 
waa then put and agreed to. 

Atfjournmiiit. 

The House was then adjourned at 5-12 p.m. till 3-45 p.nt. on Monday 
the 8th March, 194&, at the Assembly Houee, Calcutta. 


WBap^fii^aesia^fiO 










